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In a video titled “Change the conversation, 
change the culture,” Peter Block, author, 
consultant, and speaker in the areas of 
organization development, community 
building, and civic engagement, made 
reference to this ancient quote:   

“There is a strange charm in the 
thoughts of a good legacy, or the 
hopes of an estate, which wondrously 
alleviates the sorrow that men would 
otherwise feel for the death of friends.” 

—Miguel-de-Cervantes, author –  
Don Quixote de la Mancha (1605-1615), 

Part II, Book IV, ch. 74.    

I was struck by the wisdom of this ancient 
message  as it offers a profound reminder 
of the responsibility we have toward our 
future.

There is no greater example of “legacy” 
than the recent disclosure made to me by a 
widowed donor informing us that she was 
leaving 25% of her estate to the Calgary 
Foundation. She further advised that 
each of her three adult children, who were 

also receiving 25%, understood and were 
supportive of her charitable commitment. 
The Foundation became a “fourth child” 
without the donor’s children feeling that 
she had given away their inheritance. 
We also learned that the family was able 
to embrace the Founder’s philanthropic 
planning as a gift that reflected their family 
values and enhanced their family legacy.  

At the Foundation, we encourage founders 
to share their charitable beliefs and 
plans with their family and heirs.  When 
families unite around a founder’s belief 
in philanthropy, the legacies they create 
can reap enormous rewards for the entire 
family for several generations.  However, 
we also recognize that philanthropic plans 
can change when addressing milestones 
such as business succession, keeping the 
family together, preparing for children 
and grandchildren, integrating new family 
members and ultimately estate planning.  

Read on for a robust, insightful 
compilation of stories, and legal best 
practices related to legacy donations as 
part of estate planning.    
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