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Timeless community 
leadership 
A salute to four philanthropic advisors

LISA MACDONALD

The growth of the Calgary Foundation is rooted in the vision and 

hard work of some very special people  who understand that a 

community is built by the citizens who live in it and dedicate their 

time to ensure a sustainable future for all. This article spotlights a 

few remarkable volunteers who are also part of the professional 

advisor community. You may know them as colleagues or friends – 

we appreciate them as leaders and advocates in all that we do.

2

Lisa MacDonald, 
Editorial Director 
at Hilborn:ECS 
Gift Planning in 
Canada, and AFP 
eWire Canada, 
helps fundraisers 
stay connected with 
current trends and 
best practices. She 
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Bev Foy

Making connections makes the difference
“Big problems can’t be solved with a 
single-minded focus.”
For Bev, one of the most satisfying aspects of volunteering is the people 
that she meets. “With the Calgary Foundation, the staff are incredibly 
knowledgeable; the hard-working volunteers are loyal and the donors are 
passionate,” enthuses Bev. “People thrive when they make connections 
with other people. Through our grants we connect with people who share 
common interests. The Foundation creates and nurtures opportunities for 
connections for the betterment of our communities.”

Bev sees the rapid growth that CF has experienced as a positive challenge. 
“We are stewards. Keeping up with the pace of growth in a thoughtful 
way has required diligence and, at times, risk evaluation.” The learning 
opportunities that these instances have provided are another reward of her 
volunteer experience. Bev laughs as she says, “I’ve never been on a boring 
or ineffective committee at the Calgary Foundation!”

Bev is a Calgary Foundation Board Director 
and Fellow with the Institute of Chartered 

Professional Accountants. She has been 
engaged as a volunteer with the Calgary 

Foundation since 2008, serving as Chair of 
the Audit Committee and as a member on 
the Donor Relations and PA Committees, 

as well as the Major and Signature Grants 
Committee and Ad Hoc Committees for the 
King Edward School and the Kahanoff gift. 

calgaryfoundation.org
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Volunteering is part of Calgary’s DNA
With a long history of volunteerism, Roy says, “Calgary has a mentality based in 
volunteerism. Maybe it’s because of the Calgary Stampede and what the city has 
done with the event. Or, perhaps it’s our agrarian beginnings. People just want to 
get involved. My experience is that it can be a lot of fun and that’s why I’ve been 
fortunate to be doing it here.”

Calgary is equally lucky to have someone like Roy in the trenches making a 
tangible impact for various communities through the Calgary Foundation, the 
Rotary Club of Calgary, the Alberta Children’s Hospital Foundation and a variety 
of other charities. 

Roy sees organizations like the Calgary Foundation to be change agents and 
thinks that professional advisors need to be an integral part of the process. 
“There’s a mutual advantage for both the PA and the charity. Professional advisors 
can help to broaden the donor base. They can make philanthropic giving top of 
mind as part of an ongoing dialogue with their clients. My volunteering has made 
me a better advisor because I am more aware of the opportunities that exist.”

Roy D. Boettger, QC

Roy’s involvement with the Calgary 
Foundation dates back to 1996 when 
Honorary Life Director Don Hatch 
asked Roy to join the Development 
Committee. Roy was a Board 
Director for 9 years, serving as Board 
Chair from 2002-2004, and was a 
member of the Donor Relations and 
Professional Advisor Committees. 
Roy was instrumental in bringing 
forward a relationship with the 
Estate Planning Council (EPC) and 
continues to make donor and PA 
referrals. 
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“It’s not about competition but about building bridges between 
donors and recipients for the betterment of the community.”

Shelley Waite

Since 2005, Shelley has held several voluntary 
roles with the Calgary Foundation including 

being a member of the PA Committee. She has 
acted as a speaker/panelist at Leave a Legacy 

workshops and has made several donor and 
professional advisor referrals over the years. 

She is a member of CBA and STEP, an adjunct 
professor and lecturer, author and speaker on 

wills, estates and cross-border planning.

“Life is terminal. Get over it and be creative.”

Paying it forward is an imperative 
Shelley considers herself an average person with a special skill-set. As 
a lawyer, she gets to help people imagine the legacy they want to create 
and then find ways to make that happen. “I think it’s imperative that 
lawyers realize the opportunity we have to give back to the community,” 
says Shelley. “I’m grateful to my mentors who taught me the value of both 
sharing our knowledge and paying it forward to others. I’ve benefitted 
from some of the best health care in the world. My involvement in the 
Calgary Foundation gives me the opportunity to talk about the value of 
philanthropy as it relates to estate planning which is rooted in personal 
experiences and values.”

Shelley appreciates a grass roots approach when it comes to getting the 
idea of being philanthropic out to the public. She’ll be the first to tell you 
that it can start with one person. In her words, “the Calgary Foundation 
has shown that even the smallest effort can have an enormous impact on 
our community. As lawyers, we just need to have the conversation and 
then be creative in our approach.”

calgaryfoundation.org

http://www.calgaryfoundation.org


Advice to Advisors 4

Dale Ens 

Estate planner Dale Ens 
completed a 9-year term on 
the Calgary Foundation’s 
Board of Directors in June 
2015, a tenure that witnessed 
extensive growth and 
increase in capacity for the 
Calgary Foundation.  Dale’s 
involvement dates back to 
2000 and includes service on 
the Development Committee, 
Donor Relations Committee 
and PA Committee. 
Today he reflects on the 
accomplishments and 
evolving role of the Calgary 
Foundation.

Finding our way in the world of impact investing
Summing up 20 years of volunteering with the Calgary Foundation that 
has culminated in the achievement of an all-time-high asset base of 
$800 Million+ for the organization is not easy for Dale, but he focuses on 
impact. He says, “We’ve grown into a mature organization that can have a 
tremendous amount of impact in the community… and we are guided by the 
opportunity to move the needle just a little bit.”

Dale shares the story of attending a Rotary dinner in High River, a community 
hit hard by flooding in 2013. “One of the Directors marched me across the 
street to a park and playground that the Foundation had supported. He 
was so proud and grateful.” Dale recalls support provided to the Calgary 
Stampede Foundation to build a city park on the shores of Elbow River and 
the Foundation providing the final $1 million to the Nature Conservancy 
of Canada for the completion of the Waldron – the largest conservation 
easement in Canadian history, as memorable projects during his tenure.

Innovative, creative and responsive is Dale’s description of the Calgary 
Foundation. These same traits could easily apply to the man himself. A 
long time ago Dale aligned himself with a simple philosophy coined by Doc 
Seaman who challenged others to “leave it better than you found it.” In terms 
of his work with the Calgary Foundation, Dale definitely succeeded.
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 “We are more clear  
and confident about  
our ‘Why we exist.’”

CONNECT lisa@hilborn.com or connect on Twitter, @lisalmacdonald
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