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LAILY PIRBHAI

In the 60th year of the Calgary Foundation, 
we reflect on decades of relationships with 

professional advisors that have been key  
to our success. You exemplify our shared  

values – excellence and commitment to  
best practices in all that we do. 

Advice to Advisors is focused on 
providing authoritative information on 
philanthropy while demonstrating the 
Foundation’s expertise in charitable and 
planned giving. 

In this issue you’ll note a “refreshed” 
look and updated format that is mobile 
friendly.

Storytelling guru Andy Goodman thinks 
all relationships have a story, here is one 
of mine… 

Early in my retail banking career, I 
provided a line of credit and mortgage 
to a recently-graduated chartered 
accountant. 

That individual later became the founder 
and CFO at a private, venture capital  
company and I was the “relationship” 
manager in the commercial bank’s  
knowledge based industries group. 

Many years go by and I was now  
working in the philanthropic sector. 

One day I got a call from the CFO whose 
company was being acquired by a large, 
global public entity.

While planning the merger, the CFO 
apprised me of the business’ succession 
plans which resulted in a significant 
windfall.

He expressed plans to “pay it forward” 
to the community that had helped him 
succeed and was considering his giving 
options.

After many discussions, he felt confident 
that the Calgary Foundation would serve 
his family’s philanthropic intentions well.

Our valued professional relationship of 
over 20 years allowed me to bear witness 
to the full circle of success and is a 
treasured experience.

I am confident that you have a story to 
share and we would love to hear them.

We dedicate this issue to the value of 
relationships.
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