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Calgary’s ninth annual Vital Signs Report on quality of life released — Calgary Foundation responds 
with major gift announcement  

CALGARY, Alberta (October 6, 2015) — The results are in and Calgarians gave their 
overall quality of life a B grade in the 2015 Calgary’s Vital Signs Report — an annual 
check-up that invites citizens to grade issue areas critical to their quality of life in Calgary. 
Grades remained the same across five vital areas, and dropped in two — from a B- to a C+ 
in Living Standards and Thriving Populations. Expert research and trends across 21 issue 
areas are published within the ninth annual Report. Community foundations in 28 
communities across Canada are releasing their Vital Signs reports on the same day.  

“While we have had many challenges this year, Calgarians remain optimistic,” says Eva 
Friesen, CEO and President at the Calgary Foundation. “Calgary was ranked the fifth most 
liveable city in the world, and the first for cleanliness. The city ranked thirty-third against 
223 other cities worldwide for overall quality of life. 69 per cent of Vital Signs survey 
respondents described themselves as happy and 75 per cent rate their mental well-being as 
high. In the face of economic uncertainty, 68 new people chose to call Calgary home each 
day in 2014. The city grew to 1.23 million — an increase of 35, 721. We face many 
challenges that come with an ever-growing city and struggling economy, but we continue to 
be one of the best places in the world to live where 67 per cent of Calgarians indicated a 
strong sense of belonging.” 

Snapshots from the 2015 Calgary’s Vital Signs Report 

• LIVING STANDARDS  
o 49 per cent of Albertans would struggle with meeting financial obligations if 

their paycheque was delayed for one week. The number of people who say 
they or a family member have used payday loan services in the past year has 
more than doubled from 2009 to 2014. 

 
• THRIVING POPULATIONS  

o Calgary is the second most attractive city in Canada to immigrant 
newcomers, yet 68 per cent of hate crimes in Calgary are motivated by race.  

 
• ENVIRONMENT  

o Calgarians decreased the amount of waste sent to landfills by 125kg per 
capita in 2014 — a drop of 17 per cent.  

 

 



 
• WELLNESS 

o Calgary’s commitment to sport and wellness is strong with over 400 sports 
organizations offering 85+ sport choices to over 360,000 registrants last year, 
and KidSport has seen a 35 per cent increase in funding requests from 
families over last year.  

 
• ARTS 

o Calgary was host to over 10,000 arts events last year with attendance over                      
3.6 million; arts engage widely diverse audiences with 3,405 activities 
produced for audiences from disability, LGBTQ, multicultural and aboriginal 
communities.  

 
• COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS  

o Voter turnout in the last federal election was 54 per cent with the bottom 
four Alberta ridings being in Calgary.  

 

Since 1955, the Calgary Foundation has been in the business of building a vibrant 
community. It is the philanthropic partnerships within the charitable, government and 
corporate communities that enables us to do this work.  The strength and value of the 
community foundation is reflected in a healthy community supported by a strong, 
sustainable charitable sector. In 2014-2015, The Calgary Foundation saw $59 million in 
new contributions, had an asset base of $834.4 million and granted $47.3 million to over 
900 charitable organizations. 
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