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Advice to Advisors provides professionals working in the financial planning, insurance, 
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management fields, authoritative information on the topic of philanthropy and charitable 
giving. It is produced in partnership with Lisa MacDonald, editor at Hilborn: ECS.

IN TRIBUTE
On February 21, 2014 Chris Thomas lost a 
lengthy and courageous battle with cancer. 
Chris’ commitment to community and 
philanthropy were legendary and he was a 
special Ambassador to many, including the 
Calgary Foundation. As a philanthropic advisor, 
Chris also positively influenced and mentored 
those around him. We remember his ongoing 
legacy by sharing a few memories from those 
who worked and/or volunteered beside him.

“Chris left a true legacy of 
incredible legal knowledge but also 
as a teacher and mentor. ‘What 
would Chris Thomas do?’ is often 
how I come to know what the right 
course of action is.”

Linda Lynch-Staunton, Associate 
McLeod Law LLP

“We all need charities and volunteers and we try to do our bit where we can. 
The Calgary Foundation was near and dear to Chris’ heart. He thoroughly 
enjoyed his time on the Professional Advisor committee.”

Chris’ wife Wendy Thomas

When I joined the Foundation in August 2006, Chris was quick to reach out to offer 
his knowledge and guidance as I transitioned into my new role. At the time, Chris 
served on the Professional Advisor Committee and generously put forward his 
time and talent including the delivery of the Foundation’s “Focus on Philanthropy” 
workshops. Chris’ gentle demeanor and quiet leadership is sorely missed. 

Laily Pirbhai, Vice-President, Donor Engagement 
The Calgary Foundation

“Being on the 
Foundation’s Gift 
Acceptance Committee 
is very gratifying. 
Hearing donors tell 
stories about how 
recipient’s lives, and 
their own lives, have 
been enriched by 
giving, is extraordinarily 
moving.”

Chris Thomas, 2001

“Someone once told me that when 
someone close to you dies, say their 
name often and tell their stories as 
this is the best way to honour them.” 
Chris was the “gold standard.”  His 
humour was infectious. His law, 
and ethical and moral compass 
were always correct. It was my 
honour to have worked with him 
and to have called him my friend.”  

Shelley Waite, Partner 
McLeod Law LLP

“Chris’ volunteering endeavours are well-documented, but I will always remember 
Chris for his commitment to his family and his positive outlook on life. He adored his 
grandkids and enjoyed nothing more than introducing them to the wonders of the 
outdoors. He was a kid at heart and enjoyed practical jokes. Chris’ enthusiasm was 
always contagious and made him a great person to know.” 

William (Bill) M. Walker, Partner 
McLeod Law LLP 

In honour of Chris Thomas QC McLeod Law LLP has founded the  
Chris Thomas QC Endowed Memorial Award through the University of Calgary, Faculty of Law. 
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