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Calgary Foundation support of the community to increase in the face of Calgary’s             
economic recession 

CALGARY – Statistics Canada announced a nation-wide recession in September 2015 
following a second quarter of negative growth in the economy for the year. The ripple effect 
of the recession has been amplified within the Calgary market with over 35,000 layoffs this 
year—the oil and gas industry being the hardest hit. This dramatic increase in job loss will 
have a further ripple effect in the charitable sector as more Calgarians become reliant upon 
the services charities provide.  Alberta ranks fifth in Canada in the percentage of tax filers 
who donated to charity at 22.8 per cent, down 6.4 per cent in 2013 compared to 2003, 
according to the Fraser Institutes’ Generosity 2015 report released this week.  

In the coming months, Canada will welcome 25,000 refugees from Syria. Many Calgarians 
are offering to help, with donations of money and time, so many that to make meaningful 
use of all of the generosity requires strategic effort. The Calgary Foundation has provided a 
grant to Calgary Catholic Immigration Services to hire staff who will coordinate all of the 
generosity Calgarians are offering to assist with the settlement of these new Calgarians.     

“The Foundation has added $2.1 million in grant funding in 2015-16 in response to the 
demands on the charitable sector. We exist to support the charitable sector and needs have 
never been greater,” says Eva Friesen, president and CEO at the Calgary Foundation. In 
response to increased need, the Foundation provided $4 million to the RESOLVE Campaign 
to end homelessness in late October of this year.   

The Foundation approved $3.36 million to 46 organizations in its most recent Community 
Grants cycle—the highest in the Community Grants program history. A snapshot of some of 
the larger grants are listed below: 

• $350,000 – Calgary Counselling Centre: Expansion of Mental Health Services 
• $300,000 – Momentum: Enough for All Public Awareness Taskforce 
• $150,000 – Miistakis Institute: A Collaborative Blueprint for Conservation of 

Alberta’s Eastern Slopes  
• 125,000 – Bow Valley College: Alberta Aboriginal Construction Career Centre 
• $100,000 – Calgary Board of Education: Aboriginal Learning Centre  
• $100,000 – Muslim Association of Calgary: De-radicalization (DeRad) Centre  
• $90,000 – Calgary Immigrant Women’s Association: Childcare for              

Immigrant Women  



 
• $50,000 – LINKages Society: Connecting youth and seniors to prevent senior 

segregation and isolation in the East Village 

The Calgary Foundation has been nurturing a healthy, vibrant, giving and caring 
community since 1955. It facilitates collaborative philanthropy by making powerful 
connections between donors and community organizations. The Foundation works to build 
a strong and sustainable charitable sector that serves the current and emerging needs of 
the community for the long-term benefit of Calgary and area. In 2014-15, the Calgary 
Foundation saw $59.9 million in new contributions, had an asset base of $834.4 million and 
granted $47.3 million to over 900 charitable organizations. 
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