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Arts & Heritage 
 

What do you believe is the top priority for improving Calgary when it comes to the 

arts? OPTIONS: Offer affordable arts and culture activities, increase promotion of arts and 

culture events, increase availability of creative space for the arts community, create 

festivals and community celebrations, and create art in public places. 

 

All of the above 

Please stop supporting the 'arts', unless you're going to support the arts, I value - country music 

and movies. 

Preservation of historically significant sites 

preserve our heritage bldgs. 

Provide funding to artists 

Provide more resources to bring "culture" to more people 

Public art 

Put public art where the public is more likely to see it, not in industrial parks. 

Really don't follow the arts. 

Reduce costs to attend arts and culture events. 

Reduce money spent on public art.  Their selections to date have been terrible and a waste of 

money 

Reduce public art spend 

Save heritage buildings. Calgary is destroying its past. Very sad. 

Stop spending money 

stop tearing down older buildings 

Stop the compulsory spending on art. 

stop wasting money like the biggest hoola hoop in the world ..I mean really that's not art 

Stop wasting tax payers on so calls art i.e. LRT art and the circle and put it into senior and youth 

programs instead 
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There is a lot of emphasis on the arts.. and our civic art pieces/displays.. some are lovely.. but 

some of them do leave one wondering how/why they were selected - driving by them one 

can be a bit perplexed... 

There is too much emphasis on this.  Art on overpasses, in tunnels .  A big waste. 

This is a list of effects, not policies. Cutting taxes would help achieve all these goals. High taxes 

and regulation prevents them all. 

We are low on affordable access to heritage for all ages. 

We need more places such as the Peace Bridge. People places and areas of city that mark us on 

the international map. 

We're doing fine on the arts given the current economic state there are much higher priorities. 

We're good here as well, but spend far too much on public art projects. 
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What should we celebrate about Calgary when it comes to arts and heritage? 

 

A have a good number of festivals and events. 

A lot of art and heritage in Calgary. Amazing and beautiful public art (please get rid of the blue 

ring art piece near the airport though). 

A lot to choose from but only for those who can afford it 

A vibrant arts & culture scene with so many innovative organizations and individuals. 

Alberta Ballet is incredible. 

All of our options for this! 

All the many cultural events that do exist. However I would like to see more support and 

promotion for live music. 

Already have a large number of ridiculous art projects. 

Although Many Calgarians opposed the additional spending on the Peace Bridge we need these 

thing in Calgary. We need special places and structure to gather to. For instance, often we 

hear when people travel say "why don't we have architecture, statues, or cool things like 

London, Paris etc. So when we try to do these here in Calgary like the Peace Bridge we 

should celebrate this. Now that it is built look at how often the media (who criticized it) use 

in their backdrop on their daily news shows. Look at how many use it for wedding photo 

backdrops. Look at how it is used in many of the more interesting photo opportunities 

around Calgary. So celebrate these things and stop criticizing when we try to make Calgary 

more of a London, Paris etc. 

Amazing artists 

Amount of creative events available in Calgary. More opportunities for artists to hone their skill 

and sell their work. A replacement to Art Central. 

An appropriate use of funds is to promote Calgary and our Arts community locally, provincially 

and nationally.  This attracts visitors and newcomers to a city that has a vibrant arts and 

cultural community. 
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ANTYX community arts is an important organisation in Calgary. They engage youth to use arts 

to make Calgary a better place to be. When youth take pride in a community that has a 

ripple effect. 

Art space in that sandstone school whose name I cannot remember.. Attempts to keep artists in 

Inglewood. 

Art tied to development. Great. Even that blue circle is a perfect symbol of our materialistic 

vacuity. 

art work outdoors 

Artist have left leaning tendencies.  Help them learn to be better conservatives. 

Arts and heritage are still known 

Arts and Heritage are two very different topics.... We should celebrate and preserve our 

heritage in all ways. We should celebrate and develop our creativity and cultural identities 

in everyday life. 

Arts is celebrated by the community. 

ATP, opera in the village 

Because of the many offerings in Calgary, I can no longer attend everything of interest. 

Besides the Stampede, an outdated festival of animal abuse for the enjoyment of humankind, 

Calgary is pathetic when it comes to the Arts. People have to work 10 times as hard in this 

city to make any kind of impact. 

C SPACE 

Calgarian has step forward by realizing that life cannot function without arts and heritage.  The 

true is we all creating arts in our own and small ways.  So why can't we make it available to 

all communities?  Arts is not just a subject but is an international language or tool to 

connect one person to the world, from home to communities.  It also has a sense of 

therapeutic from personal, emotional and mental wellbeing.   To have affordable arts and 

cultural activities will ignites a huge positive impact to Calgarians. 

Calgarians, like most Canadians, have a self-deprecating view of our own arts and culture. This 

city is alive with the arts, but many still look outside.  I support the City's public art program, 
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but feel it should be focused on Canadian artists. We should be changing the view that we 

have lesser artists in our own country than those outside. 

Calgary already put large amounts of funding into public art.  It would be nice to see places for 

local, smaller artist to display their work. 

Calgary appears to be growing in the areas of arts and culture, which makes our city more 

vibrant- looking forward to the opening of the National Music Centre! 

Calgary Arts Development has played a key role in the promotion of arts and culture in the city. 

Calgary celebrates its heritage and with a strong history of supporting the arts communities. 

Calgary currently offers a large variety of arts and culture activities. 

Calgary does a great job promoting the Arts but has a dismal record of preserving heritage 

buildings 

Calgary does an awesome job of support local community associations which in turn support 

arts and heritage. 

Calgary does have a vibrant arts community & a vast array of festivals to celebrate the various 

cultures that make up the Canadian experience. We need to keep building on that. 

Calgary does welcome a lot of cultural events to the City 

Calgary has a diverse arts community with offerings for everyone. 

Calgary has a great independent music scene - but it's not supported well financially.  We need 

better studio and performing space for artists, as well as more funding for arts 

organizations.  Also, there need to be more bohemian communities that offer cheap rent 

for artists. 

Calgary has a lot of different arts and culture activities that are accessible to people with 

different financial situations. Programs like Kids Up Front are also fantastic for giving kids 

living on low income the opportunity to access arts and culture opportunities that they 

otherwise wouldn't be able to. 

Calgary has a proliferation of community and ethic festivals. 

Calgary has a very vibrant arts scene. Calgary needs to do more to preserve its heritage. There 

is little history to be seen around the City. 

Calgary has a vibrant arts and heritage culture that it seems to value. 
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Calgary has a wide variety of Arts and cultural activities. 

Calgary has a wonderful arts scene where there's always something going on. Increasing 

affordability would be great. 

Calgary has an ambitious arts community that is eager to engage with the community 

Calgary has many free festivals open to the public. 

Calgary has one of the richest arts and cultural environments in the country, but that is not 

recognized by our own citizens, let alone other Canadians or our visitors. We need to do a 

better job of celebrating what we have and telling our story as an arts and cultural centre. 

Calgary has over the last 15 years put less and less promotion into the visual arts and other arts.  

it is a shame that such a large city doesn't even have a public contemporary gallery that is 

supported by the community. 

Calgary has so many underground events that happen in the arts. While not widely known, they 

are excellent. The showcase the city and create community and connection. 

Calgary has the new music centre. Has many cultural events. 

Calgary has the opportunity to celebrate the heritage of all cultures living here 

Calgary has transformed itself rapidly the past decade as inspiring, creative arts centre.  I am 

proud of the continued openness to art and investing in betterment of our city via art and 

performing art accessibility. 

Calgary houses many creative persons. 

Calgary is a beautiful city in the summer. 

Calgary is a vibrant, diverse and creative city offering opportunities to everyone who chooses to 

engage. I think the arts community has it made and all they really need is a few more 

suitable arts spaces. 

Calgary is beginning to showcase more of its diversity through the arts and cultural events. 

Calgary is getting there when it comes arts and heritage 

Calgary is great in this area - lots of festivals and activities available. 

Calgary is making gains in arts. 

Calgary is pretty great at the arts and our heritage. 

Calgary is rich in cultural offerings and we should celebrate that. 
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Calgary leads in many areas. The new music centre 

Calgary Neighbour Day is awesome! 

Calgary offers so many wonderful festivals and events. There is always something amazing 

going on. The only trouble is having to make choices as I can't attend them all! 

Calgary Philharmonic 

Calgary seems to have an endless amount of art and artists features. This is a great thing. 

However I rated a "C" because heritage sites are being torn down constantly. We have less 

and less heritage structures remaining every year. 

Calgary shines in the category of arts and heritage!  Take a stroll along Riverwalk and enjoy the 

beautiful artwork, including on the bridge abutments and electrical boxes! 

Calgary's arts and music scene is rich with great artists who engage their communities and 

continue to create opportunities to participate in and enjoy the arts, music and culture of 

this City. 

Calgary's continued dedication to public art is something I love about our city. 

Calgary's Heritage Park and the Glenbow museum which promote Calgary's heritage 

Calgary's new music centre. 

Calgary's street festivals are a wonderful opportunity to share in the history and culture of 

some of our older inner city communities, such as Marda Loop, Mission and Inglewood. 

Also, the Calgary Stampede brings the world to Calgary to experience some of the old west 

culture. 

CANTOS 

Celebrate our built and people culture 

Celebrate our zoo, science centre, heritage park, all the festivals, and multicultural events. 

Celebrate the life and accomplishments of people who have passion in arts and heritage. 

Celebrate the work the City is doing to recognize, promote and preserve its own heritage 

properties as well as those owned by individuals or corporations.  The priority is to support 

and enhance that work. 

City-wide strategy to Live a Creative Life. 
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Commitment to art - knowing that it makes a community better and stronger. It's not just about 

how much things cost, but they value it delivers to a community in non-monetary ways as 

well. The National Arts Centre, public art installation, Beakerhead, Night Markets... these all 

add to a more interesting, vibrant community. 

continue to allow cultural events 

Creative art is found throughout Calgary. The city attempts to encourage the display of art 

everywhere. 

Creative people live here 

cSPACE King Edward project as a model for Calgary's future arts spaces 

Cultural festivals are a wonderful educational tool as well as enjoyable recreation. 

Unfortunately this year there seems to be less offerings in this area. 

Current support for local artists. 

definitely improving in the department. Music centre, public art fund allocation on all 

construction projects , 

Doing a good job and growing. 

Don't waste money on civic art projects that are not designed by folks in Calgary, Alberta or 

Canada 

During the summer there are loads of street festivals and activities. 

East Village has integrated art (murals, sculptures, etc.) in public spaces for all to enjoy. The 

Wonderland sculpture in front of the Bow building is a great addition to our public art!  I 

love that piece! 

East village initiatives, particularly St Patrick's island. Awesome! 

East Village planning of Art in public spaced. 

Easy physical access to programs 

Events that bring citizens of all walks of life together.  Exhibits or festivals like the lilac festival. 

Everything! 

Excellent Museums and galleries 

Fantastic diversity of cultural resources. 
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Festivals happen. Too bad most of them come at a high cost of parking/tickets/on site food 

costs. 

Festivals, Heritage Park, National Arts Centre, Glenbow, Global Fest 

Fewer blue rings and more community art… painting of utility boxes and wooden utility poles…. 

by local artists…. 

Have lots of local talent - we should use it 

Heritage Park is a wonderful place to visit with the kids and gives them an idea of what life used 

to be like.  A very expensive outing though! 

hey, i like the blue hula hoop! just kidding. but the fish along the Glenmore trail Chinook area. 

High quality arts available if the economy holds 

Historic Calgary Week, Jane's Walks, and other celebrations that provide affordable access to 

our heritage. 

How hard people in the arts community fight to make their communities thrive despite 

receiving little support. 

I believe that if you want to attend free arts and heritages activities there is plenty available at 

no or really low costs.  (MRU Choir and orchestra offer free concerts several times a year) 

I love the art around the city, including painting the green electrical boxes along Country Hills  

Blvd. a city should be more than a concrete box, the art around the city beautifies us and 

the boring concrete. 

I love the fact we have so many festivals, and so much to see and do here. I wish we had a 

modern art gallery - We always visit them in other cities, but don't have our own here at 

home. Just returned from Hungary, where I saw a fantastic Picasso exhibition in Budapest. 

Last summer, I saw photographer David LaChapelle's incredible show in Rome...but I wish I 

could see that same sort of thing here in Calgary! 

I love the myriad of festivals and cultural events, the creative spaces and public art.  Many of 

these are free to the public.  But artists needs to be compensated fairly, so increasing the 

affordability of arts and cultural performances will not only ensure that the events are well 

attended, but will give more opportunities for artists to earn a living from their art. 

I think Calgary and the citizens are good supporters of the arts. 
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I think Calgary has a lot of art and a lot of activities to offer. 

I think we have a fantastic arts community, both from street art and organized activities 

(theatre, dance, festivals). 

I would say that Calgary is really lacking in arts activities and events.  Outside of a couple of 

festivals I don't think there is a lot that draws people downtown and encourages them to 

get involved.  You really need to be looking for it. 

improve diversity of events 

In a time of diversification of our work force Calgarians need to better know the economic 

impact of the arts, heritage and cultural sectors.  The arts in particular lead to a vibrant, 

diverse and stimulating environment and economy - we need to share that story - a lot! 

Increased community celebrations, increased public art 

increased emphasis on public art 

increased focus, the opening of the new film studio, promotion and funds for public art 

Infusing art and culture in public spaces, creating gathering spaces and art appreciation. 

Instead of having to learn about Canadian history for 12 years, how about we learn some world 

history. It's frustrating having to learn about the aboriginals for 12 years, it's not really 

benefitting our education, There's a reason calgary is the only country learning about it. We 

need more art in the city, it's boring. More festivals!! 

International Children's Festival, WordFest, live theatre, the Philharmonic, Alberta Ballet, there 

are so many wonderful opportunities to see great live performance here. Shakespeare in 

the Park. One of the best parts of living in Calgary. Then, down the road in Banff, there is a 

summer festival there, too. 

It is very nice to see the electrical box painted with beautiful art! 

It's great to see all the effort that's going into various venues, programs, and events....despite 

the economy. 

I've seen more and more community festivals which brings out citizens from other areas. It's 

nice to get to know your 'neighbours' as well as other Calgarians. The Lilac Festival was just 

held. Bridgeland had its second annual Festival, Inglewood has it's Sun Festival. Marda Loop 

has it's Mardi Gras. The NE has its multi-cultural festival. Good job Calgary. 
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Jubilations! 

Let art happen as natural as possible.  Stop forcing ugly art as mandatory expenditures into 

various parts of the city.  Continue to support the excellent theater projects currently 

available in the city. 

Let me see, the ICONIC KING EDDY is having a country band for its opening. And what was the 

EDDY known for?  Blues. Using Stampede as an excuse is lame. Money in Calgary arts does 

not mean integrity, or authenticity.  Obviously art for profit is the Calgary way. 

Living a Creative Life, the arts development strategy for Calgary, was a huge accomplishment - 

let's follow its blueprint! 

lots of activities downtown during the summer - and free! 

lots of beautiful free art 

Lots of festivals and cultural offerings available to everyone 

Lots of galleries, theatres, community celebrations occur already. 

Lots of great festivals 

lots of great 'high end' art opportunities, need more grass roots less expensive engagements. 

Lots of great infrastructure supporting the arts, many grants available. 

lots of great initiatives going on for most of the year 

lots of opportunities (for the rich) 

Lots of public art 

Lots of theatre and arts.  Need to continue to support, and to support young and upcoming 

groups and artists.  Where is our art gallery?  We are a wealthy city that can't host any 

major art exhibits because there is no suitable space!    Where is our excellent permanent 

art collection?  This is the kind of thing that the City should be working with our wealthiest 

corporations and citizens to create. 

lots of theatre, music, festivals but most are too expensive for the regular person 

love and often enjoy the public art in the city participate in many festivals doing a great job 

love Calgary's festivals 

Love painted City and so proud of the NMC 

Love public places art. 
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Love the art paintings on the boxes around the city.  They speak of diverse cultures, bring a 

moment of serenity on the drive, and add beauty to items that would otherwise provide a 

"concrete inner-city" space. 

Love the city's investment in public art. Especially the newer more interactive and useful pieces. 

Love the river walk (I think the landscape and design IS art along with the various murals, 

statues etc. 

Love this city's art! 

Luv the idea of art in public places, however, recent choices have NOT been ideal, nor inspiring.  

In fact, somewhat questionable. 

Making Treaty 7 

Many affordable and accessible art installations and events in our city! 

many art present in the city from beautiful pieces in down town to electric boxes throughout 

the city. 

Many Calgarians understand that arts and heritage enhance quality of city life. 

Many concerts, etc. but soooooo expensive. Art is for rich people only. 

Many events, unfortunately they are expensive. 

Many festivals and arts groups 

many opportunities for artists 

Many options are already available. 

many options around the arts 

Many public art initiatives like the street manhole covers or electrical boxes. 

Many visitors have commented to me how much they notice and appreciate the public art that 

exists currently. Expanding this would be wonderful. It adds so much to our enjoyment of 

our communities/sense of place. 

More event for extra help 

More free bees for everyone, dress code like regular Canadian folks , not cultural clothes unless 

it is an event in their community 

More street art, painted cross walks, loan art from the library, works of art in parks, look at 

other cities for inspiration. 
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More than enough community celebrations for everyone 

Most history and arts places outside of Toronto and Montreal 

Multitude of festivals, events, concerts and opportunities available. 

Music Mile is amazing. National Music Centre. New Public Library! 

NA 

National Music Centre 

need a proper modern art gallery 

Nenshi looks great in purple. 

new Music  centre should bring a new international profile too. We have lots of arts in this city -

-people need to want to go.. This is a specialized category on any balance sheet-so really 

should be more corporate sponsorship versus federal or provincial grants versus city ledger 

item. 

New music centre 

no more public art. it is a waste of money! 

not a priority in tough economic times cut spending 

Not a whole lot.  Judicious spending seems to be evolving after that unbelievably stupid 

purchase of the "Blue Circle"!  What were they thinking? 

Not enough heritage celebrations 

Not much. Too much money is wasted on questionable art as part of the cities budgeting on 

projects and very little focus on preserving heritage 

Not the hula hoop. We are lucky to have theater groups and orchestras etc. of high caliber here. 

Note none of the above options included heritage 

NOTHING!  Calgary is a HUGE city, and there's barely an art scene! And the festivals are a joke 

compared to what Edmonton and Vancouver have! 

Nothing, we waste far too much money on this stuff, especially art in public places. Why not 

create more homes for the homeless? 

Nothing.  This city should be ashamed of the cost of artistic events.  City hall needs to get their 

dirty little hands out of trying to social engineer every event and allow the arts to grow by 

reducing taxes for everyone so they can afford to see these events and educate their kids. 
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nothing. A senior cannot afford to go to Heritage Park or the Zoo.  I will not even pay the 'senior 

rate'.  Would rather eat. 

number and diversity of cultural festivals offered in calgary 

Opening of the National Music Centre is a reason to celebrate. I hope that it is open to all and 

priced so that everyone can attend (unlike zoo, Heritage Park and Spark) 

Our English- and French-language poetic heritage - poets like Kris Demeanor and Sheri-D Wilson 

as well as classical poets who we can still interpret in new ways 

our history is also a map to the future. We have a great military connection which we can be 

proud of.  We need to celebrate this more 

Our many and varied cultural festivals 

Our mayor supports arts and culture!  but our artists are starving. There isn't enough work. 

Our museum, performing arts centre, Vertigo Theatre, Lunchbox Theatre, Children's Festival. 

Our ongoing encouragement of artistic endeavours is essential 

Our public art is lame. 

Our public art is world class. Keep investing in these pieces that make our city unique! 

Our wonderful summer festivals. 

Over the past 10 years there has been an incredible improvement in the arts and culture that is 

accessible in Calgary. the festivals are amazing and I love that we now have the Music Mile. 

There is a lot of art in the city and it just keeps getting better and better! 

Peace bridge 

Prince's Island festivals, Spruce Meadows, Calgary Philharmonic, Calgary Opera, Glenbow 

Museum, cultural celebrations, e. g. Chinese, Greek, Ukrainian, local theatre groups 

Proud our city has a plan for the arts through Living a Creative Life 

Provide affordable / free access for families & youth! 

Provide more funding for cultural events and building more cultural facilities and structures to 

explore more diversity of cultures. 

Public art 

Public art has increased civic pride 

Public art is becoming the norm instead of the exception or after thought 
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Public art is doing very well. 

Public art is nice but why is it all from outside the city and country do we not have local art 

groups that could express calgary. not the flood lights from hell and the most expensive 

street light. 

Public art policies - our city has art EVERYWHERE and it is amazing! We have so many arts and 

culture events and facilities throughout the city. 

public art program 

Public Art, Festivals, these are key in improving and fostering community. 

Public Art; free arts-based activities for families 

Public arts 

Quit spending money on this shit! 

Re-examine the poor performance of the City of Calgary Arts Dept. Create a City Art park such 

as 11th ave instead of putting art work in out of the way sites which are not viewed by the 

public. Ie Waterworks south of the city on the Bow, Shouldice Park etc. This is a ridiculous 

policy 

Reduce or eliminate "public Art funding by the city. The money would be better spent 

elsewhere. 

Richly resourced. 

Richness of arts and an interested dedicated public 

Sled Island, Folk Fest, and all that other goodness. 

Slowly getting there 

small space art galleries that allow non-established artists the opportunities to display and sell. 

Market Collective 

So many art galleries, festivals, museums... Calgary really celebrates the Arts! 

So many arts and cultural facilities and activities. 

So many theatre and music options, especially with the opening of the National Music Centre 

so much going on in calgary, it's difficult to keep up.  love the music scene...calgary FolkFest, 

national music centre, music mile, variety of small venues, festivals, Beakerhead, doors 

open YYC, etc., etc. 
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So much to celebrate! It is the year of music. We hosted the Junos. We are about to open a 

National Music Centre, we just opened a Film Centre. We have a creative core that is 

innovative and fresh. 

so much variety 

Some exciting new buildings such as the new DJD space, the National Music Centre and Cspace. 

Somehow explain that art ('gotta' find a better word !) is a big part of who we are.  Don't think 

most make that connection. 

stampede 

stampede 

Stephen Avenue 

Strong and well supported arts community 

Summer festival season! 

Sun Life Arts & Culture pass program through Calgary Public Library 

Support a thriving cultural economy by raising the business acumen of the arts sector.  

Handouts don't work. Hand ups with tool kits, best practices, ROI reporting metrics, as well 

as support in promotions will do wonders in speeding the development of a thriving arts 

scene. CADA has done a great job in raising the bar for this sector but there is still much 

work to be done. 

Support for public art 

Support local artists only for our art sculptures in our city! 

Telus Spark, Zoo, Heritage Park, Opera, Ballet, Theatre are available to all, but certainly not 

affordable.  Entrance fees to these must be reduced to encourage attendance. 

That many artistic festivals, schools, opportunities exist and that the city plans parks, 

sculptures, monuments, and other artistic expressions. 

That we have creative people who want to invest their lives in making art in their own city and 

locale. 

The '1% construction budget reserved for the arts' is great - but please, let's start putting 

reasonably-priced art that normal people will appreciate in places where people will see it.  
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(i.e., everything that that stupid blue ring is not - if you see it, you're probably a distracted 

driver). 

The art on "electrical" boxes EVERYWHERE!!!; painted cows :); the "Bow" head; public art in 

numerous places; the "red tube" pedestrian bridge across the bow; the Lion's on the Centre 

Street Bridge; 

The art scene in Calgary seems to be dead to me.  For a 1.2 million people city this is a HUGE 

opportunity area.  It's about making more cultural activities available and affordable and 

building a serious policy about it, not only focusing the efforts on what is locally made 

(which is quite limited) but opening the art scene from a global perspective.  The art scene I 

believe is extremely week in the city. 

The art scene is becoming more vibrant every year. 

The arts community in Calgary is on the upswing, in part because of the absolutely sensational 

National Music Centre. 

The arts scene seems to be thriving in the core. 

The Calgary arts community is wonderful! Our city is rich with fantastic events, artists, and art 

organizations. As a city we need to make sure we support and nurture this aspect of our 

community. 

The Calgary International Children's Festival 

The city of Calgary Art Dept. is in serious need of reform and budget reduction It is disgraceful. I 

sat on the Board for a while 

The City should celebrate our history much more than it does.  We have an awesome history as 

a City but very few people know about it. 

The Contemporary Art Museum finally seems to be happening. 

The CPO!  We have one of the best.  A great arts scene.  The new music centre is fantastic.  We 

have this one right.  We need to tell the world. 

the emerging artists as a business 

The festivals, music, art are strong in Calgary. 

The few heritage buildings left 

The frequency and popularity of festivals in Calgary 
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The Glenbow museum 

The huge number and variety of summer art festivals 

the inclusive and leading edge programs offered 

The introduction of free first Thursday evenings at the Glenbow is a great start for making arts 

and heritage in our city more accessible. 

the local arts community seems to sustain itself and there is a variety of options for the public 

to be part of 

The mandated 1% of all infrastructure money that must to "the arts" is blatant nonsense.  Some 

yes, but when Calgary is growing as it is, much of this money is needed elsewhere. 

The many amazing festivals 

The miracle that one can make a living being an artist here 

The National Music Centre and Mount Royal Conservatory are a start, but MRU needs to 

reinstate its drama and jazz programs. 

The NE and SE areas of Calgary are under-serviced for arts programs, cultural activities and 

creative space.  links to support for youth and the older population for local programs to the 

people in their communities. 

The new national arts centre...the new bella theatre...wonderful shows and artistic 

performances here (local and external). 

The new National Music Centre is a great addition to a city that already has a strong musical 

tradition in performance of many kinds of music, but especially folk and blues. 

The NMC! 

The number of unique arts festivals (i.e. Beakerhead) 

The painting of electric panel boxes in communities with art that represents the community; 

need to make it a city wide program with funds available as oppose to having an interested 

community pay for it - not all communities have the necessary funds to do so. 

The Peace Bridge, Bow Tower, we need more Art in the city to inspire the future 

The Public Art department needs a total overhaul, from the top down. Look what has come out 

of there, mediocrity at best, cringeworthy at times. 
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The public art program has been a success  with many wonderful art pieces.  Soon we may be 

able to match Chicago. 

The public Art programmes with a reasonably high degree of critical capacity to select and 

mount  art works of lasting quality, value and importance 

The quality of community and semi-professional theatre 

The quality of the artistic product of our performing arts companies. 

The Stampede.  CPO.  The various theatre outfits.  CUFF.  I actually think we have a great and 

thriving arts culture here, despite what people from elsewhere may think. 

The variety of choices that we have calgary from the large to small organizations to the mom 

that teaches ballet in the suburbs 

The variety of festivals offering free (or partially free) cultural programming 

Theatre Calgary 

Theatre is fantastic here 

There are a lot of grass roots organizations trying to survive in all facets: music, theatre, dance 

There are a lot of people here wanting to create despite some limitations in space available for 

some to create in. We have an entire painting club that can't afford space to paint 

landscapes in and none of us has homes large enough to host. 

There are a number of free events in the city that poor people can attend. 

There are quite a few arts programs and things available, would be good to get them out there 

and make them affordable for all 

There are several museums and art exhibitions 

There is a good variety of art, and musical opportunities to participate in or take in as an 

audience. 

There is a LOT going on in Calgary's art community and we have some of the best arts 

organizations in the country.  Many arts organizations have been generously supported by 

corporations and due to the economic downturn much of this funding has been cut back. 

We need more people in this community to support the arts and understand how important 

they are to creating a healthy community, particularly during these tough times. 
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There is a lot of art. Please place more emphasis on support for live music. It is decreasing, and 

as the saying goes, if people don't use it, they will lose it. Professional musicians need to be 

paid a respectable wage for an evening of hard-learned music! 

There is a plethora of free and low cost festivals around the city throughout the year which is 

wonderful.  There are several live theatre companies. There is Beakerhead, art displays, 

Stampede events.  Lots of variety in the arts. 

There is allot in calgary.  People just don't know where to look 

There is almost NO SPACE for community theatre!! The Pumphouse theatre is FALLING APART. 

Fledgling theatre companies are losing money and disintegrating because there are no 

spaces available to put on their pieces.  PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE build and support more 

community theatres and spaces!!!  In a city this size, this should NOT be an issue!!  There 

are so many creative and talented people out there who can't get a leg up to become 

"professional theatre actors" because there is no space to move and grow... or they are 

incredibly talented and choose to not be "professional" because they depend on other jobs 

or just do it for fun... and there is nowhere to showcase their talent.  It's a waste.  The wait 

list to get into the Pumphouse is long, and that theatre space is leaking and falling apart.  

PLEASE help us find more spaces to work in!!!  Calgary should be rich and vibrant in the arts 

community... NOT JUST in the professional theatre aspect, nor in the 'statue in the streets' 

aspect either! 

There is always something interesting going on in the city if you know where to look. I find that 

it often takes some effort to find these things though - it would be great to see them get 

more exposure. 

there is enthusiasm towards funding new programs and venues. e.g. the King Eddie. 

There seems like a good variety of events to access. However whenever we attend festivals, 

which we rarely do, they seem more like opportunities to spend money than learn about 

culture. 

There's great public art in the Core.  This is not a seal of approval for the ridiculous public art 

policy 

There's just so much more to do in Calgary. Our arts community is growing, and I love it. 
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These initiatives don't need government to organize. 

Things are improving 

Think we're moving in the right direction with the support for endeavours like Contemporary 

Calgary which will benefit the city as a whole. 

This city has a remarkable number of art and cultural activities available to everyone.  The 

problem is how to attend all of them and deciding which ones to miss. 

This has vastly approved over recent years! Keep it coming. 

This is a fairly arts-friendly city.  I appreciate the variety of arts opportunities and hope they 

continue to increase and become more mainstream. 

This is My City Calgary 

This is the Stampede City - celebrate the western culture nature. Otherwise, the city should get 

out of the arts and cultural fields altogether - these, like sports, should come naturally from 

the private sector.  Think Calgary is already a superb place for arts, not quite so superb (but 

still great) for heritage. The city's only function should be to provide space for all activities. 

PS. I don't mind the city providing art in public spaces (but only in economically buoyant 

times) but the best art seems to come from the private sectors. 

Too much art and talk about cowboy heritage. FEED THE PEOPLE 

Too much of the public art has been created by non-Calgarians. 

unsure. 

up until the downturn, Arts and Heritage has been relatively well funded by the business and 

private sector. 

Vertigo Theatre of course! And, Shakespeare by the Bow. 

very creative people in calgary 

Very excited about the National Music Centre opening.    There should be a "City Pass" that 

allows for multiple agencies (Glenbow, Zoo, Heritage Park, Spark, etc.) to create a single 

passport so that families and guests can enjoy all the attractions without breaking the bank. 

Vibrancy of the arts and cultural scene 

Vibrant arts community - multidisciplinary. Some progress on additional art space like C-Space. 

visible public art 
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Volunteerism & philanthropy 

Volunteers and the willingness of various cultures to share their heritage with the community 

at large 

We are all artists! 

We are at a tipping point. 

We are getting better at celebrating and recognizing arts and culture as a critical component of 

community vibrancy. 

We are getting better at this. I really like the Stampede's new piece of public art - Rainbow 

Trout. Totally not what you would expect but very appropriate. 

we are increasing in our public art and the city becomes more artistically recognizable as the 

years pass 

We celebrate our western heritage, with western art and music being really highlighted 

(especially during Stampede) and even maintain awareness of past culture by Heritage Park. 

This makes us stand out as one of the few places in Canada that does celebrate this special 

heritage. 

We do enough, city council needs a fucking art class 

We embrace our heritage and history and are proud of where we came from. 

We have a great arts and cultural society. 

We have a great Arts Community in spite of the dreadful levels of civic support. 

We have a great but small arts community 

We have a great new Music Centre and Film Centre. 

We have a huge variety of such arts : Heritage Park, Glenbow Museum, Arts Commons, CPO, 

Theatre Calgary, Jubilee Auditorium, C.O.P., The Stampede, Ironwood Grill, Blues Can, the 

list goes on. 

We have a lot of art installations in this city, another thing you can't have too much of. However 

when it comes to heritage there is not enough concern in this area and it feels like there is 

always something being torn down or forgotten. Heritage is an important part of city life as 

it reminds us of where we came from and what got us to where we are today. 

We have a lot of free festivals 
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We have a lot of public art that enhances our community and public spaces. Some of it is 

questionable given the current economic climate but then beauty is in the eye of the 

beholder. 

We have a lot of talent and all the shows that come to the city are great quality. We need to 

increase accessibility to arts and cultural events by having more free festivals and concerts. 

We have a number of amazing public pieces of art in our City, i.e.: Wonderland. 

We have a plethora of cultures with many activities and celebrations, from free to paying. Read 

Swerve magazine or go online and any weekend or even during the week you can find 

something in Calgary to partake in. What a variety from Calgary Historic week, cemetery 

tours, Jane's walks, Stampede, Arts Common, Jube, U of C, MRU, Open YYC, buskers on 8th 

ave, smaller arts/theatre groups, museums, Paint night at a restaurant, Opera in East 

Village, etc. I love it! 

We have a pretty good Artistic community, and excellent Heritage sites. 

We have a rich heritage that is celebrated through Heritage Park.  Arts and culture are certainly 

on the rise in Calgary too. 

We have a strong arts community. 

We have a strong inventory of cultural products in the community but need stronger advocacy 

from CADA and other organizations to promote arts and culture to City Council. 

We have a thriving arts scene with countless dedicated artists of all mediums 

We have a thriving underground arts scene, theatre scene, music scene, festival scene, 

especially for the size of our population.  There is quite a bit of creative space, but the 

recent high-profile initiatives have turned out some pretty high-rent venues. 

We have a varied arts scene. Municipal government plays an important role and just needs to 

persevere. 

We have a variety of arts museums, theatre, orchestra, zoo  in the city 

We have a very strong arts scene in Calgary. 

We have a very vibrant and active scene, but it's not as visible as in other centres. 

We have a very vibrant arts community 

We have a vibrant arts community 
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We have a wonderful abundance of theatres. 

We have a lot of public art some like it and some don't 

We have come a long way 

We have come a long way in a short period of time. Calgary has a vibrant music scene which 

will increase with the opening on the National Music Centre. We now see public art in many 

areas of the city that did not exist in the past. It seems that if one knows where to look they 

can attend various cultural events every week of the year.  There is now a vast number of 

plays being performed any given night of the year. 

We have enough very expensive art in public places please stop spending my tax $ on stupid art 

projects. 

We have great facilities for the arts in downtown Calgary, and now we just need to improve the 

facilities outside the city core. 

We have loads of festivals in the summer that attract a wide variety of people and families. 

We have many cultural opportunities existing - let's expand with new possibilities! 

We have more and more arts organizations -- they just need to be more affordable 

we have more than sufficient  amount of  arts opportunities in all disciplines, but  we need to 

improve the  information system  about it to increase the access. 

We have so many different festivals and arts experiences here. Love it! 

We have so much to celebrate in every area. Too much to list: DJD, NMC, Heritage Park, cSpace, 

Arts Commons, Bella Theatre, festivals galore....it is endless. 

We have some amazing, diverse, and talented performers and artists here who deserve to be 

seen/heard. 

We have some fantastic arts organizations, and great high quality options for Calgarians 

We have some terrific arts groups including: Pro Musica, Luminous Voices, CPO and the 

Shakespeare Company. 

WE have the artists -- now we need to give them more attention. 

we have wasted too much on so called art stop it 

We have wonderful companies that do great work right here in Calgary but it often seems like 

not enough people know about the options available and how varied and accessible many 
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of them are.  An effort to increase promotion would impact the arts sector and also 

Calgarians' quality of life in their city. 

We have wonderful venues for celebrating art : Arts Commons, Theatre, Plazas, ACAD, etc. 

We now know that a round lamp post is not what we meant by public art. Yes it is to there on 

the edge, but so is Sam Wolrod's "Road Kill" exhibit and her exhibit made sense 

We should celebrate how Calgary has re-invigorated its identity as a city that embraces arts and 

culture, but I'd like to see further engagement and activities in locations like on plazas and 

mall spaces like other worldly cities where public places are used as a central public theatre 

or overall performance spaces. Next year will be a celebration to see the impact that the 

new artistic urban spaces will have on our city next year with DJD, NMC and the King 

Edward School - this will spark artistic engagement and appreciation that'll lead to 

celebration! 

We should celebrate that we do have a vibrant arts scene but there is some room to increase 

the general public's awareness of such opportunities. 

We should celebrate the rich and vibrant arts scene in Calgary; both visual and performing arts. 

Calgary's arts community is, however, somewhat closed when it comes to the visual arts, 

where more access and increased funding to smaller arts communities/venues is desirable 

and necessary. As for heritage, let's celebrate Calgary's heritage rather than tear it all down. 

Heritage sites in Calgary are something to be treasured. 

We should celebrate those people who are not afraid of being hated by the regressive people 

who do not support art or diversity 

We should preserve and celebrate our heritage buildings and spaces and support adaptive 

reuse of aging buildings, spaces and infrastructure. 

we spend too much on crap and need to allow Calgarians to vote on what art we want 

We spend way too much money on this when people need jobs, the blue ring is a joke 

What heritage do we have other than Stampede? 

What the heck is that blue ring out in the middle of nowhere!? 

Who the heck is picking these stupid pieces?  Blue rings? Bridges from another country?   

Would like to see arts and heritage being accessed by more people 
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year of music! 

You celebrate far too much when the money could be spent better on homelessness 

you never learn about things until after they have occurred 

Young Calgarians are making art and staying in Calgary to do it. 

Definitely has been improving year over year. 
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Community Connections 
 

Neighbourhoods 

 

What do you believe is the top priority for improving Calgary when it comes to 

neighbourhoods? OPTIONS: Increase opportunities to interact with neighbours, 

increase ability to act on community issues, increase opportunities for local 

community celebrations, improve well-being of neighbourhoods through economic 

development and increase community networks of support to rely on in times of 

stress, crisis or change. 

 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

ALL OF THE ABOVE!  Communities who have no dedicated community spaces at all within a 20 

min car ride (or more!) are suffering through a lack of community engagement, lack of 

space to provide services, lack of true identity. Stop funding reno on halls that are 

mismanaged and within a 5 min drive of another hall! Use that funding to help communities 

who don't have spaces.  Help CA volunteers to advocate on behalf of their residents! Make 

it meaningful and help residents to have their voices heard! 

better enforcement of bylaws when neighbours are not maintaining properties as they should 

Better public transportation easing traffic issues within communities. 

build community associations 

build neighbourhoods which encourage community life 

building codes 

cater communities to help some lower income 

Change the dynamic of neighbourhoods as many Calgarians segregate Calgary, and we don't 

have an area to all meet aka downtown (which is really sad with all its office buildings and 

terrible layout). 
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Close down negative influencers quickly - drugs houses, grow ops, party houses to make 

communities safer 

Create more complete neighbourhoods, and ensure that residents can meet their daily needs in 

the community by walking, cycling and taking transit. Reduce automobile dependence. 

Decrease gentrification. 

Decrease speed limit to 30, narrow roads and widen sidewalks. 

develop good recreational spaces integrate to the community 

Develop suburban community spirit 

Develop sustainable communities. Most communities built in past 20 years are dependent on 

cars to get basic needs. 

Did you see, "Radiant City"? Stop building soul-less suburbs. 

Don't care 

Encourage making communities beautiful - by growing trees, making them walkable and bike 

able, have a place to gather, etc. 

Enforce city-wide bylaws to make all neighbourhoods safe and worth living in. 

establish viable community governance system 

Focus on keeping public property weed free and clean. Ensure that fences bordering on public 

land are in good condition. 

Get rid of this nonsense socialist central planning and let the market sort it out. 

Good Neighbours, Bylaw Enforcement 

help Calgarians to do it themselves 

Help communities to create visions for themselves of who they want to be and connect their 

gifts to make it happen 

Help neighboring communities maintain peace and safety during the Stampede. 

Hold Councillors accountable to the decisions (or lack of) they make which benefit the minority 

in the wards they serve. 

How can neighbourliness be accomplished when so much of one's life is spent working? 

I don't know how. But we need to consider the minority voice at the grass roots level. 

I find the neighborhood associations nasty little hornets nests within each community. 
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I hate my neighbors 

I have always felt it depends on the neighbourhood  one lives in and how active people are 

prepared to be.  I know the lower income communities are not consider strong nor are they 

connected to what is going on. 

I see my MLA more than the Alder-person in my area (Somerset) 

I think neighbours should meet and look after each other; there shouldn't be a need to have a 

program for this! 

Improve capacity of local leadership and make it easier for people to volunteer and take on 

community roles 

Improve public transit and bike routes in and out 

Improve security and reduce graffiti 

Improved standards for community parks and developer's fences. Many of the ones we have 

are either not sustainable or not adequately maintained. The City of Calgary needs to take 

ownership/stewardship of these important resources. Every park should be maintained to 

the same standards as Stanley Park. Calgarians want to take pride in their communities. 

Start by making them presentable. 

increase ability for neighbourhoods to develop a sense of community (facilities, infrastructure, 

removal of inhibitory rules and regulations 

Increase art and cultural opportunities at neighborhood levels 

Increase community gathering spaces 

Increase integration of commercial/retail in suburban areas 

increase interconnectedness between neighbourhoods 

increase intergenerational communication and activities 

Increase knowledge of what being a good neighbor is. 

Increase safety 

increase safety stop car break-ins etc. I feel unsafe now 

increase safety to our neighbourhoods crime is up I feel unsafe 

Increase the ability for an individual to get all their amenities in their neighbourhood, especially 

affordable grocery stores in all neighbourhoods. 
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Increase the opportunities to engage in community, to create a strong sense of 

community....back to transportation 

increase walkability, greenspace and safety in neighbourhoods 

Invest '$$' in existing spaces and places where people are gathering. 

join neighbourhoods together with walkable sidewalks. Have community support offices and 

programs. Show equality between all communities, providing grassy areas, flowers and 

trees. 

Just lower the cost of living. 

Keep the city cleaner. 

Let's create actual neighborhoods and not just make sprawling suburbs. Make neighborhoods 

walk-able. 

Make communities walkable; that's how you meet neighbours. 

make it easier and more affordable to host community block parties 

More accountable and effective  governance 

more neighbourhoods that have easy walking access to supports and shopping 

More opportunities for different neighbourhoods to get to know each other. 

My Councillor doesn't live in her ward.  She only comes around at election time.  The local parks 

are dandelion breeding grounds now and some parks are so overgrown that the weeds are 

taller than what used to be ornamental bushes. 

Neighbourhood model is breaking down. Time to look at regional alternatives. Community 

Associations no longer work the way they were intended too. 

No Comment 

none of the above 

None of the above - Education for Community Boards 

Offer free transit passes to snow angels 

Offer incentives the communities to come together.  Calgary taxes the communities way too 

much 

OK as is. 
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Our communities are mostly urban hiding places with block friends but limited community 

identity and participation. Need walkability. 

promote opportunities for small businesses, cafes, eateries, and gathering places within 

walkable distances in all neighbourhoods 

Provide shopping and other amenities within walking distance in as many neighbourhoods as 

possible. 

Quit building homogeneous suburbs 

Reduce the taxes and let neighborhoods flourish 

Slow living (ie Slow food) 

Slow traffic,  bikes and cars in residential neighborhoods. 

Social media drivel is not connecting with the community, nor is phantom engagement to imply 

public support for pre-determined outcomes (ie cycle track engagement, SW BRT ) 

Somehow get a responsive and citizen-centered Council 

Stop big brother attitude of city decision makers. More input from communities 

stop building communities with building that prevent neighbours to meet (attached front 

garage!) 

Stop promoting racial segregation 

stop the druggies who have smashed windows twice in my vehicle in my now unsafe 

neighbourhood 

Stop the sprawl & force developers to pay for infrastructure. 

Strengthen community associations through training and support. 

These choices are all one and the same really... just stages along a pathway to change 

This is a driving focused city full of neighborhoods without services 

Treat ALL communities equally. NE is treated like a ghetto by the city while areas in the other 

quadrants are given priority 

Truly work with communities in the development of their neighbourhoods rather than giving lip 

service and continually talking about NIBYism.  Changes to planning by-laws seem to be 

destroying not strengthening existing communities. 

Turn wasted space in communities into space that is usable..."a community attraction" spot 
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walkable neighbourhoods 

We have lots of opportunities to connect with our neighbors.   We just need to do it! 

Why does the government need to be involved with us meeting our neighbors? 

you cannot force these issues .Nor can you pay /subsidize to improve community inter reaction 
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What should we celebrate about Calgary when it comes to neighbourhoods? 

 

2013 flood says it all. We were all in it together. 

A great community resource network. 

A lot of communities are vibrant and alive,  mainly due to local leadership 

ability of communities to come together in times of stress, crisis or change 

Access to necessary resources among Calgary neighbours tends to be fairly adequate, with 

many shopping centres throughout urban areas 

Active and engaged inner city community associations -- Bridgeland Riverside, Hillhurst 

Sunnyside, West Hillhurst! 

activities like neighbourhood day - celebrate 

Again, annoying 

All the neighborhoods are doing even better than before. I don't see avenue full of addicts like 

E. Hastings or people sleeping in recycle bins by the thousands 

allow more community events. 

Annual Neighbour Day celebrations help us remember how communities came together during 

the Flood and inspire us to continue to connect with our neighbours. 

Be a part of your community! 

Be our typical friendly people in welcoming newcomers and getting to know our neighbours. 

Calgarians are great at supporting each other in times of crisis 

Calgarians for the most part seem to care about community 

Calgarians have a strong sense of community, and it was something that struck me when I 

moved here 25 years ago. Whenever I asked someone where they lived, they would give me 

the area, and they would always say "It's the best area in Calgary!"  I soon learned that all of 

Calgary must be "the best" because everyone felt that about their neighborhood! Even my 

sister, who lives in Edmonton, commented that she also noticed this difference between 

Edmontonians and Calgarians. Calgarians have huge satisfaction with their communities. 

Calgarians stick up for each other. 
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Calgarians will always help out neighbours in times of need/emergency (regardless of if we 

know each other’s names!) 

Calgary has a few sustainable neighbourhoods. 

Calgary has a number of strong community associations. 

Calgary has a strong sense of community.  Less red tape to allow community celebrations would 

be nice. 

Calgary has always been known for its sense of strong community. 

Calgary has always had a good neighbourhood system and high levels of volunteering, but is 

starting to lose this due to millennials and immigrants not being used to participating in that 

type of activity. 

Calgary has established a base that can facilitate community development 

Calgary has many active community associations which the City is very open to working with to 

address specific community concerns 

Calgary has strong communities that have a strong send of community within them. This is a 

unique feature of Calgary that should be encouraged. The City as a whole needs a strong 

sense of collective community as well and this should be promoted. 

Calgary has to be one of the greatest "communities" on the planet. We have strong values of 

friendliness, neighbourliness and pride in our community. Having said that, while we are 

quick to respond to a crisis, we are unaware of day to day challenges of poverty that so 

many of our neighbours endure. We need to do a better job of making our citizens aware 

that not all of us enjoy the same privileges of living in our community and we need to have 

a call to action for neighbours to step up to help neighbours. 

Calgary has wonderfully diverse neighbourhoods with a wide variety of amenities.  It's fun to 

explore different parts of the city. 

Calgary is a cluster of small communities that each have their own identity and pride. Helping 

people develop financial resilience through place-based community economic development 

would achieve both connection to community and greater financial assets for both 

individuals and the community. 
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Calgary is a friendly city and has the social supports to keep people connected with each other.    

There is a problem with this question.  It is actually two questions.  The first is about 

connected communities which we have but this has nothing to do with local leadership.  

This is a trick to rate local leadership high because our communities are good. 

Calgary is a vibrant city due to the strength of its neighborhoods, however, more can be done 

to support vulnerable communities 

Calgary is generally a friendly and great place to live. 

Calgary promotes community and neighbourhood events (such as the Lilac Festival, Marda Gras 

Festival, etc.). 

Calgary's historic neighbourhoods still have strong connective tissue. 

Calgary's neighborhoods themselves are unique... some have large strong factions of a single 

culture group; others celebrate incredible diversity within their cultural composition.  

Physically some are geographically constrained while others seem to span like a prairie field, 

though none seem to have a limit to their inclusiveness. It’s part of what makes us such a 

worldly city. 

can`t answer, some neighborhoods are better than others. 

Celebrate that we have neighbourhoods with easy access to basic medical and living needs. 

Celebrate the City's land use and planning division regarding plans for new communities that 

are being built.  Multi-use housing and schools being built. 

Celebrating Neighbor day 

Certain communities surrounding downtown have thriving communities with neighbourhood 

shops and businesses. Others closer in the suburbs need to do the same. 

City consultation 

City consultation process needs to be real and not driven to foregone conclusions. The people 

must have a voice. 

City councillors are holding monthly meetings to address concerns. This is good. 

City doing a good job of green spaces 

city is trying to listen and act on advice by residents 

City very engaging with citizens 
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Community and cultural festivals 

Community association foundation is great - could be strengthened through public education 

and through the planning process working to build community resources that are educated, 

informed and consulted appropriately. 

community associations 

community associations 

Community associations 

Community Associations are great, however we need them to make more real decisions about 

the things that affect their communities.  At a personal level, I do not see any point in 

belonging to the Community Association because they are little more than a social club.  All 

the REAL Decisions are being made at city hall. 

Community Associations are the key to successful local communities and the volunteers who 

run these associations are to be commended. 

Community associations as advocates. 

Community associations do a great job - need more promotion/awareness. 

community associations, dog parks  and parks that support social gatherings 

Community based sports and collaborative art and events in neighbourhoods. 

community celebrations are very common 

community centers 

Community connection is good. 

Community gardens and the successes of Neighbour day 

community newsletters 

Community planning and local associations 

Community sense 

Community volunteers willing to do the work and provide leadership. 

consultation on developments 

Continue to support current neighborhood opportunities such as block parties, garage sales, 

community events like runs, picnics, etc.  Have political leaders reporting back to their 

constituents on key items promised at elections and as major issues and concerns arise.  
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Enforce playground zone speed zones with tickets and/or current-speed electronic signage.  

Enforce minimum speed in 50km neighborhoods giving tickets to cars driving 40km or less.  

Continue to support local parks and green spaces.  Need to relook at packing corporate 

buildings into areas that can't sustain the population or the traffic ie) Quarry Park / Douglas 

Glen / Riverbend. 

Create sustainable communities 

Develop a well balance neighbourhoods for recreation and education activities such as library 

etc. 

Diversity 

diversity 

Diversity of existing and new suburban neighbourhoods 

Diversity of neighborhoods 

Each community appears to have a community hall and a sense of itself. 

East Village will change the face of Calgary 

Ensure that there is a good community association for each community.  Support it.  Make sure 

there is an ombudsman or something to lean on when council members or the bureaucracy 

of the City is getting in the way of making positive changes. 

Fantastic inner city when it comes to connectedness, strong neighbourhoods and local 

leadership. In the suburbs, this is less true. 

For the most part a sense of community can be felt in Calgary areas. Increasing community 

events will boost this significantly. "Improve well-being of neighborhoods through economic 

development" should not be overlooked either. Also community networks of support. ( too 

many good choices in this category) 

get people out for good problems and celebrations not just crisis and negative meetings. 

giving community associations some say in development 

Good amenities in neighbourhoods, not enough urban housing in downtown. 

Good local communities. 

Good neighbourhoods 

Good opportunities to interact with neighbours and good community associations. 
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Great living spaces 

Growing up I remember having a great sense of community and feeling a connection to that. 

Today that has changed. Community events bring people together. Also if neighbors and 

members of the community all helped to keep parks clean, help trim old man Joes lawn, or 

any little item that needed attention such as maintenance or keeping a standard of living it 

would keep city costs down and help with the sense of community. And we want to hang 

onto our status of world’s cleanest city!!!! 

Here is the northeast there are several ethnic celebrations to which all are invited. 

how about create some great walkable neighbourhoods for a start? 

How communities come together in times of need whether for the floods or a simple girl guides 

bottle drive. 

How many thriving communities. Neighbours looking out for one another, snow angels, 

I am proud of the way we are able to pull together in a crisis and love all the neighbourhood 

events that happen.  What will make our community even stronger is greater engagement 

of the public in community issues.  When people feel they have been listened to around 

issues, they are more likely to understand and support the often hard choices that our 

leaders have to make. 

I do not know what a "strong neighbourhood" looks like.  Stop gentrification of older 

neighborhoods and stop allowing huge shopping malls that local stores cannot compete 

fairly with. 

I have to say that until recently I always lived inner city where there was no sense of 

community.  When I moved to the burbs I thought it would improve but it really hasn't.  We 

get a quarterly newsletter but other than informal facebook groups or something there 

doesn't seem to be much sense of community. 

i have tried fooling issues to my community level as recommended by my city councillor only to 

find the president is not interested and even personally opposed so i have no recourse but 

to let the issue lie. 

I liked the block parent, does that still exist? 
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I live in a dream neighbourhood. I can't speak about the suburbs, but we loved Mission when 

we lived there, and we're lucky enough to live in Sunnyside with a very-involved 

community. This is Calgary to me, and I love it. 

I live in a strong and vibrant neighborhood. We do have problems with crime though, and 

would like more resources to address that. 

I live in a strong neighborhood, I am proud of my sense of community. 

I live in Discovery Ridge with my family where there is a strong sense of community.  I'm not 

sure all communities feel that way especially where the boundaries are not so visible. 

i love my neighbourhood and believe it's a model for the city (Bridgeland).  my neighbours 

support my family and look out for my children, there is a mix of 

demographics/background/housing types, services, wonderful public school, parks, active 

community association, farmers market, access to public transit, restaurants 

I love my neighbourhood. Have lived here for over 30 years. Altadore. May not be able to stay 

much longer. Building all big houses and nowhere for the seniors to live. The homes for 

seniors are just too expensive for people on pensions. 

I love the neighborhood clean-up days.   Such a great idea. 

I think Calgary has preferences to better certain neighbourhoods. I think Council turns a blind 

eye to those advocating for change ie: Northern Hills. 

I'm lucky to live in an inner-city community with strong connectedness but I know that others 

are not so fortunate. 

Improve how neighbourhoods look, unkempt yards, community initiatives to beautify things. 

Sidewalks in all new neighbourhoods (on both sides of the street). Improve boulevards, 

plants etc. 

In the past few years I have noted an increased focus on urban renewal; sprucing up sidewalks 

and underpasses, updating parks, and adding walkways. I think this help create a sense of 

place that encourages Calgarians to utilize their public spaces. 

Increase the speed limit to 80 on residential roads so more kids die. 
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Inglewood is pretty much the only community which has a strong sense of community but sadly 

this is missing in newer communities. I also feel city administration doesn't want strong 

communities as they won’t lie down and accept unreasonable be autocratic decisions. 

Inglewood! 

inner city neighborhoods are bringing a renewed sense of community to calgary 

Interaction? What's that? In Calgary? Are there neighbours? Everybody is driving, there are no 

neighborhoods, just people living between Deerfoot and Crowchild. 

It has great Community Associations.  Unfortunately, though, these get routinely railroaded by 

City Council when it comes to planning and development.  If City Hall wants to say it cares 

about engagement, then listen to Community Associations. 

It is getting better!  The "Neighbour Day" event, a city initiative.  Ward Counselor emails "Ward 

Reports". 

It's getting much better in the inner core (areas like Mission, EV, Kensington)- the suburbs are 

still too isolated, sprawled, homogeneous, and unwelcoming 

Little libraries are wonderful. 

Live in Inglewood, oldest, trendiest neighbourhood in the country, and the strongest 

community association in the city.  We are quite happy with the "hood". 

Local community associations. Lake communities build neighborhoods. 

local creative initiatives tool share libraries lending, celebrations neighborhood day in June 

local neighborhood based activities all over the place! 

Lots of distinctive neighbourhoods like Inglewood, Kensington, East Village 

Lots of diversity and unique areas 

Lots of green space 

Lots of new communities have community centres where local residence can participate in 

events and recreation opportunities. 

Lots of unique areas which welcome and include everyone. 

Lots of variety 

lots of very positive neighbourhoods ie where people feel connected 

Lots of vibrant and engaged communities, especially centrally. 
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Lots of walkable areas. 

Lots of ways to connect with people in Calgary 

Love my neighbourhood 

Love the city support of community networks the Community social worker program ROCKS 

Love the Mayor's Neighbour Day initiative. Great chance to get out and actually meet your 

neighbours. 

make them safer by reducing traffic 

Many community associations actively provide support for community issues. 

Many nice, clean, safe neighborhoods exist in all corners of Calgary. 

more familiar opportunities with neighbors 

More jobs 

Most neighborhoods have city owned facilities such as gyms and community centres. 

Most neighbourhoods are well kept, clean , nicely landscaped. Most have strong community 

associations which provide recreational opportunities for all ages. 

Most neighbourhoods are well maintained.  City councillors are very responsive to property 

concerns.  Calgarians, indeed Albertans, are self-reliant and do not hesitate to help in an 

emergency situation.  If there is more opportunity to interact with neighbours, e.g. at least 

one block party per year, as soon as the city has finished street cleaning in the spring, the 

status of neighbours can be learned--single parent, senior living alone, etc.--and future 

connections could be made. 

Most of our neighborhoods are simply fields full of houses.  You have to drive to get to any 

shops or services, and transit is infrequent.  So there are few opportunities to meet your 

neighbors.  Stop the spread of the suburbs, and increase the street level retail.  Naturally 

this will take decades, but we should work towards it. 

Most people I know are very proud of their neighbourhood, wherever it is. 

My councilman and MLA are both very approachable and accessible. 

My neighbourhood, Inglewood has issues and cliques but for the most part the original 

infrastructure design allows for great neighbourhoods. 
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My older neighbourhood seems quite vibrant, so that's good. I don't know what to suggest in 

general -- for new neighbourhoods, for car-dependent or LRT-dependent commuters. 

NA 

Neighbor Day 

Neighbour Day 

Neighbour Day 

Neighbour Day 

Neighbour Day has the potential to be pretty cool. 

Neighbour Day is becoming a home grown success! 

Neighbour day is great 

Neighbour Day parties! 

Neighbour Day… my councillor GC Carra believes in great neighbourhoods and works to make 

them even better.. across the city 

Neighbourhood celebrations like Lilac Festival or Salsafest. 

Neighbourhood Day! 

Neighbourhoods in Calgary seem to be much more cohesive and connected through 

neighbourhood identity than other cities I've lived in. I think this has come through specific 

adversities (ie. the flood) and neighborliness that likely stems from ranching culture. 

Neighbourhoods need work and we all need to give of our time and efforts to create positive 

communities in this city 

Neighbour's Day celebration. 

Nice and quiet NO secondary suites!!!!! 

NIMBY still firmly rooted. Additional work by City admin and Federation of Calgary 

Communities needs to demand bigger picture attitude towards development. Community 

Associations need to be graded on the community as to walkability and sense-of-

community they actually enhance (ie not a survey that counts on number of respondents) 

and instill more of "what have you done for your community lately". In reality there are very 

few active CA's who are working to improve their community. Calgary Foundation does 

great work but maybe this an avenue for future emphasis. 
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no idea 

no one talks to me I don't know 

nobody knows each other as well as they should 

Nothing - there is no community in suburbia. people live in isolation. 

Nothing.  City hall continues to put rifts between neighbors by taking way too many taxes for 

pet projects by idiot aldermen. 

Number of community activity events available. More support is need for community 

associations to help and support their communities and residents. 

Only rich neighborhoods get any attention, they have better schools, hospitals, infrastructure. 

They get all the money, places like Bowness, Forest Lawn, etc.  cannot even get a pothole 

filled in properly. 

Opportunity to be involved is abundant. Volunteerism high in community sports programs. 

Our Calgary communities are amazing. Neighbours support each other and things like the mini-

book libraries create conversation points. 

Our community (Woodbine) should be so lucky as to be like Bridgeland/Sunnyside/Bowness. 

These communities have a sense of camaraderie and belonging that makes them strong and 

admirable. 

Our community association structure is un-like any other city in north America.  A winner. 

Our community volunteers. 

Our neighbourhoods are excellent gathering places. 

Our society does not interact with our neighbour.   If they do, they are either very good 

neighbour together or they fight hard together.  If we improve opportunity for neighbour to 

know each other, many issues would be solved.  Yet it would not be financial burden to 

community either. 

Our street festivals and neighbour day are so much fun. 

Our support for community associations is excellent. 

people are proud of where they come from 

People seem to WANT to band together. 
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Plans for more dense walkable neighbourhoods which foster a sense of community instead of 

just being exurbs where people bunker in and never mingle. 

Poorer neighbourhoods have higher crime and this needs to be addressed. 

Ready calgary is a great program but nobody knows about it and it is not delivered to the end 

user. 

Recently moved to the northeast. The community is not a wealthy part of the city, but the 

community ties appear to be much stronger. I prefer living here. 

Reduce car centric development. Slow cars in neighbourhoods, by schools, community centres 

and playgrounds. Increase integration of work live play. Increase urban diversity 

Regretfully, community associations do not truly reflect their communities, nor do they 

represent the concerns of the community.  My local community association is dreadful, 

more like a private club (not accountable).  Definite concerns with the resources provided 

to them, wasteful! 

Running community feedback sessions (especially in the inner city) 

Safe, comfortable, and beautiful neighborhoods. 

Safe, welcoming and friendly. 

Safe. Walkable green spaces 

Several very good concepts in action...e.g. Bonavista with the Lake, community centre and 

arena...and active groups therein 

So racist 

Soccer! 

Some "main streets" function very well and draw people to them. By having more 

walkable/bikeable communities intentionally designed, shops can thrive and people can 

have convenience where they work/live/play. 

some are beautiful. 

some are fantastic, like Kensington/Sunnyside & Westgate 

Some are pretty vibrant 

Some great new suburban communities. 

Some inner city communities are becoming more attractive places to live! 
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some local festivals but more smaller ones needed 

Some neighborhoods have social workers in their communities 

Some neighborhoods in Calgary have a long tradition of engagement with each resident. This 

should be encouraged in all new neighborhoods. 

Some neighbourhoods already have strong ties (like Hillhurst/Sunnyside). 

Some neighbourhoods do an amazing job of fostering community/connection (Sunnyside, 

Hillhurst, Mission, Mardaloop, Bridgeland, Renfrew). Greatly due to the way they are set up 

(walkable) and community events that bring people together. 

SOME neighbourhoods have a great sense of community (e.g. Lakeview, Garrison Woods, Kelvin 

Grove). How do we get that happening elsewhere? 

Some neighbourhoods like Brentwood have their community association hijacked by those that 

are vitriolic and against everything that changes anything or doesn't lower their taxes never 

mind something that might be good for the community.  Blakiston Park could have been 

better, but people don't realize what other communities get because of the echo-chamber 

effect. 

some neighbours are nice 

Some of the old well established communities, and really new communities (Bowness, 

Evanston, Inglewood etc.) have a great community feel that other communities really lack 

(Citadel, Valley Ridge, Hawkwood) 

Some of the older communities such as Bowness still have a strong feeling of community. 

Some very friendly and beautiful neighbourhoods 

Something to help instill a sense of pride, ie... stop littering 

Strong Community Association network 

Strong community associations 

Strong inner city communities 

Strong potential for better unity and community. 

support for community association 

Thank God I live in South Calgary. 

That beautification and development of neighbourhoods is a priority that is evident 
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That each neighbourhood has great green spaces but some could be more walkable 

That our city has Community Associations that can help build the voice of locals and create 

opportunities from local residents to build a sense of community 

That our Neighborhoods are safe. 

The centers and beaches are great 

the city did a credible job listening to and acting the public’s concerns over the first Crowchild 

Corridor proposal a few years ago. 

The City of Calgary is very supportive of community associations and interactions between 

communities. 

The City tried something new with the "This Is My Neighbourhood" program. 

The Community Association system is AWESOME! So well supported. Goes a long way to 

helping people feel they belong. 

The Community Associations structure is unique and amazing. 

The community centres and playground areas 

The differences between neighbourhoods 

The East Village revitalization is intentionally creating places and opportunities for neighbours 

to connect and interact!   (The grade for this category could range from A to F, and really 

depends on which neighbourhood one lives in.) 

The Emergency Wellness Response Team has been efficient and swift in response to the wild 

fires in northern Alberta. C 

The fact that until recently the city has kept high rises out of most communities. I hope this 

continues 

The Federation of Calgary Communities and the community associations. 

The Federation of Calgary Communities is a highly effective and cost efficient support to 

communities. Wish it was independently funded and not reliant on City $$$ so it could 

really advocate for community associations. 

the individuals that work with community associations, sports clubs, libraries, etc. that give 

back to their community regularly. 

The initiatives of ordinary people to build community. 
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The inner city is a vibrant community. 

The many strong community associations that exist 

The many, many, many volunteers who step up to serve with CAs to make their community 

better! 

The Neighbour Day Celebrations happening in the city on June 18th. 

The neighbourhood where I have been living do not seem to support a sense of community. In 

fact, our area, Mackenzie Lake, actually pulls people apart with features such as the Island 

with its multi-million dollar homes and private docks, followed by the division of Mackenzie 

Lake into a group which has lake access and those of us a block or 2 north who don't. Yet we 

all supposedly belong to the same community. Bad planning. As well, up to last year when 

they built a Tim Horton’s (99% drive-through business I would say) there was nowhere 

around to go for a cup of coffee with a neighbour. This Douglasdale/Mackenzie Lake 

community is really appalling in that sense. The pathway system is the only thing that 

makes it livable (and our view). Douglasdale doesn't even have a community centre. 

The old, central communities are vibrant with inter-generation population, better walk-ability 

than newer neighborhood, smaller homes that pollute less and consume less energy ... 

The people who live in these communities 

the research that models great neighbourhoods 

The sense of community generated during the floods is still evident when walking around 

neighbourhoods like Bowness and Sunnyside today. 

The unique culture in various communities & also the opportunity to make our collective 

community better. Inclusion is key. 

The Urban Sprawl makes this notion nothing more than a suggestion. Everyone's eekin' out a 

living, living cheque to cheque... 

The volunteers who make things happen ! 

The way that the City could increase opportunities to interact with neighbours is by changing 

the building codes to make the houses more friendly.  Today, people drive into their front 

attached garage, close the door and never see anyone except for when they are cutting the 
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grass.  Front yards no longer have a porch or patio to sit on to great passers-by, it's now just 

a big enormous garage door. 

the wonderful village models of Inglewood, Bridgeland, Garrison Woods, Hillhurst/Sunnyside 

There are many local communities throughout Calgary; but most are older areas of the city. The 

rapid expansion housing in the city has lost this sense of neighborhood communities. This is 

because the emphasis is "houses" not communities. Communities require stores, theatres 

and recreation areas in addition to housing. 

There are many wonderful, friendly, single family home neighborhoods in Calgary where 

neighbors watch out for each other. 

There are not enough police officers in high crime areas ever. 

There are some good community initiatives going on I like the community development 

programs which exist 

there are some great neighbourhoods 

there are some neighbourhoods where it is obvious the people who live there really care.... and 

some not so much 

There has been a huge growth in community spirit in recent years. 

There is a strong community association network 

There is an increase in the passion for strong healthy neighbourhoods where people know and 

trust their neighbours. 

there is not much to celebrate when communities are not equal. 

There's been more festivals, which celebrates neighbourhoods. 

There's little to celebrate in this area 

They are diverse 

they have eroded away we no longer have it 

They look clean 

They look out for each other 

They stick together 

Trying. 

United Way's Strong Neighbourhood initiative 
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unsure.  Community leaders (especially in some communities with assets, like Arbour lake) are 

rife with corruption and 'big fish little pond' syndrome.  Rarely do they act in what's  best for 

the community. 

Usually people are open to travelling into any neighbourhood. 

Varies hugely from neighborhood to neighborhood 

variety of community programs 

Very little to celebrate.  Mayor and Council often have made up their minds on an issue and any 

"community consultation process" is a complete sham.  The fix is already in.  Mayor gets 

impatient and often talks down to community reps who may have a differing view. 

Volunteerism in times of need. 

We are a safe community when compared to the rest of the world! 

We are most often our neighbour's keeper. Calgarians are generally good to their neighbors. 

We are trying too hard to engage our neighbours - it is VERY difficult - I want to see the imagine 

CALGARY aspirational goals highlighted in a way that EVERY Calgarian knows about them 

We are world class Let’s remember what we have compared to others We can always be better 

but let’s not forget what we already have 

We asked for trees for our berm.  It was swept under the carpet. 

We have a good system of community associations - associations that have some funding 

through city and citizens in that community.  Additional education for boards may help in 

developing opportunities, reflecting neighbourhood needs, etc. 

We have a lot of really great neighbourhoods 

We have a network of community associations, pocket parks, local playgrounds and ice rinks, 

etc.  At a meeting with a candidate for the last election, there were members of several 

communities.  One neighborhood had gotten a grant for a remarkably successful 

community-building initiative.  Members of another community wanted to know how they 

could get the city to fund them in that sort of endeavor - they were surprised to learn that 

the initiative had come from a small group within the successful neighborhood.  I think 

people need to know that if they have an idea, this city is remarkably open to helping them 

make it a reality. 
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We have a strong social infrastructure. We celebrate neighbourliness with Neighbour Day. We 

have City Hall 101, to learn how to connect with community issues that are important to 

you. We have strong local community associations and supports like Family, Community 

Support Services (now Calgary Neighbourhood Services). 

we have great neighbors 

We have great neighbourhoods in this city. Be nice to see more small sized community parks 

We have learned to come together through recent crises (downtown fire, flood etc.) 

We have many unique communities. Each neighbourhood has its own feel and vibe, and it 

makes for an interesting patchwork that comprises the larger city as a whole. 

We have ready & willing community groups who have the ability to determine their own future 

in a way that honours their past 

We have shown the ability to work together when things get tough. 

We have some amazing neighbourhoods in this community who do so much for each other. I 

know because I live in one, Hillhurst. 

We have some awesome Calgarian community spirit, unfortunately many suburban Community 

associations are fiefdoms and cliques and are not inviting to participate in. 

We have some neighborhoods with immense pride for their community-these are good 

examples for us to pull from for those that are not experiencing any connection. 

We have some wonderful, active community associations in Calgary.  Compared to cities in 

other jurisdictions, Calgary communities have community halls on city owned land, that 

provide a venue for meetings, cultural activities, sports, etc.  I never experienced that in 

Ontario. 

We have strong neighbourhood identities 

We need to continue to offers different cultural events. 

We need to work harder at developing communities and a sense of communities in poorer 

areas of the city - in particular, the northeast. 

WE should celebrate that sense of being a resident of this community, of this City, of this 

western (cowboy, if you will) totally independent way of thinking world.  When I came here 

45 years ago, I just loved it here!  Everybody was of value (hate that word, but it’s useful at 
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times), everybody had a job to do in the community.  Would love to see that attitude come 

back to Calgary but it would probably mean the city giving up a lot of control back to the 

communities, and also would mean more revenue sources for the communities now that 

the province takes most of the gambling monies. 

We should celebrate the loving leadership and individuals in the neighbourhoods that are 

caring and inclusive 

We should celebrate the next city council who will return us to prosperity by reducing 

government involvement and reduce taxes 

We should celebrate the passion/drive of the people working behind the scenes of our local 

community associations; they care deeply about their neighbourhood and despite limited 

financial support find ways to ensure their community thrives. I'd love to see more small 

businesses get involved in our community development. 

We should celebrate those neighbourhoods that actually include everyone and do not make 

illogical judgements about neighbours based on race, gender, sexuality, etc. 

We shouldn't celebrate. People drive halfway across town to walk their dogs. That is not 

acceptable. Let's make our neighborhoods livable! 

Well I live in Bowness, so we have a great sense of community. 

Well we have good neighbourhood events all year round 

Well your definition is a group of motherhood statements! the City of Calgary overrules 

everything! 

Well.....I don't want more refugees in my neighbourhood! 

We're friendly. 

We're really good at coming together at times of great, unavoidable need (like the Flood).  

(We're pretty judgy about anything that isn't an act of God, though.) 

What we should celebrate is that neighbourhood do have community associations but there 

might be some room to increase more community connections such as having more green 

spaces in communities and also more amenities especially in the suburbs so residents can 

interact locally without having to always drive places. 
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When the chips are down people really do come together in Calgary. The sense of community 

and strive to make connections are something to celebrate. Local charitable organizations 

lend volunteer opportunities to Calgarians who are able to support their community and 

city in this way, thus helping their neighbours. Volunteership is a vital and integral part of 

building community and a wonderful celebration of all that makes Calgary a good place to 

live. 

While we are a suburban city, within the suburbs I think we have a great sense of community 

Willingness to help neighbours in times of difficulty; generally safe environments 

Clusters of neighborhoods that feel friendly. 
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Citizen Engagement 

 

What do you believe is the top priority for improving Calgary when it comes to 

citizen engagement? OPTIONS: Increase participation and memberships in political 

parties, voluntary associations, boards, etc., encourage individual and corporate 

philanthropy, improve voter turnout and increase awareness of volunteer 

opportunities. 

All of the above 

all of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All members of the community should be required to spend 2 hours per month volunteering. 

Allow everyone to be 'heard' 

Allow Municipal Government parties to run candidates for Council 

Better citizen engagement is needed to be conducted by the city that is open to input and 

delivered with integrity. 

Build people's capacities to advocate and act on the things that need to change - empower 

people to overcome apathy 

Calgary is already doing an excellent job on this 

Calgary is great at reaching out to certain demographics, but I'd want to work on engaging the 

people who aren't already in the loop... like, the ones who won't have even heard of 

something like "Best of Calgary" 

Celebrate to the everyday doers. 

change culture of people to want to get involved 

Citizen engagement is the foundation of civil society.  That engagement happens in amateur 

sports leagues, arts and recreation organizations, faith communities, community 
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associations, political parties, etc.  Creating "space" for these restorative activities is often a 

challenge for people -  "space" meaning time, energy, commitment, etc. 

City council should listen to the citizens. 

City Hall to foster more meaningful engagement. 

Connect people to opportunities to make a difference in their communities.. especially older 

adults who now have more time to contribute. 

Continue all of the above 

council and administration should be more open to citizen input 

Create a bigger vision for Calgary that is from the grassroots and they have ownership of 

Create a campaign that encourages Calgarians to step up and make a difference. 

create more volunteer opportunities and awareness for youth and young people 

create opportunities for real community engagement 

Decrease over doing the need for engagement before acting 

Don't care 

Education 

Education about civic involvement beyond NIBYism. 

encourage more thoughts about others, how does NIMBY really affect our communities? 

Encourage people to think of the greater good before their own wealth and power. 

Encourage the younger generations to step up and volunteer. Many communities, many 

organizations are losing the volunteers who have given of themselves for many years and 

the young people are not helping out. 

Ensure input at community engagement is listened to as otherwise discourages future 

participation. 

Find ways for people to get engaged about issues in a collaborative rather than adversarial way. 

fix volunteer calgary 

Fuck off, leave me alone 

Get a decent council 

Give more support & recognition to the informal volunteering & the ethno specific groups that 

don't tend to get recognized 
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Give tax reduction incentives to volunteers.  Individual and corporate philanthropy has created 

the mess we're being left with now 

Good awareness of City news, events, happenings, opportunities to voice opinions and get 

involved (not necessarily volunteering) 

have a city council that actually listens to the voice of the people without stopping public 

engagement when it isn't what the council wanted to hear. Accept that council is not always 

right 

Hold people accountable for actions and don't allow terrorists or gangs to infiltrate the city 

I think The City over-engages. Streamline input so I have time to live... 

I volunteer a lot. But city makes it difficult e.g. Requiring criminal background check for silly 

things. So I stopped volunteering for city.   City engagement process is dreadful. Usually 

aimed at justifying decisions that have already been made. 

Ignoring Community ARP and 

improve civic governance and reduce pandering 

Improve the public discourse 

Increase awareness of how to become engaged and involved 

Increase citizen knowledge on government, what each does and how they can productively get 

involved. 

Increase education around  citizen engagement- not just volunteer activities 

Increase engagement with all aspects of urban structure e.g. city council activities, urban 

infrastructure/development issues, etc. 

Increase frequency of community engagement opportunities and afford those opportunities 

more authority 

Increase initiative and responsiveness of city staff: don't rely just on complaints and requests 

for service--get out and observe, clean, maintain, repair. 

Increase opportunities for younger children to volunteer without all the red tape and 

encourage companies to utilize volunteers 

Increase options for citizens to have a voice in political arenas that directly affect them, such as 

unfettered property tax increases 
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increase outreach and education on civic issues 

Increase the involvement in politics and the importance of having an informed understanding 

of the issues prior to voting 

increase the sense of belonging of the youth and adults in the community 

increase the strength and connectedness of the local community association so that it knows 

who and how to influence maters that affect the community 

increase ways to celebrate and become aware of the gifts and talents individuals have 

Involvement in the schools leads to involvement in the community layer on 

Let residents be heard, ACT on what the residents say 

Let's give the citizens something to engage in... 

Listen better 

Listen to citizens. It always seems that the "big guy" wins 

Listen to what people have to say before making decisions 

Listening to citizens 

More transparency and accountable municipal government 

need to find a way to make engagement more positive and not just the complainers in the 

neighbourhood 

Not having a dictator. 

not only increasing awareness of volunteer opportunities but also awareness of fundraising 

events. Too often I hear of something the day after or don't hear about it at all. 

Not Sure 

offer opportunities to all ages groups and not only through social media 

Politicians must listen and not give it lip service!! 

Provide true and hones community engagement; not just the appearance of engagement 

Reduce civic participation. It’s too much 

Reduce unnecessarily-strict selection criteria for volunteers, where safe and appropriate 

Remove barriers thrown up at the municipal level with convoluted regulations, inappropriate 

imposition of constraints and rules, remove financial burdens forced on citizen groups. 

Seriously, how can the city do these things? These are individual choices 
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stop PRETENDING to engage citizens for their opinions. Stop listening to the vocal minority with 

their special interest pet projects and do as the MAJORITY of people want. Aldermen can 

get out and knock on doors to hear what actual citizens have to say, instead of lobby 

groups. 

Teach city planning, the reasons to vote and participate in government in Elementary school. It 

needs to be as much fun and as important to kids as popular culture. 

Too many people end up being "surprised" by a councillor or mayors poor decisions. People 

need to engage and be made aware better beforehand 

Unknown 

Vote out Nenshi 

We need a mayor and city council that will listen to the people. The mayor is combative and 

won't answer emails when you don't agree with him. 

We need actual engagement, not election results based on 140 character platform 

pronouncements 

We need to encourage all citizens to participate in citizen engagement, not just the wealthy and 

well connected. 

when you ask for input act on it. don't simply dismiss input.  Nenshi is getting a little too pushy 

in thinking his ideas are the only correct ones. 

You can lead a horse to water 
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What should we celebrate about Calgary when it comes to citizen engagement? 

 

A city that places a premium on volunteerism and philanthropy 

A committed and engaged network of volunteers. 

A lot of people are already engaged in voluntary activities. Let's celebrate them. 

A+ on volunteerism, not so much for civic engagement, although it's improving 

Amazing support during major catastrophic events or flood and Fort Mac fires 

An amazing volunteer culture - starting with The Calgary Stampede organization 

As above so many great leaders and people willing to sacrifice their time to get involved. 

as was seen when Fort Mac needed help, all of Calgary rallied.  When something important 

happens, Calgarians are there to help. 

best volunteers anywhere 

best volunteers anywhere 

Calgarian are for the most part very generous and reach out to help their neighbours in times of 

need, as well as people elsewhere in need such as Fort McMurray and Syria. 

Calgarians are a caring and giving city.  Making citizen's aware of volunteer opportunities, 

working in conjunction with local Church's, would help those in need.  Engaged people, 

should be engaged with people, not political parties or elitist business boards. 

Calgarians are always willing to volunteer, and always open to help. 

Calgarians are great volunteers, philanthropists and supporters of other Calgarians. 

Calgarians are great volunteers. 

Calgarians are great volunteers. The Stampede helped to build that culture and the Olympics 

proved we can do anything. A crisis like the flood of 2013 demonstrated that we will step up 

in time of need. We need to do a better job of making Calgarians aware of community 

needs so they can readily identify the  opportunities to step up to help their neighbours in 

times of need. 

Calgarians are polite. They allow for the existence of diverse political views. 

Calgarians are supportive people 

Calgarians care about our community and are always ready to step up when there is a need. 
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Calgarians continue to step up in times of crisis. This is demonstrated when dealing with the 

Fort Mac fire. 

Calgarians have a huge volunteer spirit. 

Calgarians really step up in the areas of volunteerism. 

Calgarians seem to continue to be willing to step up and help out 

Calgarians volunteer readily whenever there is a need. 

Calgarians want to be engaged  AS per previous comment, they need to be able to make an 

impact by their involvement, which means giving more REAL decision making power to the 

community.  For instance "Community Based Budgeting" that allowed the community to set 

the priorities. Do they want new sidewalks, or to have a bike path.  Or perhaps the money 

should go to an improvement project in the business district. 

Calgarians will writhe a cheque but will not give up their time. 

Calgary already has a high volunteer population compared to most cities. 

Calgary citizens are fearless in engaging with civic leaders, political parties, and lobbying for and 

against changes in their community. 

calgary distress centre's near total reliance on volunteers to support Calgarians in times of 

stress 

Calgary does have many volunteering opportunities and a fairly strong volunteer force 

Calgary does very well in terms of volunteering and it is definitely a part of the city's culture. 

this is excellent. 

Calgary Foundation does a super job in promoting "community". But in reality there are very 

few who are involved in a major way. Perhaps a feedback loop needs to be created like feds 

and others did with cash donation stats, showing how little a large number of people 

donate, versus a large $ by a few. Volunteering is cheap and can be socially fun, have we 

really harnessed that horsepower? 

Calgary has a HUGE entrepreneurial spirit!  it is amazing that an organization as large as the 

Stampede is primarily run by volunteers. 

Calgary has a strong sense of community and community engagement with leads to its strong 

sense of volunteerism. This needs to be continually encouraged. The city could do a better 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 60 

job of education Calgarians on civic issues so that all Calgarians are engaged and 

knowledgeable about what is going on in the city. 

Calgary has a strongly engaged citizen base. 

Calgary has a very high volunteer rate. Pat on the back! 

Calgary has a very strong community of engaged citizens who know they have a voice in the 

decision making process 

Calgary has a very strong volunteer spirit. 

Calgary has amazing volunteers who work tirelessly for the good of others. 

Calgary has many volunteer opportunities and is really an amazing city which supports 

volunteerism. 

Calgary has reached out in numerous ways to engage the citizens. Online forums, Open Door 

YYC & appeals to participate in open houses regarding how our tax dollars should best be 

utilized are all things that help educate the public on the benefits of citizen engagement. 

Calgary has very high volunteer engagement, and a commitment from civic government, 

particularly our mayor, to stay in communication with us. His style of leadership is 

refreshing and makes people want to play their part. 

Calgary is a city FULL of volunteers. 

Calgary is a city of volunteers 

Calgary is a city of volunteers and encouragement of opportunities for seniors and/or youth 

individuals and increased awareness would be great. 

Calgary is a example for all other cities in the world in citizen engagement. 

Calgary is a great city for volunteer support. 

Calgary is a very generous city when it comes to volunteering (i.e. Calgary Flood). 

Calgary is known for the strength of its volunteer community. 

Calgary leads the country in volunteerism and yet there are so many unfilled opportunities. 

Calgary loves volunteering! 

Calgary maintains its long history of selfless volunteerism. 

Calgary's corporate community ("the oil patch") has been exceedingly generous in permitting 

employees to exchange work time for volunteer time when required.  Calgary Exhibition & 
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Stampede, Spruce Meadows, charity golf tournaments, fund-raising races, etc. couldn't 

thrive without them.  I know because "I've been there and done that." 

Calgary's volunteer spirit 

Calgary's volunteerism is well known and respected. 

Citizens are fairly engaged 

Citizens don't really feel that they have a voice, rather a voice that is listened to or taken 

seriously by our various forms of government which causes them to lose interest in 

community affairs. 

Citizens must be encouraged to participate in their local community associations. 

City Council and Corporations should listen to communities. 

City Council approved a great engagement program at the City encouraging citizen input and 

feedback in municipal decisions. If you don't vote - at any level - you haven't earned the 

right to complain. 

City council is out of touch with the population they so fervently claim to represent. Pootman is 

my council member and does not respond to any requests due to his busy schedule. 

However come election time he's very visible. An outright embarrassment to the role. 

City really comes together in times of need ie) Floods 

Community associations have too much control of their private agendas and are not 

representative of the community. They do fine with sports and rentals but civic affairs is 

biased and non-representative. 

Community associations show much public engagement. 

Community Development Learning Initiative Big Meet-Ups; 3 things for Calgary. 

Companies in Calgary are very philanthropic. Older citizens in Calgary participate in many 

political parties, voluntary associations and boards. However, while the younger 

generations volunteer for specific events they do not join parties, associations or sit on 

boards. 

Consultations! 

Corporate volunteerism 
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Do have some strong committed groups.  Federation of Calgary Communities is unique - should 

be strongly supported.  City needs to identify what they can do to support / enhance and 

encourage citizen engagement.  Not just about volunteering, it is about being a citizen and 

having a voice and rights, as well as obligations and opportunities for fun, activity and 

involvement.  All age groups, all income levels. 

Duty to Consult isn't just putting up placards, hosting community engagement and then 

ignoring the Community opinion. City is destroying community in short term desire for cash, 

ie Riley Park development, Kensington development is too high violating city rules. Shame 

on the City! 

Encourage more involvement in political participation. 

Engaging in community is essential 

Everyone we know volunteers for something. It is part of Calgary’s culture. Young and old don't 

feel obligated - more rewarded from volunteering. 

Everyone's willingness to help get it done. 

EVERYTHING!! 

excellent indie media sources 

Excellent volunteer bases, solid NGO  and faith based entities, dedicated folks deeply engaged. 

Festivals are well attended. 

Focus on encouraging volunteerism targeting high school students, junior high students and 

students in low-income areas of Calgary.  Partner with schools receptive to this idea to 

achieve these results. 

food bank and distress centre are nationally known, volunteer driven organizations. 

Generally, Calgarians seem to volunteer more and donate more than before. The most 

important thing is to be able to know what to donate where, and how to volunteer where 

there will be a great experience, like WordFest. It's not enough to ask for volunteers and get 

them to work for free, they have hopes, dreams and needs, too. Sometimes a volunteer 

experience can be life-changing, if the volunteer coordinators have a way of following up 

and offering opportunities to the help. 

Give us a reason to believe what we say or do matters 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 63 

Good effort in this area 

Great that the mayor has extending an invitation for everyone to do three acts of volunteerism. 

Not an overwhelming number but something achievable. Good promotion about helping 

neighbours i.e. the snow angels. 

Great volunteer base and opportunities for those who wish to be involved. 

Great volunteer centre 

Great Volunteer City 

Having a way to bring forward ideas and not get shut down if it is not what the person who 

thinks this is his City do as he pleases or has a temper tantrum. 

High levels of engagement 

High volunteer rates by youths. 

Highest volunteerism rate in any city I've ever lived in. 

how many citizens do volunteer 

How many hours the average person volunteers in a year 

I actually think that Calgary is recognized as a city with a high level of volunteerism - Calgary has 

a great network for looking into volunteer work as well as providing training in volunteer 

activities. 

I believe in volunteering highly to increase engagement. It gets people involved and caring 

about their communities. Look at the Calgary floods. 

I believe the city does a good job of engaging citizens through multitude of diverse media. 

I don't know. 

I feel Calgarians have a strong ability and show lots of opportunities for engagement. I do not 

see any government nor any other issues that do not allow for citizen engagement. We live 

in a great place that all have equal opportunity to feel and be engaged in anything we do. 

I find our City makes choices that have poorly informed the community.  There have been a lot 

of outbursts because of this....transportation / bike lanes 

I have the perception that Calgary has an excellent commitment to volunteering on a regular 

basis.  Credit and thank the volunteers.  Encourage "cheap" marketing for volunteer 

opportunities at all levels. 
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I love the community gardens that are popping up. It's lovely to see also that few are fenced 

which says a lot about the honesty and integrity of Calgarians 

I love volunteer river clean up. 

I served on our Community Association for several years and was very pleased with the 

engagement by the City of Calgary with our Association.  The City representatives were a 

treasure trove of assistance on every level.  Kudos to them. 

I think Calgary is pretty good for citizen engagement overall. Some folks are negative, but at 

least they are engaged. Good objective media coverage of issues is key. 

I think that this has gotten much better, but we need to start educating at a younger age. 

I think the breadth of offerings through agencies such as Calg Econ Development’s 'Soul of the 

City' series is excellent 

I think we are becoming less identifiable as a red neck city of suburbanites and more as a city 

that cares about people, communities and things beyond hockey - like the arts and 

recreation. 

If you look, there is so much opportunity to become engaged.  Again, anyone with an idea and a 

bit of initiative can make things happen.  I think the biggest barrier to citizen engagement is 

the number of work hours it takes most people to pay for basic housing costs. 

Improvements in the engagement process (e.g. Crowchild Tr. Study) are a much needed step of 

explaining how and where engagement can assist the city. 

is a city of volunteers largely due to Calgary Stampede 

It feels like many neighbourhoods are increasing their sense of identity and pride. 

It is what we do 

I've always heard about the generosity of Calgarians and I have at many times tried to volunteer 

with different organizations but have been turned away.  that does not leave a good 

impression if you are someone trying to give back to your community. 

Lots of different ways to engage in our community… much improved opportunities to give input 

to the city 

Lots of great volunteers 

Lots of meetings but input of citizens not listened to 
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Lots of opportunities - something for everyone 

lots of opportunities to get involved 

Lots of passionate volunteers in the city 

Lots of people volunteer. 

Lots of people want to become involved in volunteerism, civic or community action. Its almost a 

"duty" here in this city. 

Lots of volunteer opportunities 

Lots of volunteer opportunities 

Lots of volunteer opportunities available but some awareness might help boost a bit. 

Lots of volunteers for high-profile events. 

lots of volunteers! People always willing to come help out 

Make voting mandatory. 

Many Calgarians do embrace volunteer opportunities. 

Many do volunteer 

many interactive events on diverse topics--Baconfest excellent 

Many people gladly volunteer for many things. 

Many people have achieved great things and volunteerism seems high - but philanthropy is not 

a natural way of life and it needs to become so. 

Many people volunteer in this city. 

Many places for volunteering. 

Many volunteers spend many hours representing their communities. 

Mayor and Council (some of them) do a great job inspiring people to act! 

more departments need to respond to citizen concerns and requests using twitter and other 

digital platforms. instead of hiring twenty something’s who know nothing about the world, 

hire people who know something to work social media so that it has real value. 

more involvement through volunteer 

More needs to be done to get citizen to vote for issues that affect all of us 

more people voting and change in the figures in power, a lot of volunteering opportunities 
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More young people are engaged - Killarney is trying so hard - it is soooo difficult - we need 

mechanism to make it easier - imagineCalgary would help a lot! 

Most listen but some need prodding. 

Most people are in it for the prestige 

NA 

Nenshi! He made it cool to care. 

Nenshi, but obviously one of many is not enough. 

No comments. 

no idea 

Not enough The City of Calgary loves using this "metaphor" but in fact does not engage the city 

population in a practical manner. We need plebiscites.. 

Not sure 

Not sure. The city in my experience seems to put up barriers to citizen engagement. The 

response of the city to the public concern over the Crowchild corridor study was 

encouraging. 

Nothing 

Nothing 

Nothing! It's a myth 

Nothing.  We have a dictator at the helm who refuses to think that the citizens who put him 

into power might have some smarts.  He continues to shut down meaningful dialogue when 

you disagree with him.  His favorite line is "my way or the highway!".  Listening means you 

have 2 ears and 1 mouth so therefore you need to listen twice as much to hear what is 

being said and talk half as much. 

Number of volunteer opportunities available. More promotion of those volunteer organizations 

is needed, and encouragement for people to get involved. 

Ok.....let’s get more voter turnout......!!! yeah right! 

Openness 

Opportunity to voice opinions 

Our city will always come to work together in times of need! 
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Our giving spirit in crisis...Fort MacMurray fire! 

Our huge volunteer culture 

Our mayor! He has united our city, created ownership and connectedness. 

Our people are passionate about politics.  Unfortunately, they're ill informed.  How else do you 

explain the NDP success? 

our volunteers! 

people are outgoing...and like to lend a helping hand 

People are serving regularly in the community. 

People come up with ideas that are acted upon that help make Calgary a better place. 

people do take part in activities that interest them 

people don't care 

People help out lots 

Philanthropists contribute not just money but a moral support through their donations.  

Philanthropists are champions and, more often than not, become very engaged in the 

organizations they invest in in other ways. 

philanthropy 

Philanthropy and volunteerism here is pretty amazing 

Recognizing and spreading the love of citizens that are acting in philanthropic ways - building 

momentum and more feel good stories encourages more of it! 

seems there are those that continue to be involved on a consistent basis. 

Series of consultations and open houses for the Greenline....but need to know that citizens are 

being listened to as well and that consultations and open houses are not  occurring  under 

false pretence. 

So many people in the inner city volunteer their time. It's awesome. 

So many people volunteer their time to help others and make the city a better place. 

so many volunteer opportunities 

Some citizens are engaged. 

sports, arts, need to be enhanced and how are we attracting people to join groups, etc. 

Strong culture of volunteering 
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Strong sense of support 

Strong volunteer force 

Strong volunteer sector 

Structure 

Thank our selves for the remarkable input of many citizens 

That we are not just conservatives 

That's a toughy. Calgary is so spread out and so diverse and so spread out (did I already say 

that?) I am constantly going to places I've never been to before in Calgary and I've lived 

here 40 years. So much sprawl and so much land between the sprawl. Not to mention the 

horrible transit service to the 'sprawl'. There are communities I will probably never visit in 

my lifetime here because Calgary is so disconnected for whatever reason. I live north. I do 

everything north. I never go south unless I absolutely have to. It's just too far to travel and 

Deerfoot is one road I avoid at all costs. 

The ability to recognize the worth of every fellow human being. 

The City encourages public input in the decision making process 

The City is doing a good job engaging citizens/stakeholders. 

The city is making decisions without involving the communities that are affected 

The City is very open with its process and citizen input 

The City of Calgary offers many opportunities, both directly and indirectly through other groups 

and corporations, e.g., planning workshops. 

The City of Calgary's focus has shifted and individual opinions are lost and community 

involvement is not respected. Shutting down citizens who disagree as opposed to 

developing more appropriate engagement opportunities is disrespectful. 

The Community Association system is excellent. Wherever possible, make these small pockets 

of educated citizens (educated in their area of interest) to become parts of larger decision-

making bodies.  I do not like plebiscites or anything that smells like a poll in advance of a big 

decision. Our elected officials spend hours talking and reading about issues before voting on 

them. Our citizens do not have enough information to make good decisions. Brexit is a case 

in point. But also, when we ask citizens what to do with excess budget, they think about 
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themselves and not the needs of the greater good. We don't even know what we lose when 

we ask to have money returned to taxpayers. 

The Coty of Calgary does a very poor job of listening at public engagements.  They would rather 

tell you how you should feel. 

The culture of the city is to have a can-do attitude. People come forward to make things 

happen and don't often sit back on the sidelines. 

The election of the NDP! 

The fact that citizens want to engage. 

The few corporate leaders who are providing great role models for their colleagues 

The freedom of choice not to participate with my fellow citizens 

The generosity of Calgarians and Canada  for Fort Murray neighbors 

The great opportunities this city offers in terms of public engagement in all civic affairs. 

The has to be many volunteers in this city with the number of not-for-profit organizations here. 

When something happens, like the flood, how citizens step in to assist. 

The high level of personal and corporate giving 

The leadership by wealthy and powerful people who willingly work on committees that develop 

aims, objectives and strategies to help the daily lives of the poor, the homeless, the 

dispossessed, the alienated and the isolated persons in Calgary 

the many volunteers we do have 

The NDP may be doing much for this with their horrifying, ideological policies. They may get us 

off our hands at last because they are doing very real direct harm to all Albertans and 

Calgarians. 

The non-profits that engage volunteers do so much amazing work. 

the number and variety of opportunities available to volunteer and make a difference  in one's 

community 

The scoring is for engagement not the volunteerism in the city as that is outstanding.  Calgary 

has a huge heart and supports initiatives locally, provincially and nationally. 

The sheer number of volunteers, 

The steep hike in property taxes are not conducive to "civic responsibility". 
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The successes in the City are as a result of volunteerism, as opposed to government invest 

(often). 

The volunteer base in Calgary is enormous and engaged and helps all sorts of organizations 

accomplish great things for Calgarians and visitors. 

The volunteer spirit is very vibrant in Calgary but it  can always be improved.   Need to 

determine how to get people who don't volunteer involved. 

The volunteerism in this city always amazes and impresses me. 

The wide range of cool ways citizens can get engaged. 

There are considerable volunteer opportunities for people in Calgary. 

There are lots of plebiscites but the public should not be asked how to spend surpluses. We 

don't have enough information / context. 

there are many opportunities to be  engaged; politically, socially, interfaith and other. Each 

person in Calgary  could find a knish if they wish to do so. But  ultimately it is up to  the 

individuals to take action. 

There are so many Calgarians that volunteer and pay it forward in this City. 

There are so many opportunities to become involved.  In many ways I wish the organizations 

where I volunteer did not exist.  Taking care of poverty and taking care of family violence 

would go a long way.  I know eradicating both of these is unrealistic.  I'm grateful for the 

health and commitment I have to helping out in these areas of need.  I'm grateful for my 

fellow volunteers. 

There are so many wonderful opportunities for people to volunteer in our community. People 

come out in droves when the biggest and most visible needs arise, which is awesome. 

There are some truly committed citizens that are very involved in the city - they come out for 

everything, volunteer constantly, and are such positive forces for Calgary. We need more of 

these people (so the handful of powerhouses don't need to carry the rest of us!). 

There is a whole generation who will volunteer all their time and talents as an Encore Career.   

We just need to let them know where they are needed!!! 

There is always something one can do to involve themselves in helping others and contributing 

to the welfare of ourselves and those around us. Sometimes we just need to have these 
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opportunities available in our own neighborhoods and with our own neighbors. If there 

were more close to home opportunities for this kind of behavior more people might engage 

themselves in such 

There is too much of people not listening to each other and just stereotyping/relying on 

prejudices/laziness.  The loudest and most negative take over the public discourse, and who 

wants or has the time to deal with the drama?  There's a difference between participatory 

engagement and getting what some individual wants.  One is a dialogue where you strive 

towards a better city and incrementally via ups and downs improve things by sharing local 

knowledge.  The other is just no. 

Things like the citizen surveys that the city puts out, plus all of their engagement sessions. Not a 

week goes by now when I don't see the city reaching out to gather data and engage the 

communities. 

This is a very active, engaged city, with an outstanding record of volunteerism 

This is still a city of volunteers.  You see it every day when you attend community events, 

festivals, runs etc. 

Those that do volunteer do it with all their hearts! 

Those who are connected and aware are very active and vocal in engaging in political 

discussions and organizations. We have a high commitment to volunteering overall, of 

which I'm proud and count myself an active participant. Our sense of civic responsibility 

though needs improvement. 

To the best of my knowledge many Calgarians volunteer a lot. 

Tons of opportunities. 

Unsure 

Usually quite a few volunteers here in Calgary. 

Virtually all segments of Calgary and it’s communities and services rely on volunteers to 

enhance their services. 

volunteer engagement at time of crisis 

volunteer hours 

Volunteer spirit. 
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volunteer, no matter what your age, culture background. language, etc 

Volunteering 

Volunteering used to be just that -- volunteering.  These days, getting a volunteer position is 

often more demanding than getting a full-time, responsible position in the past.  For 

example, criminal background checks are not necessary for many positions, yet they are 

required.  This discourages many excellent candidates from applying, based on principle. 

VOLUNTEERISM 

volunteerism 

Volunteerism 

Volunteerism great 

Volunteerism in Calgary is known for being vibrant and strong. 

Volunteerism in Calgary is very good. 

Volunteerism is excellent 

Volunteerism is very strong in this city. 

Volunteers 

Volunteers are the heart and soul of our city. 

Volunteers generally and the willingness of oil industry companies to permit employees to take 

time away from the job to volunteer in civic organizations 

Volunteers make this city special 

Voter turnout has improved. 

voting 

We all come together when there is a crisis such as the flood or the wildfire. 

We are a city of caring and engaging individuals. 

we are a city of volunteers 

We are a city that likes to help each other, and we can build on that! 

we are a leader in that 

We are Albertans and strong in this area. 

we are an amazing, philanthropic community of volunteerism. 

We are great volunteers. 
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We are often asked and opportunities abound to voice opinions. 

We are still a volunteer-driven city. 

We are volunteers... 

We can be proud as a city of citizens when we look at how we came together during the flood, 

fires in Fort Mac and how we are there for others in our country and world when needed. 

We care about each other and help each other 

We do reasonably well.  Needs to be addressed in both high school and post-secondary 

institutions. 

We have a great mayor who attends many events which engages the citizens. 

We have a high volunteer rate. 

We have a lot of opportunities for citizens to engage but we need to work on making sure the 

citizens KNOW about these opportunities 

We have a pretty open city council 

we have a strong citizen involvement and have influenced many to higher degrees of 

philanthropy i.e. the new library!!! 

We have a very active population. From helping out at Kids soccer or school activities to board 

involvement at non-profit organizations. A great example is how Calgarians rallied to assist 

our neighbours to the north during the Wood Buffalo wild fires. 

we have a very high percentage of Calgarians who volunteer a regular basis. There are many 

very satisfying volunteer opportunities within the city and it is easy to find out  where they 

are. 

We have an exceptional volunteer participation and opportunities. Many great agencies rely on 

volunteers who make the city a very good place to live. 

We have an overabundance of great volunteers 

We have and always have had an excellent Volunteer community. 

We have great philanthropists here 

We have lots of people who volunteer 

We have lots of volunteers 

We have many opportunities to volunteer and improve the space around us 
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We have many volunteers across a wide spectrum of community associations, civic boards and 

commissions, and other types of voluntary organizations. However, there needs to be more 

recognition of their participation and involvement. 

We have some pioneers in the community that implement positive change. 

We have strong leadership in this area 

We have the 88 Olympics of volunteerism every year 

We have wonderful volunteers. 

We hear about many of the major volunteer sites such as the food bank, but there are many 

others that we don't know about.  Volunteering can be expensive. 

We help during disasters.  Now we have to learn to avoid them by NOT building on flood plains, 

for example. 

We seem to do very well in terms of volunteerism and philanthropy, but that doesn't translate 

sufficiently in terms of people getting engaged politically.  When people get engaged in 

their associations and political parties they are more likely to vote. 

We should be ashamed of 40% voter turnouts but instead the media is impressed by a 1 or 2% 

increase over "last time". 

We should celebrate that Calgarians really stepped up to volunteer and become involved in 

their community during the floods of 2013; however, there seems to be limited 

opportunities to locate current volunteer opportunities in Calgary now. 

We should celebrate that engagement, responsibility and volunteerism is still very strong in 

Calgary, but what I hear on the street is that municipal government is interfering too much 

and everyone does not have a computer to gain information. 

We should celebrate the high number of volunteers in this city. 

We should celebrate the high volunteer spirit in Calgary. Volunteers really are the backbone of 

charitable organizations in Calgary, and they come at all levels of ability providing many 

hours of unpaid work. Giving of one’s time is a great gift. 

We should celebrate those who fight apathy 

We still have good participation rates even though the city has grown hugely.  But the rates are 

probably falling so not a lot to celebrate. 
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WE try , some people do not WISH to get involved so we need to encourage them to do so for 

everyone benefit 

We volunteer! 

Well, we *did* have CivicCamp (though that never really lived up to billing). 

Western pride and helping others! 

When a disaster happens we all band together as one. It's amazing to see. 

When everyone does a little bit - the results are amazing! 

Whenever volunteers are needed, they can be found 

Why bother, what difference will it make. Your heiness of a Mayor will only get his immigrant 

friends to vote for him and there are more of them than real Canadians so he wins. 

Working in the non-profit sector, I support and supervise volunteers on a daily basis. Calgary's 

has always had a strong volunteer ethic and it is something I am proud of. 

Would be nice if our City Alderperson/Councillor would be more attentive to the citizens she is 

supposed to represent.  Hopefully, the next election will rectify this? 

I think Calgary and Alberta is amazing With this.  How to tap into this With other issues.  Maybe 

all the city should focus on one issue every quarter and really take actions that visually show 

the difference. 
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Diversity & Inclusion 

What do you believe is the top priority for improving Calgary when it comes to 

diversity and inclusion? OPTIONS: Increase awareness of diversity of ethno-cultural 

communities, increase social ties for people with disabilities, increase acceptance of the 

LGBTQ communities and address issues of racism and prejudice. 

 

 

accessibility for people with disabilities. 

address culture of elitism, privilege and entitlement 

Address labor market exclusionary practices that remain untracked e.g. barriers to accepting 

foreign qualifications, skills and experience. 

address pay inequality between men and women 

Adopt Canadian traditions 

Adult learning including English reading and writing would help with inclusion. 

all above 

all of above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

all of the above 

All of the above 

all of the above 

all of the above 

all of the above 

all of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 
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All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

ALL OF THE ABOVE 

All of the above 

ALL of the above - they are interconnected 

All of the above and then some. Stop sexism, racism, homophobia, etc. It all runs rampant in 

Calgary and we must do better 

All of the above are important; it is impossible to work toward creating a more just society 

without addressing all areas of structural inequality 

All of the above four and more. 

All of the above. 

All of the above. 

all of the above. 

All of the above.  None is more important than the other. 

ALL of the above. Hard to choose one 

All of the above. I have heard some people say they've never experienced the things their group 

has expressed and others far too often. Education is key. 

all of these 

Already inclusive. 

an understanding what is diversity 

Build sense of pride of identity in our First Nations Peoples. 

Calgary does a good job on this topic 

Calgary is allowing, and encouraging, the development of ghettos.  Start by addressing these 

issues. 

Calgary is more accepting than almost every other place on the planet. 

Can we have an all of the above? 
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Celebrate all groups without a particular emphasis on one group over another.  Indigenous, 

disabled, LGBTQ, ethnic minorities, refugees...they're all important in the Canadian mosaic. 

Celebrate the fact we are already a very inclusive city 

Common sense needs to override political correctness 

Continue will all of the above.  My son was the target of a racist comment.  The first one he has 

ever experienced in Calgary in his 18 years and I hope the last. 

Corporations leadership too white, too male 

Create a place to celebrate our city's diversity aka fix downtown to become a place where 

everyone can meet. 

Create a place where everyone from any background can be in downtown. 

Create cross-cultural events - ie. so that people can connect w/ other cultures and ways of 

being; a food fair would be a good place to start; everyone loves food!!! 

Cross pollination of diverse communities into each other's governance and special events.  The 

chasm seems to be getting greater in not seeing diverse communities supporting 

mainstream Calgary organizations (Glenbow, theatre organizations, community awards 

celebrations) and vice versa. 

Decrease expectation that government will save us from ever having hurt feelings, take care of 

the serious things, but by treating every slight as equally important we detract from the 

effectiveness of dealing with the more important and serious. 

develop neighbourhoods with mixed housing to attract a variety of people 

educate educate educate 

Eliminate religious gathering places altogether 

encourage broad based clubs and associations and de-emphasis closed culturally specific 

groups. 

Encourage festivals and events that bring acceptance of other cultures 

Encourage inclusion 

encourage integration into "Canadian Culture" rather than isolating by supporting specific 

cultural activities 

Encourage people to become Canadians from different cultures not the opposite. 
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Enough of this. 

Enough with the new cultures arriving daily. More time and money need to be spent taking care 

of our own marginalized and displaced populations, especially the mentally ill. 

Focus on the inclusion that we already practice, rather than on the exclusion. 

Foster respect for others 

get out of the way 

Get out of the way of ethnic groups. Let them create their communities. 

get these groups to accept their own responsibilities. 

Help new comers to integrate into Canadian culture not push just their own. 

Identify the need for social inclusion and increased social capital through accessible recreation 

opportunities 

ignore LGBT rights 

I'm aboriginal with 7 generations of RECORDED history in the Calgary area and I don't feel 

welcome here. 

I'm happy the things are in Calgary 

Improve diversity of people involved/ consulted/ etc. in community projects/ presentations/ 

etc. 

inclusion 

inclusion for all 

Increase awareness and education on citizen engagement, community programs  and 

neighborhood. 

increase awareness of CANADAIN culture and expectations that newcomers are expected to 

follow, so that they will feel "included" into our society! 

increase awareness of what diversity means 

increase awareness of what it means to be a Canadian and Albertan and Calgarian that values 

all and does not exaggerate the worth of ethnic groups vs the worth of the "old mainstream 

groups" 

Increase employment opportunities for people with disabilities 
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Increase inclusion for all those who face barriers to inclusion, not just one specific vulnerable 

group. 

increase knowledge of and community engagement / support 

Increase opportunities for everyone to learn about people who are different whether it be 

LGBT, cultural/ethnic, languages, etc… we all need to be more diversity aware and accepting 

increase opportunities for integration not separation 

Increase positive interactions among people of different social strata. 

increase supports for families they are the majority they get nothing 

increase the reality that people can be different but are still equal, because we are all people. It 

is ok to be different. 

Instead of focusing on diversity, focus on assimilation within our community.  People need to 

integrate and not see themselves as cultural islands. 

isolation is the big elephant in the city 

It’s time to stop compartmentalizing people (LGBTQ, Immigrants, Aboriginals, Seniors, Disabled 

and start to work together on issues affecting Calgary instead of dividing itself. 

learn English and eliminate concentration ( ghetto )living 

Let’s let the minority issues sit for a while. They have taken over from the majority. 

Live and let live. 

Maintain all citizens as citizens, not encourage pride in any particular group 

more emphasis on assimilation 

more festivals 

More integration for all not just newcomers or immigrants 

More women and minority groups (of any kind) on corporate boards 

No 

NO 

no further actions required 

No races or anything, just ensure that we are considered one voice and everyone is treated 

fairly and equally. 

No real need to increase diversity & inclusion priorities. 
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none of the above 

Not a requirement to improve 

Not ignore our western heritage 

Nothing 

Nothing 

nothing needs to be done. 

Provide financial, material and logistical support to strengthen ethno-cultural community 

capacity building, for program development, for designing concrete goals, programs and 

deliverables that aim at creating strong, progressive and engaged communities. A city is the 

sum total of its strong parts. A city suffers the effects of non-inclusive, non-equitable service 

systems with inherent unacknowledged barriers preventing some demographics from 

feeling a sense of belonging and inclusion. Inequitable access to opportunity, to services, to 

civic engagement, among others, have the cumulative effect of creating skewed access to 

the benefits of livability, where the youth resort to crime and criminality, where families do 

not feel safe etc. 

public transit and equal access to services without having to depend on a car. 

Pull white men back into the fold. They're now actively fighting women and minorities through 

communities like the MRA activists since they've been alienated so long. 

Respect for all not just respect for the group of the year 

Somehow increase diversity in established Calgary community organizations (e.g. Youth Singers 

of Calgary) 

spend some time supporting families too much on gay pride week  less than 1 percent of our 

population and nothing for families 

Start being more inclusive of traditional values 

Status quo is fine. 

stop all this nonsense.  The more one blathers about it now-a-days, the more the disruptions. 

Stop focusing on all the ways we differ - who cares about the colour of our skin, we should 

judge people on who they are, how they act, and not what they look like. 

Stop promoting "anything but British or French" 
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Stop social engineering 

These are socialist catch phrases, it’s never about equal rights it’s about special rights for these 

"special" communities. 

Think you do too good of a job. In a bad way. 

This is a badly designed question. I'd like to see social ties increased for all of the minority 

groups mentioned in the  responses. 

This is another where the only best answer is all. When it comes to acceptance you can't really 

have one without the other. 

Way to much political correctness which is solving little and in fact often becomes reverse 

racism 

We are doing enough right now 

We are OK as is. 

We are still a white city 

We do enough to promote all of the above 

We have created pockets of people because our communities do not provide various housing 

options price wise and we lack in meeting areas that encourage connectivity as this 

frequently comes from our daily activities.  We have created where you have to drive to 

connect which detracts from community. 

We need a cure for "The Angries " .  Despite everything , they are still there, and potentially 

dangerous.  I think that maybe, perhaps, strong emotional leadership might be more 

successful than reasoning or education. 

We need to promote a sense of inclusion by celebrating being Calgarian, Albertan and Canadian 

We should be able to do all of the above without being accused of bigotry if we disagree on a 

topic! 

Why are these options so "group specific"  We need to be inclusive and stop the "labelling" 

why is this an issue. It seems fringe or small group priorities take precedence over those of the 

more conservative. 
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What should we celebrate about Calgary when it comes to diversity and inclusion? 

 

A lot of acceptance has arisen lately for race and LGBTQ 

A lot of diversity here, and a very accepting community. 

Address racism 

Again something that I think has improved but we still need to educate people more. 

All cultures/demographics are part of "mainstream."  No "them" and "us." 

all of the above need improvement hence the lower grade 

all the multicultural festivals 

already very diverse and lots of festivals 

And all of the above - 

Any group is open to celebrate the culture. 

Areas that have accessibility for all. 

As a member of the LGBTQ community, a person who works in one of Calgary's many 

disabilities-focused non-profit, and a WOC, I still think Calgary is a great city for cisgender 

typical White people - BUT, in the last few years, we've made great strides in inclusion. 

As many leave their families to come here in search of a better life we are quickly accepting of 

all those who enter the employment world. Those with disabilities or immigrants are not 

always welcomed as openly. 

as mentioned we should not focus on difference but what is our common issues - as long as we 

are addressing who is different and why we are not making any progress. 

Because we are such a loving, intentional, and cerebral city we boast a very mature and open-

mindedness to all our fellow humans! 

but still one of the most inclusive city I know!! Well done Calgary 

Calgarian immigrants are relatively free to act as they have in their home country. 

Calgarians are accepting 

Calgary  has a very diverse population and as a city we try to welcome people from all 

backgrounds. 
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Calgary diversity and inclusiveness is great.  Groups that request further "acceptance" are 

promoting an agenda specific to themselves at the expense of everyone else. 

Calgary generally is very welcoming and embraces diversity and promotes inclusion. 

Calgary has  the privilege of having hundreds of  organizations and informal  groups, interfaith 

organizations, festivals and special events ( over 300  each year) that celebrate diverse 

genders, languages, arts, cultures, skills, wisdom and faith. All of these have an open  

membership to the public. . We  have a "buffet" of pluralism  in our  city. 

Calgary has a great history of "ethnic" communities - celebrate the food!!!! 

Calgary has become very diverse and multi-cultural, but not fully integrated; need to bridge 

across the groups more.  We really don't have much ethnic tension, and LGBT is much more 

accepted than it was 20 years ago. 

Calgary has changed enormously since I left in 1964. It is multi-cultural now and I hope that 

continues and we can get to know the pockets of people from other places. 

Calgary has come a long way since the days when it was considered a town of rednecks. 

Calgary has developed into a very multi-cultural place - it’s great 

Calgary has improved a lot with respect to inclusion of various disabilities, will get better the 

more it’s out there. 

Calgary has many strong ethnic communities, including the Ethiopian community. 

Calgary has promoted acceptance of the LGBTQ communities; PRIDE parade is a good example 

of this. 

Calgary is a melting pot, we have every kind of nationality here.   When you walk down the 

street you see a variety of faces.  All white is boring. 

Calgary is a multicultural city which promotes diversity, for example by hosting a variety of 

cultural events and festivals to promote diversity awareness 

Calgary is a place where we hope all can experience their lives in peace, as empowering and 

working together to make this City even a greater and better place to live! 

Calgary is a very accepting, culturally diverse city. 
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Calgary is a very multicultural and I think works hard to support this...we have some socio-

cultural ghettoization but the BRZs are working to mitigate this and hopefully things will 

improve as our kids grow up together and learn to care for each other. 

Calgary is a very welcoming city. 

Calgary is already inclusive.  Often too much attention is paid to the small incidents that mean 

nothing in the big picture.  People would rather condemn others on social media rather 

than celebrate the often quiet successes that abound. 

Calgary is getting more diverse and is becoming a stronger city as a result 

Calgary is so racist that Donald Trump is distancing himself from it! 

Calgary is too divided between social class. 

Calgary is very accepting of diversity. It even has a Muslim Mayor. 

Calgary is very liberal and forward thinking about issues like LGBTQ but still has some 

conservative trends in regards to racism 

calgary seems to be very welcoming 

Calgary used to be a very inclusive place but feels less so recently. Calgary needs to do a better 

job educating the population about the wide-ranging diversity of citizens so that there is 

less fear and racism and other forms of prejudice and more acceptance of all. 

Calgary's diversity has increased steadily over the past half century. 

Calgary's LGBTQ scene is ridiculously small! 

Calgary's number of faith-related communities--Christian, Jewish, Muslim, etc.  Local television 

stations do an excellent job of featuring various religious celebrations as they are taking 

place. 

Calgary's response to the Syrian refugees was heart-warming. 

Canadian Cultural Mosaic Foundation- YYC Colours 

cater a lot to minorities 

Celebrate role models and best practices of inclusiveness. 

celebrate that we CAN be different, but we do not need to shout it from the streets. Celebrate 

that we can accept all people but we do not need to agree with lifestyles or clothes, or race, 

sex, age and anything else considered diverse and inclusive. 
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Celebrating a diverse range of cultures 

Celebrations of cultures, charities and fund-raising, Calgarians are generous. 

City of respect 

come on guys, really? Calgarians are very aware of the cultural communities within the city. Hey 

City Hall, get out of your cars and take the Transit No. 3 bus (Sandstone/Elbow Dr) You will 

pretty much hit every ethno-culture you can think of. It must be the longest transit line in 

the city going from Sandstone to Heritage Dr. (for those of you who don't know much about 

busing ... just say'n) 

Coming down hard on hate crime incidents is good. Celebrating diversity is good. School 

curriculum for GR 1-12 could be greatly improved 

community agency initiatives 

Continue to communicate and market opportunities to bridge gaps in race, social levels, 

religion, sexual orientation but stop bending over backwards to satisfy everyone.  Focus on 

key (proven) issues for improvement and concern.  Include everyone in the community but 

stop giving special privileges and opportunities. Think about the impacts before you invite 

refugees into random parts of the city/country rather than helping the original country 

work out their issues or figure out how you're going to "manage" an influx of this many 

people. Continue to police hate crimes and gang violence and reduce the amount of time it 

takes to process offenders through the justice system. 

Council making accessibility a priority moving forward. 

Cultural events 

Demographics i.e. population patterns that make diversity a promising vista, a horizon of 

opportunity to be harnessed for the greater good and as a model global village. 

Diversity is more than what you have listed, we all think and interact differently based on our 

brain and how it interprets the world. 

Do ALL of the priorities listed!!! 

Education, education, education. There is no substitute for education to reduce racism. 

Efforts are made not to exclude anyone 

Efforts like the Calgary Waldorf's "Social Inclusion" anti-bullying initiative 
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Ethnic restaurants do a great deal to break down barriers. Calgary is blessed with a number of 

really good ones. 

Events in the city often sponsored by an ethnic community with the goal of increasing public 

awareness about their culture. 

Every Calgarian seems to be aware of the value of diversity and the importance of inclusion. 

Everyone in school is helping with this and is becoming a safer place 

Everything, that people can come from anywhere in the world and they can find a Safe and 

accepting home here in Calgary 

Fairly efficient melting pot culture. 

Family  man women children 

Festivals celebrating diversity 

For every story of discrimination, racism and prejudice, there seems to be a strong community 

response that this is not who 'we' Calgarians want to be, and we can and will do better. 

Gay Pride Parade and all other festivals who highlight the diversity of Calgary 

generally there seems to be reasonable acceptance of differences - could improve but slowly 

moving in the right direction? 

Global Fest is my favourite event of the year! 

Global Fest should be promoted more. 

Great diversity of people.  Now we need to figure out how to give everyone a decent life and 

access to opportunities:  variety of housing, great transit, public institutions, services that 

work and make sense for our climate, dealing with poverty / education. 

Growing. 

Have a very diverse city 

How inclusive and diverse Calgary is, walk down any street, go to a store, ride the train, and you 

will see and hear it. 

How little friction despite our major ethnic and cultural diversity 

How Outlink has made a comeback after it collapsed last year,  how communities protect/foster 

their own (if people can get connected to them), the discussion of naming the new NE 

school after Manmeet Bhullar (please do this Calgary!!). 
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I believe Calgary is quite open and inclusive.   There are lots of forums to talk about and discuss 

issues. 

I believe individual rights have always been in our focus we just might need a bit of awareness 

and encouragement. And perhaps some education on the subject so people understand 

why something they don't believe in or aren't part of is just as important as those that they 

do or are. 

I don't know 

I don't want diversity......!!!! 

I live in a very diverse neighbourhood and I love that, I would like to see that continue 

I love how the Red Arrow Bus Company hired my friends' Downs Syndrome son. 

I see all walks of life in Calgary at different venues and events. 

I see more examples of inclusion and respect for all cultures and gender identities but we still 

have a fair way to go. 

I think the City wears a face that suits them when it's best. 

I think the festivals that various ethnic communities hold are fantastic for allowing outsiders to 

participate and learn about different populations. 

I think we need to continue the work we are currently doing in all of the above areas 

I think we're pretty welcoming to immigrants & refugees. 

immigrants get a lot of help 

Improved laws and opportunity to be who we are.. with acceptance of our city... 

In spite of the rapidly I resign diversity demographic, a strong sense of community. 

Increase awareness 

Increase the awareness and acceptance of minority groups, whether racial minorities or sexual 

minorities. 

It is hard to pick between addressing issues of racism against people of colour and 

discrimination against the LGBTQ community because both groups face a huge amount hate 

and violence in this city. This is an area where I struggle to think of anything positive to say. 

It is important to celebrate that Calgary does so well in terms of supporting immigrants, 

indigenous people there is some support but it could be better. However, for LGBTQ folks 
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the city is quite lacking. It often seems like LGBTQ people are so rare in the city primarily 

because many of them may choose to "pass" or remain invisible as a way to maintain their 

safety. The fact that only very rarely do you see a same-sex couple holding hands in public is 

very telling. In other cities such as Vancouver and Montreal such a population continues to 

be more visible. Clearly more advocacy work to create supports is needed. Places like 

Distress Centre, Sexual Health Centre and Outlink (when it is in operation) provide supports 

but their efforts may not be enough. 

It is not easy to engage our immigrant population and I have no idea how to overcome that 

difficulty. 

It will improve the harmony among different cultures and groups. 

Large diversity 

left out the injured who are forced to leave work force early in life 

libraries and many programs open to all 

Lots of cultural festivals but are becoming too expensive to attend. 

Lots of diversity 

Lots of opportunity for improvement 

Love the spirit of the Pride Parade and how far it has come in the last 20 years. 

Love to see the diversity when walking on the streets of Calgary. 

Many cultures 

Many different races/cultures call Calgary home and they are celebrated through different 

festivals and community events. 

Many neighbourhoods where inclusion seems to be working. 

Many people celebrate other people's cultures on a participative basis, not just as "tourism". 

More and more immigrants and ethnic diversity, plus support for all other diversity including 

gender 

more services for disabled people 

Most people I know are quite accepting - more emphasis on female discrimination and 

domestic violence needed. 

Multi cross cultural festivals/celebrations 
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Multiculturalism as a policy is really racist.  We are saying "You can come to my country and be 

a Canadian but you will really be an Indo-Canadian or French-Canadian or Chinese-

Canadian.  We will keep you separate and apart".   We should do everything we can to 

integrate into the Canadian mainstream and stop the cultural veneration of ideas and 

practices that made the immigrants leave those countries in the first place. 

Multi-culturalism! 

Municipal leadership has intentionally made diversity and inclusion a focus. 

Muslim mayor, large ethnic variety, etc.  Calgary is not the "red neck" town many identify it as 

being. 

NA 

NE Calgary is miles away. 

No comments. 

not much 

Not much when it comes to the city taking care of its own people. 

Not sure there is anything to celebrate, only because I am not a visible minority. 

Not sure. 

nothing 

Nothing - too much is being done for the "special" groups already. 

Nothing stop reverse racism 

Nothing, Calgary is still very racist. Especially the police 

nothing, have a long way to go, taking baby steps instead of giant leaps 

Nothing, work on the police, they need to stop profiling 

Nothing.  Let the people be.  We don't need a "nanny state". 

On the surface, Calgary is a tolerant community... 

Open minds. Everyone is welcome to participate. 

Openness 

Openness of Calgary citizenry in general to diversity and inclusiveness 

Our diversity. 
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Our Mayor is a strong advocate of inclusion. We need businesses and other groups to be the 

same. 

Our rich diversity! 

People sometimes show support for others who are experiencing hostility because they are 

different. 

People with disabilities are virtually invisible 

Persons with disabilities continue to live in isolation due to the lack of affordable programs and 

lack of  education and awareness to the community at large 

Please lets include real Canadians- we are now the minority. I think we have over included 

immigrants way too much. 

Pride 

Pride parade 

Pride Parade and Dyke march 

programs 

Programs already being offered 

Response to Syrian refugees (at least initially, hopefully we can sustain this) 

Schools do a great job for the LGBTQ communities but graduates need support 

Schools teach diversity, inclusion, and acceptance 

Seems like there is a trend in the right direction. To even be thinking about this subject is 

progress! 

Sharing cultural festivals, inclusion of all into the city, education of different cultures. Educating 

both newcomers and established generationsof our responsibilities as citizens. 

Should celebrate that Calgary is becoming more ethnically diverse. 

So many cultures and languages in the inner city. It's beautiful! 

Stampede, Heritage Park 

Steps are made in the right direction 

Still too many mouth breathing rednecks who hate gay people in this city, but it is better than it 

use to be. 

Strides towards greater acceptance of diverse communities and lifestyles 
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Strong leadership that is more socially progressive has had a real impact on the safety and 

vibrancy of the city. 

strong pride Parade 

Such a broad term!  Ethno-cultural, disability, LGBTQ, bullying, racism, etc.  We have a diverse 

population, no matter how you slice it, and each minority community is finding its voice.  

We can listen, hard, and then listen some more.  Then we can act, as individuals and as a 

community.  There is a rich underground in this city, and we're starting to celebrate it! 

That no matter what race you are that you belong here.   Not just in a certain quadrant of the 

city 

That there is a good diverse community here! 

That we ARE so diverse, and that we are making conscious strides to positively benefit from this 

diversity. 

That we have pockets of committed people and organizations willing to change systems to 

make them more inclusive. 

The activities that exist. 

The attempts being made to address LGBTQ concerns and the fear they have for their safety. 

The Calgary Pride festival is awesome! 

The city is very diverse, and I hear racist comments infrequently. Of course, it would be better 

not to hear such comments at all. 

The evidence of diversity and inclusion in Calgary workplaces, schools, parks, streets. 

The fact that we celebrate diversity is good 

The fact we have so many diverse cultures available to learn from. By incorporating the best of 

the diverse cultures into our own we grow as a community & our increased knowledge base 

may inspire new ways of dealing with various issues that improve life for all. 

The gay pride parade! 

The growing acceptance of new arrivals from other parts of the world, and the growing 

sensitivity to bigotry against the "other." 

The increasing number of straight participants in the Gay Pride fall celebrations 
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the issue of prejudice against white seniors should be addressed.  Maybe it is just because I live 

in NE Calgary but most events are only for new arrivals.  I have also seen prejudice against 

my grandchildren because they are white.  My family has been here since the 1800 but I 

often feel like a second class citizen. 

the multicultural environment of our schools 

The recognizable high rate of inter-racial friendships,  dating, long-term relationships and 

marriages 

the reconciliation initiatives like Making Treaty 7 are good steps toward common 

understanding and history 

The rich get richer 

There are many organisations for all, and any, Calgarian to join.... not just culturally specific 

options. 

There are many organizations working effectively on these issues and they deserve all the 

support we can give them.  The big gap is our continued racism and prejudice against 

people who seem different from the norm which erodes the quality of life of the entire 

community, not just those who are discriminated against. 

there are many who try to make Calgary a welcoming, inclusive city 

There are many wonderful generous leaders throughout Calgary industry and communities 

including everyone fairly in their activities. 

there are some employers here who do employ those with special needs. 

There are some good efforts like a robust immigrant serving sector and a welcoming 

community policy.  However being and Immigrant I believe the authorities could do better 

on this.  Specially in creating awareness and inclusion strategies. 

There have been festivals which celebrate the diversity of Calgary's population. We should 

celebrate the fact we are all people of worth and worthy of respect, in all facets of the 

community no matter ones abilities, or background. 

There is becoming less and less to celebrate in this area.  There is too much emphasis on 

differences and not enough on what we have in common. 
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There is far too much emphasis on political correctness when it comes to racism and prejudice. 

If you address some of these issues openly it will be much healthier in the long run. There 

will always be inherent racism and prejudice. Everywhere all over the world 

There is more openness in this city to celebrate diversity.  There is a new spirit here as our 

median population grows in its size. 

There is still too much racism 

too many ethnic people  accepted 

Too much celebration of groups that don't contribute - LGBTQ, aboriginals, underemployed, 

homeless - direct attention to true contributors. 

Urban diversity live work play and socioeconomic 

Very diverse city 

Very multicultural 

Volunteers work hard to make sure everyone feels welcomed. 

We accept cultures. 

We are a city of immigrants. We should acknowledge and celebrate this more often. 

We are a city of pioneers, some generational, some newcomers and immigrants - our 

commonality is the desire to build a good life for ourselves and families - we do this 

together as an inclusive community - if we choose to. 

We are a diverse community and we have lived together with minor issues for a while now. 

We are a diverse society 

We are a friendly bunch! 

We are a melting pot of ethnic diversity - which provides some great opportunities for new 

experiences. 

We are a very diverse city, and generally very accepting of differences 

We are a very inclusive city 

We are all becoming more mindful and tolerant. 

We are already very inclusive and diverse 

We are an accepting community. 

We are diverse!!! 
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We are doing fairly well, but could always be more inclusive. I think cutting barriers to foreign 

employment would go a long way. 

We are doing great. 

We are open to cultures from around the world. 

We are open to ethno cultural communities. 

We can celebrate that we continue to welcome everyone to Calgary but I'm not so sure we're 

as supportive as we think we are. Each of the groups mentioned above would say that 

discrimination is alive and well in Calgary, and it can be more difficult to live here than they 

imagined. While there are supports and advantages for people of varying communities, we 

would be wise to find ways for us to get to know each other. 

We cater to the minorities a lot 

we do a lot that is good 

we do enough 

we do not need more city social engineering. 

We embrace the Pride movement 

We have a diverse population and more can be done to foster Canadian values. 

We have a long way to go but I believe our efforts and events like Calgary Cares will help us get 

there.  Any time people can replace ignorance with information we will all be better off. 

We have a lot of opportunities to connect with different folks especially through diverse 

cultural influences and immigration. I think we have a long way to go on addressing 

unconscious bias when it comes to gender though. 

We have a lot of work to do but we are talking about this issue. 

We have a number of individuals from other ethnic groups as leaders or involved in local, 

provincial or federal governments. 

We have a serious problem 

We have already come a long way in the past few decades. 

We have amazing political leaders. 

We have an amazing city of diversity, which is an example to the world of how so many people 

from diverse backgrounds can work together to build a great community. We need to 
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continue to create opportunities for all of our diverse communities to work together to deal 

with the challenges we face as a community  and to seize the immense opportunities we 

have when we work together. 

We have an incredibly diverse city, and you can see it in places like Princes Island Park on 

weekends. Unfortunately, these communities are "relegated" east of the Deerfoot, which 

creates an "otherness" that is not to our collective advantage. 

We have become more inclusive, as the number of people moving to Calgary has increased 

over the last 15 years. 

We have come a long way but still way too redneck 

we have done more than our share 

We have enough diversification... do you hate white people? 

We Have gone too far on these issues. People are afraid to address issues as they are termed 

racists and bigots 

We have some fierce advocates in our community for various issues. Like Mike Morrison and 

others. 

We have the diversity and we can work on inclusion as a value. 

We have the diversity to work with, even if it isn't as big as some other cities. 

We must be one of the most diverse cities in the world 

We need to address issues of racism particularly with indigenous people, it is heartbreaking to 

hear their stories. 

We need to talk about real racism, culture appropriation and the privileges of whiteness. I 

didn't learn this until I voluntarily read more after high school. 

we seem to get on very well together and accept Considerable ethnic diversity where that 

ethnic group does not isolate itself from others 

WE should celebrate that no one now, and not for the last 60 or more years, gives a damn 

where one is from (unless it is from Toronto or Edmonton, then we hate you!)or what 

colour you are, are what religion you profess (unless you're going to shoot us), or what sex 

you are (as the French say, 'Vivre le difference').   Prior to that, our biggest prejudice was 

against those damned 'Remittance men' - just ask my father who did not like them at all! PS  
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All this going on and on about ethnics is just raising the tension bar by over emphasizing a 

problem that hardly exists.  My Ukrainian father-in-law, my Indo girlfriend, my Filipino 

cousin's wife, my Indian (now we have to say 'aboriginal') nieces could care less about this 

so-called concern. PPS I do have to say, though, that I am curious about what this LGBTQ 

community is.  I wouldn't know one if I saw one, never heard of one while growing up, and 

can't imagine that it is of a relevant size. 

We should recognise that we have a major problem that needs rectifying....by all 

Calgarians...both residents and professionals in the field. 

we support a vibrant Women’s Centre!!! 

Welcoming if Syrian refugees 

Welcoming refugees 

welcoming refugees from home and abroad 

We're a pretty diverse city and it really shines in certain arenas such as city kids sports leagues. 

We're moving in the right direction! 

We've come a long way baby 

When we can elect a Muslim mayor - we are no long cowpokes. 

the city has Definitely been taking more efforts and this work just needs to continue. 
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Lifelong Learning 
 

Early Childhood Development 

What do you believe is the top priority for improving Calgary when it comes to early 

childhood development? OPTIONS: Increase supports for children experiencing 

developmental difficulties, improve support systems and programs offering 

parenting advice/information, increase number of high quality, affordable early 

learning services and increase the “readiness” to learn of children entering 

kindergarten. 

Affordable, accessible, high quality childcare options within communities (without extensive 

waiting lists) 

Again, the province is already responsible for education, so it is not the city's place to replicate 

services. 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above plus addressing supports for parents allowing them to worry less about paying 

rent etc. and focus  on parenting. Additionally it would be amazing to increase access for 

children living in poverty to take part in activities that children from wealthier families get 

to participate in. 

All of the above! 

All of the above.  Reading, reading, reading . . . 

All of the above. We are lacking in every area. 

Allow families to raise their children without government interference 

allow toddlers and children under 6 to explore their physical environment - stop pushing them 

into classrooms or confined settings 

Better funding 
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call it what it is daycare - except for the poor and the aboriginals - we need to help them 

Clean parks and free access to pools and recreational activities for children 

Create more programs in low-income neighborhoods for at risk children.  Have more 

community centered programs for at risk children. 

Decrease class sizes 

Early childhood programs 

Encourage new parents to interact with their children, read to them. 

Expansion of Calgary Public Library resources for early childhood education and reading 

programs that help young parents focus their efforts on this. 

focus on education of newcomers 

focus on pre-natal health and support in addition to supports post-Nataly 

Focus on the basic building blocks - reading, writing & arithmetic 

Foster a culture of community's that feel an ownership over raising children. It takes a village. 

full day kindergarten especially for families with challenges 

Fully fund education - and feeding programs 

Get a responsible body for the management of the City school systems 

Get real about the need for prevention from conception on. 

Get the government out of child rearing 

Greater support for parents being able to raise their own children (a stay-at-home parent). 

Help stay at home mothers. 

I don't really have any idea what the priority should be. 

I have no children 

Improve supports for parents and guardians to truly understand their effectiveness to build a 

relationship with their child before the age of 5. 

In ease daycare access 

increase awareness of existing programs 

Increase education, awareness and programs for childhood exercise to aid in reduction of 

childhood mental illness. 

Increase opportunities for all kinds of play 
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Increase out of school care options for working parents 

increase parenting advice and programs, with bi-yearly follow-up with possible high-risk 

parents and children 

increase programs for new/low-income parents to support children 

Increase supports and wages for early childhood caregivers and educators 

increase the education levels of young men and women 

increase the parent/child interaction, less daycare and more family time 

Keep allowing the charter and private education system access to under populated schools 

larger variety of early childhood education options eg full time kindergarten 

Let kids be kids 

Low cost quality daycare for all 

Make full time KG and part-time pre K a standard part of the public education system as is 

common in most advanced societies. 

More awesome playgrounds 

More discipline! 

More low cost programs and activities for children and their families 

More unorganized play 

NA 

Need to start teaching children practicalities of life. 

No change required. 

No opinion 

no opinion 

None of the above 

Not really a requirement to improve 

Nothing needs to be done here by the city 

Parents need to take primary ownership of responsibility for educating their children 

Poverty reduction. 

Preach parental responsibility. 

provide opportunities in neighbourhoods for children to play outside in our community parks 
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Provide tax breaks to day cares to bring the cost down. 

Quit catering to these people 

recognition and support for homeschooling options 

Reduce taxes of taxpayers without children that go to support "extra" services like meal plans, 

childcare, support for multiple children families, etc. 

Set standards for programs 

Status Quo is fine. 

Stop spending money 

Stop subsidizing and allow private education to flourish as this improves the system 

support parents of young children to ensure stability as identified by the Alberta Family 

Wellness Initiative. 

Teach art of friendship, personal boundaries, respectfulness... 

The onus is on parents to do a better job of development. We should not be relying on the 

government to provide extra or unnecessary programs for every perceived problem. 

they need more outdoor access to play and exercise 

This is a list of effects, not policies. Cutting taxes would help achieve all these goals. High taxes 

and regulation prevents them all. 

This is a provincial issue, not a municipal issue 

This is as always a problem of services vs neighbourhood demographics.  Older neighbourhoods 

underused. Vs new overused 

Update the kindergarten curriculum. Every child nowadays has gone to pre-school and they 

make kindergarten like pre-school and the kids are bored 

we already do enough 

we do enough already 

we have everything put money into seniors programs 
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What should we celebrate about Calgary when it comes to early childhood 

development? 

 

A community that understands that early childhood education benefits from exposure to 

creative programs. 

A fairly good job here 

a high number of  young  children in Calgary. 

a lot of free early childhood programs and activities (parent links, CPL...) 

A lot of public schools 

a lot of services geared for the early learner and parents 

about childhood in school 

access to early childhood education 

Access to schools and programs 

Again there are a lot of options in this field for citizens of Calgary. Early childhood development 

and education is one of the most important factors for raising children who can help make a 

difference and become productive members of society. 

Alberta Family Wellness Initiative and it's work.  Promote it and help them create relationships 

everywhere. 

Alberta, and therefore Calgary, has one of the best support systems in Canada for children with 

developmental difficulties (PUF, FSCD). 

All above should be priority. Celebrate resources, but resources are limited. 

All is good unless you have a child with learning challenges. Teachers need more support in the 

classroom to more effectively  work with such children and their parents - even if it is 

helping them diagnose and deal with challenges. 

All the support 

All your initiatives rely on increasing expenditures and tax base to pay.. NONE of your questions 

really address what is affordable or not. This survey is so slanted .All you are asking is VERY 

one sided and do not address the costs 
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Although it may not always be the fastest system to respond, we do have programs to identify 

children with learning disorders and to provide learning aids if required. 

Amazing work being done by the Coalitions and the First 2000 Days network! 

birth rates/ parenting skills 

Calgary does and amazing job in this area! 

Calgary does have child development programs offered through community associations. 

Calgary has a number of non-profit and community-based organizations devoted to early 

childhood development issues. 

Calgary has an opportunity to surpass the world in education if the Government would get out 

of the way of curriculum and stop interfering with parental rights. 

Calgary has beautiful public playgrounds for young children, and many recreation options such 

as swimming pools, parks, community centres, Telus Science Centre, Olympic Plaza festivals, 

community fairs, family movies, etc. 

Calgary has been a part of the Adverse Childhood Experiences research and have concrete 

evidence to support prevention 

Calgary has come along way but with the emphasis on integration into schools many kids are 

lost in the shuffle.  There is just not enough money in the pot to help these kids and adults 

Calgary has leading edge practitioners and proponents of early childhood development. 

Calgary has many innovative early childhood programs. 

Calgary has many opportunities for early childhood development, however there is no central 

database to access these programs. 

Calgary has numerous early childhood programs that are readily available. 

Calgary is a modern city that value children development.  But what is the definition of early 

childhood development?  It is all of the above.  How can one values one but not the other.  

A parent has no control of what a child is born with. Just because one parent who has a 

normal kid, so she should only concern of normal childhood development?  They all deserve 

to have the care that they need.  I think we should think that parents should reserve the 

time for children, not money or materials.  Doing things, engage with children personally 

has the biggest impact to them.  It doesn't have to be expensive but TIME. 
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Calgary is very much a kid friendly place.   Lots of parks and recreational activities for them to 

do. 

Calgary Libraries working hard to create early Childhood learning centres across the city 

Calgary needs to ensure that there are supports for all children to thrive, including improved 

and increased supports for those with developmental issues and ensuring children are 

prepared for success in school. 

Calgary offers Kindergarten but we need to get it all day long because children are losing out. 

When some areas get it and others don't there is discrimination. It penalizes children, offer 

a more equal opportunity. For early childhood development you really do need to increase 

the supports for children experiencing difficulties and provide systems and programs 

offering parental support, advice and information. 

Calgary Public Library programs! 

Calgary Reads 

Calgary Reads! 

Calgary schools 

Calgary schools have taught and inspired many successful people. 

can`t comment have no children or grandchildren in the system. 

Celebrate programs that advocate genuine childhood development. 

Charter schools that offer programs for children who require alternative teaching methods to 

be successful. 

Child friendly environment - not crammed into urban high-rises 

Child support 

Childhood development in Calgary is one of the better of Canadian cities. It still needs to be 

improved with having a quality and affordable childcare system with more public (not for 

profit) childcare spaces made available.  Early learning is important and can be factored into 

the childcare programs right from the start of a child's attendance to childcare facilities that 

fosters a positive learning experience. 

Children have good rights 

Children with issues need help as do their parents especially with respite care. 
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Children! 

Choices parents have in Calgary and the options (availability and cost may impact) but there are 

lots of high quality programs and choices. 

City officials should stop looking for ways to spend more tax dollars on social experiments. 

Closing schools helps no one 

Collaboratives like the Early Childhood Care network. NeighbourLink is also working on 

programs for infant care under two. 

Commitment to play and building spaces for early childhood development 

continue with the programs currently developed by the CBE for early childhood intervention - 

put money into these services - the sooner issues are addressed the belter we are to cope 

and resolve. 

Cool nature Kindergarten programs 

Day cares which are very expensive do a great job but they are far too expensive for the 

average person.  Consider subsidization as they do in some other provinces 

Deal with poverty and domestic abuse and you would go far in relieving many of the childhood 

issues 

don't know 

don't know/not familiar enough with subject area 

Don't repay know. 

Early intervention gives children a strong start in life  especially if they have some medical 

challenges. 

Early literacy programs at Calgary Public Library 

ECMap gave us a great baseline. No enough people know about it though 

Education and welfare is at a reasonably high standard compared to other places I've been. 

Ensuring a higher level of early education will help to see a more capable and willing to 

contribute member of society. 

Education for everyone 

Efforts are being made in day cares to provide a learning component 
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Especially in this new century, parents need to realize that a lot of their methods are not good 

for their children in the future aka spanking, forcing them they have to eat (if the child is 

constantly not eating, seek help, forcing them will not do any good), shouting etc. 

Every child has access to terrific resources. 

Every child should have equal opportunities to develop. 

every child that wants an education can get it 

Everything is too expensive. 

excellent work with programs to assist with kids speech problems. 

Existing programs such as recreation centers. More early learning services need to be 

encouraged. There is a lack of day care services and before and after school programs. 

Family! 

First 2000 Days 

First 2000 Days Coalitions are working in a grassroots way to build support for early childhood 

development. 

First 2000 Days Network and their work. Unless issues are addressed in the early years, putting 

programs and services in down the road are much more costly. 

First 2000 Days Network is doing great work. 

For those who can afford them, the resources for ECD are extensive. 

Forest school programs like Common Digs 

Free library cards have to be helping to encourage more kids to read and learn. 

Front line staff working with children are often dedicated and very hard working. They don't 

earn enough money but continue to put children's needs first 

Getting parents involved in raising the future 

Good early childhood development programs are available if families know how to access them. 

Good health care monitoring thus ability to detect early learning problems 

Good program in schools to help with disabilities 

Good schools 

Great community initiatives like the First 2000 Days that address early childhood development 

from a holistic perspective. 
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great opportunities for MOST kids 

Great programs available through Calgary Public Library 

Great teachers and service providers who care for children. 

Great teachers of high quality backgrounds. 

Have developmental centre by the Alberta Children's Hospital and several outreach programs 

via Parent Links, one being a Francophone Parent Link.  Need to ensure variety of programs 

for early childhood ages in libraries and YMCAs.  Lots of tot parks - important to keep. 

He have good daycares and schools 

Help parents 

i don't have an idea 

I don't know that much about what is offered. I support stay-at-home parenting where humanly 

possible so supporting parents in that work, and the recognition of such work as having 

value, is what I would celebrate. 

I don't know. 

I have a child with a learning disability and am forced to pay more than $10K to keep him in a 

school that can support his learning challenges. 

I have twins and am grateful for the support of the TTMAC group. 

I have twins and the support of TTMAC. 

I see amazing work being done in this area! 

I think we have many opportunities, but I do not believe the public should have to pay for 

more. 

If I can go by my own experiences 40 and 50 years ago, and by my offspring's current 

experiences, I think this area is well covered.  I don't really know what "...experiencing 

developmental difficulties" means, but I think it would be hard for even me to argue against 

improvement for that item as well. 

In the absence of good quality non-profit child care, no compulsory kindergarten and no 

publicly funded pre-kindergarten programs, it's hard to say much positives 

Increase information about PLAY being important for children. Let's get them outside on 

playgrounds, walking and biking and not in organized sports. 
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Increasing affirdable day care spaces also increases the readiness of children entering 

kindergarten as well as improves support for children with developmental delays. 

Instead of eliminating programs and continuing on with construction projects that take forever 

and cost millions, put that money into more supports for children with disabilities. 

Is there a way to encourage more businesses to incorporate on-site daycare and preschool?  

Can we plan further ahead to make sure they exist at neighbourhood nodes like LRT 

stations? 

Isn't kindergarten designed to "increase the 'readiness" to learn".  Is there a movement afoot to 

start controlling a child's mind the minute it is out of the womb?  Early childhood 

development is a parent's responsibility--let's help them out. 

It would be great to see more support for young children that need it, without pressuring 

families that don't have children with extra needs to push more and more education on 

very young children. 

Keep the nanny state out of child rearing. 

Kindergarten in schools 

Learn to do by doing. 

Lets cater to those who need it....the rest just fall through the cracks....so be it! 

Let's celebrate the willingness to recognize the need for early childhood learning services, for 

both the child and the parents. With the high number of two parent working households, 

and low income households where finding food and affordable housing are daily chores, too 

often children are denied the opportunity to learn skills early which will impact their school 

performance in later years. The opportunity to socialize with other children and for parents 

to have access to a community of peers is vitally important. All programs which enable this 

in Calgary should be celebrated. 

Libraries available to borrow books for children, especially with free library cards. 

library programs,many family events 

Little.  Dearth of daycare leads to an underground economy of day homes that are sketchy and 

unsafe, with no regulation.  Scary situation for parents. 

Losing full day kindergarten was very bad idea bring it back 
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Lots early childhood programs 

Lots of activities and places to take the kids 

lots of diversity in programming 

Lots of good resources in place. 

Lots of information, programs, and supports available. 

Lots of kids here grow up in loving, open minded environments. 

Lots of options and supports for those who can access/afford them. 

Lots of preschool options but all are fee for service and not standardized 

Lots of preschools around my area. Kids are well taken care of. 

lots of prevention programs 

Lots of programs available for kids with developmental delays 

Lots of services and opportunities 

Lots of spaces but somewhat uneven 

Lots of support for young children are available, at affordable prices. 

Make it easier for parents to make informed choices about options out there for dealing with 

the myriad of issues related to childhood development. Make it easier for those institutions 

to provide services without the spectre of funding being slashed annually...help them be 

sustainable over long-term so they can make better solutions for the delivery of services in 

a cost-effective manner. 

many education options and some special needs classes 

more summer camps would be great - especially for 5 - 9 year olds 

Most children in Calgary get off to a good start. 

My family was lucky that Westmount Charter School came into being just when we needed it. I 

like the blueprint of the Edmonton School Board, that adopts all the Charter Schools instead 

of fighting with them. 

NA 

Nature 

no comment 

no comment 
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No comment 

No comments 

No comments. 

no opinion 

No opinion 

no sure 

nonprofit sector, Calgary Reads, CUPS, Calgary Family Services. Children's Hospital. 

Not just the readiness, but the social development of children entering kindergarten needs to 

be addressed. I know several kindergarten teachers, and they say the number of 

dysfunctional kids who have no social or fine motor skills is increasing rapidly. 

Not knowledgeable about what currently exists. 

not sure 

not sure 

Not sure 

Not sure. I'm not aware of any evidence to suggest that all the hype on preschool preparation, 

and " better" private schools, is anything more than just hype 

not sure..resources always needed ...shouldn't have to pay for some eg. learning to speak 

Nothing - it's expensive and learning is non programmed and random. 

Nothing.  Let parents raise their kids.  Governments have no place I the home 

number of schools available 

Once again, the Library is a mainstay for someone who has young children. Not only do they 

have programs at the Library, but also in the community. 

Organizations like First 2000 Days and Alberta Family Wellness Initiative are doing great work/ 

Our AHS programs supporting families, CPL programs supporting parents 

Our public libraries are critical in improving early childhood development. 

Our schools are great but it all starts in the home and with parenting.... 

Our system is high quality and teachers deserve more credit 

Parent Link Centres 

Parentlink, library programs. 
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Parents - parents usually know what is best for their children. 

Parents need to be better at teaching kids things before they enter kindergarten, ex. manners, 

respect, etc. 

Parents who TRY very hard to teach their children to live positively and how to interact with 

others is vital 

Provide more facilities and day care for early childhood. 

Provincial rules and funding needs to be reviewed. There are limited spaces and high cost in 

Calgary. 

Public Library programs have increased in number and variety to improve early literacy. 

Recognition and empowerment of LGBTQ youth. 

School services to aid children that have problems learning 

Services are very few and difficult to access.  Private options are expensive 

share more with parents 

Should celebrate access to Alberta Health Care and the services are already available from 

Alberta Health Services.  They are there as a great resource to Albertans and Calgarians. 

some elementary schools offer pre-school, but not enough 

Some good supports including Puff program 

Some play places such as Gymboree. 

Stop closing schools and building schools in most communities 

support the school system, and not let all that lay on a parent who cannot afford it. 

Teachers are under more and more pressure to teach huge classes.The larger the class, the less 

likely the students will feel meaningful engagement, the less likely optimum learning will 

happen. 

That childhood development occurs and we have reduced barriers that hinder their 

development. 

That there are a lot of options for parents to help their kids and to enrich their lives. 

The amount of really good programs for preschoolers(and the hope for many more.Outrageous 

parental costs for these programs has to be addressed tho) 
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the availability of little or no cost professional child care  and preschool would support families 

of all stripes. The "one pair of cheap glasses in kindergarten" approach does little to support 

the wholistic development of your youth 

The Calgary Public Library has renewed focus on early literacy. 

The Calgary Public Library is the best place to go for Early Childhood Development - the only 

free programs that I am aware of. 

The CBE does a great job at early intervention for their young students. 

The dayhome agencies are great! 

The fact we know it is important. Improving our understanding of how children learn & offering 

alternatives is good, but we need to ensure that all children have the basics & adjust the 

learning as needed. 

The first 100 days program 

The First 2000 Days 

The First 2000 Days has great information. (This should be utilized throughout Calgary) 

The First 2000 Days Network is doing amazing work on behalf of the sector. 

The library has excellent early childhood programs 

The library offers some great programs for  early  childhood development. 

The many remarkable people who work so hard to create good experiences for youngsters with 

very limited resources 

The multitude of low cost and free Early Childhood programs available within the city through 

the libraries, the zoo, recreation, nature camps as well as local business. 

The multitude of options available. 

The needs of children are a public concern. 

The private system has some great but pricey programs (eg. Kids & Company). 

The programming by the Calgary Public Library has been absolutely top notch! 

The proliferation of early childhood learning opportunities. 

the public schools we have been part of have been good 
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The resources available are amazing. We just need to be better at sharing what resources are 

available and at ensuring our teachers, child care professionals, and physicians are able to 

identify and assist with children with learning or developmental difficulties. 

The support in Calgary for expecting and new parents. 

The teachers 

There are a lot of activities for children to grow and learn in Calgary. 

There are a number of great services already in place. 

There are facilities for ECD. 

There are many excellent early learning services available to young families. 

There are many great opportunities for young children, we just need to make sure that they are 

accessible and affordable for all parents. 

There are many non-for-profits that are involved in programs for youth. 

There are programs to assist children, but we require more support systems. 

There are several programs for children with developmental difficulties in Calgary. More 

parents must be made aware of them. 

There are some programs in place for children experiencing developmental difficulties, which is 

effective for those children that can access those services.  But more supports are needed. 

These celebrate questions are getting annoying 

They are our future and we look after them 

they are smart 

they have more than we had as kids 

Understanding the health and wellness of our children is a priority for many. 

Unknown 

Unknown. 

Unsure 

We are aware 

We care - the continuem of options is growing. 

We do have a variety of options for parents who seek outside help raising their children.  

Encouraging childcare op0tions in the workplace would be great. 
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We do have some great programs for preschools. Let's do a better job of letting parents know 

about them. 

we have a city 311 call center. we have a AHS health link we have a world renown Children's 

hospital Why are they not aware?? 

We have a good education system.  What is lacking is the support for the child's family 

We have a high proportion of young families 

We have a lot of activities that I see advertised at the public libraries and rec centres.  The best 

part about these is that they are often free which encourages people to take advantage of 

them without feeling the strain of financial commitment. 

We have a lot of great programs already, with a huge early childhood community. 

We have a vibrant public library system offering free learning opportunities and resources to 

young children as well as people of all ages. 

We have all the resources and ability to become truly successful in early childhood 

development and could become international leaders in this area. We must recognize that a 

strong investment in early childhood education and development will reap savings down 

the road. 

We have an active collaborative that is focused on advancing early childhood development, but 

we sure have a long way to go 

We have an excellent school system - more parenting advice is necessary 

we have help for mothers when need arises. 

We have incredible opportunities for young kids here. Little ones here have so much compared 

to other places in the world! 

We have lots of talented, passionate workers/carers working in our current system. Being able 

to better enable parents/caregivers would be an excellent next step. 

We have many parents who support their children and provide them with great skills to be 

ready for school/their communities. 

We have so many young families in our city, and there are so many great opportunities for 

those at home with these little ones to connect with each other. 

we have so much 
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We have some amazing programs/services in this city.  I often feel we do not do enough to 

make our citizens aware of all that is available.  We can do better. 

We have some dedicated, passionate workers in this field. 

we have some excellent services for those who can afford it or who are in the very low/no 

income brackets. 

We have some fabulous organisations, such as Ready for Learning, that are providing programs 

directed to early childhood development.  Perhaps the City can support it further (eg. by 

providing facilities to run the programs in). 

We have some good, reasonably affordable pre school facilities 

we have too much care for  children need more for elderly 

We have very good schools for our kids within the city, and more are in the construction phase. 

we seem to have many kindergarten areas that are well occupied and, on the whole, well 

serviced by competent staff. 

We should celebrate about Calgary that programs to increase early childhood development 

exist but there are some gaps that often make me questions if even such programs are as 

accessible as they could be. 

We should celebrate reading and the love of learning in children, support for immigrant 

children, and the teaching of critical thinking skills 

We should celebrate that early childhood development is recognized as a priority; however, the 

provisions for early childhood development do not seem to reflect a holistic solution for 

most families. Access & affordability seem to be a concern. 

We try too hard to satisfy very perceived need at an expense we are increasingly unable to 

afford. Let parents parent or rather make them parent, it is not societies responsibility. 

Well-maintained parks. 

While I believe that Calgary Public Library is doing as much as it can for the early years (0 to 5), I 

see it as a natural, accessible resource for all Calgarians and would like to see resources 

allocated to these early years programmes increased substantially.  It's so important that 

young children are exposed to language, books and reading.  They are our future.  Even in a 

high tech world, reading/literacy is a basic building block. 
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Wholesome family outing locations like Zoo, Heritage Park, Parks in general, lots of community 

group recreation activities like soccer 

WHY is there a need for breakfast programs in Calgary? Our provincial Govt. needs to work with 

our municipal govt. to ensure parents are given food stamps ( used for food only) , hire 

more Social Workers specifically focusing on those children coming to school without 

breakfast at home! Our educators & Social Services monitoring these situations. We need to 

start somewhere! 

more learning options.  With a child With learning challenges I had options but they were still 

very expensive. 
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Education and Learning 

 

Which of the following do you believe is the top priority for improving Calgary when 

it comes to education and learning ? OPTIONS: Ensure equal access to extracurricular 

learning opportunities, improve Indigenous youth high school completion rates, improve 

the affordability of post-secondary education, ensure adult education and learning 

opportunities are widely available,  improve the availability of parenting and family 

support programs for children in elementary and junior high school and support the 

availability of tutoring for low-income high school students. 

 

increase standards . end public subsidies for private schools . 

A, C, D, and E 

Affordability of all education resources for everyone 

again, education is the responsibility of the provincial government, who I already pay taxes to. 

Again, status quo is fine. 

All 

all above 

all above, and shift the focus from the LGBT problems to better education problems. educated 

people will always respect others needs and fight will be necessary. Also, early introduction 

of such topics as sexuality harms unprepared kids. leave this job to parents and provide 

parents with free education on how they can teach their kids about such topics. I have no 

issues with LGBT factor, but I would like to have my kid not to be influenced by all this until 

he is grown up. sometime kids seek for attention and love, and try to make themselves 

special. to LGBT is a cliché now and they take it, just to be heard. but the issue is not their 

sexuality, but the lack of love. teach them to communicate, respect others different views, 

respect others privacy, and solve their relationships issues and not let them LGBT concealer 

to mask those issues. 

all of the above 

All of the above 
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All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above! 

All of the above!  Too many colleges are popping up - not credibility - focus on making money 

rather than advising. 

All of the above, many of which overlap 

All of the above. 

Alternative learning facilities 

better funding for post-secondary institutions 

Better management of school system to provide new schools in growth areas where children 

live and to close under utilized schools rather than busing kids to them 

Better use of funding 

Build a K-20 system that is more integrated 

Children being bussed long spdistances to school and being charged high fees when they do not 

have the option of a local school. 

Class sizes are too large 

community schools - less bussing 

continue work on all of the above 

cut administration and put the dollars in the classroom 

decrease class sizes 

Develop a strong curriculum suited to this century 

don't know 

Don't know 

Early learning (ages 0 to 5) is vital to our future. 

Education system is okay, simply an old way of teaching, but the whole world does it. I 

appreciate a more open learning style like Master's Academy which allows students to apply 

their learning to current issues. 
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Eliminate private schools. 

encourage more trade and vocational training/education 

Ensure access to basic education for all 

Ensure adequate support from province for aging schools and to keep class sizes manageable 

Ensure equal access to all forms/kinds of education and learning. 

ensure student to teacher ratio is within reasonable bounds 

Ensure that placements in schools are there for Canadian born students.  Far to much foreign 

tuition coming in at triple the ususal tuition. 

Ensure that we are actually supporting the unique abilities of students not based on averages. 

ensure the curriculums are appropriate to what is needed for our kids to thrive in a globally 

competitive system - so of what they are learning, and how taught makes me scratch my 

head... 

Ensure there is enough opportunities for young students moving from high school to University 

or Tec schools to get in. Often there is a space issue. 

Ensure university professors are competent teachers and have a good grasp of english. 

Ensuring the middle of the road students are getting just as much attention and help from 

teachers as the high and low functioning students. 

Equally both, improve the affordability of post-secondary education and ensure adult education 

and learning opportunities are widely available 

Fire old, teachers that simply are there for a mcjob and a mcpension 

Full day kindergarten programs 

Get the government out of the way and implement full complete school vouchers to private 

schools. 

Give teachers support and increase funding to schools. Quit giving public money to private 

schools. 

If children are ahead of the class they need to be given more challenging work, not wait til the 

other kids have caught up. 

If you can't build, then re-assign schools! Youth passing two high schools on the bus to get to 

their "designated" public high school, 45+ mins away is unacceptable. 
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improve access and funding to all children with learning disabilities..these have been cut 

drastically in recent years 

Improve class sizes in high school to enable inquiry based learning 

Improve the Quality of all levels of education 

Improve the quality of our private and public high schools, targeting higher ranking universities 

and better outcomes for students. 

Improve the quality of post-sec ed 

improve the quality of teachers 

Improve the range and availability of masters and Ph.D. Level,programs available. There are too 

many certificate type programs that hold little value. 

improving the conditions of Calgary's schools, particularly those older than 20 years.  It is 

appalling and embarrassing.  I know this is a provincial issue, but really, put some pressure 

on the gov't to address this. 

Improving the current archaic format of public education. 

Improving the quality of public education (K-12) 

Incentivise continuous learning, develop strong programming and provide affordable options to 

make it easier to participate 

increase availability of before/after school care programs 

increase ed opportunities for youth, indigenous, immigrant and low income 

Increase meaningful vocational training opportunities, not for-profit certificate mills churning 

out meaningless certifications. Hold U of C to account for their embarrassing spending 

practices. 

Increase programmes to benefit the capable as well as the challenged. We need to encourage 

and enable our best and brightest. 

Increase secondary education access 

Increasing the amount of second languages available to be taught at schools. 

increate access to programs for gifted children (school, mental health, parent support) 

It is great that the province allows people to pay for private schools.  Great system. 
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It seems like the CBE is doing a lot to PREVENT alternative programs being created (i.e. Charter 

Schools) 

Just focus on a good, basic education 

Less red tape for educational systems outside of the government who care about educating our 

youth 

Less time on buses.  Put schools where children are. 

Listen to our teachers and give them what they need. 

little of this is the responsibility of the city but rather the boards and AB Govt 

lower classroom sizes, pay teachers more, provide more support to teachers working with 

students with diagnosed and undiagnosed learning disabilities, build more schools. 

Make it more difficult/less desirable to drop out of school 

Make teachers more responsible and if they don't do a good job get rid of them 

Make the U of C one of the best schools in the world 

More rigorous oversight (financial and regulatory) of CBE. 

More teachers and smaller class sizes. 

move to a year-round school year 

need better post-secondary 

Need more high schools 

No requirement to improve 

Open more spaces in capped enrollment programs at our outstanding Calgary post-secondary 

institutions. Engineering, medicine, nursing, vocational studies at SAIT, etc. 

prepare students for world of continuous learning because of automation and artificial 

intelligence 

put more of the onus on parents and parenting 

Readiness to learn (full bellies, happy, shelter etc.) 

reduce admin too many in every school hire more teachers 

reduce classroom sizes 

reduce the number of PA days, hire high quality educators, improve communication between 

parents and teachers 
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Replace the 30 yr old education system 

Return to teaching the basics before trying to change to unproven new ways 

Shift culture and the system. More programs and services aren't the answer. Go alongside 

community. 

Stop funding charter schools and provide better funding for public schools. 

Stop funding private schools with public money. 

Stop government from dictating their subjective views, especially regarding the oil industry, 

environment and history. Promote more objective curriculum and critical thinking 

support educators to recognize the effects of trauma on learning and incorporate mental health 

and psycho educational programs in schools to ensure that learning is as barrier free as 

possible (ie Wise Guys program, Who Do You tell program etc.) 

Support efficient assessment for coding children and referring them to professional services in a 

timely manner. too many kids wait too long for the help they need. 

support Julie Hrdlica and the public school board in delivering a well rounded holistic education 

that is equitable and (meeting the needs of each student and family) 

Support parents so they can be better parents 

Taking education back to the basics. Opening vocational schools,  as in the past, where youths 

can earn a trade and get their high school diploma  at little to no cost. The expense will be 

saved through the youth who are occupied,  not marginalised. 

Teach children road sense! 

teach the fundamentals to children 

The opportunities are there.  How to get people involved is the question 

There are multitudes of education opportunities in Calgary. 

Thin out admin, and put more $$$ into classroom activities 

Universities should offer more flexible part time or online programs for working adults. 

we just had a 10 percent increase in education taxes no more 

We need to do a better job at preparing our youth for life after school. They need a better 

understanding of taxes, budget planning and debt management. 
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What should we celebrate about Calgary when it comes to education and learning? 

 

A lot of schools available 

Acceptance and education of students from many cultural backgrounds also brings their 

parents and even grandparents into a sense of belonging here. 

Access to many types of educational opportunities..charter schools, private schools public 

school, home schooling, universities and colleges 

Active educational institutions building community, partnering with industry, and supporting 

local business on top of education! 

Again, education does not fall under city jurisdiction. 

All of the above 

All that we can celebrate about education and learning in Calgary is that we are aware that the 

only way to go "is a lot of improvement is needed" 

Amazing dedicated coaches .dedicated professionals throughout. Pay the coaches so they can 

do what they do full time without resorting to duct tape. Set up parallels amongst the 

artists and writers  and scientists who want to work with kids. 

Anyone can get a great education if they want to and have the ability 

Availability of choice of different education programs (public, charter, private). More availability 

for parents that have to work to have programs for children before and after school and 

during the summer. 

Big events, like the Crowchild Classic, make me excited about my school. It makes me want to 

be there and be a part of my school community. 

Calgarian is bless to have free education for all children for K - G.12.  But what happen next?  If 

they can't continue education, they will end up working no end job and have low income.  

We need to continue to provide them opportunities to raise better citizens. 

Calgarians have plethora of education choices. 

Calgary haas some good schools and universities. Libraries too. 

Calgary had many post-secondary education options. 

Calgary has a number of universities and a number of post secondary centres around the city. 
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Calgary has a significant number of postsecondary educational institutions. 

Calgary has a strong educational system. We produce well educated individuals. While doing so, 

Calgary needs to ensure it doesn't lose track of those who are less successful in the 

traditional model of school and ensure that all students are provided opportunities to be 

successful in their own way. 

Calgary has a very educated population which will continue to support education and learning 

as key community values. 

Calgary has a wide range of accessible educational facilities. 

Calgary has a wide variety of education and learning options available to learners of all ages. 

Affordability can be a barrier though. 

Calgary has alot of extracurricular learning opportunities but not all families can afford them. It 

is a barrier when it comes to children wanting to participate in a program but cannot do so 

due to their family's financial limitations. 

Calgary has an excellent educational record because of good teaching and good school systems, 

but I worry about the impact in this area because of our economic downturn. 

Calgary has an incredible gamma of  educational opportunities available for all  ages, trades, 

professions. 

Calgary has beautiful, well-respected universities and we can be proud of U of C, MRU, SAIT, 

Bow Valley College and the many more educational opportunities that are available. 

Calgary has great post-secondary learning institutions that attempt to serve a wide range of 

learners. 

Calgary has many post-secondary institutions to choose from. 

Calgary has many quality charter and private schools.  Our public schools struggle, however.  

Our public schools need a rethink.  Public schools should excel at basic education, and get 

out of the business of political indoctrination.  It should leave values education to parents.  

Also, public schools should get out of the business of extracurricular activities and all these 

unessential Mickey Mouse options courses and extras.  Back to basics. 

Calgary has outstanding post-secondary institutions. 

Calgary has several programs to address this issue but more is requires as the population grows 
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Calgary is a highly educated city and we should support efforts that encourage and enable 

higher education, like promoting RESPs for low income children. 

Calgary is capable of providing healthy development and learning in a just society 

Calgary offers great diversity in school options/programming. As long as it is not at the cost of 

more essential outcomes and child mental health, etc. then it is great something to 

celebrate. 

Calgary schools 

Calgary would benefit from lower housing costs for post-secondary students 

Calgary’s continuing education options have supported many individuals through changing skill 

expectations to maintain their work expertise. 

Campus Calgary - ambition to foster community based learning 

Can celebrate the fact that Calgary's dual system duplicates everything uncessarily (I Know, I 

know, it was part of the provincial creation that we ended up with a duopoly).        Always 

thought education was a provincial function.  Having said that, I think all of the above 

priorities are equal in stature and should all be highlighted.      PS get rid of this friendly and 

caring attitude and get back to demanding more of the students.  This doesn't mean being 

mean, it just means your education is more important than your feelings, and one way or 

another 'we' are going to learn!  My understanding is that Alberta schools (at one time had 

the top notch reputation) have been slipping, particularly in math, science, and English - the 

most important subjects students can master, so no Kudos here either. 

CBE does parent engagement very badly. 

Celebrate the life and accomplishments of dedicated people for the purpose of education and 

learning. 

Change the 30 

Charter schools 

Children should be able to attend school in their community and not have to be bussed across 

the city. 

Diverse programming at cbe 

diversitry of opportunities,inclusive events 
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diversity 

Diversity and program choice 

do we have teacher awards? 

don't know/not knowledgeable enough about subject area 

Education and learning is life long. 

Education in general is seemingly better here than other places I've seen. Sometimes a little 

tutoring and peer to peer help can make a big difference. Keep in mind equal access to 

extracurricular activities should not be overlooked, neither should adult education 

opportunities because when life changes sometimes training in a new field can a sure 

people are still able to work when things change for better or worse. 

Education is a privilege that continues throughout life. 

Education is affordable and accessible 

Education should be equal opportunity for all incomes 

educational and affordable access to language classes in the city. such as schools for learning 

new languages and becoming more diverse in other cultures. 

Emphasis on engineering 

Everyone has access to quality primary and secondary education. 

Everyone is committed to lifelong learning 

Excellent and varied options for educating children 

excellent school systems 

Excellent separate school board. 

extra tution 

Extracurricular learning opportunities 

Fantastic support to children with learning disabilities in the separate school system. Lots of 

options available to parents! 

for the most part, if parents want their children to receive a quality education, the publicly 

funded schools can accommodate (including a lot of special needs and ESL) 

Free tutoring available through Calgary Public Library 

General high quality of education in public schools and two excellent universities and SAIT. 
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General quality of the whole education system 

generally a good system in place 

Getting the 'right' start under the proper surrounding is vital - life-long 'telling' 

Good post-secondary institutions 

Good program and great teachers 

Good public schools 

Good quality of teachers hired by the school boards 

Good quality private schools. 

Good schools and good libraries 

Government needs to put children ahead of Teachers Union. There are too any days off and 

teaching days to short. Check Asia where all students are in class for longer periods. 

Great choice of schools via the CBE, the CSSD and the FrancoSud public boards. Also choice of 

Charter and private schools. 

Great educational system and resources. 

Great post-secondary options 

Great school programs overall 

Great schools 

great teachers 

great teachers 

great teachers 

Great teachers in the city. 

Growth of our college & university campuses  Continued education options for adults 

High quality post secondary education opportunities. 

High quality schools 

High tuition and closing schools helps no one 

Highly educated City for most part 

How can you go to school when you can't afford rent and food. 

How much Calgarians love to learn.  How much Calgarians love to read. 

How well educated and skilled Calgary's population is. 
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I am grateful there is such good access to free and low cost ($5) public lectures on a wide range 

of topics for the 50+ crowd, e.g. Calgary Association of Lifelong Learners, Historic Calgary 

Week, Jane's Walks 

I am very happy with the Franco Sud school board and have my kids educated in their first 

language! 

I have a degree...it means SHIT! 

I like the programs on sex, drugs, and (mental) health. They are started at the right age, even if 

kids think its weird, because it increases awareness so once kids are in grade 8 or 9, they at 

least have knowledge to build upon, just like teaching any other subject. 

I love that there are schools that offer second language learning. My own kids thrived in French 

Emerson and my grandkids are thriving in Spanish Emerson. 

I love the library and it's free courses 

I think education - completion of grade 12 - results are improving - slowly.Could be a little faster 

I think parents need encouragement with their children. 

I think we need major improvements in all of these area. Students are not being taught what 

they were taught 20 years ago and they are dumb because of it! Teaching is not a game.... 

these are our childrens lives and this worlds future! 

inclusivity and celebrating diversity.  Public schools (not private) that are open to students, 

break down barrier and address issues of completing in a humanistic way--those school are 

WORTH CELEBRATING!!  More partnerships with facilities and agencies would be great --

YMCA gyms, dance studios, art and creative meeting places, mentorships-this would be a 

dream. 

Increase university chairs (enrollment). A financial program to encourage graduates. 

integration of special needs and immigrant children 

It all starts in early years. Increase support here. We have lots of post-secondary opportunities. 

it is certainly easy to learn in Calgary with our fantastic dual K to 12 education system, our 

technical Institute, And two universities. I think we should be very proud of our education 

system 
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Learning opportunities are abundant and the act of learning can transcend income, race, 

culture, ages etc. 

Library provides 2 free on-line courses a year - excellent program! 

Linc programs are free to upgrade 

Lots of activities and opportunities for the brighter kids to really succeed. 

lots of choice, but only for those living in the suburbs, no programs for small schools. everything 

is a numbers game. 

lots of choices 

Lots of choices.  Too many, in fact. 

Lots of different opportunities, but many are out of reach financially for many families 

Lots of good schools 

lots of opportunities 

Lots of options and variety. High value on education. 

Lots of options available, especially after school programs for children and youth. 

Lots of schools 

lots of schools opening 

Lots of variety for education and learning opportunities. Excellent research facilities at the 

University level. 

Low drop out rates? 

Lower the costs for education in general 

Many available options. 

Many choices for students, re: college, university, tech schools, etc.  but the quality needs to be 

higher. 

many dedicated teachers 

Many opportunities are available through elementary schools for all children thereby helping to 

even out the impact of income discrepancies. 

Many options 

Many people love learning and there are some great success stories in terms of high school 

achievements etc 
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Many post secondary institutions in the city. 

Mediocrity! 

Modern options and charter schools that provide integrative and inquiry based education. 

more collective/collaboration between education institutions. Increase in indigenous history 

and reconciliation into curriculum 

MOre opportunities 

More post-secondary institutions 

most expensive system in the world 

most graduate 

Most of these issues and solutions are the responsibility of the province 

Mount Royal University is doing a great job, as is Bow Valley College.  The U OF C has become 

enamored with REAL ESTATE and endowment funds and forgotten that they are an 

educational institution. 

Multitude of options 

NA 

need to address more affordable programs for children with learning disabilities and special 

needs 

New advances at the provincial level that provide increased protections for LGBTQ youth in the 

school system are fantastic. 

New schools 

no comment 

no comment 

no comment 

No comment 

No comments 

No comments. 

No idea on this. 

No sure 

nothing 
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Nothing 

Nothing 

Nothing, remove tuitions all together 

nothing, the gov't is now going back to the basics of learning.  Throw away computers, cell 

phones, and make the kids learn arithmatic, social studies, history, spell, and READ AND 

WRITE! The kids today cannot, even in grade 9 figure out how much is one bananna is when 

there is 6 in a bunch, at .59 per bunch. Do away with spell check, make the kids work and 

learn.  The Millenials cannot be without their phones.  Disgusting 

number of institutions offering continuing ed opportunities 

Open minds school!!! 

opportunity for people to be educated 

Options provided by Charter and private schools 

Our amazing educators in schools! 

Our dedicated teachers. 

Our education is fairly good 

Our great public school system 

Our incredible teachers! 

Our present learning resources and opportunities for lifelong learning 

Our school boards are doing a good job with the resources they receive. 

Our teachers do a great job. 

Our three universities 

Our university option (U of C) is pretty disappointing outside of engineering... Improve 

reputation somehow. MRU is better so maybe learn from them. 

Outstanding educational facilities and opportunities at all levels 

Outstanding public education offered by two school boards to all citizens of Calgary 

Parents have a wide variety of education options in Calgary - public and separate schools along 

with charter schools. 

Partnership with Bow Valley College and the Calgary libraries as adult learning centres 
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Post secondary education, workshops and courses are extremely expensive.  This does not 

encourage people to cultivate themselves that often. 

Post-secondary education is extremely accessible and affordable. 

Primary school has improved in the last 30 years. 

Programs like Campus Calgary Open Minds... that's just one of many good things. 

Public education system (CBE)! 

Public Schools - people who care about our society support public education and send their 

children to public schools. 

Quality of public schools is high. 

Really good range of choice for parents and lots of opportunities for parents to be involved. 

Responsible adults are a model for responsible children. 

SAIT 

SAIT and Bow Valley College 

SAIT and the readiness of its graduates to enter into the work force 

SAIT, Calgary Public Library, Bishop Carroll High School's self-directed learning, private school 

options 

Schools try hard to encourage graduation rates 

Seems like there is an limitless number of choices from public/seperate/charter/private  Post-

secondary education is also becoming an elite option for only those whose parents' incomes 

can support it... 

Seriously what's the point of forcing kids to take health class!!! It doesn't help anyone. What we 

need are better textbooks that aren't fifty pages long explaining something that can be told 

in five sentences. Also it is impossible to pay for post-secondary education. Most people are 

smart enough they simply don't have enough money. 

Several schools and teachers are fantastic! The challenge is engaging parents in the education 

system. 

So expensive to study 

So many committed teachers! 

so many school types! 
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Some good educational institutions. 

Some of the countries highest learning opportunities. 

Some schools are excellent - Branton and Aberhart 

Start with teachers who are good.  Now that they earn more money than most the field should 

be attracting brighter and more motivated people.  The universities have to change the way 

students are selected for education degrees by no longer making it a default faculty for 

those who aren't that bright. 

Stop reducing the education and requirements for students to pass standardized exams as 

compared to the rest of Canada and the rest of the world.  By putting on kid gloves we are 

churning out stupid kids that can't compete and expect life to be handed to them.  Focus on 

STEM education so that we can start filling in the roles that the babyboomers will leave as 

well as showcasing Calgary as a hub for technology and corporate headquarters.  Ensure 

further education opportunities for the gen-Xers to compete with the handouts to the new 

millennials. 

Strong education system with appropriate infrastructure (schools, etc.) 

Strong post-secondary institutions and a solid public education system. 

Strong public school systems 

Strong university institutions 

support life long learning - learning new skills as we age - developing new opportunities 

Teachers & their hard work for low pay. 

Teachers are not in class long enough. There too many holidays and shortened school days. Ned 

more concentration on core subjects. 

Teachers! 

That everyone has the opportunity to go to school 

That mental health awareness and support is being incorporated into schools 

that we have a strong Public Education system to support 

The Calgary Catholic Board is very student focused, doing a great job educating children. Wish 

that CBE would focus more on students and less on making a name for themselves. 

The Calgary education system is excellent. 
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The City cannot solve all of societies problems by continuing to spread the very limited tax 

dollars into areas that are the provincial and federal domains. 

The City is working on improving many of these areas, but without increased provincial support, 

access to a broad range of learning opportunities and affordable education will not be 

possible. 

The City of Calgary and Calgary Public Library offer fantastic and low cost/free programs. 

The different schooling options in Calgary - public, separate, Waldorf, Montessori, etc. 

The diversity of the Calgary programs.  My children have extensive success as a result of the 

quality of Calgary's public schools. 

The First 2000 Days 

The list is important - we have great centres of higher learning - more access is key - 

The number of post-secondary education institutions that provide of variety of learning 

options. 

The programs at SAIT are very successful in that most of the students completing a program 

have job as soon as they are done. 

The public and separate  schools do a good job overall, compared to other North American 

cities. 

The quantity and quality of education and learning in Calgary be it upgrading, technical, post-

secondary, for the fun of it! 

the school systems is not a civic responsibility 

The sheer number and diversity of educational institutions in this city. 

The variety of institutions. 

the variety of options avaliable 

The vast amount of resources we have available for learning. We need to ensure all residents 

have access to education & be open to moving to different platforms. It seems to me that 

how we provide learning services needs to be more web based & less building centric. 

Online learning could remove the need to build schools at vast public expense & use those 

funds to ensure continuous online access to learning. This by itself could ensure more 

affordable access for many families who must currently pay user fees for transportation to a 
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school. Younger children could possibly learn in place while being watched over by the 

seniors who live in the same area; school buildings might become more multipurpose 

community centers that would be used for more than just the few hours that school is in 

session. 

The verity and availability of alternative learning opportunities, such as evening classes, online 

studies, etc. 

The wide variety of schools in the city. 

There are a number of good programs in Calgary 

There are lots of opportunities out there for families.  We have to make them aware of them. 

There are many different schools with many different programs for students to choose from. 

There is guaranteed something for each and every different individual. 

There are many education venues in Calgary at all levels, as well as, community programs which 

are fairly accessible to Calgarians, although not as affordable as they could be. Anything 

which improves learning opportunities for Calgarians of all ages, skill levels and income 

levels is desirable. In Calgary we are fortunate to have the Parks and Recreation program as 

well as the Calgary Public Library which provide opportunities for education at an 

reasonable cost. Still, post-secondary education is becoming more and more a resume 

requirement, and the cost of such an expenditure is increasingly difficult to attain. We do 

have many post-secondary institutions, though. 

There are many institutions here that provide learning opportunities, but the cost of many 

classes is much too high. 

There are many options for different types of learners in Calgary. But there are significant 

problems in the teaching of math and the transition from middle to high school math. U of C 

is also becoming difficult for many local students to attend. 

There are numerous universities and colleges. 

There is a good variety of educational facilities around the city. 

There is a great selection of education streams from which parents/students can choose. 

There is a lot of options for different kinds of schools in Calgary. I have a son with the learning 

disability. The public/separate school systems could not adequately support him - just 
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allowing him to bump along in the back of the classroom. We knew he needed a school 

designed to support his special learning needs. We tried to get him into a spot within the 

public and separate school systems but because he could read (barely!), he wasn't eligible. 

No choice but to send him to private school. So expensive. I wish there were better options 

for him and our family. 

there is a lot of options for post-secondary opportunities. 

There is a lot of variety but the private schools should not receive public funding.  And the 

university of Calgary needs to be more accountable to its students and the city - the quality 

of education does not match the tuition. 

There is a reasonable standard of achievement in schools and help for students with problems. 

There was an indigenous youth high school at one point. What happened to that school? 

there's not much to celebrate because they kids are hardly ever in school 

This comes from the province, so not sure what Calgary can offer on its own 

This seems to be more of a provincial responsibility 

To try and encourage people that you are NEVER TO OLD TO LEARN that learning is a daily 

process that we must all work at! 

TOO many charter schools that are not any better education alternative. And they still do not 

improve the morals or ethics- that many parents think would change.But take the money 

away from the "public" budgets. Too many high paid Board Memberse  both in the 

University and education systems. It is a public system- so why are the salaries not more in 

line with the Alberta union of public employess.. 

Top notch post secondary facilities 

Try to increase opportunity to go to secondary education and higher education standards. 

Two universities 

Two universities and SAIT 

Two universities. 

University and post secondary education was too expensive 

University of Calgary 

University of Calgary expansion. 
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Variety of educational options in the public system 

variety of language programs available 

Very solid and diversified Post-secondary system 

We are building more schools...slowly 

We definitely need more after-school care options 

We have a city of million people with local access to a variety of learning opportunities - we are 

a city of learners, always looking for better ways and new challenges. 

We have a great education system. 

we have a great public school system available to all 

We have a number of institutions in Calgary which provide post-secondary education with a 

diverse selection of fields of study 

We have a rich variety of skills in our population and a surprising number of centres where 

these skills are shared.  It would be great to provide transport and tuition for those who 

can't afford to take advantage of the city's learning opportunities. 

We have a strong diversity of learning opportunities with the post-secondary institutions. Bow 

Valley College is an outstanding example of meeting needs of many areas of the 

community. 

We have a variety of post-secondary institutions that allow students from all experiences and 

education levels. 

We have a wonderful education system that really makes sure everyone has the opportunity to 

learn! 

We have an excellent education and learning system in comparison to many parts of the world. 

We have better loans and grants than before. 

We have easy access to world-class institutions 

We have excellent post-secondary schools here. 

We have excellent schools, colleges, universities, and, SAIT. 

We have good schools here. 

We have good schools in the city.    And while not a city issue, I do believe we have too many 

charter schools that undermine our ability to support the public system. 
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We have great educational institutions right here in the city. Kids do not need to leave to attend 

post secondary 

we have great schools 

We have great schools, faculty and communities that support them.  But should we have to do 

3 bingos, 2 art raffles, a bake sale and a levy to help fund curriculum enhancements for our 

kids? Not every neighbourhood has the wherewithal to support their schools like that due 

to the economic situation of their constituents.  What can be done to boost options in less 

well-to-do communities? 

We have had great schools! 

We have in this province one of the highest curriculums I have seen anywhere. Along with early 

childhood education we definitely need to consider adult education to ensure a fair 

opportunity for everyone. Some people didn't finish school for whatever reason and should 

be able to do so. At the same time when you see things like the economy in Alberta, most 

jobs are energy related and when these fields experience a low and people need to consider 

a different kind of job, a little training can make all the difference and help ease the woes of 

transition. 

We have lots of schools.. although more are needed in the 'burbs.  Don't sell inner city schools 

and space because they will be needed as more families more to inner city.  We need to do 

a better job of helping disadvantage youth to get the education they need 

We have many options for education, and the public school system does a fairly good job. 

We have one of the best nursing programs in Canada at MRU. 

We have one of the most highly educated work forces in the country. Lots of options for post-

secondary learning. Strong system with great teachers. 

We have some good private schools which are superior to state run schools which have very 

little incentives and no teacher grading..We also pay too much to teachers and their very 

generous pension program is once more over $2Bn in debt 

We have some great programs for continuous/lifelong learning. To be positioned for the future 

in a knowledge economy, we need even more access, both formal and informal. 

We have some really amazing teachers. 
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We have the resources to ensure the future of our youth but we need to be smarter in investing 

in early education and ensuring people from all our communities have the supports and 

access they need for formal education and extra curricular activities. This is one of the most 

critical things we can do to ensure our young people have opportunities for their future. 

We have three post secondary institutions offering a variety of graduate and post graduate 

options. However, some lines of study are not available and the cost of enrolment, books 

and housing is outrageous. I speak as a parent of a university student attending the 

Univeristy of Lethbridge because the program he wants is not available here. 

We have two great public school systems 

We have two great school systems. 

We have two great universities and a great technical college.  Lets keep ensuring that they are 

affordable for people wanting to learn and ensure that the institutions provide the research 

and education required/requested of them. Families are stretched in our current economic 

downturn lets not make it hard for all children to participate in all learning opportunities. 

We have two great Universities and several fantastic colleges. 

We have two universities and a technology institute 

We know how schooling should be done  (we have Scandinavia as a model), we just need to do 

it. 

We should be good at providing both "hard" and "soft" opportunities - both career-orientated 

skills training, as well as exposure to imaginative, creative, social skills training. 

We should celebrate everything about education, and make it absolutely accessible to everyone 

We should celebrate when any student manages to make it through the system unscathed by 

the ravages of bullying, drugs, alcohol and low self esteem 

We should need to focus on improvement of youth high school completion rates. 

Well educated population - should be tapped more widely to provide support into the school 

systems.  Again - huge difference between haves / have nots.  Needs to be addressed for 

economic growth. 

We're a smart city and we need to continue to support our smartness. 
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What we should celebrate about Calgary is that educational institutions and funding options are 

available to more Calgarians. Also, we should celebrate that in this city, as a whole, we 

celebrate and encourage higher education. 

When Mount Royal was made a University the prime reason  was to take in more Calgary 

students as there were and still are waiting lists. 5,000 more seats were to be made 

available but the Provincial Government took away the funding for the students and there 

has not been a change in 8 years. Too many Calgary students cannot get an education in 

Calgary and have to pay three times as much money to go to University as they have to 

leave the city. Because they can't afford it many stop at high school and take minimum 

wage jobs --- no future for them 

While we have many opportunities for adult education, they are incredibly expensive. 

Wonderful choice in public school options and programs. 

 more online learning, self directed learning 
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Wellness 
 

Mental Health 

Which of the following do you believe is the top priority for improving Calgary when 

it comes to mental health? OPTIONS: Decrease incidence of addictions and substance 

abuse, decrease stigma of mental health problems, increase access to supports for those 

with persistent mental health problems, increase awareness of 211 for social problems and 

ensure access to support for stress and depression is available in the workplace. 

Access for youth 

Access to mental health education, programs and assistance. 

Access to mental health supports in the community for all ages as needed. 

address the encampment activities 

Again, the province is responsible for health care. 

all above 

All equally important 

All of the above 

all of the above 

all of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

all of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

all of the above plus more community mental health resources (and jobs) 

all of the above! 

All of the above. This is an important issue I believe. 
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All of the above. We need to reduce stigma and increase support for our mentally ill citizens 

and start caring more about people. 

all of these 

All the above need attention 

Calgary and Alberta have such a high rate of depression and spousal conflicts, there is access to 

help but still many citizens are not aware of how to access nor who to call. 

Continue all of the above.  It is the substance abuse that feels out of control in Calgary.  I rode 

the LRT on a weekday in the early evening and 2 individuals snorted coke.  Noticed that 

work has more support but still a feeling that a "happy" face is preferred.  Still lots of work 

to be done in this arena. 

continued support for mental health not just       "12 sessions" encourage similar programs to 

know about all other programs when their programs are full or will be "at least three weeks 

before we can see you" 

Create a greater sense of community and belonging 

Darwin has the answer 

Decrease stigma but also increase benefits available. 

desperately need places for those who want to make a change with mental health and 

addictions at the moment they decide to make the change. Waiting lists don't work. Being 

with the same group of acquaintances doesn't work. 

Ensure access to support for stress and depression is available PERIOD. 

Execute drug dealers! 

Foster a culture where we care for one another. Promote outrageous kindness 

Get busy on the prevention and provide the support for those who did not have prevention on 

their side 

getting people with mental health issues out of jails.  Provide the right support 

I would like to check all of the above, however addictios is a disease that affects almost all of 

the population in one way or the other. 

increase access and funding for mental health support and services 

increase access to counselling and therapy with out having to pay an arm and a leg. 
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Increase access to supports for all mental health issues 

increase awareness and support for less understood chronic conditions such as epilepsy 

Increase awareness of mental health as a systemic issue 

increase support for addictions and substance abuse. get homeless housed first, then give them 

supports, then continue to support. continuously putting them through the legal and health 

systems is stupid and useless. 

Increase support for youth will mental health (not just through the school guidance 

counsellor!), especially on issues of anxiety, stress and depression 

Increase the number of children's beds and children's services. 

Increased support for trauma of diverse populations in mainstream services. More affordability 

It would be great to work on creating a wider awareness, not about what is available, but HOW 

to access it. For people with mental illness (and their supporters), going through the 

bureaucratic steps that are often necessary in order to access services, can be the biggest 

barrier. 

legalize marihuana. 

Look at our housing strategy 

Lots being done here already 

More mental health workers and an understanding of addictions that's not based on will power 

Narcan kits to everyone 

ncrease access to supports for those with ALL mental health problems 

need better access to mental health resources for youth 

Not sure which is the top priority. 

Quicker, more compassionate access to mental health resources. 

reduce the working week hours and protect jobs after any long-term leaves caused by mental 

other issues. 

rising violence against women is VERY concerning 

Someone needs to have the courage to stand up and challenge the over prescribing of anti-

psychotics and anti-depressants. Remind families that it is up to them to provide the love 

and support that each member needs. Then support the families. 
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Stop the tax and spend attitude 

The City of Calgary needs to clean up their own act first as to how their personnel are treated. 

There is still plenty of bullying going on in corporate workplaces. 

The Klein government cut funding to mental health programs.  The only choice many of them 

still have to this day is jail or the street.  Funding to those programs cut in the 80's needs to 

be restored and scaled to today's larger population. 

The status quo is not good enough,from AHS,medical staff etc a major revamp in mental health 

services is required....from the top down...and starting now. 

This is a provincial issue. 

Too many people put out in street in name of integration into society.  They need real help in 

specialized facilities 

we need to reduce stigma and increase access to services but not just in workplace. Many don't 

have a workplace right now. 
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What should we celebrate about Calgary when it comes to mental health? 

 

211 

?  There is an overwhelming lack of inpatient psychiatric beds in this city and wait times for 

outpatient treatment can often seem excessive 

211 and 811.more such personal  responsive resources-less tech connection 

211 is an absolutely essential service to the well being of Calgarians. The individuals who 

answer the lines are highly trained and informed individuals who can offer guidance and 

information for those seeking support. 

211 is an under appreciated resource for Calgarians. 

211 rocks. I've helped lots of people with their help. 

211, distress centre, mental health clinics... Resources are available if people know its there and 

are willing to swallow their pride. 

211, the distress centre, and Alberta Supports are great initiatives to help people find the 

resources they need. 

211?  Had to look it up. It's odd to think there's a stigma for mental health problems. There's a 

spectrum, from addiction, depression, exclusion, to chronic pain.  Invisible and chronic 

suffering is isolating, and this in turn generates mental health issues.  Not everyone who is 

depressed is "crazy."  We are starting to recognize this, and again, supports often come 

from outside the centralized institutions. 

A lot of good programs 

A reefer a day keeps the shrink away. 

Access to support like 211 and 311 and HealthLink 

Acknowledge that it exists for many people. 

Addiction is included in mental health. 

Aish 

All of the above are necessary. Obviously many more beds are needed for addiction treatment 

and mental health issues. 

All of the practitioners and front line workers that serve this demographic 
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Anything that is better connecting communities 

As someone who works with people trying to seek help I find it devastating the number of 

times someone comes to me and says that they've reached out for help only to be turned 

away.  Told that they aren't considered in need of help until they have tried to harm 

themselves.  I think there is a lot of room to educate people on the resources available 

when they need help as well as working on the stigma attached to mental health problems.  

No One should be denied help when they are seeking it!! 

Ask the homeless people I see walking to and from work everyday. 

At least Calgary is not pretending it does not exist. Much more needs to be done in all aspects 

of mental health. 

Awareness campaigns are good but more - a lot more - needs to be done. 

Awareness is high. Now need more prevention and flexible access to programming. 

Being aware that there are issues that need to be addresses --- especially with the stresses 

around the addictions and now unemployment related stresses. 

Calgary does a good job in acknowledging mental health but needs to be proactive in providing 

supports and reducing stigma. Persistent mental health issues require more support to 

address ongoing issues in this population that could be better helped. 

Calgary has an over-burdened mental health system that needs more funding. 

Calgary has not had major incidents caused by individuals with mental health problems. 

Calgary has some great treatment and mental health facilities.  But we need to increase 

supports for people with chronic mental health issues.  Also, awareness in the workplace is 

a HUGE need - we need to improve that. 

Calgary is a highly stressful environment.  Costs are excessive, the gap between rich and poor is 

staggering, and there is little to no acceptance or understanding of people who are 

struggling.  The "I pulled myself up by my bootstraps" bullshit of those who have not yet 

had any difficulties in their lives render the city, cold, unfeeling and unpleasant.  How doe 

you get the idiocy out of "conservatism"?  If we knew that, we might have a chance.  We 

should celebrate that should a Zombie Apocalypse occur, we would be safe because there 

are not enough brains in the province to attract more than a handful of the walking dead. 
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Calgary is trying. Support is available. 

Calgary SHOULD BE OFFERING HELP IN EACH COMMUNITY. The added stress of having to run 

around for services is terrible. And being repeatedly told to apply for AISH is adding insult to 

injury. The Government itself is creating a lot of the stigma! And to have qualified staff who 

are knowledgeable about what services there are would be lovely! 

cannot think of anything relevant 

Celebrate our hours of sunshine! There are many recreational activities available, swimming 

pools, soccer leagues for all ages--all of which serve to enhance a person's well-being.  

Mental health counselors are available at no cost within the purview of the provincial health 

care system for those persons who really need them. 

City of Calgary - Breakdown the Wall 

CMHA does some wonderful work in the community 

Community campaigns like 60 Conversations by the CMHA that allows anyone to reach out and 

talk about a strengths based approach to mental health and helping others 

Community effort to find solutions to debilitating mental illness 

david swan is a great advocate for greater awareness of mental health… and is working to 

improve the system of care. 

Detention of threats to society is an unfortunate necessity that has been downloaded by the 

province to the city. 

Didn't know what 211 was. Great it exists though. 

Disagree. Case in point: Degrood. 

Distress Centre and their knowledge and assistance 

distress centre as a source of immediate short-term support and connection to long-term 

supports 

Does this city have mental health services? 

Emergency resources must be improved must have access to assessment and treatment 

Ensure parents/teachers/employers/police take mental health training to help identify signs 

and symptoms and decrease stigma to get help. Also, there is actually very little help 
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available once someone tries to get help. There needs to be much, much better access to 

getting help. 

Especially for youth 

Even with much support and many avenues for supporting substance abuse it still comes down 

to the individuals (and those that care for them) to get and use the support. 

Ever-increasing acceptance of the fact that mental health problems need to be dealt with as 

openly as other aspects of physical health 

Existing supports are helpful, we just need more - and to address the stigma which keeps 

people from reaching out. 

First class medical help in our primary (hospital) system, but there appear to be gaps in 

affordable programs for ongoing treatment - particularly around eating disorders and 

depression 

Funding for non-profit organizations who provide mental health support (this funding needs to 

continue and ideally be increased) 

Get people outside more so they don't feel so disconnected from the rest of society. 

Good programs in the education system on mental health and support, but parents are the 

ones who actually create a stigma because they do not have the education that kids do. 

Great programs for support, could be expanded upon 

Great resources available like "Families Matter" and services linked with family physicians -- 

these are relatively easy for many people to access. 

great services for those who can access them 

Growing acceptance of mental health and wellness and improved resource base. 

Growing access to emergency mental health care. 

Harm reduction orgs! 

Health care has a major issue with FOIP.  A parent with a child with mental illness and 

depression who is unable to act for herself, gets caught in a loop where the person has to 

help themselves and the parent can't advocate for the person who needs it.  I don't know 

how we get around it, but we need more care for mental health and a way to address this. 
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Parents remain financially responsible for the person, but are handicapped in being able to 

help them. 

Help the homeless!!!!!!! 

hopefully there is slightly less stigma re; these issues 

housing first program 

I am familiar with this topic 

I am not sure what the role of the city is in addressing mental health issues. I think this falls 

more to the province. 

I don't know what we have to celebrate. 

I have never heard of "211" and will have to investigate on my own. 

I haven't seen too many incidents where people with mental health problems are shot by police 

I see a big push now for mental health awareness. This is good. 

I think people are embracing mental health support and understanding. There is work to be 

done but the stigma seems lessened. 

I think there is some good information out there on awareness and acceptance of mental 

health issues as a physical ailment. Now if only medical/psychological assistance was as 

available for those that suffer from it. 

I think we have services, and need to work on proactively increasing awareness and access to 

them. 

If deGrood  can claim vampires this world is in for a lot of future hurt 

If you are a parent, or friend, and you are concerned a person is in extreme emotional distress 

and may be a danger to self or others, how can we help? What other cities are addressing 

crisis mental health issues with emergency response models? 

If you know where to get help it is there. But many people don't know how to get help 

I'm glad we have 211 for support. Yes, make more people aware of this resource. 

I'm not sure in this area.  When I moved here I was surprised by the amount of people with 

mental health issues in the street. 

In my opinion there is little to celebrate.   It is almost impossible for someone without a strong 

support system to get help. Hospitals are not equipped to help people in crisis. There are 
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few preventative measures or funds in place.   This is an ongoing issue that is not being 

addressed. Depression on the increase...abuse on the increase...shelters full, no adequate 

counselling available at reasonable cost. 

In the downtown core and on the C-train, the presence of Peace Officers mediates between 

those with mental health and addiction issues, and other pedestrians or transit riders. The 

Peace Officers are unfailingly patient, polite, and respectful - and greatly appreciated! 

Increase awareness of 211 for social problems 

increase in awareness of issues. 

Increase public awareness, but stigma exists and action is still lacking. 

Increased discussion of the issue of lack of access to mental health supports. 

It is getting better but not by much 

It is shameful the amount of vulnerable people that aren't given the support they need.  This is 

more than a municipal issue-provincial/federal. 

It recognizes that there are problems for citizens. 

It's being talked about more openly and people are looking at it with less judgement. 

It's hard to celebrate when you need to wait 3 months to see a specialist. 

Lots of effective mental health programs 

Lots of help and attention to mental health and substance abuse but not nearly enough. 

lots of outside agencies -shouldnt be the focus of Calgary - better use of funds 

Lots of people have problems, Calgary has help but not enough. 

make the supports well known - who knows where to go 

Many businesses have improved their education/support programs for their employees. 

Many organizations are working diligently in these areas, but there needs to be a huge increase 

in the availability of services around addictions and mental health. 

Many resources available 

Many volunteer organizations who are carrying a great load in this area, e.g. in addictions, 

substance abuse, depression and anxiety, trauma and stress 

Media is helping us here, along with the development of conversations in clubs, churches and 

community groups. 
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Mental health and addictions go hand in hand and the agencies in the City that support both 

are good in what they do.  This whole issue affects everyone in the community and needs 

more attention.  Waitlists for addiction help can be two months or more and for mental 

healh, even longer. 

Mental health has increased in awareness in Calgary over the 10 years or so. There is a larger 

focus on the mental well-being in schools 

Mental health is a joke!! 

Mental health is just coming out of the closet, but still a reluctance to address issues. We have a 

lot of people of all ages suffering without support, these problems speak to a general 

malaise of our society, individualism and privacy concerns, consumption culture. Calgary 

Foundation does a good job of positive reinforcement about what we can control in Calgary. 

Mental health issues are being openly discussed 

Mental Health Report from the Alberta Government. Also, the creation of the Mental Health 

and Addictions Advisory Council 

mental health week envolvement 

More awareness in the workplace and work to erase stigma 

More is required to address mental health issues in the community 

More of a concern: stress rates on city roads (driving, cyclists, pedestrians) appear to be rising 

this past year. 

More supports for mental health and addiction issues. 

n/a 

NA 

nada 

No celebration here. The mental health system of care in Calgary is difficult to navigate, difficult 

to access on a consistent basis, has long wait lists, etc.    The fact that this survey asks if we 

need to 'decrease the incidence of addictions and substance abuse' speaks volumes--this 

should not be a goal. The goal would be to provide timely and appropriate access to 

evidence-based treatment for addictions and substance use problems, that incorporate 

mental health support and interventions. Can't have one without the other. 
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no comment 

No comments. 

No ideas. 

No stigma - it could be me or you. 

No waiting lists for those who need immediate access to mental health services. The provincial 

government needs to fund more services for mental health access as this not only is 

compassionate but makes fiscal sense in the long term. 

Not a lot 

Not enough being done for this population. These people live on the streets or in buildings that 

should really be condemned, and the city does not seem to care. 

not much 

not much 

not much. as a society we have a long way to go to properly dealing with emotional health 

issues. but this is a provincial as opposed to city responsibility. 

not sure 

Not sure 

Not sure 

Not sure? 

Nothing 

nothing 

nothing much as opportunities to access services have gone downhill for decades and can only 

do so if you can pay out of pocket since access to mental health professionals paid by AH is 

almost negligible. 

nothing to celebrate 

nothing we fail at it 

Nothing!   Finally, a subject that I am actually interested in!  The one set of people that appears 

to be ignored, marginalized, and in general in need of help more than any other, are the 

mentally ill. PS.  This is not a Calgary city priority, however, since it falls under Provincial 
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purvue.  The city should be on the province's tail to get more done here.  I have personal 

experience with this and it was not good. 

Nothing! EMERGENCY counselling has a wait list! Unacceptable! 

Nothing, Calgary should be ashamed at how it deals with Mental Health. Unless you have lots of 

cash, wait times to even be diagnosed are insanely long! And therapy is only a dream for 

many, if you have no money forget it. There is no organised way to find treatment, one 

organization does not speak to another so you have to repeat yourself again and again. You 

have to travel outside of your neighbourhood even to find the minimum of help. The 

negative list is long and sad. 

Nothing, even now, most of the visible homeless have obvious mental health issues and 

shouldn't be wandering the streets as homeless. They deserve dignity and a place to live. 

Nothing.  This city spend too much on these pet projects. There wouldn't be this much stress if 

the city lived with it's means.  Stop the pay raises to the unions and to the city staffers.  

They should be thankful they have a job I this climate. 

Nothing. Access is terrible 

our direction 

Our housing models, and community designs do not create environments that foster mental 

health.  Serious attention needs to be paid to this  Social Inclusion is important for mental 

health, and Calgarians are very socially isolated.  In my experience there are a lot of 

mentally ill people living in very socially isolated ways in Calgary.  The 2013 flood experience 

was proof of that. 

our lack of knowledge and understanding of these issues is likly similar to most other cities 

Outdoor recreation! 

Parents Support Association of Calgary is an organization  that  truly makes a difference in   

many  parents'  mental health, who need to learn  how to  manage  family  life with teens. 

The  skillful and  uncomplicated, accessible   approach of this organization should be  better  

known  in Calgary, to allow a  higher number of parent to access    PSA's  services. 

People are more aware and there are more opportunities for support and treatment. 
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People can get short term help in the community, and it's not necessarily tied to somebody's 

job. 

people who tell their story. 

People with mental health issues are defective humans... why should I care if they live or die? 

Provide more services and awareness of mental health. 

Recent efforts have been made by brave citizens such as Tom Jackson to reduce the stigma 

associated with mental health problems and point out how common it is. 

resources like the Calgary Distress Centre 

resources, when available, are good 

Schools do a great job but afterwards there are limited supports for people with addictions and 

mental health issues 

Seeing more advertising on media of who to call if in distress. 

Several Agencies to help as well as phone numbers for crisis 

start helping the mentally ill 

Stigma is reducing 

Stigma of mental health problems is being addressed 

Support is available for those strong enough to seek it... 

Support programs from various agencies for those affected by the economic downturn & 

layoffs 

support to people with mental disabilities has been going down instead of up, it's time to stop 

that.   The recent murders done by someone who was known to have a mental problem is a 

sure sign we need more support in place. 

that many are on the street and the drop in center deals with them and our police 

That previous governments did not cut support further 

That the general public is now more aware of the chronic issues caused in the lives of people 

experiencing mental health issues and how these issues should be of concern for all people 

in our city. 

That there are a number of organizations that address mental health, that mental health is 

becoming a topic of discussion in schools, workplaces, homes. 
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That there is such a thing as 211. Was not previously aware. 

that we are finally starting to talk about this (and the impacts that it has). 

That we have the opportunity to grow and learn with people with experiencing mental health 

concerns. 

That we offer it, but it takes too long to access.  They don't make it easy for the families with 

members who have mental illness. 

The amazing people who are doing the front line work. 

The Calgary counseling centre 

The Calgary Distress Centre is a great resource and we should ensure it is around for a long time 

to come. 

The city and province through lack of action don't have alot to celebrate 

The city of isolated people. 

The Distress Centre volunteers and staff! 

The DOAP Team from Alpha House does a very difficult job with compassion.  I have seen them 

on several occasions aid people intoxicated in public who would have to be taken in by 

police otherwise.  That job of helping people with addictions while at the same time helping 

the rest of us by providing safe and attractive neighbourhoods should be applauded. 

The efforts made to decrease stigma surrounding mental health issues is laudable. Yet, even 

more needs to be done. Organizations such as Studio C have lent a voice through visual art 

to inform and reduce stigma around mental health. So much more needs to be done to 

prevent escalations in mental illness, due to lack of good clinics, community supports and 

early intervention with youth. Let's celebrate people and their desire to be full, active 

participants in society. 

The extensive system that is in place, both through AHS and private/non-profit agencies. Now 

we need to celebrate and support that system to rise to current challenges through 

increased funding. 

The fact we know this is an issue that requires continuous improvement. We have programs in 

place to help people help themselves. 

The mental health stigma is on a steady decline. 
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The mental health system and resources in general are difficult to navigate in the city. I am 

proud of the role the 211 plays in helping people figure out where to go and what to do. 

The people and volunteers on the front lines helping citizens with addictions get treatment and 

to be aware of the options available to them. 

The poor economy is creating a mental health epidemic. 

The Sheldon M Chumir Health Centre 

The stigma surrounding mental health has lessened considerably  in recent years and there is 

general more understanding around mental health issues. 

The work of nonprofits with the homeless. 

There are resources available. 

There are several services within the city that assist people with mental health. 

There have been great things like Clem and Olivier Martini's book "Bitter Medicine"... 

there have been notable Calgarians that have stepped up to be champions of mental health 

issues, this has lead to more people talking about mental health. There still needs to be 

more done to help those in crisis training. Agencies like CMHA, Centre for Suicide 

Prevention, Distress Centre and others need more support for their great work! 

There is a lot of support for these issues but not nearly enough. Mental health issues and 

substance abuse is widespread. We need to get a handle on some of this, these are some of 

the more serious issues a person can have. Not sure how to help but awareness might be a 

great start. 

There is an increase in the awareness of mental health supports. 

There is growing support for those suffering from mental health issues, less stigma. Much 

pressure with economic downturn. Youth also experiencing much stress with competition 

for academic excellence and scarcity of jobs. 

There is little to support. In my opinion this is the greatest problem we face. There is an urgent 

need for mental health supports for addictions and depression. 

There is lots of help available but how to access it is the problem. 

There is more awareness than there used to be ... still long way to go. 

This is tough. I really am not sure. 
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too many street people with mental issues 

Very little 

We are one family. 

We are one of the top Canadian cities for annual sunshine hours 

We are probably no better or worse than other communities but this is a great challenge our 

society faces and we should be up to reducing the stigma of mental illness and encourage 

openness and transparency in dealing  with this serious societal issue. 

We are starting to have conversations about how our stressful work loads and lifestyles are 

taking their toll on our mental and physical health. 

We are trying to improve and will if all become more involved and committed 

We can celebrate that Calgary has a robust mental health system in terms of support options. 

More work is needed to reduce the stigma of accessing such supports. 

We do have the DOAP team, the ARCH network, and many clinics on ARP payment schemes to 

provide a team-approach to care. 

We have a large problem with drugs such as fentanyl. Something needs to be done. 

We have a long way to go in order to support and help people living with Mental Health 

We have done an absymal job of putting the mentally ill on the street - the most vulnerable 

place in CAlgary - please let's treat mentally ill people in medical facilities and not in prisons 

- that is inhuman 

We have many agencies that can help 

we have very little to celebrate with the cumulation of the Brentwood massaqure, the students 

were not aware they could seek help so they tried to look after the situation themselves, 

the family was unable to get help for their unstable child, and the community is left 

wondering why we can't seek revenge. all levels of health need to be address. on the other 

hand, we did change the first responder protocol to allow direct medical intervention 

without arrest. 

We need to reduce wait times for mental health supports! 

We really need more treatment facilities and programs for people with mental health 

problems, especially when their problems keep them from being employed. 
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We recognize there are issues that need to be dealt with - but there are few funded supports to 

offer help with. 

We should celebrate that a number of Canadians have publicly shared their stories of 

overcoming mental health issues to help break the stigma of mental illness; however, this 

stigma still remains and it may take time for people to appreciate the complexities for those 

who strive to overcome their mental health issues. 

We should not be celebrate anything!  There are few therapies/therapists available to the 

public, unless you have lots of money.  Doctors can refer you, but again, no money no 

treatment. Waiting lists are extremely long, and drugs are very expensive.  Hospitals give 

you the runaround, and sometimes just tell you to apply for AISH. That's not even the tip of 

the iceberg, I'm surprised the suicide isn't higher! 

We've got a lot of work to do to improve how we deal with emotional health issues. But again, 

this is the provinces responsibility. 

What is 211....? 

When there is no stigma attached 

While Calgarians experience both good and bad times, we are great at pulling together to reach 

out and help others during times of stress. 

Willingness to speak about issues. 

Wrong terminology 

we  can  alter  perspective  from  get  go  there  is  no  stigma  attached  be  any issue  arising  

from  angst, stress  fear  when  police  are  first  response to  crisis the public  view  is  

criminalized  people in need  6 pack  crisis response  teams  for a city this  spread out;   with  

a million  population   insufficent  under appreciated no weekend  access  ridiculous !!! 

Definitely have seen more training - I have taken the ASIST and Mental Health Training.  this 

needs to be available to everyone.  - also more exposure to the signs of good Mental health. 
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Physical Health 

Which of the following do you believe is the top priority for improving Calgary when 

it comes to physical health?  OPTIONS: Increase physical activity levels in schools and 

communities, decrease obesity rate, ensure seniors are physically, socially, and 

intellectually active and increase awareness of drug abuse. 

Access to health centres and educational programs 

Affordability of physical activity centres 

Affordable fitness options, city passes etc. are very highly priced at $100+ for a monthly 

membership 

affordable recreation activities 

all 

all above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

all of the above 

all of the above 

all of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above - all equally important 

All of the above! 

All of the above. 
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all of the above. You cannot decrease obesity rates without increasing physical activity. Go 

back to having "home EC." and family studies and nutrition in schools. And yes seniors 

need physical, social, and intellectual activities, every day.  Have school students get 

active with seniors.  If you are active, happy and enjoy life most likely ( my opinion) you 

will not need drugs to get you away from the drudgery of daily living. 

All of these are importand 

All the above 

Assisting families with the cost of accessing extra-curricular physical activities for their 

children. 

better access to affordable facilities 

better and faster access to medical specialists 

better medical acces 

Build more sports facilities 

Build walkable communities 

Calgary comes alive in warm weather! We tend to hibernate in the winter, and become 

couch potatoes. Maybe more emphasis needed on fun, affordable winter activities, and 

increased creative use of indoor space in winter. 

Calgary needs a permanent roller derby track 

Change the focus from fear of disease to confidence in wellness. Stop screening for 

unwellness by fundraisers and promotions. This screening only benefits the medical 

industry and frightens people. 

combine all of these! 

communitys should be linked with pathways and natural settings not here is a pice of path 

and then go on the road then back to a path then cross a freeway. 

Continue with all of the above. 

Create a place for Calgarians to meet in the core to increase overall everyday activity. 

Create places that would allow people to get daily walk, run, or bike in like Aspen Landing. 

Decrease exposure to carcinogens, such as gasoline. 

decrease need to have a car in the city; improve walkability & cycling infrastructure 
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Design the city for healthy lifestyles - it is designed for drivers now. 

Develop more ways to walk everywhere. 

Do both, ensure seniors are physically, socially and intellectually active and increase 

awareness of drug abuse 

Do not force an increase of physical activity levels, but instead encourage it in schools and 

out. 

Education on importance of physical health and equal access and assistance to disability 

and heath failure. 

Encourage gardening, which can provide much useful exercise. 

Encourage physical fitness across all ages - not just for seniors 

Encourage use of playgrounds and physical activity for youth 

encourage walking and cycling all year round 

Encourage walking/cycling 

Ensure access to medical professionals 

Ensure affordable access to sports and physical activities for youth. 

Ensure everyone has the opportunity to develop physically, socially and intellectually. 

ensure there are more opportunities for all ages to engage in physical activity wheterh it be 

through organized sport or individual activities such as cycling,w asking etc. 

Focus on activity has been increased over the last few years for all ages. We are doing a 

good job 

Focus on facilitating opportunities for active transportation. 

get people out of cars by giving them places to walk or bike to 

health care is the provinces responsibility. 

How do I do that 

How in the heck do you do 1,2 and 3? 
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I think drug abuse is extremely impacful when considering  calgarys health but I don't think 

awareness is enough. Again through community programs and engagement-increasing 

the resiliency of individuals-this is where we will see change 

if I need to pay $6.50 for organics recycling as an extra charge, then I think their should be a 

fitness charge applied that helps build facilities and venues for physical activity. 

Improve transportation and use of IT to give people less of a rushed stressful life and  more 

time to look after themselves 

improved nutrition, organic foods 

Increase access to natural health practitioners such as naturopaths, chiropractors, massage 

therapists. 

Increase access to non-judgemental sexual health resources 

Increase affordable options for activities. 

Increase awareness of its importance and how to get physically active 

increase drug and alcohol rehab opportunities 

Increase facilities to exercise 

increase free sports installations (fields, courts, rinks, playgrounds) 

increase low cost access to physical activities 

Increase low cost physical activities in all the communities 

increase physical activity levels among ALL ages 

Increase walkability 

Increase walkability and discourage fast-food options! 

increased access to facilities and activities 

Increased low-cost opportunities for children's physical activities 

Increasing accessibility of health programming. i.e. 180/month to go to yoga classes is not 

affordable to anyone who isn't an oil executive. Also, gym fees here are astronomical. I 

used to live in a larger Canadian city and I paid between 15/20 dollars per month in 

gym fees (all access). While that was an earlybird rate, normal fees were still only 

$30/month. Here the bare minimum, only available on a three year plan, is $45/month. 

It's ridiculous. I would love to work out more, but I simply can't afford it. 
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Inner city communities have access to affordable recreation centres. The new model such 

as Vivo, and Westside are very expensive and average Calgarian does not use them. New 

facilities need to be competitive with city facilities or it again forces us into our cars. 

Many of my neighbours go to Airdrie. 

jncrease support for all 

Keep adding the venues that people can access to promote health 

Let people self select for this....don't try socially engineering it. 

Lower the taxes so I can afford a gym membership, a bike, rowing, walking machine, etc. 

Make communities easier to walk & bike around - ensure that people can get daily activity 

without having to go to the gym. 

make memberships at rec centres more affordable 

make more parks with trees and benches (i.e, not a soccer field)connected by walking paths 

Make opportunities for improving physical health universally accessible i.e. free (tax dollar 

supported). 

make physical activity a cool part of being a Calgarian 

Make physical health more affordable. 

make use of community pools etc free for low income WORKING people 

Make walkable and bikeable neighbourhoods 

Mine is fine for my age. Not able to express opinion about others. But by observation there 

are more chubby kids than it seems there used to be. 

more drs 

more exercise parks, more places where it's fun to walk...and you don't have to drive to get 

there 

More inside and affordable walking/ running tracks for the winter months. 

more recreation facilitys 

Obtain indoor facility (non-hockey) 

Physical, mental, social connectedness are directly related. Not just for kids, for everyone. 

More active transportation. 
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Poverty reduction 

Preventative health. 

Provide affordable fitness options 

provide incentives to sedentary employees/employers to increase physical fitness levels 

Provide more affordable fitness options for low income citizens. 

Provide more options for physical activity during the winter 

providing financial assistance for people to access alternative methods of health that 

compliment western medicine (i.e. naturopathic, chiropractic, diet, etc.) 

Reduce reliance on cars for transportation. 

Re-examine how to construct the will of the population to remain healthy while keeping 

the public health system intact.  This would involve a critical examination of the 

pharmaceutical hedgemony that undermines efforts to find more positive ways of 

maintaining health 

stay out of it as is not a City responsibility and no tax money should go to it. 

Stop promoting urban sprawl 

too car dependant 

walkability of neighbourhoods 

walking may be one of the least expensive and accessible options for those who want better 

physical health. But walking may not be possible for some. And other options are 

increasingly out of reach. Add healthy food costs and it becomes even more difficult 
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What should we celebrate about Calgary when it comes to physical health? 

 

A beautiful place to live and thrive. 

A good number of Calgarians participate in physical and mental activities to stay healthy. 

a great pathway system along our rivers….  winter plowing of pathways … lots of road races.. a 

grew river for paddling.  we need more boat bays at the reservoir for kayaks which is a very 

healthy way to enjoy outdoors and be fit…. improvements to our cycling pathways will lead 

to more people cycling  hurray!!! 

A lot of fat people 

a lot of opportunities to exercise at affordable prices, fee assistance program 

A physically active community. 

A remarkably active and health oriented large fraction of the city 

A very healthy sports culture here. 

A wide variety of venues that are available for enhancing health.  Using them becomes a choice 

of the individual but sadly, not enough people are taking advantage of what is already here. 

Access to GPs seems to be better than it was 20 years ago. 

Access to parks, cycle tracks and paths is world class. 

Access to the mountains, lots of gyms and, until the dandelions bloom, lots of nice parks to hike 

in. 

Accessibility of pathways and green spaces that support outdoor activity 

Active population 

Active younger population 

Again ... or beautiful pathways! 

All our pathways!!! 

All the great paths and outdoor spaces to be fit and well. 

All the lovely playgrounds for youngsters. 

an active city that enjoys outdoor spaces 

An increasing awareness of the importance of physical health across the communities. 
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And all of the above  Most Calgarians are within their weight range; we have a gorgeous climate 

and should take advantage of that  Let's separate disease from health and call the hopsital 

system the disease system - poor health stems from poverty 

And how would the City go about doing this?  Forced physical activity?  Boot camps? 

Availability of natural opportunities to hike, run, bike, play tennis and generally be active for 

free. Additionally indoor facilities are available and our surrounding areas are full of 

additional opportunities to explore. 

Availability of programs, but need to make programs more accessible. By increasing 

accessibility of physical health programs, you decrease obesity, ensure seniors are active, 

and encourage a proactive stance of health that decreases need on the healthcare system. 

Be healthy, be your best. 

better health for the disabled 

Better understanding of the root causes of obesity 

bike lanes 

Bike Lanes promote active living. 

Bike lanes! 

Bike paths 

Bike paths 

Bike paths! 

Bike paths, mountains, gardens, recreation centres, outdoor fitness trails and playgrounds, 

there is so much opportunity!  Again, if housing were more affordable, people just might 

use their leisure time actively.  We could have more stretch/meditation/exercise breaks in 

the schools and in the workplace, since people spend so much time there. 

Bring back proper Physical ED in schools 

Calgarians seem to pay attention to their physical well being 

Calgary citizens seem to have a fairly healthy participation rate in physical activities. 

Calgary encourages active lifestyles through community events. 

Calgary had one of the most active populations that is pretty inclusive.  Really good at getting 

outdoors. 
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Calgary has a good number of active citizens. 

Calgary has a large portion of very active people which will help improve activity levels of others 

through families and friendships. 

Calgary has an excellent system of pathways that encourages physical activity. 

Calgary has great opportunities for enjoyable physical activities year round. 

Calgary has lots of opportunties for physical activities. There are many bike paths and parks 

which can be used by all. 

Calgary has many bike paths, playground equipment, sporting fields, it is great to support the 

physical health. Need to decrease the cost to access the facilities for all people. 

Calgary is a beautiful city with lots of opportunities for people to enjoy recreation and outdoor 

spaces.  Encouraging it at every age is important. 

Calgary is a fitness and health heaven.  We are a leader in this category. 

Calgary is a great city when it comes to physical health! 

Calgary is a really active City. The city does a good job in encouraging this aspect of life. It 

should be proactive when it comes to seniors to reduce the cost of care down the road. 

Calgary is a very fit community 

Calgary is a young city with a wonderful natural playground on its doorstep.  we are priviledged 

to live in a place which offers so many outdoor activities 

Calgary is an active city! So many year-round activities that can keep anyone on the move. 

Calgary is blessed with great natural outdoor opportunities 

Calgary is doing a great job through community recreation centres and pools to encourage 

participation in physical activities at a reasonable cost. 

Calgary is excellent and one of the best cities I've been to for availability of good pathways and 

parks, and access to health facilities and programs.  Continue to "market" and communicate 

good health in the city at all physical and age levels.  Target obesity and instruct what 

contributes to obesity, how to reverse, and how it impacts those around them.  Structure 

proper health and food nutrition around western medicine, naturopathic, and eastern 

medicines.  Educate people that nutrition as well as exercise contribute to a healthy body.  

Stop giving handicapped signs to obese people who can't get out of their cars to exercise.  
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Educate kids in school and parents what obesity is and what contributes to it.  Put numbers 

and stories to tell the current impact of obesity on the city/country. 

Calgary is generally a very active city, but parents tend to over-progam their kids. Kids should 

be more free to just play, without so much structure. 

Calgary is in a great location for people who enjoy outdoor exercise 

Calgary is moving towards more creative play spaces rather than the static playgrounds where 

learning opportunities are limited. 

Calgary is on the foot steps of the rockies and has so many opportunities for activities in the 

great outdoors.  there is still a growing issues (especially for youth) with obesity. 

Calgary is such an outdoors-friendly city. When compared to other cities, there's just something 

about Calgary that encourages people to go outside and be active. 

Calgary provides opportunities for excellent physical health - good walkability, availability of 

nutritious food, many recreation facilities, excellent medical services, etc. Shout out to 

Calgary Recreation's Fee Assistance Program which makes it possible for low income 

individuals and families to access programs and facilities. 

Calgary residents are generally more active than other cities in Canada, other than Vancouver. 

Calgary seems like a young city with many people trying to live healthy lifestyles. I probably see 

at least a dozen people heading to work downtown on their bikes every day and that's 

inspiring. People walk a lot in neighborhoods, parks are well used. 

Can't get a family Doc if you life depended upon it- and surely can't get one that actually speaks 

English. 

Celebrate being active year-round indoors and outdoors irrespective of age. 

Celebrate the importance of our healthy living initiatives and institutions; these are the places 

where people move together, socialize, and become a living city.  Trumpet the work they do 

and its contribution to quality of life AND productivity. 

Celebrate the lives of physically healthy people who make use of their wellness constructively 

productive. 

City fitness centres are excellent for maintaining an exercise regime. 

City focus should be on people that have contributed to the community all their life. 
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City of Calgary subsidy program. 

City promotes recreation activities 

Clean air and water 

Continue to create bikeways, pathways, local recreation opportunities. make public rec access 

free for low incomes.  Build more combo buildings that have a pool, school library all 

attached. Makes it inclusive and connected and accessible. Awesome! 

Cycling 

Darn good pathway systems. 

doctors 

Emphasize physical activity as important in general health, mental health, stress relief, and in 

dealing with health issues (e.g. when you are having treatment for cancer, physical exercise 

helps your body and mind cope!) 

Encourage participation in existing areas 

everyone needs to get out and take a walk.  Luckily Calgary has a lot of nice spots to take a walk 

in. 

Excellent parks and walking/bike paths which require no money. 

Excellent sports facilities, YMCAs, all around the city that are accessible and affordable for 

everyone. Proximity to mountains. 

fitness 

Free healthcare 

Get Moving YYC 

good cycle paths 

Great health care professionals in this city! 

Great organizations like YMCA and City of Calgary make opportunities accessible. 

Great outdoors attitude here. People get outside frequently. 

great pathway system, the new bikeways are helping to get people to cycle (at least in the non-

winter months) and the recreational facilities (ie soccer, Lindsay Park, community pools, 

fields) are all positive. The cost to rent the Shouldice ball diamonds is too high and driving 
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away tourist dollars from YYC. The City needs to get on with the proposed new Fieldhouse-

can't wait on the Flames-moreover, we should not subsidize private sports businesses 

great pathways 

Great sports facilities. Lots of physical activities in community centres. There are low-cost gyms 

available. Places to walk safely, just not in my immediate neighborhood. 

Green space. Close to mountains. Options all year. Inside and out. Walk ability. No excuse for 

inactivity. 

Have more programs for youth other than organized sports. Nature activities 

How do we decrease obesity rates..........Quit feeding the fat!? 

I LOVE OUR BIKE LANES! I just love them, and I don't even use them that often. I love knowing 

that they're there, and that my kids can get to school safely using them. 

I love seeing so many people bike to work! 

I see lots of people using pathways for bikes and jogging. Lots of kids in community soccer 

leagues. 

I think we are one of the most physically healthy cities in the world.  We have a large number of 

hikers and skiers. 

If we were happy, we'd be active. 

If you can afford it, you can be healthy. 

I'll give Calgary this much. People are damn good looking. 

Improved walk ways which allows access for all 

Improvement of walkability in neighbourhoods and with the extensive pathway system. 

Inner city neighbourhoods are teaming with cyclists and pedestrians. Bike pathway system. 

is a very fit and healthy, active city! 

It seems Calgarians are spending more time in the parks, on the walking/bike paths etc.  This is 

often due to the paths and parks being more accessible, offering more things to do etc. 

It's a mainly young population, relatively. 

Its our own personal journey, if we don't participate we suffer the consequences with ill health. 

Start while kids are in school with phys ed programs 
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John Ware Jr. High School has an amazing physical education program which should be 

implemented in all schools. 

Kids are lazy and we are making them increasingly more lazy with the promotion of electronics 

to babysit them so we don't need to deal with them.  We have a wonderful path system and 

a mild climate.  Get people outdoors doing things rather than on their phones or computers 

(filling out surveys about it) 

Kids should be doing way more physical activity in school which would eliminate the other 

issues over time. 

Largest cycle / walking path in Canada 

Lets encourage less fast food and more locally grown, health food. 

Lots of access to outdoor spaces to run, jog, bike, walk 

Lots of advertisement but people just lazy on acting. 

Lots of community centres, pathways, bike payhs etc that are free 

Lots of free activities available - lots of green space. 

Lots of free opportunities to be active 

Lots of good physical activities for everyone here in Calgary. 

Lots of great green spaces and pathways. 

Lots of natural spaces 

lots of opportunities 

Lots of opportunities and choices for physical activities. 

Lots of opportunities available. 

Lots of opportunities in the city to be active. 

Lots of opportunities to be active in varying ways that work for a multitude of people 

Lots of opportunities to get exercise. 

Lots of opportunities. 

Lots of opportunity for outdoor activity. Lots of indoor activities, too, but out of reach 

financially for many families. 

Lots of options and choices when it comes to exercise. 

Lots of outdoor activities 
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Lots of parks and paths.  Great outdoor activities 

Lots of parks and pathways 

Lots of parks pathways and cycle paths 

lots of paths,rec complexes 

lots of pathways - and +15 for lunchtime walks in the winter 

Lots of pathways added recently 

lots of people like to jog 

lots of people running by the river 

Lots of recreational programs in the city 

Lots to do to keep active. Physical activities in early education is essential. Maybe more 

awareness of city activities Is needed 

Make Calgary more walk-able, why do sidewalks suddenly end? We need more over passes 

many activities 

Many Calgarians walk to and from their cars and trucks. 

Many Calgary people are outdoors people. They enjoy camping, hiking and fishing. Compared 

to many areas, excess obesity is not a problem in Calgary. 

Many charities sponsor walks and runs which encourage people to get out and get moving. 

Many good opportunity for exercise. 

Many gyms, huge focus on being healthy and fit. 

Many gyms, sports teams and studios are available. It has become fairly elitist, though. 

Many indoor and outdoor ways for people to be active 

Many indoors and outdoors activities 

Many people here are quite dedicated to their hiking/skiing/etc. 

More pathwarks, parks, soccer fields and active areas for all ages 

More people walking and cycling, even on lunch hours or for meetings. Kids love to play, and 

newer, natural playgrounds are excellent. We have a young population with easy access to a 

myriad of outdoors activities within and outside the city limits. All year round sports and 

recreation (inside and outside). 
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Most people are aware that physical activity is important but too many facilities are in driving 

not walking distance which defeats the purpose.  Inner city facilities require upkeep and 

improvement.  Money is only spent on new communities 

Most physical health issues are a problem due to lifestyle and not the city itself. In today's 

society the quickest and easiest option is always the worst choice but for families and 

people with busy lives and demanding jobs it might be the only option more often than not. 

We need A LOT MORE readily available healthy options. Increasing physical activity levels in 

schools and communities is a great start because again early education is one of those 

things that sticks with you and if we can have our children making wiser decisions today it 

will help them to do this throughout their lives. 

NA 

new rec centres will be a great investment for these issues 

No comments. 

No one likes fat people 

Nose Hill Park, Fish Creek Park, community parks such as Confederation, Edgemont, walking 

trails generally, leisure centres, seniors organizations, special programs at hospitals 

Nose Hill Park, Fish Creek Park, walking trails through Confederation Park, Edgemont, Bowness 

Park and so forth.  City pools that offer aquasize, stores and shopping malls that encourage 

seniors to use their facilities for walking in early mornings. 

Not Much Too many fat kids and adults Put physical exercise beck in schools 

Nothing - phys ed is not a priority in the public schools - make it one- folks will learn better. 

Nothing, making good food available in all neighbourhoods would be a good thing, reducing 

peoples reliance on fast food 

Nothing.  Let me decide what activities I want to participate in.  Stop the social engineering 

Number & breadth of green spaces & facilities, including new recreation centers under 

construction 

numerous no cost or affordable  recreational/leisure activities available to ALL Calgarians 

opportunities 
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Opportunities are available for everyone who isn't making excuses. Becoming active, outside or 

inside is a choice and the city hs much to offer, lots of it free  like parks, pathways, 

playgrounds 

Opportunities to exercise abound 

Our access to low cost/free options.  I think that Calgarians are committed to being physically 

well and fit.  Hopefully all Calgarians know that gym memberships, costly sports, and clubs 

are not the only way.  This also leads me back to ensuring access to good nutrition for all ... 

to eradicating poverty. 

Our closeness to the mountains encourages plenty of physical activities such as hiking, skiing 

and snowboarding. 

Our fabulous pathway system and the active nature of so many people who take advantage of 

our location and proximity to the mountains. 

Our facilities. 

Our parks and recreation centres make a valiant effort in providing programs most Calgarians 

can participate in. 

Our parks, bike and walking paths, our parks and recreation programs 

Our pathway system, walkable communities and open spaces provide great affordable 

recreation and fitness space for those who want it. 

Our pathway system. Fitness facilities like the Talisman. 

Our pathways and parks. 

Our population is relatively young and tends to be more active than in comparable 

communities across the country. 

our schools 

over weight  is  also  rampant cost  to  regional  medical service  easily  reduced by   early 

attention!!!  seriously  a  no-brainer  not  ROCKET  SCIENCE 

Overall, I think Calgary is a fairly active city and this is something we can build on. 

Parks and activity facilities 

parks and pathway system 

Pathways & Parks 
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Pathways full of runners and others so women can run alone safely. 

People have lots of options to be able to access recreation facilities at low or no cost. 

People in Calgary are generally more active than they have ever been. 

Physical Education is a right for all students and should not be optional in schools. 

physical health is a personal choice and thanks to this city for each time it promotes and 

develops ways to be outdoors and active... but less flash and more broadly painted: less 

east village and more entire river valley access, for instance 

Playgrounds for children & adults 

plenty of opportunities but only if you can afford to attend 

Plenty of opportunities for children to play games and run around in parks. 

Plenty of opportunities for physical activity in Calgary, as well as a generally healthy population. 

Provide subsidy for any one taking part in a physical activity 

Public parks and pathways encourage physical activity 

Rec facilities 

Reduce car centric, reduce speeds. Live Work Play. Why can't my child easily move around 

community without crossing dangerous roads. 

Rethinking how we build communities to take into account physical health - walkable 

neighborhoods, cycling initiatives. AHS support for whole health - not just diagnosis, but 

also nutrition, mental health, family wellness. 

School phys Ed  programs 

see previous comments on destinations 

seniors need better and more affordable programes 

So many places to play here in the city. 

Sports like hockey, soccer, etc should be affordable for everyone,  not just rich people. Maybe 

some of these kids would learn a thing or two about respect and consideration of others if 

they were playing sports instead of roaming the streets in gangs looking for trouble. 

Stop letting developers take all the golf courses! 

that the pedestrian environment is being given some priority 
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The activity levels of the senior population appear to be very high - witness old timers hockey at 

all ages (right up into 80s), ringette (lots of 40 and 50 years old), softball (all ages right up 

into the 90s), golf (all ages).  PS     Again, a subject that interests me.  There should be no 

health care for anyone who cannot show that they are involved in some kind of physical 

activity. I know, I know again, there would be exceptions to this, but in general theory no 

one should get help unless they are willing to help themselves (think the idea of self 

responsibility comes to mind). 

The beautiful air, the wonderful pathways, the abundance of clean water and locally-grown 

food, and the opportunities for all to participate in a healthier lifestyle makes Calgary one of 

the best places to live in the Canada. 

the beautiful surroundings and safe communities where we can practice many outdoor 

activities 

The bike lanes. 

The bike paths and lanes as well as the walking paths across the city promote physical activity. 

The bike paths are accessible in most of the city. 

The bikepaths. 

The Calgary Sexual health Centre staff and volunteers! 

The city needs to keep integrating physical exercise into daily life.  Especially among children.  

More and more sports have the issue of being primarily geared towards elite or high 

performance athletes.  Things like own the podium primarily benefit people that are already 

rich and go to expensive private/charter schools.  More recreation centres, make it easier 

for families to get passes such as by having a box to check, or something to opt out of 

automatically getting a recreation pass.  Do the same for transit.  More cycling 

infrastructure.  More safe routes to school-there isn't much of this if any in Calgary. 

The City now has an Active Aging Strategy. This is a wonderful way to encourage healthy live 

among older adults. 

the city offers many programs through parks and recreation.  Would love to see the badminton 

program offered again. 
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The City's bike paths and walkways are great.  School children and other groups need physical 

health (which would decrease obesity rates and hospital/medical needs).  The availability of 

events aimed at physical health does not need to be joggers or bikers,  There are other 

types of exercise/events that need to be arranged. 

The continued building of new community rec centres. 

The cycle tracks and pathway system throughout the City 

The high level of education and income for a large group of folk means many Calgarians are 

very aware of health issues and do have pretty good health.  Disparity for folk at bottom of 

the heap, and seniors. 

The high public support of tax-dollar-provided recreation activities 

the information provided often 

the opportunities for developing physical health are extensive in the city and it is only the lack 

of will on the part of the citizens that allows them to avoid these challenging opportunities 

The pathway along the Bow River is awesome, tons of people use that space. Also, the increase 

in bikeways has been a real positive. 

The pathways are crowded! 

The pathways are often busy many active people 

The proximity of many outdoor amenities - fitness facilities, parks, an extensive & growing 

pathway network & the enthusiasm of the citizens to use them all. It is important that our 

amenities are maintained, improved & kept affordable for all. 

The recreational opportunities we have throughout the city 

The role of physical activity in preventative health care and acknowledgement that addressing 

health concerns is a multi-sectorial approach. 

The walking paths threaded throughout the city 

The way we design our neighbourhoods directly impacts community health and wellness. We 

need to make it easy for people to integrate physical activity into their every day. The bike 

lanes, routes, and pathways are a wonderful example of this. 

There are facilities for physical activity 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 178 

There are lots of facilities both public and private allowing those so inclined to be active. There 

are also many places free of cost that people can get to and be active. 

There are many affordable options for physical exercise that people are not aware of - such as 

Running Room free run/walk times. Lots of wonderful pathway systems for walking, cycling, 

snowshoeing, etc. 

There are many agencies that provide opportunities for improving physical health. The YMCA is 

a super place for both young & old. 

There are many areas and venues that one can go to to walk, run, cycle. 

There are no shortage of opportunities to remain active - great programs and facilities. 

There are opportunities for people to become physically, socially and intellectually active.  We 

can include and make these opportunities available to everyone. 

There are options but not a conscience. 

There are some great community events that promote health in the city. The YMCA even has a 

fee reduction option available. It would be great if maybe some of the runs such as The 

Mother's Day walk and run had some fee reduction options as a way to increase availability 

for people who may want to participate but for any number of reasons may not be able to 

fund raise among the people they know. 

There are too few affordable options to exercise in the winter time. 

There should be education for the benefit of good health and tax deductable for any 

membership of any health club. 

This is a sport city and its great to see so many people walking, cycling, running and the many 

other sports that are evident 

This is a very active, vibrant city - it's encouraging to see the pathway systems regularly used 

throughout the city by cyclists and pedestrians alike. 

This is definitely something I like and appreciate from Calgary. 

Trails and greenspaced 

Trendies doing all they can to show off how healthy they are. 

Variable health care premiums based on BMI. 

Variety with respect to fitness options/clubs 
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walking trails 

We are a  very active city, the pathways, and always new activities coming up (surfing on the 

Bow) 

We are a fairly active city and having a good pathway system, lots of sports activities and 

excellent playgrounds and rec centres is to our credit.  Access for all to nutritious affordable 

food would help with a growing problem of obesity. 

We are a fit city, although some citizens are still not engaged. 

We are a very active & outdoorsy city. 

We are a very active city 

We are active due to our environment and we should keep it that way! 

We are making healthier lifestyle choices more available in terms of exercise. 

We are obsessed with physical health and provide all sorts of services. I would like more 

emphasis on helping those who don't have access to appropriate food, medications and 

medical access. 

We are probably better than most North American cities but we need to encourage our youth 

to become more physically active and to develop proper  nutritional habits. This is critical if 

we are to bend the health care costs curve. 

We have a pretty benign climate, the mountains next door and lots of parks and trails - We 

could be outdoors and absorbing the happiness drug that comes from nature interaction. 

We have a relatively "fit" population but we need to work on the children. 

We have access to many wonderful exercise options - cycling/walking in parks; pathway 

systems; cross-country skiing on local golf courses, etc. 

We have access to parks, lakes and rivers 

We have accessible affordable city run facilities. We have great parks 

We have amazing programs for our youth, young adult and seniors, 

We have every opportunity to lead physically healthy lives in Calgary. More social engineering 

always welcome (reduced car convenience, denser communities, activity subsidies, etc). 

We have excellent facilities and opportunites for engagement in physical health. 

We have excellent Rec Centres, parks with exercise equipment, bike paths. 
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we have free accessible walking paths and live in a beautiful place to enjoy 

We have great bike paths anf running paths that lots of people put to good use 

We have great parks and a pathway system that is free to anyone who puts on a pair of walking 

shoes or knows how to ride a bike. 

we have great parks paths etc 

We have great parks!, have free fun programs to get people out...encourage them to cycle to 

event 

we have lots of access to affordable ways of being active 

We have many sunny days! Lets get outside and enjoy them. 

We have more affordable places for people to excerise. 

We have so many opportunities at our doorstep and within our city to get out and be active. On 

a nice day, city parks are busy, pathways are busy and hiking trails in the mountains are 

busy. 

We have so many walking paths, outdoor spaces, and rec centres, there are a lot of great 

opportunities for physical fitness 

We have some great outdoor spaces for physical activity 

We have some of the most expensive healthcare in Canada. 

we have some wonderful areas for working out but they all are masive complexes that you have 

to drive to. 

We have the best bike path system enywhere 

we have the facilities / centres - just don't optimize. 

we have the facilities use them more 

WE have the mountains close by 

We have wonderful resources and facilities in and around Calgary to take advantage of.  Let 

alone the beautiful outdoors. 

We love outdoor activities. 

We need to create more walkable neighbourhoods. 

we should be supporting all our teams - we have world class events here that get almost no 

publicity - for example speed skating - found out it was taking place in Calgary when it was 
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televised - did not see one poster - not one announcement by the city - nothing.... so of 

course not there to support - same with University teams erc... please support the sports 

and activities we have going on - that is what attracts new people to them. 

We should celebrate the private relationship each person has with their body and stop trying to 

police it through hate. We should celebrate and support them in healthy ways 

When all that are able have incorporated physical activity into their daily routines 

Wonderful opportunities in town (gyms and parks) and nearby mountains for physical workout 

excercises. 

Yea for the bike lanes and extensive bike paths through the parks. 

Year round activity options 

You can walk anywhere, and there is good diversity from paved to off the roads places. 

You see people out every single day, regardless of the weather 

 lots of facilities around the city - bike paths - winter and summer activities 
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Safety 

 

Which of the following do you believe is the top priority for improving Calgary when 

it comes to safety? OPTIONS: Improve emergency preparedness, reduce gang violence, 

reduce bullying in schools, reduce incidence of family violence/domestic conflict, reduce 

incidence of property crime such as break and enter, theft and improve neighbourhood 

safety. 

 

Actually enforce laws. Police respond to complaints. I live in the inner city and it would seem 

they won't roll out of bed for anything less than attempted murder. Introduce broken 

windows theory to crime prevention. 

Address bullying across all ages/schools/workplace 

Again, all of the above should be included as one. 

all 

All 

all above 

All of above 

All of above.  Again I feel that there were lots of good efforts in this direction but with the 

economic climate things are sliding. 

All of the above 

all of the above 

all of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

all of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above in equal measure 
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All of the above should be top priority 

All of the above. 

All of the above. 

All of the above.   Crime had increased dramatically in IngleWood.   More petty crime will 

eventually result in someone being hurt 

All of those are important. I think mental health is often the underlying reason for the 

crimes/problems on this list, so I'd put that as the top priority. 

All the above 

Become less American.  Guns are not the answer to anything. 

both gang violence and family violence 

Bullying in the workplace in this city is horrible 

Calgary is a safe city 

Create more urban neighbourhoods which are more lively and likely to discourage theft or 

violence, instead of neighbourhoods where people don't want to go out except through 

their garage and leave in their car. 

C-train safety 

Decrease amount of roads in areas that should be walking only. 

Do all the above by increasing awareness and education on the above topics 

Do something about this problem instead of nothing which is what has been happening. 

Bullying is rampant among kids, and God help you if you are the one being bullied. Doesn't 

seem like anyone will do anything about it. Make these bloody brats accountable. 

drugs and alcohol seem to be a major part of the problem... root cause even deeper 

Educate everyone on the most important rule ever !  Do onto others as you would have them 

do unto you.  Morality and kindness!!! 

Educate people about how to reach out for help when witnessing assault, public intoxication, or 

crime (particularly on or near transit). 

Education in order to shift paradigms on family & sexual violence to empower victims & 

prevent victimization 
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Education through demonstration of high values. Avoid overreaction and pandering to 

individuals seeking  control without accountability. 

Get rid of guns!!! 

Highlight issues of sexual and domestic violence. 

I have not experienced bullying/ violence (lucky me!) so I can't say 

Implement a Vision Zero transportation policy 

Improve awareness of the prevalence of crimes of all kinds and develop strategies to reduce all 

types of crime 

Improve driver safety and reduce drunk driving. Police presence on highways would be a great 

start 

improve educational campaigns and messaging to adults and kids alike of what behaviours are 

bullying. 

improve emergency preparedness and prepare people to deal with other safety issues like 

bullying. Being prepared builds resilience. 

Improve neighborhood safety and values. 

Improve safety in the core, especially around public sites such as Olympic plaza, central library, 

municipal building, east village 

Improve safety on C trains. 

Improve security on C-Train 

Improving safety for women going to and from work,safety on public transit,stalking and safety 

walking in neighborhoods 

Increase awareness of water safety 

Increase education on sexual harassment 

Increase police presence. 

Increase police resources 

increase sense of community and responsibility for fellow neighbours 

Increase transit security 

Increasing awareness of cultural issues. Improving the public view of police officers so people 

feel comfortable going to them instead of trying deal with the issue on their own. 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 185 

look at intervening at root cause of violence -- substance abuse  mental health issues 

LRT has too many unsavoury characters and not enough officers to manage them..often feel 

not safe and I am a male, can't imagine how young women feel. 

Make out of school programs available 

More education about sexual abuse and more justice for survivors. 

More prosecution and harsher penalties for offenders 

More severe punishment for offenders 

Need to reduce gang violence, bullying and family violence. All are a priority. 

Parents need to be responsible for their kids values .  Right from wrong.  Keep from getting into 

trouble. 

pedestrian safety measures, including road redesign and speed limit reductions. 

Prevent pedestrians from being struck while crossing roads. 

Prevention of bullying, violence, dv and crime through education and equal opportunity 

Reduce government bullying of the public when the public chooses to disagree with gov't (both 

elected officials and bureaucrats) 

Reduce incidence of sexual assault by teaching more people about consent 

reduce poverty 

Reduce poverty and other inequalities 

reduce street harassment of women 

Reduce traffic fatalities 

Remove the need for drug dealers. 

Return to community road design which eliminates road travel through to cut down on crime. 

Sharing of information between police services and communities. There is a feeling that Calgary 

is getting more violent, less safe, but that may not be backed up by statistics. News media 

highlights the trouble, not the efforts to keep people safe. 

Should be able to check more than one circle 

slow vehicles the heck down, restore primacy of pedestrians. 

stop bulleying of teachers by adminstrators, ltd companies especially great west 
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Stop focusing on crime and violence. If you believe in peaceful coexistence with everyone, you 

will have it. 

stop the anti-bullying campaigns. Bullying will always exist. Teach kids to stand up for 

themselves against bullies, then we won't be raising a generation of victims! 

Take a stronger stance against bullying and youth crime, this will pay dividends for the adult 

crime issues. There needs to be a sense of responsibility and consequences. 

Teach difference between beliefs and facts and improve tolerance for other’s beliefs. 

teach feminism, intersectionality, and inclusion in schools. 

There is more crime in our neighbourhood than there used to be. Police presence been 

reduced. Many traffic infractions - speeding, parking, etc. Drug use/dealing. B/Es. Don't feel 

as safe as we should. 

There needs to be a change regarding sexual assault and domestic violence 

This is very broad.  Combination of Crime reduction and reduce bullying 

Unless willing to place police officers in schools, how does the city expect to reduce bullying in 

schools? 

Work on the underlying causes of crime, ie poverty, discrimination, etc. 
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What should we celebrate about Calgary when it comes to addressing safety? 

 

A compassionate and well-trained police force. 

A lot has been done to address bullying however crimes against seniors in on the rise. 

address family violence on TV radio adds 

Addressing mental health care would address many family violence issues. 

Addressing the issue of bullying head-on 

agencies that support the reintegration of men and women who have had interactions with the 

courts such as John Howard and Elizabeth Fry Societies 

Alberta has the 4th highest rate of family/domestic violence in Canada. No celebration, once 

again. 

All the above are obvious but they don't address any issues 

An excellent police force; dog-friendly environment; nosy neighbours; availability of 

surveillance cameras. 

Anti-bullying programs and many police officers on duty downtown 

as a civic employee working in the public i feel safe in my job, and getting to my job and back 

home again, 

Availability of support programs, but they need to be promoted more. Crime rises based on 

state of economy. Help programs for families will reduce gang recruitment, family 

problems, bullying and increase neighbourhood safety. 

Awareness campaigns are definitely on the rise 

back alleys are a problem 

Better understanding of solutions to family violence 

Block Watch in Coventry Hills 

Bullying is being addressed in schools. Need more in Businesses. 

Calgary continues to have a relatively low crime rate for a city of its size. 

Calgary Domestic Violence Collective and their work in prevention of domestic violence 

Calgary feels very safe. It is very safe. 
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Calgary has a proactive police service but that police service is under-resourced. We need to 

reduce violence in the home, as it has much wider impacts than other forms of crime and 

reduces the feeling of safety significantly for those impacted. We need more police officers 

on the street and fewer sitting at desks, so that police officers can become more proactive 

and address more issues of concern than they are currently able to. 

Calgary has a very strong and dedicate police force. 

Calgary has been plagued by gang violence the last couple of years, this needs to stop.   Gangs 

set up and get stronger every day.  They are dangerous to innocent people 

Calgary has made a lot of progress in decreasing crime, especially in the inner city.  The police 

do a good job. 

Calgary in and of itself is safe however more work is needed to prevent partner violence and 

that seems to be little discussed and yet quite prevalent. More effort is needed to de-

stigmatize that issue to increase access to the necessary supports. 

Calgary is a fairly safe city. If we can improve neighborhood safety we can feel better about our 

children and ourselves being out and about. This is another thing communities can work on 

as a whole. 

Calgary is a safe city in my opinion. We do have gang, drug & criminal issues as does any 

community; as long as we continue to work on the issues that are linked to such issues then 

our safety should be no worse than it is today. I will add that an aging population is usually 

linked with lower crime rates. 

Calgary is a very safe city and the response to emergencies and disasters is excellent. 

Calgary is a VERY safe place to live 

Calgary is currently a pretty safe city as far as large cities go but is deteriorating....root cause 

seems to lean toward substance abuse. 

Calgary is generally a safe city. 

Calgary is horrible for sexual abuse. The Stampede is basically a ten-day free for all for sexual 

harassment and abuse. Why isn't this talked about? 

Calgary is now a large city and yet it is a very safe place to live compared to many other cities. 

Calgary is one of the safest places in the world to live. 
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Calgary over the years has made this a priority and made many physical changes to lighting and 

places that one would have said never go at night. 

Calgary police 

calgary Police Service 

Calgary Police Service are working with community groups on many of these issues. 

Calgary Police Service rs 

Calgary seems to be a relatively safe city - don't know what the statistics show, but I am not 

afraid to walk anywhere in this city at any time of night or day (and that despite at least one 

work associate I know, being rolled by three thugs near the Palliser Hotel). PS Am curious 

about the bullying in school - as far as I remember, there was always bullying in schools. 

PPS, the family domestic conflict items is probably the most important if any one thing has 

to be singled out. 

Calgary seems to be very safe -- even the panhandlers are friendly 

Calgary usually feels like a safe place to be, even at night (except downtown once in awhile).  

This city seems way more safe than others. 

Calgary's crime rate is better than Edmonton! 

CCASA, the CSART team at Sheldon Chumir, Calgary Sexual Health Centre, local communities 

who have gathered together to reduce sexual violence. 

CDVC, work in schools, youth services & churches 

Celebrate the guys who kick the crap out of someone who burglaries their home 

Celebrate the personnel who work with and for the City of Calgary police. 

Celebrate the work of our police service and our justice system; without them we would not 

have the wonderful city we do. 

CEMA 

City police currently have a great track record on Gang violence and getting drugs off the street. 

Clean up neighbourhoods 

Community policing, neighbourhood lighting, sidewalks, crosswalks 

Compared to many cities, we are in a very safe place. 

Compared to most of the world, we have it good. 
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Cops are only good for handing out tickets and meeting that quota. When you really need a cop 

you wait for hours.  Have you ever heard of a 911 line being busy- well welcome to Calgary. 

CPS 

CPS and other social/non-profit partners are super committed and effective at addressing 

safety and security. I'd like to see even more supports for these services. 

CPS gang unit 

CPS highly regarded 

CPS resources in schools 

Create more walkable, community orientated neighourhoods to increase a sense of community 

and have neighbours watch one another. 

Crescent Heights and Bridgeland need more police presence and scary people removed from 

the streets. 

Don't go downtown at night. 

don't know 

emergency calls 

emergency preparedness and a Mayor who is excellent in a crisis 

Emergency preparedness is second to none and we live in Calgary in relative peace and safety. 

Emergency preparedness, handling of the floods and generally communicating with the 

community in times of trouble 

Excellent skilled first responders! 

Excellent work done by our civic administration and employees, including the police force. 

feel safe on the streets 

Feels safe to walk at night almost anywhere in city. 

For many years, personal safety was not a problem in Calgary. With the increase in drug use 

and drug gang violence this is no longer the case. When you add domestic abuse and 

ordinary crime to this, the city is becoming much less safe. 

For the most part Calgary is still a fairly safe city to reside in. Programs which seek to reduce 

family violence, by way of extension, also reduce community violence. 

For the most part, citizens can feel safe in the Calgary community. 
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Freedom to believe in personal security. 

Gang violence is the biggest challenge I think because it can affect people who are not directly 

involved.  More work needs to be done to address it in a timely manner and actual 

punishment for those involved would be helpful. 

Generally a very safe city.  Rise in crime and family violence / domestic conflict related to 

economic issues is a concern.  Look at root causes.    Housing a huge issue related to family 

violence / domestic conflict.  No easy escape route for some - and pressures related to high 

housing costs or lack of quality housing are likely exacerbating issue. 

Generally feel safe in the city. 

Generally feel very safe walking the streets in most neighbourhoods 

Generally it's a very safe city 

Generally safe to be out atnight. 

Generally, Calgary feels safe. Even working downtown I feel that most of Calgary is safe. We 

should celebrate that sense of security. 

good police force 

good police services 

Good response when needed. 

Good support for violence or bullying, and the Calgary Police Department is good. 

Great police force with a focus on prevention 

Great police force, maybe too small for city's needs though 

Guns, guns, guns 

Have good women's shelters - need more capacity! 

Having more law enforcement officers in communities. Imcreased presence has appeared to 

increase my feeling of safety. 

Having the police officers develop a relationship with the kids in school is a good program. 

Having things for kids to do after school. 

Homefront 

Homefront collaboration with Taxi. 

How safe Calgary is for a large city. 
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I always feel safe in my city have always had that trust returned and no violence or theft issues 

to speak of. 

I am so afraid for children in school. For the violence, for the anger, for the group mentality, for 

exclusions.  We need to continue to our efforts and make children aware that Calgary must 

be a safe community for everyone.  Starts have been made and we need to continue 

I do feel pretty safe in most parts of Calgary all the time. I also do not take stupid chances. 

I do not feel safe ??? so what ??? good question 

I do not feel safe here anymore 

I don't know how to do that! 

I don't know I do not feel safe here anymore 

I feel exceptionally safe in our city, as do most of my peers. 

I feel safe almost anywhere in Calgary 

I feel safe and unassailed! 

I feel safe going anywhere in the city at any time of day 

I feel safe in all areas of city. 

I feel safe in Calgary, more than any other places I lived in before (France, UK, Senegal...) 

I feel safe walking any time, any where in Calgary. 

I feel safe. 

I feel very safe in Calgary. I live in a community that cares about each other and finding ways to 

foster that in every neighborhood would be great. By being more aware and committed to 

safety in our communities we'll recognize danger signs and report them sooner. 

I find we are much safer than almost anywhere else in the world. 

I know to call and trust 911. 

I like seeing things like Shift (domestic violence) - university working with agencies and 

communities. 

I think Calgary does a good job of targeting and marketing against bullying, fighting, racism, 

domestic violence, discrimination, etc.  Continue to police and charge offenses.  Task the 

police and communities to protect against break-ins, vandalism, theft.  Prepare (and 

communicate) the city's plans for emergencies including flooding, loss of power, gridlock, 
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heat and humidity, etc so everyone knows the plan and escape routes.  I think Calgary did a 

good job when the major floods hit.  Prevent insurance companies and the city from 

overcharging every citizen when a few people build their houses on the edge of a flooding 

river or in a flood plain.  Ensure that when a criminal goes to jail for a major offence or 

violent crime that they don't get out in 2 years with "good behavior".  There has to be 

response for doing something stupid.  Stop allowing criminals to avoid jail time due to 

psychiatric circumstances and then releasing them back into the general population "once 

they are cured".  Give some thought of pulling over people when they are driving 20 or 

30km under the posted speed limit or can't figure out how to use their turn indicators.  

Don't allow the lowest common denominator to rule the 100% of the population. 

I think the emergency services by both police and fire is great. 

I usually feel safe, but the LRT really needs more security. 

improve policing in the city. 

Improving safety awareness. 

Incidents are quite few and mostly dealt with. 

It feels safe to live and work here. Calgary is clean and open. 

It is a fairly safe city 

It is very safe 

it's a safe big city. There aren't too many of those. 

Keep the community policing stations open. 

Kind policemen 

lights near bridge across from drop-in 

Lower speed limits in all residential areas to 40 km and police patrol 

many of our neighbourhoods continue to be pretty safe for all 

Many schools do a good job of reducing bullying but some schools do not have good leadership. 

Maybe if the police spent less time sitting and giving out photo radar tickets and devoted 

resources to actual policing they could make a difference in some of the areas mentioned 

above 

Men and women can be equally involved in this committment 
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More education on domestic violence and promotion starts from school. 

Most Calgarians want to live in a safe city. 

Much has been done to improve Calgary's flood-preparedness, and to help people recover from 

the effects of the flood in June 2013. 

n/a 

NA 

Neighborhood police stations working with volunteers to help make people aware of issues, 

incidents.  Why not bring back block watch? 

Neighbourhood safety is our responsibility. We should be watching out for each other and 

spending more time on our sidewalks and yards. 

Neighbourhoods are becoming in involved in making our communities safe through Block 

watch groups and neighbourhood walking groups. 

Neighbourhoods! 

No comment 

No comments 

Not sure. 

nothing 

nothing 

Nothing - Police are more interested in revenue generating traffic stops than they are in 

community safety support. 

Nothing, starts with the police 

nothing, still waiting on police from an incident in May 2015.  No phone call, email, or visitation. 

Very poor 

Nothing. 

Nothing.  Stop threatening to cut back the police and protective services every time you are 

looking for a tax increase. 

On average, Calgary communities are safe. 

One of the safest places to live in the world!!! 

Open discussion taking place in schools and in the media 
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Or - Keep the gang foolishness within the gangs v. spilling out into the general community 

Our city's first responders are amazing! Thank you to all the work they do every day to help 

their fellow citizens. 

Our comminity services ..police, fire, ems are always there for us 

Our emergency preparedness systems for big events seem to be pretty good, as evidenced by 

the flood response two years ago.  We need to improve traffic safety in residential areas.  

Too many cars/trucks driving excessively fast and ignoring stop signs/pedestrian 

crosswalks/playground zones. 

Our fine social services personnel and police 

Our police and their efforts! 

Our police are the absolute best. 

Our police force is excellent. We have a relatively low crime rate. 

Our police service 

our police service 

Our police service is well aware of the issues in the city and is sophisticated at dealing with 

those issues. 

Overall Calgary is very safe 

Overall, Calgary feels safe compared to a lot of major cities. We do need to address high levels 

of domestic violence though. 

Overall, the majority of neighborhoods in this city are safe. 

overall, we are safe 

peace officers cameras 

People still care about others. 

People's overall perception is of a safe place to live. 

police 

Police are really agreeable and respond quickly. Organizations exist to combat sexual violence. 

Police communication with public 

Police does a very good job of creating a sense of safety on the streets. 

policing was better under Rick Hanson 
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Reduce, reduce, reduce.  I don't know how you expect the city to reduce so many things that 

are not in their power to change.  My kids school supposedly has a zero tolerance bullying 

policy.  Do you think it stops it?  Do you think kids get expelled or suffer some consequence 

for it?  NO.  Barely even a slap on the wrist.  How does this discourage bullying? 

Relatively safe 

reported gang caused violence seems on upswing, these collateral damage risks are concerning. 

Safe streets! 

Safer Calgary inititiatve…. to improve road safety etc.. 

Safer Spaces Calgary initiatives 

Safety is always on the list of concerns which is good. Keep it up! Most incidents seem to local 

or domestic 

Safety stats are very low. 

School Safety Expo 

Schools try reduce bullying 

Should put civil servants in cars for catching speeder with cameras instead of the police.  They 

could work on a commission basis. 

Start teaching safety issues/behaviours from childhood. 

Support families through a variety of networks so that they can deal with the stresses of life 

That it isn't that bad in our city? We are not Chicago 

The Calgary Fire Department provides great response time/service  when EMS call times and 

availability is declining. 

The Calgary Sexual Health WiseGuyz program- a program that targets 14 year old boys in the 

prevention of intimate partner violence. This city produces amazingly innovative 

programming! 

the change of attitude for the importance of urban design and the human interface with the 

built environment - and how that impacts community liveability. 

The City and its citizens have an amazing ability to respond efficiently and effectively to 

emergency situations 

The decline violent crimes like murders. 
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The downtown train underpasses are a chronic area where I don't feel safe. The lights at the 

First St. SW underpass aren't bright enough, and I worry the same for the Fourth St. SW 

underpass once that project is complete. The west end of town, around Seventh Ave. SW 

and Eighth St. SW is still a problem area, as is much of the downtown C-Train. 

The fire department is great 

The Fire Department! 

The increased police foot patrols in the downtown area has increased the safety, especially 

after dark. 

The initiatives and work in the past few years around emergency preparedness. 

The neighborhood policing with an assigned officer to your community is really helpful. 

The police personnel assigned to schools are great. 

The valiant efforts being made by our police to address these issues. 

The workers that daily fight the battle on the front lines (ie. police, social and hospital workers) 

and find the caring and kindness to keep trying to help people through situations that are 

becoming increasingly chaotic 

There are a number of cooperative programs working with families experiencing domestic 

violence and these programs are proving very effective.  Increased access to affordable 

housing will also increase support to women leaving violent situations so Calgary's goal of 

increasing affordable housing should assist in this as well. 

There is concern and appropriate action in emergencies, but more background work is needed. 

This incorporates al of the above Our isolation from each other in less engagement means less 

safety for women and children - homes can be very toxic places - with more community 

involvement there is more safety for the vulnerable 

This is still quite a safe city. 

Those brave people that have spoken up and started conversations about abuse, so that we 

don't ignore the problem or blame the victim. Celebrate those organizations and individuals 

that work in reducing family violence and domestic conflict. 

Too many gangs and drugs going around. 

too may murders 
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Top notch police force in Calgary 

Unemployment is directly linked to household violence. We have to get people working again! 

Very Good Policing and Fire services 

Very limited violence for the ordinary citizen 

Very safe city considering its population is 

we already live in a safe city. Crime rates are generally dropping. I think the news media is too 

blame for a lot of the anxiety about crime in our streets. I can't speak to bullying. Is there 

really more of it than 2-3 decades ago? 

We already live in a safe city. The news media needs to back off sensationalizing crime stories. 

The incidence of violent crime is going down, not up. 

WE are a safe city and have a great police force 

We are a very safe city in comparison to others our size 

We are perhaps better than many jurisdictions on this front but we need to ensure we properly  

educate our young people to embrace diversity and be more tolerant. If we do a good job 

on this front, we will reduce the incidence of violence and abuse in decades to come. 

We have a very good police force. 

We have a very safe city to be in. Its just hard to separate reality from all the TV shows! 

We have a very vigilant traffic law enforcers. 

We have a wonderful police force but there are not enough on foot-patrol or circulating in our 

communities. 

We have an excellent police department who are doing s good jib 

We have knowledgeable, skilled, compassionate and caring police and fire services, among the 

finest in the land 

We have low crime rates and live in a very safe City  We must debunk the myth that we live in 

an unsafe community 

We have many professionals that deal with safety, fire, police, teachers, social workers, 

psychologists all working in the trenches every day. 
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We have relatively safe neighbourhoods and low crimes rates.  Working on inclusion of youth at 

risk of feeling alienated would help address the issue of gang violence.  But the increase in 

domestic violence is frightening and needs urgent attention. 

We live in a safe city.  Drug related crime continues to be a challenge. 

we need to recognize that bullying in the workplace is a huge problem. It needs to be 

addressed. 

We trust in our police force. Be a part of the community and care what is going on around you. 

We try and our community needs to continue to understand need for all of the above 

We used to have an extensive neighbourhood watch and bloc watch network in Calgary. Let's 

revive it. 

We work together to make our communities safer. 

Well trained police service 

We're at least talking about and admitting we have big city problems.  Awareness is the first 

step. 

We're safety conscious, and we respond well to mass emergencies.  We need to make sure that 

our preparedness keeps up with our growth.  At the same time, we need to make sure the 

social supports are there to prevent bullying/abuse before it happens.  People who feel safe 

and whole do not bully/harm others. 

Whenit comes to safety we should be dealing serious with the little problems, along the lines of 

New York City's "broken window" philosophy 

While most neighborhoods are safe, more proactive and less reactive policing would make 

sense.  Regular patrols in all communities should be a priority as Police and citizen safety is 

a civic responsibility. 

While there are regular incidents of violence in Calgary I believe that in about 50 years I have 

never experienced one. 

Wish I could pick all of the above. Police should be rerouted to violent crimes wherever possible 

You can pretty much walk anywhere in Calgary and feel safe 

Know lots of community engagement work With youth and police is being done - Definitely see 

more diversity in the police force.  
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Sports & Recreation 

Which of the following do you believe is the top priority for improving Calgary when 

it comes to sports and recreation? OPTIONS: Increase investment in sport and 

recreation facilities and infrastructure, increase the number of children and youth involved 

in recreation or sports activities, increase access to local sport and recreation opportunities 

and facilities, support the repurposing of existing outdoor spaces to be multi-purpose and 

multi-season and improve affordability of sports and recreation programs for citizens. 

 

all of the above 

All of the above 

all of the above 

All of the above 

all of these 

Allow cycling on sidewalks where no bike lanes exist with absolute right of way for pedestirians 

- reduces cost and enhances everyday activity 

Build a bigger place than we already have for hockey 

build a bike path along the west side of the bow river north from Glemore Trail to Inglewood. 

Create more programs for at risk children/youth. 

cut budget for sport and allow private industry to take over we need to lower our taxes in 

tough economic times and cut services 

Damn! Again, an area where all the priorities are equal priorities. 

don't know 

don't spend money on this - this is up to people to decide how to stay healthy and active 

Get kids out of house away from computer 

Have coaches and those that work at the facilities be properly trained. 

I think when you build a facility the immediate neighbors to the complex need to be consulted. 

Parking issues and noise from the buildings which are rented out for weddings etc needs to 

be considered. A shopping complex would not be allowed without adequate parking. Why is 

a community hall allowed to exist without it. Attractive sound barriers need to provide 
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sound proofing as well so the folks living nearby are not woken every weekend by party 

goers who's noise spills out into the streets.  Also the new tennis courts building in Acadia is 

an absolute eyesore. The people who's view of the park that is now blocked by this horrible 

building should have had veto power. 

Improve both bicycle paths in town and routes to get access to roads outside the city. New ring 

road construction appears to prohibit leaving town except in cars 

increase the opportunities for all ages to engage in sport - through more facilities, coaching 

support and recognition of participation 

Leave it as is 

Leave things alone. 

less support for hockey billionaires 

Make deliberate efforts increase access for immigrants and refugees in the area of Sports and 

Recreation - encourage mainstream organizations to become more culturally responsive 

make it all user pay at the full cost 

more cheap accessible options 

More open, free spaces to enjoy the outdoors. Swimming holes along the river in popular parks 

etc 

No interest 

One thing I notched when I was in Europe was that facilities were free to access, but services 

cost some money.  This meant you could go to the beach for free, park for free, but if you 

wanted to eat, you had to bring your own or pay. We should try to incorporate more of this 

to enable all people to enjoy sport and recreation, not just those with money. 

Reduce spending on all sports related activities. 

Reestablish playgrounds, encourage ways for people to be physically active that is inexpensive 

(good parks).  Stop focusing on organized sports, focus more on being active. 

Repurposing and affordability, 

Southland Leisure Centre type facility in or near the downtown core. Perhaps West End. 

spend money on essentials food  etc  reduce taxes foe elderly seniors  etc 

Sports are for stupid people 
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Status quo is fine. 

stay the same 

Stop selling golf courses and turning them into housing. Start putting in more rec centres 

stop spending we have urgent needs like safety mental health helping the disabled 

stop subsidizing the professional, for profit sports teams, and then we will have more tax 

dollars to support community based sports and rec. 

Urban parks 

user build, user pay 

Variety that supports the diversity of the population and encourages life-long activities for the 

widest number of people including elders, disadvantaged neighbourhoods and youth, etc. 

We are doing the best we can with the $ available. 

We have lots already.  Just make sure we are keeping them fully utilized and accessible. 

wider sidewalks and more street trees to encourage walking 
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What should we celebrate about Calgary when it comes to sports and recreation? 

 

A lot of free options for outdoor activities. 

A ton of options but only for those who can afford it 

a variety of sports and recreation opportunities across the city 

Active population 

affordable and  non cost  activiites 

Again, many new communities have great community centres and a variety of recreation 

programs. Lots of natural spaces in the city which support walking, biking, etc like Fish Creek 

and Nose HIll. 

Again, the coaches. A passionate coach will build the community around the sport or activity. 

And coaching is a lovely way for our athletes to give back. They are my super heros! 

all sports 

All the parent volunteers 

Almost every community has some sort of recreation/sports facility. 

Already commented on 

Amazing facilities, affordable and accessible for everyone and all cultures (particularly the 

YMCA) 

Amazing soccer programs. 

As stated previously I think Calgary does an excellent job of promoting health and fitness.  The 

people who want to take care of their health do.  The people that want to be obese 

are...Continue to support local athletics at all levels.  Invest in proper urban planning for a 

city this size and population to balance lifestyle, health, traffic, events, etc.  Use a simulator 

or visit major cities to get a sense of what works and doesn't work.  Promote the population 

to use the current programs so that the costs can be reduced for all citizens.  Prices keep 

going up and low-income to middle-income people can't always afford to participate.  Police 

the criminals that are using green spaces and parks to commit crimes and drug use.  Figure 

out some areas of the city ie) McMahon Stadium, New Sports Centre like Saddledome, that 
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can be used to house major festivals and concerts without the neighborhood complaining 

about the noise. 

Calgarians are enthusiastic and many seem to access the multitude of resources available 

Calgary and region offers a wide range sporting opportunities. 

Calgary does an awesome job with its recreation centres and pools.  Perhaps more education 

and information to the residents of the city would help. 

Calgary does have a lot of sport options such as Tennis clubs and in particular the Calgary Sport 

and Social Club is a great resource available to many Calgarian so long as they have access 

to public transportation or a car since more of their games happen all over the city. Maybe 

creating more localized recreation options would be helpful. 

Calgary does more than enough for sports, lets see more parks in all neighbourhoods 

Calgary has great facilities and opportunities for sports and recreation throughout the entire 

year. 

Calgary has great facilities and should continue to maintain and promote them. 

Calgary has lots of good programs.  It's whether you can afford them or not.  This is the first 

year in a while that the pool pass price didn't go up.  Family's need activities that are 

economical in these times. 

Calgary has lots of recreational opportunities - we just need to ensure that people are 

connected to them and can afford them. 

Calgary has lots of sporting opportunities. 

Calgary has many facilities for all sports, including a skateboard park. 

Calgary has many options for involvement in sports and recreation activities for citizens of all 

ages. Love the new St Patrick's Island! 

Calgary has wonderful 3-season bike and walking paths and trails. 

Calgary is active with Calgary Flames and Stampeders, along with the Roughnecks, Hitmen.  We 

are known as a sports city.  I think the professional level of sports being played here is 

important for our pride and our tourism. 

Calgary is trying to expand facilities and leagues into the newer areas of the city, which makes 

this more accessible. 
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Calgary is very fortunate to have a multitude of recreation activities available to them. 

Calgary Parks and Recreation is a vital part of the city landscape, and a wonderful community 

building agent. 

Calgary rec is affordable and has a lot of options. 

Calgary's bicycle networks and pathways 

Calgary's recreational facilities are fantastic. 

Canada Olympic Park for skiing, the major urban parks such as Nose Hill for walking, the leisure 

centres, adult evening recreational programs in schools, swim clubs, hiking groups, running 

trails. 

Can't afford to engage. 

Celebrate that there is lots of it! PS This is probably the most important thing the city can look 

after, after policing, water/sewage, and roads.  So here, the city should be looking at 

spending! 

City Fitness facilities do a good job. The senior rate is great! 

City pools, Calgary Olympic Park, playing fields for baseball, softball, soccer, Olympic Plaza 

community sports 

Cost is not a barrier to participation. 

Decrease the cost of access to city facilities. 

Developers should not be allowed to purchase land designated as recreational,  golf courses 

and parks should not be destroyed for greed. 

Different kinds of sports for adults and kids 

don't know/ not knowledgeable enough about subject area 

Every community has some recreation area that can be utilized for free or with community 

interest, can be repurposed 

Excellent programming. 

excellent tax-dollar-funded recreation facilities with low cost fees 

Excited about the four new recreation facilities open in the next year or two. These will help 

underserviced areas so much! 

Facilities are readily available for many citizens. 
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Fee assistance 

feghjk 

Flames suck. Go Oil Go 

Full value for tax dollars invested. 

Good city for sports. 

good facilities from city pools to parks 

Good foundation.  Lots of playgrounds, parks.  Need more areas for outdoor activities in winter.  

Support community associations with this. 

Good, affordable facilities, activities and programs 

Government assistance on use of fascilities 

Great participation in sports and rec at all skill levels and ages! 

Great sports clubs 

Great sports teams notwithstanding terrible facilities 

Growth in the variety of types of sports. Growth in facilities. 

Habits get formed better with youth than adults, subsidized access, program design for 

sampling and early initiation always good 

Have lots of recovery centres but need to build more and increase number of classes offered 

High participation key to reduce drug and alcohol dependency. Make it easy and cheap to 

participate. 

How much we have and the variety we have for any age/gender. 

I don't know 

I feel Calgarians are aware , however need to be more committed personally to make use of 

facilities that are offered 

I like these new FREE frolf courses. 

I think there as many opportunities in Calgary to be involved as you want to make.  The biggest 

challenge is finding the space.  Whether it is hockey, soccer, tennis or baseball there doesn't 

seem to be enough space so you are left playing in the middle of the night or not at all. 

I think we have great rec facilities and choices but we live out in the 'burbs and are really 

looking forward to the Seton rec centre getting built at long last! 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 207 

I volunteer for a local dragon boat club and am grateful for a Calgary Foundation grant for our 

youth program a number of years ago. 

If you can afford it, you can be healthy. 

I'm so glad we have sity golf course that offer an OK product at an affordable price. 

improvements in outdoor sportsfields with addition of calgary soccer centre and other artificial 

turf fields.  community soccer programs are thriving in parts of the inner city.  need fields 

close to downtown, close to public transit. 

incredible private and philanthropic support for sport and recreation -- Talisman center is a gem 

invest in more community parks open to all 

Invest in more multi-sport Field Houses that have affordable pricing and rentals.  Maximize 

their utility. 

It is up to the individual to become involved in sports and recreation.  Calgary provides more 

than ample and wide-spread opportunities for citizens to take part. 

Large  kids/youth sports leagues: soccer, hockey, football, all well utilized. 

Leagues still exist for adult athletes after they're older than school or college age 

Leisure Centres 

Lots of active opportunities. But don't forget the youth strategic thinkers. Sports such as curling, 

bowling, etc that aren't high intensity are starting to decrease in registering numbers due to 

children not able to try them or be aware of them. 

Lots of choice in all quadrants 

Lots of choice in programs and parks. 

Lots of diversity - indoor & outdoor activities, team/individual sports.  Lots of walking/cycling 

paths that are in mostly good condition.  Let's stop creating barriers to these things, such as 

destroying mountain biking trails on Nose Hill or restricting river access in parks.  Yes, both 

of these have happened. 

lots of facilities and organized sports and activities, but again, many out of reach for those in 

poverty. Repurposed outdoor spaces would allow for more free options 

lots of facilities available 

Lots of multi-use sports facilities 
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Lots of opportunities 

lots of opportunities for those who can afford them 

lots of opportunities if you have money 

Lots of opportunities in the areas of sports and recreation. 

Lots of options both indoor and outdoor to be active. Designing with all-year round and multi-

use would be great. 

Lots of options in Calgary for all sorts of sports and recreation. Indoor and outdoor options and 

year-round facilities. 

Lots of options that should continue - insure both group and solo options both inside and out. 

Lots of recreation available 

Lots of sport facilities. 

Lots of sports offered. 

lots of variety 

Lots of variety not too far from wherever one lives. 

Lots of ways to be active outdoors and indoors. 

lots on offer for all ages 

Lots to choose form in Calgary. 

Lower income people have to be able to afford the swimming pools and skating rinks. 

Many Calgarians love recreational activities and make their own opportunities. 

Many different facilities 

Many great local facilities. 

many opportunities exist 

Many recreational facilities such as the YMCA's, Talisman Centre, etc. in all quadrants of the 

city. 

Many sports facilities 

More and more affordable options 

More facilities being built… great…. now support different groups to get involved… i.e. lawn 

bowling, lacrosse, ultimate frisbee, badminton, etc. 

More recreational areas in all communities i.e parks 
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Much improved facilities. 

Multi-use of public facilities. 

NA 

New communities have top of the line facilities.  Older communities desperately need attention 

New developments have incorporated sports facilities in the same place as junior and high 

schools and libraries. We have so many facilities to which we actively discourage use - you 

need to pay to use an open baseball field, etc.. 

New rec centers being built! 

new rec centres are a great start! 

nice City of Calgary rec program but not enough!! 

Nice to see new facilities coming on line. 

no comment 

no comment 

No comment 

No comments. 

NO more spending for NEXT projects! 

Not enough options to exercise in the winter. 

Not much.  Soccer has more children in soccer than any other sport yet we are the only 

jurisdiction without an unboarded soccer facility.  Calgary kids are disadvantaged nationally 

and internationally as they progress through the game, as current indoor soccer facilities in 

Calgary are boarded - the only place in the world where that is so. 

Not sure 

Nothing - we need more facilities in greater proximity to population enclaves 

Nothing.  Stop funding professional sports teams under the guise of providing recreational 

facilities to the public.  If the cost to use these recreational facilities and activities were 

more affordable, more people would use them. 

nothing.  Too many 'fancy' rec centres,quit spending money on these buildings that only the 

wealthy can afford.  Can't afford to go to one, so go to the local pool. Enough already! 

Numerous sport leagues for all ages, gender and abilities. 
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Our city has some great programs to make sport inclusive for all in the city, like KidSport and 

the City of Calgary Fee Assistance program.  With sport continuing to rise in cost we need to 

continue to invest in programs like this as well as facilities and infrastructure so access is not 

an issue. 

Our city's pathways, trails, and bike parks are an incredible recreation resource. 

Our Facilities 

Outdoor cycle paths are a tribute to the city 

Pathways 

Pathways and trails! 

Plenty of recreational facilities and opportunities available. Ease of access to these is a must. 

The more people can use these the more they will and the more widely available they are 

will help to ensure everyone has a fair chance to do so. Upcoming projects like the new 

prairie winds park that has several physical activity centers is a great idea and if we were to 

put more of this everywhere including playgrounds and school parks we would see 

increased use of such things. 

Professional sports teams... high ticket prices, then double that when they dip in to get tax 

money or tax breaks for building new infrastructure so they can get more people into the 

same event to make even more money.  what?!?! 

Provide more opportunity for youth to participate in sports and they should be accessable to 

any kinds of sports. 

Proximity to the mountains 

Rather than 1 large stadium for a few teams of adults to play. I've appreciated that lots of effort 

has been made to improve youth access to sport. Turf at Sholdice. 

Rec centres 

recreation programming is extensive 

Reduce car centric, streets safe for all users. Reduce speed. All recreational facilities and 

schools should be easily accessed by foot, bike and transit. Should be able to bike safely to 

all soccer centres. 
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Saddledome, McMahon Stadium, several Rec Centres, new Indoor Tennis Centre, Indoor Soccer 

centres, Lacross Indoor Centre, COP. 

Should not be a city of hockey ... and the rest. 

Skate park developments and free passes for kids, affordable classes for all ages through 

Calgary Rec. 

So many options! 

So many options! 

Some wonderful facilities, but they are not always affordable. 

Sport Calgary's All In One Sport Day 

Sport Calgary's work is a huge asset to the City. 

sports activities 

Sports and rec gets a lot of attention with  tons of facilities 

Sports and recreational facilites are abundant. Parks, arenas, bike paths are readily available. 

Sports are for everyone (not just kids) 

Sports are nothing but a distraction for an under educated mind 

Sports facilities seem to be widely available for me, but in regards to entertainment I don't feel 

the same. And this connects again with the almost non-existent cultural scene. 

sports fields 

Such a diversity of available programs to support so many levels of interest/ability (i.e. 

University of Calgary summer camps) 

support our athletes - promote events - promote opportunities - if there is a competition get it 

on the net .. 

Swimming! 

Talisman centre 

Talisman Centre as an affordable city-wide accessible recreation facility 

Thanks for the Olympic legacy! 

Thanks to community associationsthere is a large offering of sports activities for all age 

groups...but the costs are still prohibitive. 
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That so many of us love sports & rec so much!  I know people who play hockey at god-awful 

hours - so much dedication shouldn't be essential, but I'm glad we have it! 

that we have enough arenas stadiums we need more parks 

The bike paths 

the Genesis Centre 

The limited number of recreation facilities we do have are very good. 

The many amazing facitlities across the City 

The multitude of options available. 

The new recreation centre being build in northwest Calgary will help to alleviate the lack of 

infrastructure in that part of the city. At present, many sport and recreation programs are 

filled up within minutes of open registration. 

The over preponderance of team sport facilities. 

The parks are almost to the point of being "over-loved", the pathways are so busy it's hard to 

enjoy a nice walk. 

the quality and quantity of rec facilities 

The range of recreation opportunities available. 

The sports facilities in the city are good , but are pricy and not all families can afford them 

The use of dry ponds for sports such as the cricket field in one near me in the northeast. 

the value and impact it has on our community connectedness 

the value of our community parks and why as the city density increases the green spaces 

deserve a higher priority of maintenance 

The vast array of opportunities to try out so many different activities 

The Volleydome! 

The volunteers and coaches who make it all happen. 

The work done in this area through community association volunteers. 

There are a lot of programs - but they're typically expensive. 

There are lots of available sporting and recreation programs available! 

There are lots of opportunities that do not have to be paid for. 

There are lots of options, but it should be more affordable 
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There are many choices for everything, including indoor and outdoor activities. If someone 

really loves an activity, chances are there is a way to pursue that love somehow. 

There are many facilities and more being built all the time 

There are many opportunities for Calgarians to be active. 

There are many opportunities. Need to reduce the costs 

There are many parks available for outside skating, playing soccer, playing softball.  Reduce 

costs for the organized sports so more can participate. 

There are some great teams to watch or be part of in Calgary, for all ages. 

There are some very nice parks in Calgary, and the bike infrastructure is quite good 

There are tons of activities to do every season and all price ranges, from free to expensive 

There have been efforts to provide adequate spaces for such sports as hockey and soccer. 

There is a broad range of excellent recreational facilities. 

There is an incredible variety and number of options available to all Calgarians. 

There is lots of opportunities but I don't see school playing fields being utilized properly. 

There is so much on offer here and a lot of it is free - excellent city for recreation - just wish it 

was more walkable. 

There is still a cost for recreation.  Make available more opportunities for families to partake in 

activities 

There seems to be a lot of parks and recreational programs, however not all of them are 

affordable to severely low income people. 

There'd be something to celebrate if Calgary would get a soccer team, like the Vancouver 

Whitecaps. 

Tons of programs for children and adults- seniors?  not so much 

Too many folks can not afford to participate. 

Trails 

Variety of facilities in calgary 

Watch the Canadian Tire ads.  If the national average is 1/3 cannot afford, then here it is likely 

to be more like 2/3 can not afford.  Wake the hell up.  $20/hour = $40,000/year = about 

$30,000 take-home.  After housing (at least $1500/month) = $12,000, after food, = $4,000-
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6,000.  Transportation (2 adult, 2 youth passes $3,936) leaves between $64 and $2064 for 

phone/internet/cable/laundry/clothing/repairs/furniture/schools fees - another f'n joke - 

/etc. 

way too expensive 

We are in very good shape 

We do have some affordable sports for Kids, but there should be more. 

we do too much already 

We have a community that values sports and fitness. We just need programming to make it 

accessible for all. 

We have a few infrastructures, but we need more. 

We have a large number of good sporting  facilities in our City. 

We have a lot of high-quality recreation centres.  We don't need any more.  It's getting 

expensive for the city to maintain them all - and for citizens to pay for them.  LET THE 

PRIVATE SECTOR OWN, MAINTAIN, AND OPERATE THEM. 

We have a lot of sports and recreation here, question, affordability. 

We have a plethora of facilities, coaches, and willing participants from which to create different 

leagues from friendly to competitive. 

We have access to many wonderful exercise options - cycling/walking in parks; pathway 

systems; cross-country skiing on local golf courses, etc. 

We have an abundance...much money spent on spectator sports...I would like more access for 

those in poverty. 

we have enough facilities 

we have great facilities! 

We have great sports and recreation facilities in Calgary but we must do a better job of creating 

access to these facilities for all Calgarians, especially our youth. And if we are smart about it, 

we can use the facilities we have in off peak hours for access by seniors and the disabled. 

We have lots of excellent facilities but they need to be affordable. 

we have many great city and private facilities. 

We have many sports and recreational centers 
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we have spaces and infrastructure, use them! 

We have the mountains, just no good way to get there. 

We have tons of great facilities. 

We need better facilities. 

We put a huge emphasis on sports and recreation and have invested a great deal in good 

facilities.  But everyone should have access to these facilities and they are currently 

unaffordable to most. 

We should invest in a city-wide place like CalgaryNEXT. 

Wealth of natural outdoor areas, many areas facilities, culture of participation. 

We've got great support for sports in this city, especially the team sports.  We do need to make 

sure there are programs, equipment and transport available to all.  Parks and Rec has a 

great fee-assistance plan for low-income citizens. 

Whether its hockey, football, bocci, or even cricket, you can do it in Calgary. There are many 

curling leagues, softball leagues, pool leagues, and dart leagues in the city. 

Why is the city even involved in this? 

Year round access to organized sport 

Youth 
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Environment 
 

Conservation 

Which of the following do you believe is the top priority for improving Calgary when 

it comes to conservation? OPTIONS: Decrease greenhouse gas emissions, decrease 

ecological footprint, decrease water use, increase preservation of urban parks and natural 

spaces and decrease negative interactions with urban wildlife. 

 

Again all of the above 

all have equal importance 

all of above 

all of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

all of the above 

All of the above 

all of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above are top priorities. 

All of the above PLUS increase affordable access for residents to upgrade and use renewable 

resources. 

All of the above points are important and need to be supported. 

All of the above! Calgary is absolutely behind the times when it comes to environmental 

stewardship. Quebec had recycling pick up before you did. Alberta produces 80% of 

Canada's pollution., it's embarrassing ! 

All the above 

Allow culling where there is overpopulation. 
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Anything environmental would help 

Balance developed and undeveloped spaces in communities 

Better waste segregation 

Calgary is NOT a natural environment.  It is entirely man made.  2,000,000 non-native trees 

planted and untold hectares of non-native grasses.  The ONE thing consistent about Calgary 

is that it absolutely is not natural or in any way conserves the natural environment. 

Cease urban sprawl 

change bylaws so our trees can grow larger producing more o2 

City planning that takes conservation into account. 

Clean up City properties- many are deplorable! 

Climate change 

composting 

Conservation is a boring term. People need to be ENTHUSIASTIC and POSITIVE about 

environmental action. 

Co-ordinate policies and take a more in-depth view, for instance, why spend so much money on 

all of these boxes that clutter up our alleys and are of no benefit to many people. Stop 

destroying our urban forest to put in bike paths through an already natural area 

Create more awareness of natural spaces. 

Decrease car dependency 

Decrease urban sprawl 

Education and Financial Reward for participation in Recycling 

Encourage education about the birds, butterflys, bees, trees, etc. 

encourage urban wildlife, natural areas and innovation like goats for weeding.  Stop building on 

the flood plain - make room for the rivers 

Equally, decrease greenhouse gas emissions, decrease ecological footprint AND decrease 

negative interactions with urban wildlife 

Flood Mitigation 

gas tax! 

Get rid of environmentalists! 
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Getting rid of the weeds in the parks would be nice. Ever since the Weed and Feed was made 

unavailable, the amount of weeds and broadleaf is rapidly replacing grass. Pretty soon there 

will be NO grass except that is, in areas where the city okay so the use of herbicides. 

Have incentives for conservation rather than only punishments for  non conservation 

Help oil companies do their job 

How is there no option related to the oil sands? 

I dont know enough to comment 

I think we're doing a pretty decent job already. I think building more affordable multifamily 

housing vs expanding our residential neighbourboods is a better plan. But, consider this... 

Most of that land was beef farmland before. It was already developed. 

I wanted to choose two options. Increase preservation of natural spaces and decrease negative 

interactions with urban wildlife. 

I wish that the City imposed watering restrictions on its own and on private gardens and lawns. 

In the wealth of many of our citizens, the use of our resources to heat oversized homes is 

wasteful.  Identification and encouragement of being cognizant that each builders become 

more responsible for implementing new methods when building. 

Increase awareness and participation in conservation. 

increase compost and recycling programs 

increase composting initiatives 

Increase opportunities for recycling 

increase public awareness of native biodiversity 

Increase urban solar and wind electricity generation and urban albedo-amending gardening. 

Awareness of what goes in a recycling bin and what doesn't. 

individuals should be further encouraged to decrease their personal eco foot print 

Kill the damn dandelions. 

limit urban sprawl 

More maintenance of the urban forest. 

More policing of off-leash areas to ensure dog owners pick up their dog's feces. 

More solar & wind power being implemented. 
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Most of the above 

Nothing more is required.  The city is very strict as it is 

overall ecosystem balance 

Projects like the South West Ring Road should be scrapped. 

Protect wetlands and other environmentally sensitive areas from development. 

Provide incentives for solar power grid adoption to defray some of our reliance on existing grid.  

We celebrate that Calgary is alleged to have 300+ days of sunlight every year, so let's 

harness it for good measure.  With a diversified energy grid, we can continue to grow while 

also placing less burden on the environment. 

Put a cap on City growth if you want to limit its ecological foot print. 

Reduce destruction of public natural areas by private pets.  Keep dogs out of parks. 

reduce number of cars on road, particularly large trucks and cars 

Reduce outdoor lighting, to save energy and give us back our dark skies 

Reduce sprawl and dependance on cars. 

reduce the cost of these programs.  They are all prohibitively expense and governments are 

inefficient at them. 

reduce traffic congestion (keep vehicles moving) to reduce vehicle emissions while stuck in 

traffic. 

Reduce waste 

Stop building on flood plains 

Stop forcing people to compost, recycle.  The city is regulating and interfering in too many areas 

of our lives. 

Stop ramming your ideology down our throats. 

Stop the Carbon Tax  and the shutting down of coal fired plants.  Calgary is one of the cleanest 

cities on the planet. 

Stop the sprawl, increase density 

Stop treating condo and apt dwellers as second class citizens on recycling. They need to be part 

of the mainstream recycling effort of the City 

Stop urban sprawl 
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Support home owners for making "green" choices when it comes to building, retro-fitting, 

upgrading, renovating, etc. 

support policy with CBE towards conservation. This includes making Calgary Zoo's 'Zoo School' a 

larger option for more students. Increasing conservation presence at Heritage Park as well. 

Teach people their place in and responsibility to the environment and to change behaviour in 

support of it. Climate change has been going on for 4.5 billion years so we should fall victim 

to all the scams going on. 

There is no such thing as climate change.  The science is NOT settled 

This is all BS. 

Vase environmental decisions on balance facts not just one sided and be conscious of the cost 

that comes with it n 

We need to do what is possible in all of these areas but do so in a realistic way.  Polarizing 

conversations are not helpful. 

why do governmental bodies use non-native species and water them copiously? 

 

What should we celebrate about Calgary when it comes to conservation? 

 

- that we have land, forest, wildlife to conserve! 

? I'm not sure, but I am glad this issue is on the list! 

A fair number of green spaces. 

A leader amongst cities of Canada. Again something the city should feel proud of. 

A lot of green spaces in the city limits 

A wonderful urban environment and a community who understands the importance of 

sustainability. 

Access to several urban parks such as Fish Creek Provincial Park, Nose Hill, and Weasel Head. 

Accessibility of Nose Hill Park and Fish Creek Park 

According to the website,12% of Calgary is open space and green - that's great breathing room 

in a city of 1.2 million. 
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Again, all of the above are important - I am still shocked that harmful pesticides and herbicides 

like Roundup are allowed within the city and that urban chickens are not allowed 

Again, delusional. The increase of wildfires is just another indication of deteriorating 

atmosphere. Still relying too much on oil revenue. Imagine a solar-powered Calgary. 

again, nothing, the urban sprawl as to stop 

All of our green spaces and animal sanctuaries like griffiths woods 

All of the above are important, but I have been impressed with the work done by the Parks 

department.  I also think we are becoming more aware of our high water usage and value 

our clean water system. Overall, our biggest failure has been urban sprawl.  As we encroach 

on more and more farm and wildlands, we become less ecologically responsible and take 

over the land needed by wildlife. 

all the things we do--- recycling, etc. 

Ambitious recycling program. Excellent parks. Initiatives to reduce use of energy. 

Any free space is taken and developed.  No paths or parks ate being left 

areas around the city have done a great job of conservation and the city can catch up!!! 

As a city employee I get to see first hand Calgary's efforts at all levels to be "green"  Whether 

from building design or recycling education and access.  I love this city and our efforts. 

As a society we could become much more aware of water utilization and waste 

As city is growing, so we should focus on preservation of natural resources and protection of 

environment. 

As noted earlier there are some signs that Calgarians are coming to grips with the urgency of 

climate change.  Fortunately, the NDs are taking it serious with the Carbon tax 

attempts to decrease eco. footprint 

Awesome parks of all different types all over the city 

Beautiful clean rivers and parks 

Beautiful landscapes 

Beautiful parks and trails and a recognition of the importance of green spaces 

Beautiful walking and bike paths around the city 
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because we are so spoiled here with so much space and natural resources, we tend to forget 

that these are limited resources.  I think the City's new green cart program is a great! 

Bike and walking opportunities. 

Bike lanes seem to be a success. 

Bike paths and parks. Transit, bike and pedestrian strategies. CTrain. 

biodiversity strategic plan approved by council and advisory committee in place.  existing parks 

system is amazing. 

Blue bin program! Yah! 

Blue box, black box program. Ralph Klein Park...Bonneybrook water treatment plant. Fish Creek 

Park, Nosehill Park. Bowmont and all our river valleys. 

Calgarians are aware of this, and are trying to make this happen.  Going back to the poor.  We 

employ high tech solutions to conservation such as the blue bin, and composting systems.  

We should be creating mechanisms for the poor to make money while conserving our 

environment.  Bottle pickers are providing an essential conservation service in Calgary.  This 

to be encouraged and expanded, by having them clean our environment for us.  We could 

also be looking at ways to have them do other services that would benefit us as a whole 

Calgary appears to have sufficient green spaces and natural environment.  If city officials are 

worried about greenhouse gas, ecological footprint, etc., they should lead by example (e.g. 

no parking spaces at City Hall except for the Mayor). 

Calgary continues to have one of the cleanest air and watersheds in the world. 

Calgary continues to preserve green spaces 

Calgary does a good job for the most part but when the wild life starts entering the city (we are 

in their backyard), we are too quick to kill them.   Other than that, Calgary is a beautiful city. 

Calgary does an okay job in being environmentally friendly but could be more proactive in its 

efforts. 

Calgary has a high percentage of green spaces and a very efficient water and waste-treatment 

system. 

Calgary has a key awareness of its environment, and has been attentive to it as a vital priority. 
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Calgary has a large number of parks and green space. You can never have too many these are 

great for taking kids and pets out for activity or just to escape everyday city life which can 

be overwhelming to some. And the more green space, even things like lining streets with 

trees and having more grass in public plazas will help nature thrive and create a beautiful 

city. 

Calgary has a lot of green space, parks and urban plazas. These are great places to escape, 

reflect, walk your dog, let the kids run or just take a breather as city life can be exhausting. 

The more we work on conserving and maintaining these areas the more we will see a higher 

level of happiness and a stronger belief that we live in a beautiful city. 

Calgary has a strong and growing understanding of the need to preserve and protect nature. 

Any time we can add more trees, more parks, and more ways to get people outside we'll 

keep moving in the right direction. 

Calgary has a strong movement towards conservation, unfortunately sometime it is misguided 

do to lack of understanding. 

Calgary has a vast array of parks, foot and bike paths, and other features that enable people to 

get outside and enjoy their environment. 

Calgary has amazing parks and walkway system for all of us to enjoy. 

Calgary has AMAZING parks, river valley cycle/walking paths. Fish Creek Park, Nosehill Park the 

Cross conservation area connect us to our natural environment 

Calgary has built a state of the art composting facility! 

Calgary has enough Park space. 

Calgary has great park spaces and natural settings. 

Calgary has great parks and good water. 

Calgary has lots of green spaces that are enjoyed by all! However, this current trend towards 

allowing developers to up zone green spaces (private or not) to build on is short-sighted. 

Lack of green spaces in communities has been shown to affect mental health & wellness, 

which leads to decreased happiness and productivity by its residents :( 

Calgary has many green spaces and dog off-leash parks 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 224 

Calgary has preserved Nose Hill and other natural spaces and sanctuaries, and continues to 

focus on rehabilitation of natural spaces 

Calgary has some amazing parks including Canada's largest urban park Nose Hill. It took a lot of 

good work by The City of Calgary to ensure we have these parks and also regional pathways. 

Calgary has some great parks. 

Calgary has some truly awesome parks and natural areas. 

Calgary has some wonderful natural spaces However people are ignorant of their impact on 

wildlife.  Busses and trains and other signage cld be used as warnings and information.  

There shld be high fines for throwing garbage in the street or out of cars.  Cigarette buts 

especially.   If we can curb the behaviour in cities it will translate to protecting the wild.  

River banks are covered in garbage as are parks etc. 

Calgary has soooo much room for improvement here.  We have much to learn from Europe 

(Germany in particular) and even BC.  we need to stop the urban sprawl.  I know there are 

some initiatives to increase density in the core but we need to increase park and natural 

spaces and not allow for natural spaces to be overtaken by builders.  It is a huge shame.  it is 

good to see that recycling is more available and prevalent but composting and gardening 

co-ops should also increase. 

Calgary has the most amazing, well used green spaces. It is something that visitors to the city 

always comment on. 

Calgary has unique and well used parks. 

Calgary has very clean streets and Canadian takes care about their environment 

Calgary has wonderful parks and green spaces. 

Calgary is a beautiful city and we should celebrate our endless parks and natural spaces. 

Calgary is a city that, to the best of its practical ability, lives within its ecological means. 

Calgary is a great place with lots of natural green spaces 

Calgary is a pretty beautiful city!!! :) 

Calgary is committed to recycling and composting thereby reducing landfill usage. 
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Calgary is progressive about protecting its environment and preserving its green spaces. Where 

else can you co-exist with wildlife all around you and experience the magnificience of the 

outdoors with hikes just minutes away? 

Calgary is putting densification and developers ahead of protecting greenspace. Examples are 

Harvest Hills Golf Course, Hamptons Golf Course, Highland Park Golf Course, Shawnee 

Slopes, Stoney Industrial which will be built on the original Calgary-Edmonton wagon trail. 

Calgary is very progressive in regards to environmental issues 

Calgary is, and should be, proud of our green spaces and path systems 

Calgary Parks Foundation 

Calgary should be leading the way to reduce the cities ecological footprint. 

Calgary's cycling plan 

Calgary's excellent parks and natural areas such as Griffith Woods are excellent examples. 

Calgary's natural environment parks are a wonderful asset to the city 

Calgary's park and pathways systems let all Calgarians have access to our beautiful cities many 

landscapes. 

Calgary's parks are a great place to both enjoy nature and help reduce the city's carbon 

footprint.  More trees and roof tops gardens would improve the air quality around the city 

too. 

Calgary's parks, although the city's maintenance of these is abysmal ( see Murdoch park, the old 

general hospital site, a million dollar park with millions of weeds) 

Can't wait for my green bin. 

Celebrate accomplishments of people who have concern and are working for conservation. 

Celebrate this City's already existing green spaces and that attention that is given to 

maintaining both natural and landscaped spaces and that they are there for all to enjoy. 

City does a great job of remediation and planting and looking after green spaces 

City government is trying to be ecologically responsible. 

City of Calgary does a great job 

City of Calgary is trying to have Calgarians use less water but their education system truly is 

pathetic. I cant comment on the local workplaces or the City themselves. 
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City parks 

Clean up the parks and green spaces. Weeds and dandelions look like crap. 

Cleaner parks and neighbourhoods.  Many more dog owners are being responsible and cleaning 

up after their pets.  That is great - keep it up! 

Concern re urban sprawl 

Continue education of the public 

Continue to plant trees throughout the city and particularly all along Deerfoot Trail - important 

to decrease gas emissions and to solidify the land especially for areas along Deerfoot Trail 

that has the river flowing alongside it. 

C-Train and hub building around C-Train stations. 

Curbside composting will be great when it is online (soon??). I love the parks and bike path 

network and the opportunities they provide for interaction with nature right in the city. 

Let's increase density to maximize use of pathways as transportation for work and school 

too! 

Dandelions, weeds, and broadleaf NOT, so nothing to celebrate here. 

debates and workshops 

Decrease urban sprawl and over-reliance on cars. Instead of expanding over new areas or 

developing inner city parkland, we should use the existing footprint of the city much more 

effectively. 

Despite the over abundance of tin foil hat wearing whackos who think climate change is a UN 

led lizard plot to implement socialism, we actually do okay. 

Effort toward repairing/replacing trees after Snowtember 2014. 

Everything, more parks more nature trails, more outdoor facilities for free  for everyone 

fiksh creek 

fish creek park 

Fish Creek Park 

Fish Creek Park is great. 

Fish Creek Park is world class. 

FISH CREEK PARK! 
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Fish Creek park, Nose Hill park, many other green places for people to enjoy. 

Fish creek park. At least we are trying to save the environment in some way for the future 

Fish Creek Park. The MRF recycling centre. 

Future LRT 

Good Parks and Open Space system 

Good programs for water conservation.  Need to improve waste diversion and reduction.  It's 

been getting better with the introduction of the blue bin, but the amount of garbage that I 

see outside some households is excessive.  Also, I think fast food outfits need to be coerced 

into diverting waste.  I was recently in a Wendy's, and almost every bit of waste on my tray 

was recyclable and there was not a recycling bin in sight. 

Good recycling programs and availability.   Good education in this area. 

Graduating from a utilitarian, business-driven city, to become a business hub with a green 

heart. 

Great green spaces and rivers 

Great greenspace 

Great parks and natural areas 

great parks and natural spaces 

Great parks and recreational facilities 

Great parks and river valley 

Great parks and trail systems 

Great pathways, parks like Nose Hill and fish Creek. Excellent recreation opportunities in nature 

within the city. Awesome. 

Great that we have so many conservation properties around us and that we are supportive of 

that 

Green bin should be same as blue and black bins 

Green bins are coming... finally. 

green box, we should allow people to leave bags with yard refuse, to be picked up even for 

places with no green box. 

green boxes 
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green boxes coming ! 

Green focused, good recycling system, etc. 

green spaces 

Green spaces and pathways along the rivers. 

Habitat! 

Hard to say when the city is a prime example of urban sprawl.  I think we do our part on some 

things but on others we are very wasteful and greedy. 

Have fines for those who water during the hottest hours of the day. 

higher number of buildings that are trying to be more 'green' 

How large provincial parks are such as fishcreek. 

I am really looking forward to the green cart service. BUT: I believe that we should be able to 

compost or recycle absolutely everything that is made available for purchase. 

I believe we truly waste water in Calgary, should have stricter rules on water usage in our 

homes. 

i don't know 

I like the blue box program - and I have taken advantage over a long period of the process of 

composting - initially at the urging of a city program. 

I love all our green areas and parks. 

I love Calgary for the fact that's it is a green city and it has a lot of parks. I would create more 

ponds and lakes around, since it quite dry. 

I love our recycle bins and am thrilled to hear compost bins are coming! 

I love the parks 

I think Nenshi has done a good job in advocating for the pricing of carbon, but we still need to 

further educate Calgarians that climate change is a real thing... 

I think we do many things well in this area but of course we must continue to educate and 

inform Calgarians about the environment and reducing our footprint 

I would have loved to have checked all of the above!!  Hopefully there is a bit of improvement 

in awareness of the impact our actions are having.  Maybe more creative ways of getting 

the communities involved? 
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I would love to see more gardens using native plants and grass. There is too much emphasis on 

a 'green lawn' 

I'm sorry, I am unable to celebrate as I witness the total degradation of the Paskapoo slopes. 

Increase community gardens; decrease developments like Trinity Hills (Paskapoo Slopes) 

Increase participation rate to 90% for recycling. Provide recycling to businesses and multi family 

and make them pay for it. Otherwise they find the lowest cost provider and provide the 

minimum. 

Increasing housing density, new forest and reforestation 

Incredibly shortsighted development of East slopes and development by Riley Park. Should have 

build 10k of XC and recreational trails first.  Should measure and report park space per 

resident in every Ward and community, distance to significant parks in every ward and 

community. 

Insist that Calgary grows "up" more and stop the urban sprawl by developers.  Ensure that taxes 

pay for "core" inner city footprint and allow developers to pay to develop new suburbs on 

outskirts of city. 

Is getting better, however we have a disproportionately high number of large trucks. People 

should use public transit more or drive more fuel efficient cars. 

Is this city trying to single-handedly kill the environment?!Let's decrease the number of HUGE 

cars/trucks/SUVs, start wide-spread recycling (seriously, how is this not done everywhere), 

have garbage and recycling containers in public places, put restrictions on watering lawns 

(such a waste), etc. 

It's a travesty what's going on at the Shawnessy and Coventry Hills golf courses and especially at 

the former Highland Park golf course.  Some neighbouring areas get parks and recreation 

facilities like baseball fields with a daylighted creek while others get bland condos or more 

sprawl.  Highland is putting Confederation Creek in a 2.6x3.0m culvert under a road.  Sadly 

because of people like those in Brentwood against 4-storey infill, developers get pushed 

into urban greenfield or the far edges of the city.  The city needs to fix it's zoning.  Also 

instead of re-selling the Elbow River flood houses why not turn them into parks mitigating 

future flood impacts and also boosting those homeowners who remained property values?  
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More protection along the Bow River west and south of the city to extend the linear park of 

pathways too.  And Nose Creek and it's tributaries.  This isn't happening.  Change the local 

building code bylaws to encourage energy efficiency and decrease water use.  A local 5 cent 

per litre gas tax to fund active transportation modes and transit. 

its good now 

It's good to see recycling opportunities, especially now in multi-family residential. 

It's parks 

Kudos on parks maintenance 

Largest green spaces I have seen country wide 

less urban sprawl is needed 

Letting developers take whatever land they want is no way to conserve anything 

Lobby federal government to adjust NAFTA and not trade Canadian water sources 

Lots of good open green spaces! 

Lots of great parks here. 

Lots of green (could be more :) 

Lots of green space 

Lots of green spaces 

Lots of green spaces  even between the roads 

Lots of green spaces within city. 

Lots of parks 

lots of parks 

Lots of parks and green spaces 

lots of parks and green spaces 

Lots of parks. 

lots of places where we conserve nature and other things 

Lots of trees 

Lots of urban parks 

Lots of wonderful green space 

Love all the parks in Calgary. Great places to explore and get out into nature. 
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Love the river valley and number of natural parks such as Fish Creek. Calgary would be a great 

city if we discourage the use of Kentucky Blue Grass. There are many drought-resistant 

options instead. 

Maintaining the park spaces we have 

Mandated recycling programs! Yes!!! 

Mandatory recycling program for commercial buildings. 

Many available opportunities for Urban Nature experiences with excellent parks available in all 

corners of the city as well as the core and green energy powering our ctrain. 

Many beautiful areas of natural spaces 

Many projects by developers are ruining the green spaces in this city and trees are being 

destroyed. 

Many wonderful parks with great beauty in every season. 

Maybe more pocket parks? 

More recycling!!! 

Most of us are aware of environmental issues 

Moving to mandatory composting! Yay! 

NA 

National Parks. 

Natural environment are generally celebrated (the exception is the MEC mall approval by 

Canada Olympic Park/Winsport).  It's nice to see some natural spaces within the city. 

NAtural parks in the city. 

Need multi use of parks year round 

New areas include urban parks. 

nice parks around the city, great place to live in!! 

No comment. 

No Comments 

No comments. 

Nose Hill 

nose hill 
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Nose hill and fish creek 

Not a lot.  From our over-reliance on the personal automobile to planting grass that has to be 

watered five or more months during the year instead of mandating prairie landscaping to 

failing to teach people how to wash hands properly without wasting water down the drain.  

This is where Calgary is failing. 

Not much! 

NOT Paskapoo slopes- that was a VERY poor choice to allow that beautiful area to be destroyed 

in the name of commerce... 

Not sure 

not sure 

Not sure but more parks and natural spaces are important and the City has shown it supports 

that. 

Not sure, we really don't do well yet 

not sure? 

Not what we should celebrate, but we have awareness issues. We probably have the best water 

supply in the country. Let's not waste and take it for granted! 

Nothing 

Nothing 

Nothing 

nothing 

Nothing comes to mind. 

Nothing to celebrate. It seems that every time an officer is called for wildlife they kill the poor 

thing. They need more education and empathy towards the animal and to save it NOT kill it. 

Nothing, most of the changes will impact only low income Calgarians who rent. 

Nothing, we still let big business ex.oil run rampant over our green spaces 

Nothing, you based the entire economy on oil and gas and producing greenhouse emissions! 

Nothing.  Stop spending tax dollars on pet projects.  How arrogant must we be to think we 

know the answers to an ecosystem that has been around for millions of years and we can't 

even predict the weather for tomorrow. 
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Ongoing improvements 

Only city in the world of over a million people with a world class trout stream running through 

it. Overall that means we're doing a much better job than almost any city of comparable 

size in the world. 

Opportunity.  Nose Hill Park, Fish Creek Park, a few large city parks. 

Organic recycling plans. 

Our access to pathways along both urban rivers and Calgary's many new parks created upon 

waste land sites 

Our beautiful parks and pathway system provide great accessibility to green! 

Our beautiful pathways through nature preserves ... 

Our efficient use of water as a city and many initiatives to improve this - I was recently at a 

presentation about the pilot projects to treat landfill leachate - very cool to see this 

happening here. 

Our green areas are a source of pride in this great city, even though our environmental 

footprint is embarrassing. So many walk/cycle river pathways, use transit and enjoy Nose 

Hill, Fish Creek, St Patrick's Island, Prince's Island, COP, and too many to mention. Pierce 

Estate Park and the Bird Sanctuary are sources of pride for this Calgarian. 

Our green bin program! 

Our green spaces are vast and beautiful.  They are also very well maintained. 

Our many many parks 

Our natural open spaces. 

Our outdoor and farming heritage gives us a much greater appreciation for conservation than 

those from very large urban centres who have never truly experienced the outdoors. 

Our parks and forests! Eliminated use of harmful pesticides, new water treatment. 

Our parks and green spaces.  The cycling paths. 

Our parks and natural spaces. 

Our Parks are awesome. I love having access to many off-leash parks. Glad to see green cart 

program will be in place soon. City is doing great job offering mulch. 

Our parks. 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 234 

Our proximity to wildlife and the wilderness. 

Our recycle program.  Our parks and planting more trees and taking care of them. 

Our recycling program! 

Our urban  forest. 

Our urban density says it all: very low density = poor sue of a resource. Our sity does a good job 

promoting water conservation, recycling etc. We need to be more agressive about 

densifying the city. Eventually the naysayers will see the benfits towards supporting services 

both local (shops and facilities) and city wide (economic base, better transit). 

Our urban forest. 

Our urban parks 

Our wide open spaces.  The planning of green spaces in new communities. 

park system and walking tracks 

parks 

parks and education events 

parks and pathways 

Parks and pathways. 

Parks are for people; as are playgrounds.  No sure either are frequented as expected. 

Parks are great, urban gardens great 

Parks are poorly maintained and any accessible green spaces are usually paved over or built on 

- there is no community land - there is nothing to celebrate. 

parks are vital 

Parks that we have. Stop growing out and start growing up and within. Maintain the green 

space that we have currently. No more community developments at the expense of green 

space. Promote more LEED builds, educate about GHG and water use. 

Parks! 

People who wild their land along the riverbanks 

Permaculture practices that can easily be integrated in daily urban life creating a more 

sustainable and greener footprint. 
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Planning needs to make conservation a  top 3 priority in all decisions. Growth isn't necessarily 

good for everyone/anyone. 

Please you have ripped up most green spaces in Calgary, you keep encroaching on nature and 

the animals that live there, and you wonder why wild animals are always in the city limits- 

it's because you have destroyed their homes and invaded their space. 

preservation of green spaces, recycling programs 

Protection of waterways. 

Really good open space and parks system - but we need to move the focus from "pretty" parks 

to habitat restoration and conservation. 

Recycling 

Recycling 

Recycling depots and household collection are very important. 

Recycling program 

Recycling programs are well used 

Revitalization of our parks - outstanding particularly along the river 

River paths 

River pathway system 

Rivers environment; Fish Creek Park 

Some good initiatives throughout the city (although needs a broader strategy) 

Some great natural areas 

Sorry, not much. We desperately need more greenspace 

Start getting rid of the dandelions. 

Steady and strong as we protect our green spaces in the City 

Still a lot to be done to celebrate in this domain. 

Stop the Parks Dept wasting money on expensive schemes 

That many people are interested in preserving and conserving Calgary's natural assets. 

That there is a slow-growing movement towards more ecological sustainability 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 236 

That we are a city of engineers and scientists and we know that carbon is not a pollutant and 

that the hysteria about it is simply another example of 'extraordinary popular delusions and 

the madness of crowds'. 

That we are finally taking action. 

That we can make a difference 

That we do so on our own initiative.  Not forced by the city and taxed to do so. 

The Airport is one of the city's biggest asset, and it is the biggest polluter. How is this being 

handled by the city? Extra runway, increased noise and waste of gas--long taxi along 

runway. Taxi cabs and idling engines.. And NO convienent CTrain rides from downtown...but 

yet want to build bigger convention venues downtown Calgary ...cart before horse. So 

typical of Calgary.  Yes we have a great Water Treatment. and now the Goats and weeds.. 

The amount of green space that we have in the city. 

The amount of natural parks and paths in Calgary, such as Fish Creek. 

The amount of urban green space. 

The awareness that conservation is important 

The beautiful green spaces in the downtown 

The biggest boondoggle of all times is the wall around the zoo. All those animals will have lots 

their minds by now. The zoo should have their credentials challenged for being behind this 

massive costly mistake. 

The bird sanctuary ,Parks and green spaces. 

The Bow and Fish creek are gems and Ned to be protected. Maintain and expand our parks. 

The Bow River corridor continues to be a green oasis running through our downtown core. 

The City Council passed a biodiversity plan complete with eco-corridors and other solutions for 

migrating populations around the city without fear of interaction with vehicles!   Just want 

to be sure that it is being put into effect.  Also, I would love to see the City of Calgary stay on 

par with other large Canadian cities for city-wide GHG, and decreased eco-footprint. 

The city council shows concern for environmental issues. 
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The City has done an amazing job ensuring citizen access to green spaces small and large.  

Taking a picnic to a park, for example, is possible for most Calgarians whether they walk, 

cycle or drive. 

The city has made great strides in decreasing the water usage of Calgary citizens. 

The city is number one when it comes to cleanliness 

The City makes a concerted effort to build green infrastructure and rein in the expansion of our 

ecological footprint. 

The City of Calgary considers conservation and the environment in every initiative they 

implement or endeavor to revise. 

The city of Calgary does not walk the talk when it comes to any environmental issue.  Just look 

at land-filling and the informal policy of just digging a bigger hole.  The projects celebrated 

are not sustainable and tend to be window dressing, being forgotten or unfunded a couple 

years after started. 

The City of Calgary has been very successful in decreasing water use in Calgary by maintaining 

the infrastructure and mandating water meters.  My understanding is that water 

consumption has been cut by 50%. 

The City Parks Dept are out of control in spending.Meddling and adjusting non stop.How can 

you decrease greenhouse gas  .How do you measure that .What is the base line.Wasting 

money by instigating non proveable results is silly 

The city's greenhouse gases have gone up every year since 2005 when The City made a 

commitment to reduce them by 20% before 2020. 

The conservation is rapidly evolving to acknowledge there is a problem, so this is a first albeit 

late first step. 

The COP/Trinity Hills development is a let down.  It should not have been allowed to proceed. 

The c-train is fantastic!!! Recycling and composting (soon) by the City is great! 

The cycle track and the Greenway are great initiatives that encourage people to get out of their 

cars. 

The efforts of Enmax are excellent. More houses are being built with eco friendly approaches - I 

wish we had more opportunities to retrofit older homes. 
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The extent of our parks, pathways and green spaces are remarked are remarked upon by 

visitors from other cities. 

The goats taking care of the weeds is a novel idea. Bike paths and walkways continue to be 

priorities.   Companies that are wasteful i.e. watering their sidewalks rather than using a 

broom to clean should have to pay. 

The green bins. 

The imagineCALGARY targets are a good start, as long as we stick to 'em. 

The multitude of green spaces that we have.  City planners have been very astute over the 

decades to ensure that these were set aside in perpetuity.  Hopefully this mindset will 

continue as new subdivisions are opened up 

The new green bins should really help. 

The new LRT Green line will encourage more people to use transit. 

the new recycling problems 

The non existence of urban and natural spaces.  What's wrong with Green for goodness 

sake!!!!!! 

The number of enjoyable parks that are well utilized until the dandelions and mosquitoes take 

over. 

The number of new buildings pursuing LEED certification is a great indicator. The active support 

of cycling tracks, reduces our need to rely on cars. A very impressive composting and 

recycling program. 

The number of urban parks what Calgary has is very commendable. 

The numerous parks and natural areas that have been built up over the years, have made this 

City a place where everyone can reach a natural area to walk or bike in just a few minutes.   

The added trees etc have made our air quality better than most Cities. 

The oil companies in Alberta are doing an excellent job of reclaiming land.  They are making the 

oil sands clean and usable.  We should help them more. 

the parks and pathways 

The parks here are fantastic. They are high on my list of reasons I like living here. 

the parks we do have 
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The Paths we have are good but we need to have a better path systemd like in edmonton river 

valley and winnipeg assiniboine park compacted gravel more natural settings. 

the pilot project for Compost bins- keep it going!!! 

The planting of new trees in communities affected by the September snowfall a few years ago. 

the progress we are making with recycling, and the vast variety and quantity of open space I the 

city. 

The re-tree project of the city of Calgary the bike-route downtown Community education 

around community gardens and locally grown food. 

the rotary Mattamy Greenway is incredible 

The use of native plantings for xeriscape purposes. 

The water department is one of the best on the planet.  Clearly focused, dedicated and 

incredibly reliable.  And no, I don't work there, nor have any relatives or close friends 

working there. 

The way we steward the land 

There are a few good things.  Many green areas, a simple recycling program and great 

initiatives to promote the use of bicycles.  However the city it's still has a layout made for 

people using cars. 

There are many green spaces that are valued. 

There are many parks and green spaces in Calgary. Insisting that developers provide green 

space in new areas will keep it that way. The city must ensure that it does all it can to 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions where possible. 

There are many public green spaces throughout the city which are a joy to explore. 

There are numerous parks and natural spaces within the city to provide Calgarians 

opportunities to be involved in many outdoor activities 

There are parks 

There are several natural parks in the city. 

There has been an increased focus on building up instead of out, but we must double our 

efforts to combat urban sprawl. 

There is a real respect for nature. 
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There is no need to address this it is all BS! 

there is not much of pollution 

There is reduced use of pesticides and more natural methods of creation care. 

Think conservation has to start with managing urban density - things like front yards are a most 

often unused space and  wasted water that could be used for community gardens and other 

projects 

This is a city of nature-lovers. 

Too many people drive in Calgary because alternatives are inconvenient. 

Try to control the green house emissions and implement climate change policy. 

urban farming opportunities 

Urban forest contrary to popular belief we are not a treeless prairie city 

Urban parks and natural spaces 

Urban sprawl needs to be reduced. 

Urgently address issue of threatened bird populations. 

Use of urban and regional parks. 

Very much increased awareness of conservation issues 

Waste recolection 

We actually had herbicides in an off leash dog parks by people's gardens and backyards. This 

should not happen. 

We are a wasteful city with water use. 

We are doing a world class job. Stop the carbon tax and celebrate our Clean Coal industry. 

We are having more wildlife visit us from time to time. 

we are in a cold climate and heating our homes with Natural gas.  NG is one of he most efficient 

ways to do that.  Celebrate the use of this great resource we have and use! 

We are in an acceptable level of conservation in our city. 

We are making some baby steps into appropriate waste management (e.g. introducing 

composting in urban Calgary), but we still have a long way to go to reduce and manage our 

ecological footprint 
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We are probably one of the most advanced cities and provinces when it comes to conservation 

and yet we are being given a bad rap. We need to celebrate exactly how progressive and 

advanced we are, in all our conservation practices and that we actually set a high standard 

for the rest of the world. 

We are so fortunate to have so many green spaces, the pathway system and parks. 

We are talking about conservation. 

we are talking about it 

We are tearing down all the trees to make space for retail and housing developments - it breaks 

my heart and kills wildlife that were there first and no longer have a home. So 

disappointing. 

We are working hard at decreasing our footprint…keep up the good work city council-  and 

need to keep working at densification and reducing automobile dominance - as well as 

preserving park space for the enjoyment and wellbeing of all Calgarians 

We are working hard to replace the urban forestry tree canopy that has been hit hard by 

storms and development. 

We are working to become greener 

We do a good job in Calgary with our environmental education! 

We do have biodiversity and water preservation programs 

We do have some beautiful natural parks and an awareness that wetlands need to be 

preserved.  We are also aware of the animal corridors in the river valleys, though it has 

been difficult not to yield to the pressure to "develop" the most beautiful natural areas and 

replace wild habitat with water-devouring grasses. 

We generally have a great appreciation of the outdoors and an appreciation of conservation 

follows naturally. 

We have a beautiful city and beautiful green spaces! Let's reduce urban sprawl, the loss of 

prime farmland, mandate environmental initiatives in building design that harness 

renewable energies and water flows, and design to withstand the changes to our climate 

such as the 2013 flood. 
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We have a broad awareness and intention to be sustainable and recycle. We have some 

understanding of water issues, yet I would like to see even more focus on it. We are 

incredibly creative and motivated, so let's do even better! 

We have a fantastic parks system! 

We have a great system of public parks. 

We have a huge number of organizations and City groups that help preserve the vast quantity 

of greenspace within the city limits. The City-wide implementation of green carts is a huge 

step forward in decreasing the amount put into landfills and working towards a more 

sustainable waste management system for the city. 

We have a legacy of beautiful parks. But loss of Paskapoo slopes to developers is a big negative. 

This city continues to be a way too reliant on cars, with all the negatives this brings to our 

local environment. 

we have a long way to go...problem is the city was allowed to grow much too large. Cap it 

now!!! 

We have a lot of green spaces, and I would like to see them stay and be preserved. 

We have a lot of nice green spaces. 

We have a lot of parkland. Calgarians are generally in tune the environment. We should be 

utilizing natural grasses, shrubs and trees instead of mowed grass on roadside verges and 

many open areas.  Presently a lose-lose situation. 

We have a lot of quality natural spaces like Nose Hill, Fish Creek, North Glenmore etc. 

We have a nice legacy of green space. although the Paskapoo slopes decision makes me 

concerned. way too much reliance on cars. 

We have a provincial park within city limits... what else needs to be said? 

We have a very green city A lot of parjs 

We have a wonderful abundance of open space, opportunities to recreate outdoors, and 

especially natural setting with many pathways through undisturbed natural setting amongst 

our urban lifestyle. 

We have a wonderful trail system around and along our waterways 
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We have amazing parks and a dedicated staff that care for them.  Let's be a leader for all North 

American cities in how we protect natural spaces and how we impact them. 

We have amazing parks and natural spaces - we could develop better urban parks with 

vegetation suitable for the climate. 

We have an amazing amount of green space in our City 

We have an amazing park system that I enjoy all throughout the year.  But until other cities in 

which we live, I do not believe we fully understand the value and cost of water.  I do 

celebrate that we filter and clean the water very well - especially when compared to cities 

like Victoria, Vancouver, Halifax, Montreal. For this, we deserve at least a silver or gold star.  

Victoria should be ashamed of their water treatment quite frankly.   We over use water and 

under pay for the water we use.   Fresh water is a precious resource. We can do better. 

We have an expanding parks system such as the area alongside Stoney Trail in the northeast 

and southeast. 

We have beautiful parks and natural spaces. Let's cherish them and increase our efforts. 

We have beautiful parks that seem forgotten by the residents of our city. 

We have beautiful parks which need to be maintained and we are fortunate enough to live 

close to the mountains 

We have beautiful parks. 

We have excellent parks, we conserve water usage, and there are improvements on recycling. 

We have great green space and fresh air. 

We have great parks and sanctuaries. 

We have great recycling programs and we try to preserve nature 

we have hundreds of well maintained  parks and green spaces and a wonderful  pathway 

system 

We have lots of amazing park and green spaces. And looking forward to the green cart system 

next year. 

We have lots of great parks and open areas. Unfortunately the city council approved the 

destruction of paskapoo slopes to build a new big-box-store development. This shows a lack 

of leadership and desire to support conservation. 
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we have lots of green parks 

We have lovely parks and green spaces We are moving in the right direction with re cycling 

We have made some small steps forward with bike lanes and increased recycling opportunities. 

But we also need to encourage many other initiatives including leaving our cars at home 

and installing solar panels. 

We have many designated natural parks like Nose Hill, Fish Creek for many to enjoy.  But there 

are also many people taking advantage and causing damage to property and environment 

just for their own enjoyment like dirt bicycling, quart racing, hunting and so on.  

Government should plan a better system to limit these kind of negative interaction activities 

so that all citizens can enjoy. 

We have many green spaces and walking paths.  We do however need bike paths in NE Calgary. 

We have many parks and nature programs. Calgary is well educated. 

We have many parks and we should be careful to keep them! 

we have many wonderful open spaces which are well-maintained and allowed to develop in a 

natural way. Ours is a green city. 

we have one chance to get it right before it is gone 

We have parks, natural and man-made, they are beautiful and available for everyone. 

We have plans in place... celebrate by using them, rather than studying them 

We have really started to address recycling and now need to move to composting and 

responsible use of our space.  I think we sometimes take the beauty of our city for granted. 

We have relatively inter-connected parks 

We have so many beautiful parks and green spaces 

We have so many green spaces with great walking paths etc.  WE MUST KEEP THIS PRESENT IN 

ALL COMMUNITIES! 

We have so many parks and green spaces and with such close proximity to the mountains, 

many Calgarians have a great respect and reverence for the natural world. Great local 

companies encouraging and celebrating sustainability. Great new compost and recycling 

program being rolled out currently and over the next few years. 
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We have some great natural spaces, and have implemented a lot of pro-environment 

educational activities. 

We have some of Canada's largest urban parks. 

We have some of the best walking trails and parks in the world. 

We have some of the best water in the world. Let's learn to respect it and use it properly. 

We have such beautiful green spaces in Calgary, most accessible by public transportation, and 

well used by all ages! New builldings, such as the new central library, are being constructed 

with ecological issues in mind. 

We have wonderful parks and space it should be guarded so that the animals and people can 

live in harmony. 

We have wonderful parks and spaces throughout the city and they are well used by Calgarians 

We love & use our green spaces 

We love our out of doors. I believe we can continue to enjoy it & improve the way we interact 

with it, so that it is still vibrant & healthy for generations to come. 

We must continue to increase, treasure and value our green spaces. 

We seem to be making a concerted effort to build more parks and protect our park 

infrastructure (Rotary Matamy Greenway is one example). 

we shoot cougars, don't we! and probably unnecssarily. we are huge, and need to share with 

the natural world so lets celebrate every step toward defining animals as feeling hurting 

creatures of this our shared planet. 

We should celebrate and protect the green spaces we have, and not make them available for 

development. 

We should celebrate efforts to protect the riverbanks; preserve the remaining wetlands that we 

have; efforts made in new communities to intergrate the natural, pre-existing landscape 

into subdivisions; and decrease our ecological footprint. 

We should celebrate new ideas and being able to research things that aren't oil 

We should celebrate our tiny steps in moving away from the mindset that the car is king and it 

has rights above every other mode of transport. 
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We should celebrate the preservation of natural spaces and urban parks, as well as all attempts 

to circumvent the impact of development on wildlife and the urban ecological system in 

Calgary. 

We should celebrate the vast beautiful lands that have been donated to Calgary for public use 

(Glenbow Reservoir, Fish Creek Provincial Park, Glenbow Ranch) - without they generousity 

of several thoughtful and pivotal Calgarians, we would not have the parkland legacy we've 

come to enjoy in our city each and every day. 

we should put in more trees, especially in the urban parts of calgary to assure that we stay 

green and to reduce air polution 

we still have a few parks left the builders have not taken away 

We still have trees. 

We use waaaaay too much water. 

Well, I hate to say this, but Calgary probably does far too good a job already on this issue.  We 

could use even more sewage treatment capacity I would guess, and we should have left the 

fluoride in the water to conserve my teeth and bones.  But other than that, I think this city 

has gone a way above and beyond the necessary in this area. 

We've got one of the cleanest cities in one of the cleanest countries in the world! 

What we should celebrate about Calgary is that we have the blue bins available and that the 

green bins will soon be available. The city has made a strong effort to make such programs 

available and this is excellent. 

When it comes to conservation, we will keep heath fit . 

Why do people insist on driving being the only option for transportation? It's not. 

wind-power 

Wonderful greenspaces in the city. ...we're an outdoor appreciating people. 

Wonderful parks in Calgary. 
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Sustainability 

 

Which of the following do you believe is the top priority for improving Calgary when 

it comes to sustainability? OPTIONS: Improve options for alternative energy, address 

density and land-use issues, increase number of green jobs, increase number of green 

buildings and reduce amount of waste generated. 

 

Abandon densification initiative 

Address transportation 

all above 

all of the aboe 

ALL OF THE ABOVE 

All of the above 

All of the above 

all of the above 

all of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

all of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

all of the above and more 

All of the above! 

All of the above! 
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all of the above, generally need to be worked on 

All of the above, so many good ideas - but mostly, localize energy production, distribution, and 

storage within communities, and make this affordable for people to achieve. Improve 

options for alternative energy. 

All the above points are important. 

All THE ABOVE! 

ALL THE ABOVE! None of these above answers should be seen as more important than the next. 

These are all excellent ways of ensuring a better and more sustainable future for everyone 

involved in making this city the place it is and can be! 

Allow sustainable choices to reflect lower costs to those who choose them (ie, backyard 

composers could opt out of green if program) 

Believe our City is in good shape! 

Calgary does well in this - we are more of a leader than we get credit for. 

Calgary needs to factor in the cost impact on the common taxpayer, of all these ideas. 

Civic politicians should stop wasting money on stupid green initiatives that are unattainable and 

illogical 

Convert recycling & organics collected into cash through sales and use to fund projects 

decrease impacts on climate change and the greenhouse effect 

Develop economic green energy 

Don't keep pushing it down our throats and we will probably do better. 

Encourage efficiency upgrades in older homes 

encourage personal home and business use of solar and small wind chargers. 

Find ways to help homeowners generate their own electricity by making it easier to install 

rooftop solar, or neighborhood windmills. 

forget about "green" plans - they are scams anyway. 

Fuck greenwashed idiots 

Green initiatives have to be economical sound - not just dreams. 

Heritage conservation 

I don't have enough knowledge onthe topic 
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I feel like I don't know enough to answer this question. More education would be helpful. 

Impossible for low income 

Improve options for alternative energy AND reduce amount of waste generated 

Improve waste water and sewage treating techniques. 

Increase awareness of Calgary and the energy industry leading the technological advances in 

reduction of greenhouse gases and improving sustainability.  This is not an either/or 

situation (green v. oil and gas) and the Calgary Foundation could show leadership in leading 

this conversation around technology, standard of living available due to the energy industry, 

contribution to community etc. by the energy industry. 

increase energy efficiency 

Increase garbage recycling. 

increase natural gas powered vehicles 

Increase options to competitively priced alternative energy. 

I've been living "green" all my life. It's a matter of education and taking responsibility. 

Keep your ideology to yourselves, you're managing a city, not a fiefdom. 

Less government, more freedom. 

Lrt 

make recycling bins available for every building. plus it would be great if it was separate for 

every single type - like in Austria (tins, dark glass, glass, carton, etc.) the depots at plazas are 

not accessible for people without cars. 

More incentive to be green.  The movement must be tax friendly with benefits to those want to 

be green 

Nothing 

nothing further needed 

quit pushing this on the public..ie green carts, WE DON'T WANT THEM! 

Quite buying into the green mantra  its expensive bs that is just feel good and has no positive 

impact 

Reduce car dependency 

reduce cost of electricity and natural gas 
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Reduce housing density in all areas 

Reduce light pollution 

Reduce reliance on cars - promote working from home, cycle tracks. Drivers need to be more 

tolerant of cyclists. 

Reduce the number of pets in the city.  Feeding and exercising pets is a shameful waste of 

resources. 

Reduce the urban footprint: smaller population, more densely packed, using much less energy, 

producing much less waste. 

Reduce the use of unnecessary lighting in office buildings at night. 

reduce, recycle, reuse. 

Research 

stop charging me for garbage pick up weekly I have no garbage maybe once a month 

tax large footprint dwellings and other properties at a higher rate, as they are using more 

resources. 

The ONE cost effective energy efficient "green" energy system that actually works in Calgary is 

solar water heating.  Its payback period is 3 years yet it is NEVER incorporated into new or 

existing housing.  Increase use of solar water heating. 

To create a sustainable economy and city we need to look at increasing density around existing 

LRT stations encourage more recycling options and study the feasibility of creating two 

waste to energy conversion plants to deal with the wast that is and will continue to be 

generated. Burying our trash is the wrong approach and most facilities that are operating 

currently have very low emissions and produce electricity and provide many jobs. 

Transportation system is woefully inefficient. We could waste a lot less energy with a modern 

effective transportation system 

Use sensible programmes and abandon faddist approaches.  We need a systems level approach 

to evaluation ... especially for such things as the compost initiative. 

We do not realize how far off alternatives are from conventionals 

We need re-education on how to set up and live in sustainable homes, harvesting rainwater, 

growing food instead of lawns and flowerbeds, finding power in wind, sun and geothermal 
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sources. Commercial buildings must lead us in these excellent practices. We must overcome 

our passive dependence on flipping switches and pushing buttons. 

Why not make it more affordable through Enmax to put Solar panels on our roof and connect 

them to the grid so that we can contribute to power reduction. 
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What should we celebrate about Calgary when it comes to sustainability? 

 

- City recycling - yayyy! 

A well developed sense of the importance of continuous improvement. 

Absolutely nothing! 

Addressing density adn land use issues 

again not sure, we don't do very well compared to many places 

Again, the downtown housing efforts. 

again, the green bins. 

All of the above are important 

Allocate food not used in restaurants to the needy 

alternate energy 

Are recycling programs are improving. 

As city is growing, we should focus on more use of solar energy. 

Awareness and education is available to those who are interested. 

Awareness of the issues....always in the news 

Being forced to pay 6 a month for a composite bin is very expensive for seniors.  Why can they 

not opt out of the program 

Being the "Oil Capital" of Canada makes it difficult for Calgary to move to more alternative 

forms of energy; but it must do so. 

Better understand just how fragile it is. 

Black cart recycling 

black, blue and coming-soon green bins 

Blue and green carts are a good step. 

blue bins 

Blue box program 

Blue cart program. Needs to be expanded. What goes to the landfill can be dropped to 20% of 

all waste. More recycling, reusing and reducing opportunities need to be found. 

Blue Carts and upcoming Green Carts/ 
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Both the provincial and federal governments should be kicking in to reduce reliance on 

electricity.  They should cover a portion of the cost of solar panels for all homes and we 

should be able to feed back into the grid.  We live in one of the sunniest places in Canada 

and solar generation should be encouraged on all levels. 

Bring Calgary back into the "inner city".  Stop urban sprawl.  Improve the infrastructure for the 

population.  Reduce stoplights on major roadways.  Add HOV lanes to major roadways.  

Improve options for alternative energy to reduce reliance on oil and gas to start down the 

path of sustainability. 

Bylaw currently forbids clotheslines in backyards. 

Calgarians are now willing to acknowledge that global reliance on oil and gas is declining. 

Calgarians do want to be sustainable 

Calgary already leads in many areas. Too bad we don't recognize it 

Calgary does not thrive at the expense of nature. 

Calgary has a lot of key environmental firms that are strong international players. 

Calgary has a lot of land to accommodate to a lot of people if we control what we already have.  

Population will always grow but the land will not.  As population increases, so as the waste 

in our community.  Should we increase the density of houses, perhaps.  As long as we do 

not have someone creating "the biggest of building or something".  Living in harmony is the 

key. 

Calgary has abundance of fossil fuel options. 

Calgary has done very well when you consider the green initiatives we have undertaken.  Keep 

it up, well done! 

Calgary has great bones (parks, paths, rivers, views) to support a vibrant and diverse city. 

Calgary has moved towards being more unsustainable due to city policies increasing urban 

sprawl so that more taxes can be acquired. 

Calgary has taken some great steps to decrease our waste. 

Calgary has the potential for very significant alternative energy use. 

Calgary is doing a good job. 
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Calgary is increasingly appreciative to recycling and practicing it. Let's speed up the   

composting program. 

Calgary is not a dense city and I think that should be a priority.  It's become increasingly more 

important to consider the environment and some places have done that by adopting 

recycling programs but there are still too many people driving to work and not enough 

focus on alternatives 

Calgary is now realizing the negative effects of the constant urban sprawl of this City.  

Population growth has amply opportunity in Calgary through density changes. 

Calgary is very innovative and can use that approach to embrace new technology to reduce our 

environmental impact 

Calgary is working hard to reduce waste and I think there will be a number of opportunities in 

this city to increase the number of green jobs, which will help diversify the economy. 

Calgary needs to promote alternate energy, encourage solar and other forms of renewable 

energy and make it easier for Calgarians to have sustainable and affordable energy. Calgary 

has a lot of opportunity to improve in this area. 

Calgary should be a place that respects and protects its built heritage and cultural landscapes. 

This makes for a more attractive and culturally-meaningful city, has economic benefits for 

tourism and small business, and adaptive re-use is more environmentally sustainable than 

constant demolition and construction. 

Calgary's green bins are going to be rolling out soon. 

Calgary's new offset levy. 

Calgary's new recycling program is making all more aware of the importance of sustainability. 

Canada general seems to be way behind times in this area.Nothing to celebrate 

Can't wait for my green bin. 

Car sharing has become popular. 

Celebrate redevelopment of inner city properties. Hope there is caution when it comes to 

continued urban expansion..... 

Celebrate work done by people who advocate sustainability, alternative energy and green 

living. 
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Chinooks! 

City Council is trying to make a difference 

City needs to fix the zoning system around the LRT stations and generally that prevents mixed 

uses by separating commerical and residential for example.  Provide developers more 

certainty for infill development. 

City wide recycling 

composting 

Composting going city wide to reduce waste 

Controlling urban sprawl. 

Ctrain running on wind power 

curb side recycling 

densification of the inner city is ok - but not at the expense of greenspaces like the Harvest Hills 

Golf Course (which isn't even inner city) 

Density has to be increased, starting with the inner city and at all C-Train stops. The era of the 

single family detached home needs to give way to higher density. 

density improvement 

Density is increasing 

Design competitions such as The Mayor’s Urban Design Awards which focus on creating a green 

city in an innovative, sustainable, beautiful way. 

Develop vacant and under utilized land. 

Development energy options and encourage green buildings and streets. 

Development of housing along the LRT line.  All Commercial buildings, should have housing on 

floors above.    Think more living, working, lifestyle  -  instead of Mall - shopping, shopping! 

Don't know 

East Village is a gift to the city that has a delicate conversation with our past ( King eddy, St 

Louis, Simmons, Hillier) and an imaginative dialougue with tomorrow. 

education events ,innovations-need more 

Enmax does NOT support putting power from solar back into its system at a rate that makes 

sense. 
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Especially recently, I feel we are more socially conscious. 

Established recycling program 

events 

examples of redevelopment that are closer to the ideal 

Expansion of compost recycling 

Finally organic recycling is going to begin city wide. We need to celebrate this! 

Finally the composting program!!! Proceed at all costs!  Toronto has composted for over 15 

years and it is embarrassing that we have not until now!  So glad. It is cheaper than 

maintaining a landfill and buying land for more landfill space! Wonderful and happy to pay 

taxes to this initiative. 

For a first world country people I have noticed people does not have a culture to save energy 

and water.  It seems everything (in regards to environmental impact) is focused on waste 

disposal and recycling.  However many people still waste energy and water quite often. 

For one. Look at the City of Calgary. It uses "Green" Wind power energy to run it's systems ie. 

LRT etc. The municipality is doing it's part but the private sector could do more to improve 

this. 

For the past decades, Calgary has continued to improve on sustainability issues. 

Get rid of Enmax's monopoly on how alternative energy is used in Calgary.  A large company 

that has no interest in alternative energy should not be in charge of solar panels.  People 

should have the right to install solar or any other alternative energy generation for their 

own use and then sell excess to the grid.  Enmax should also change to time of day pricing 

for electricity.  Until that is done, the efforts are useless. 

Give it up - nothing to see here. 

Glad to see recycling bins are now being installed at condos/apartments within the city 

Going "green" is nothing but a tax grab and bullshit UN propaganda... Green idiots need to read 

a lot more and not from news and websites that constantly promote this bullshit that 

mankind is killing the earth by CO2. 

Good environment 

Good mixed tax base. 
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Good parks! 

Good residential recycling program. 

Great new compost and recycling programs being rolled out. Most events in the city are 

addressing sustainability issues with the help of companies like DIG, Green Event Services, 

with support from the City. 

Green Calgary's work… and efforts to reduce garbage through recycling etc… but much more 

must be done to move from a throwaway oil based culture 

Green transportation progress via CycleTrack, Enmax co-generation facility serving downtown 

buildings 

Haven't really been impressed so far. I would love to see underground parking for big box 

shopping areas so people can benefit from covered parking and also better land use. I'll 

celebrate when I see some results. 

Having the Green services at festive events promotes recycling. 

Help home owners install solar energy systems. 

High level of awareness and desire to be environmentally sustainability. Calgary employes a 

large percentage of environmental engineers and professionals who understand the true 

economic impact of switching from fossil fuels to alternative sources of energy and what is a 

realistic timeline - decades not years. 

I am very happy that recycling is increasing.  City-wide composting next? 

I can't think of anything - residential composting is essential. We are way behind in this. 

I don't believe in climate change. Expansion of Calgary is ruining the countryside. 

I don't know 

I had to pay 20$ to recycle a lamp!!! It's crazy. 

I installed solar panels for the generation of electricity on my house in Palm Springs. I would not 

consider myself wealthy and one of the reasons I thought it was a good thing to do was the 

generous government subsidy despite the fact I am a non resident.  When I checked into 

doing it in Calgary the technician from Enmax advised it didn't make financial sense. In Palm 

Springs the local power company nest out the generation/usage on an annual basis and my 
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net cost /usage has been zero for the last two years. We need to offer incentives to get 

citizens off the grid. 

I see a lot of these ideas coming up time and time again. This is a great thing. New construction 

has to meet certain levels of standard ect... We need much more of this but I believe we are 

headed in the right direction. 

I see more and more houses with solar panels! 

I see more and more improvements with cycling and transit options. 

I think Calgary is well advanced in this regard  but we do need to stay at the leading edge. 

I think Calgary's membership in the 100 Resilient Cities network will help Calgary become more 

able to address, recover from and become more resilient to the shocks and stressors our 

community faces. 

I think citizens are becoming more aware of what needs to be done to reduce energy use. 

I think current government is trying.... 

I think we are going a pretty good job in using alternative sources 

I want affordable solar panels for my own home. (not rented from power companies.) 

I would also like us to address consumerism to reduce how much of the Earth's resources we 

use and waste. 

I would celebrate Calgary if building permits were put at a halt for at least one year. 

If I have to grade the city I give them an "A".  However, I believe there is nothing to celebrate 

here - my mother, and her mother before her, always said "Waste not, want not" which in 

our lexicon meant 'always clean up your act'.        In the above list of top priorities for 

improving Calgary, all are, or should have always been, top priorities for any city with the 

exception of the item "increase number of green jobs".  That item is some socialist's make-

work dream and is unnecessary if the city bureaucrat's are doing their jobs.      Also the item 

"Improve options for alternative energy" should actually read 'Improve options for efficient 

energy' so that the city is using only the most effective possible energy, be that hydro-

electric, coal, uranium, wind, solar, oil, natural gas, geothermal, hot-air, propane, what 

have-you.      It is not the city's job currently, and should never be, to encourage wasteful 

use of taxation dollars despite the green machine polemics.  Alternative energy (whatever 
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that means) may some day become more efficient than current energy sources, and on that 

day the city bureaucrats should immediately swing over to these new sources, not a minute 

before. 

Imagine Calgary 

Imagine Calgary still lives in the minds of the community.   We need to keep its holistic goals 

front and centre, even when the economy is struggling; that would be true sustainability. 

Implement a Law for all new buildings to have solar/energy efficiencies built into them. 

Improving except the U of Calgary whose use of former treed land for commercial development 

is tragjic 

In Oil & Gas country? hardly. 

Increased knowledge of the need to densify and stop spreading out. 

Increased public awareness and support. Often times children come home as the champions of 

sustainability and influence positive change at home. 

Initiatives to conserve energy. Densification of the city. 

Innovation is alive and well.....let's profile it. 

Instead of pushing things on us and adding costs and taking away services.  Example our 

property taxes included garbage and etc.  Now there are extra charges for all these on my 

Enmax bill.  Plus I purchased a compost bin from Parks and now they are going to push that 

on me besides all of the costs also. 

Introducing mandatory recycling in multi-unit residential buildings was a big step forward. 

Introducing the composting program. 

It is so expensive to try to switch to other forms of energy.  Enmax offers to put solar panels on 

your home for $20,000 and pay it off over time. It's difficult, if not impossible to recoup the 

cost. 

It's being talked about now. 

It's starting to be more environmentally aware 

Less emphasis on green everything. 

Let's do other things than just digging up dead dinosaurs. Must diversify from gas/oil. 
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Live/Work and the revitalization of the East Village should be celebrated. Also re-zoning which 

allows home owners to build on existing land instead of create more suburban sprawl which 

creates a demand for new and more amenities, schools, medical & emergency services. 

Increased inner city density utilizes existing amenities. 

Lots of knowledge in this city to draw from. 

LRT using green-generated electricity; efforts by Enmax to offer houseowners lower cost deals 

on availablitliy and purchase of rain barrels, composting bins, waste management advice, 

etc 

Many businesses and City facilities are being built to LEED standards. 

Many Calgary businesses are trying to improve their waste reduction through composting.  We 

do this at home so it is nice when employers are also aware of the need to reduce general 

waste.  Calgary also offers very nice community gardens to help with sustainability in the 

food supply. 

Many of our richer citizens are making sustainable choices. 

Many of the newer buildings in the city are LEED certified and there is effort going towards 

increasing efficiency (ie. replacing street lights with LEDs!). 

Many people already compost, most recycle what they can. 

Market pricing! People pay for what they use - if they want to drive they pay significant gasoline 

tax.  If they want to live in a low density neighbourhood they pay for the privilege.  If they 

want to have a low impact on the environment they can choose to take the bus and live in a 

small apartment or condo.  Choice! 

MDP is a great document, need to celebrate all efforts to follow the Plan and not waiver under 

current economic conditions - we are here for a long time and need to plan accordingly. 

Money.     At this time there are no financial incentives for choosing green energy. If there was I 

woul choose solar panels.  There are large areas of land not in use along major roads and 

this cld be used for solar panels to help reduce cities reliance on coal.   The United Kingdom 

have fields of farm land used for solar panels.   We have the space. 

More alternative energy being used in businesses and homes but needs to be more. 

more and more PV's are turning up, both public and private. 
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More of a concern: we have tremendous local unrealized solar power potential.  But it's only 

potential. 

more people are trying to make a difference 

Most Calgarians are very ecologically responsible, so we faithfully recycle, reuse and try to 

make good, practical, sustainable decisions that will impact the future for our children. 

Most people would turn to alternate energy if it was affordable. 

Moving people away from sprawl and back inner city. Seems like more and more people are 

choosing location over square footage and it's awesome to see. 

moving slowly in the right direction 

Moving towards awareness of alternative energy small pockets in city 

NA 

Natural gas as a clean fuel 

Need better composing and less garbage in land fills 

Need to install more solar panels especially when designing parks. 

New organics program 

No comment 

No comment 

No comment. 

No comments 

No comments. 

No matter what we do now it might be too late. We need to keep building strong communities 

so that we can take consensual action from the community  up. 

None 

not a lot - we have a long road ahead. 

Not aware of any programs in this area. 

Not doing a good job here 

Not much 

not much ...I hear the LRT uses wind power...that is good 

not sure 
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Not sure - is Calgary doing anything to reduce urban sprawl and stop expansion into agricultural 

land? 

not sure - we are not very green, have little alternative energy options, knock down beautiful 

houses and build non eco friendly monstrosities 

Note that increased density doesn't mean getting rid of smaller inner city homes with large 

gardens / trees for a couple of infills that hold about the same number of people, if not less!  

To me it means densifying vacant and under density existing commercial strips and 

wastelands of parking lots.  We are aware of the issue - now we need to act. 

nothing 

nothing 

nothing 

Nothing to celebrate here, Calgary needs to catch up 

Nothing, the low incomes renters will be taking the brunt of having to pay for this 

Nothing, the ones who will suffer are low income renters 

Nothing.  Stop the pet project again.  Alternative energy is too expensive.  Research. 

now 

Oh is this about the Bike lanes... 

Oil and gas companies are making huge strides 

One of the things that needs to be addressed is the size of the roads in urban areas.  It is 

ridiculous that in a residential street you can fit 4 cars across the width of the street which 

means we are using more land for nothing. 

Other than recycling trash the ideas of green energy etc. are really not an area where 

government should be involved.  Decisions based on ideology that real science doesn't 

support is crazy like shutting down the coal plants.   The costs of doing this will be felt for 

generations in a negative way. 

Our air is breathable. 

Our economy is not at all resilient, only when we step up and become a leader among Canadian 

cities in the transition away from fossil fuels can we take advantage of the talent and skills 
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available in this city. All the other points relate to this - housing, poverty, food etc is all 

about sustainability and building resilience and adaptability into our city systems. 

Our recycling and composting program. The adoption of such programs at so many businesses. 

Organizations like REAP (Respect for the Earth and All People). 

our recycling program 

Our recycling program is more extensive than most other Canadian cities. 

Our recycling program. See prior comment about cars. 

Our technology has been improving 

Our transit system uses green energy, other than that we are doing a really bad jog of 

encouraging people to add solar and wind to their properties. 

Parks. 

Participation and support for recycling. 

People seem to want to volunteer to keep green spaces clean, so lets capitalize on that 

momentum to care for our public spaces and do more starting with local packaging 

limitations, plastic bag use, offer water stations to fill bottles, cut up six pack can holders 

etc. 

Plans to add composting bins for households 

Plans to address density are actually quite good. 

plant more evergreen trees 

Prince island recovery 

really I wanted to click all the boxes above... 

Rebuild Roxboro and Rideau Park. 

Recycling 

recycling 

Recycling 

Recycling and composting programs 

Recycling available for all homes 

recycling bins 

Recycling efforts 
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Recycling in condos - finally! 

recycling initiatives that are being instituted by the city 

Recycling is being taken seriously. 

Recycling is taken seriously 

Recycling program 

Recycling program ... where is composting? ??? 

Recycling programs 

Recycling seems to be working. 

recycling! new programs being devleoped such as DIG 

recyling program 

Research and development projects which aim to improve options for alternative energy 

avenues should be celebrated. As well, initiatives to improve on the impact of the human 

footprint on the landscape of the city. 

Several development projects are underway to address density and land-use issues, in 

particular development along the west corridor. 

Sewage treatment is second to none in N. America. 

Should celebrate Calgary's geography and weather which affords this City with the natural 

elements that when combined with technology could further enhance its ability to live more 

energy neutral. 

Significant solar and geothermal resources should be systematically exploited. 

Solar power options 

solar powered lrt 

Some solar equipment. 

some things use wind power 

Starting to move in the right direction; increased awareness of our responsibility with regard to 

energy sustainability. 

stop growing outward - address inward problems - encourage living in already developed areas 

- decrease taxes inward - increase outward - the opposite of what is currently being done. 
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Stop the continuos move to get secondary suites.Waste of time and money.Increase density 

allowance on development sites 

Sun and wind 

Support the overhaul of the Microgeneration Regulation 

Supportive municipal government 

Sure...give me credits i I have a solar panel on my roof! 

Sustainability should include quality of life issues in addition to density and land use.  The more 

populated and dense the city becomes, the less enjoyable it is to live here.  Stop cramming 

people in.  Humans, like any other species, were not designed to live this way. 

Tesla (electronic car) now having a store in Calgary. 

That bylaws are largely open to alternative uses of yardspace (ie. front-yard food gardens are 

permissable), and that initiatives supporting alternative economies seem to do fairly well 

(ie. Calgary Dollars, Calgary Tool Library, etc) 

that the recycling program has been a great success and that the composting program is being 

rolled out city-wide 

That there is growing awareness of need for alternative energy rather than fossil fuels 

That we are finally taking action, but not to celebrate too hard because we're still trying to tell 

people that natural gas is a sustainable energy source by using the term "alternative energy 

source" instead of a "renewable" one.  Natural gas is a fossil fuel. No one is being fooled, 

and people are tired of it. 

That we are not yet overrun with meaningless, expensive green jobs. 

That we have established a blue bin service and reduced the amount going to landfill. 

That we have somewhat embarked on a green energy mission, but this should have been done 

a long time ago 

That we haven't been crushed yet by the juggernaut of the push for higher levels of density. 

The approval of the green bins for compostables is a wonderful way to reduce Calgary's waste. 

The blue and green bin program! 

The blue box program and the move to include "wet" waste. 

The blue/green bin system is great. 
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The brave souls at Green Calgary and similar groups who faithfully invite our participation. 

The city government needs to be in charge of land use. They are the not for profit body called 

upon to design the best present and a better future. Developers and entrepreneurs may 

have the same motive but seem to lack conscience and social intelligence when it comes to 

spreading out and expecting all the services to be there at their call while park or farm land 

gets gobbled up. I think the present council and our  mayor have a conscience about this 

and a better view of where we need to be going. 

The City has a measured plan and is implementing better ways to dispose of garbage ... blue, 

black and soon green carts.  Well done! 

The City is becoming more open to alternative energy sources for homes and businesses, but 

unless immediate action is taken to make these choices more avaialble and affordable for 

citizens, there will be a crucial breaking point in terms of finding available energy very soon. 

The city is doing a lot to reduce our waste through blue and green carts 

The City is great at coming up with ideas, but the expense to residents is extreme. City 

mandatory costs for garbage, recycling, and soon composting are ridiculous. The incentive 

for alternative energies, namely solar, is non-existent. 

The City is making good strides towards addressing sustainability. 

The city seems like a garden during the spring and summer except the new neighborhoods 

where only roofs are visible instead of trees 

The city's use of renewable energy for LRT and other services is laudable and yet largely 

unknown. 

The densification of downtown is evident with condo developments popping up in the Core, 

East Village, etc. 

The downturn in the oil industry may be our only chance to create a new path other than a 

"Dirty Oil" future 

The effort is happening 

The Energy IQ by Enmax.  It would be great to have Enmax become an even stronger partner in 

energy reduction and energy alternatives. Like making solar panels available and keeping 

billing rates the same as they would have been prior to install to create a patient pay-back 
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schedule for the panels. People want solar!  Rebates for window and door replacements. 

Neighbourhood troops that are trained to look for energy issues and address the small, 

simple issues that could have a measurable positive change. 

The EnMax solar panel program is a joke. I need an ROI that I can expect to attain within my life 

time.  Last time I ran the numbers it was more than 20 years before I would make my 

money back on that panel. 

The fact that the city owns Enmax and the movement to build district energy generation sites, 

that provide heating and electricity. Enmax is also moving as quickly as possible to natural 

gas fired generation, in facilities closer to Calgary, which will reduce dependence on Coal 

fired generation 

The focus on increasing density and extending LRT lines is to be commended. 

the food keeps ocming 

The green and blue bins. 

The green bins have been piloted. 

The green bins program! 

The green box system which is planned for implementation in 2017.  Hurray! 

The improved conversation around waste management 

The low oil is forcing us to say who will Calgary be in 20 years! More innovation comes in hard 

times, not good times! 

The LRT using renewable energy. Developers have been good about planting a lot of trees in 

the new communities. 

The new central library is led  gold standard. 

The new generation seems to really "get" it... so that bodes well for the future. 

The progress being made to grow up around Ctrain stations minimizing sprawl and allowing 

more walkable communities (Brentwood, Proposed Anderson development, Heritage). 

The recycling program seems to be successful. 

The recycling system that has been in place for a number of years has reduced waste of the 

average consumer 

the rivers 
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The success of the public transit system. 

The Waste Services department and those who work in it. 

The waste system in Calgary has made a large improvement in the past years. I said all the 

above because choosing just one of these answers is not good enough. We need to consider 

all of these options in order to create sustainability. This is something everyone in every city 

should take seriously. Our environment and footprint is as important as our cities 

themselves. 

The water quality.  Many cities would love to have the water quality that we enjoy 

there are bigger issues then improving energy, land use, green jobs, green buildings. 

There are options for better living, I appreciate the many recycling programs and now the 

composting program as well 

There are programs that work towards making Calgary sustainable 

There have been recent moves to improve environmental performance. 

There is much will to do so. 

There is opportunity for businesses to develop cleaner energy alternatives. 

There needs to be a recycling program for multi-unit buildings. 

they keep talking about green but we still build clumps of single famly and high dencity they are 

not intergrated 

Things have to be at a price that people feel they can afford 

This City has been constantly aware of all these problems for years and are doing a fair job of 

making changes regularly with this in mind. 

This is a time of opportunity for our industries. 

To my mind this links directly with diversification. If the world is serious about moving away 

from fossil fuel dependence then we need to learn how to be the cutting edge of that new 

direction, become world leaders in green technologies & continuously improve on how we 

extract & use fossil fuels so that our environment is not harmed thereby. 

Transit wind power 

Urban gardening is encouraged. There is increasing support for alternative energy and local 

products. 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 269 

use of compost heaps 

Use of natural gas for new power plants and buses, LEED homes, green homes, innovative 

companies (eg. Hops Compost) 

Vehicles running on non-fossil fuels 

Waste and density are key issues 

Waste is the only real problem we have.  Everything else is fine. 

Waste reduction program (home collection bins) 

We are doing great.  Get the government subsidies out of green energy. 

We are exploring greener options for transport, heating, waste disposal, waste generation, etc.  

We need to move faster on sustaining what's left of the water supply, on increasing green 

initiatives like roof-top gardens, alternative transportation, composting, disallowing 

pesticides and plastic shopping bags, fuel-efficient city vehicles, etc.  There are many such 

initiatives in the city, and they don't have to come from a central/government source - in 

fact, it's better that they don't, because there is such a variety of approaches in the small 

business sector.  What the city can do is to keep its legislation abreast of these initiatives, to 

insure that Calgarians can benefit from that diversity as fully as possible. 

We are finally getting composting programs! 

We are getting green bins soon! 

we are in the red zone!!! we have no ti me to loose! act now in all areas of sustainability. i went 

to a walk for arthritis yesterday: eau claire and the walk organizers were not collecting 

recyclables, offering tap water, reducing garbage packaging, or offering vegan meal 

alternatives, yet arthritis is an auto immune disorder, requiring a better living environment 

to manage it!!! 

We are increasing density withing the city, but we need to work better with the MD and the 

County to address sprawl outside of the city 

We are still far from celebrating in this domain 

We are very innovative and finding new ways to become sustainable.  We just need more of it. 
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We are working on waste issues through an excellent recycling program.  More green buildings 

and alternative energy are needed.  But increasing density is the best way to reduce our 

huge footprint which is very wasteful 

We are working to reduce spreading of our footprint. 

We can celebrate the added cost of being green. 

We do have citizens in Calgary who can lead the way in genuine change 

We do have very clean water, drinking water right our of taps. 

we do our part 

We do recycle but it could be refined. 

we have a great recycle program and we are bringing in composting. 

We have a really great waste treatment plant. 

We have a recycling program that's good. But we need to do more with diversifying our energy 

dependence. 

we have done our part 

We have great innovators 

We have made a start regarding waste reduction. We have made a small start to build inside 

the city's footprint..to reduce urban sprawl. 

We have many walkable communities being developed and our Transit system is getting 

greener 

We have much land and a wonderful lifestyle.  But I think we can increase density and reduce 

waste along with eating up all the wonderful farmland surrounding the city. 

We have programs to support the reduction of waste - recycling and composting. 

We have some excellent examples of good mixed use and liveable, connected neighbourhoods. 

We just need to continue to communicate the value of good sustainable design (and take 

on the NIMBYs). 

We have started a composting system.  Let's expand it. 

We have the largest footprint of any city in the world, use the most energy and create the most 

waste. Apparently we think we are progressive though. If Council continues to annex land 
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and build in the same way, we might as well just give up and forget about any kind of 

sustainability. 

We have the most sun and wind of almost anywhere in Canada and yet we have no solar or 

wind power.  Go figure. 

We live in one of the sunniest places in Canada and solar energy must be encouraged by all 

levels of government.  Density must be increased and one of the best ways to do that is 

through secondary suites, particularly near public transit.  Rooftop gardens and bee hives 

on office blocks, condos and in public spaces should be encouraged. 

We make good use of natural gas resources. 

We make tiny, tentative steps towards sustainability, but on big issues we are frozen. We need 

to change how we build homes, how we use land, how we get food, and how we get and 

use energy. 

We need green energy. 

We need some work on this.  Options for alternative energy can help educate people to new 

options and increase individual awareness and accountability around energy and 

sustainability. 

We need to curb our costly, sprawling way of building this city. It's the biggest drawback on any 

environment progress. Get people out of their cars, closer to the city centre, and make the 

city more walkable/cycle-able. 

We need to make developers pay the FULL COST of new subdivisions. 

We need to take a hard look at what we are throwing into the landfills, but the separation of 

waste is a good start. 

We need to use much more solar energy, improve transit, disallow renovation debris in the 

landfill sites. 

We now acknowledge we need sustainability.  Even 15 years ago that was not true. 

We should be all offered solar panels for our houses instead of getting taxed to death by the 

NDP. 
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We should celebrate that Calgary has experienced the very good fortune to reap the rewards of 

our earth, but should take a long hard look at the long-term impact due to our sole reliance 

on natural resources that may not be sustainable. 

We should celebrate the growing recognition of the importance of using a wide range of energy 

resources. 

We should revamp the City of Calgary development Dept.It is a bureaucratic disaster..All these 

suggested iniatives are wasteful. 

We're doing good with recycling but maybe it's time for more? 

We're the town of boom and bust, with a heavy reliance on big oil. I'd like to see more people 

take a longer view of sustainability and not just focussing on the current recession and 

getting the oil patch back to work. Let's recession-proof Calgary by investing in real 

alternatives to oil and gas. 

We're working hard to make sustainability work. 

We've got a lot of engineering/construction folks who can bridge the gap between ideas & 

reality (let's put them to work on it!). 

We've made some headway on all the items listed in this question.  Let's stay resolved to green 

our energy grid, build more LEED buildings, procure from local green suppliers, and provide 

incentives for reducing waste generated. 

What a joke- the biggest pig of natural resources really. 

What we should celebrate about Calgary is that we do incorporate sustainability into the 

conversation. It would be great if more green jobs were available. 

Where are the green compost bins we were supposed to get? 

Why do we have to pay a premium for green energy? It should be encouraged by reduced 

costs. 

Wind generated electricity for the CTrain. 

With  increased density we will find ways to use less energy 
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Thriving Populations 
 

Indigenous Peoples                   

Which of the following do you believe is the top priority for improving Calgary when 

it comes to Indigenous peoples? OPTIONS: Increase availability of Indigenous peoples 

services in addition to mainstream services, increase sense of cultural belonging and 

connection to Indigenous peoples identity, improve educational attainment levels, increase 

awareness of Indigenous people as part of Calgary’s landscape, support initiatives which 

foster cross-cultural education and awareness of Indigenous peoples history based on 

recommendations from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 

 

all above, but make sure education is not just a way to get people to conform to white ideas 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above and more 

all of the above plus housing first for urban indigenous with addiction and/or mental health 

issues 

All of the above! 

all of the above.  There is none that stand out. 

All of these areas are equally important; moreover, what the Indigenous people see as the 

priorities to assist their people to enjoy healthy, happy and successful lives. 

All the above 

Allow them to become more self reliant, remove dependency on federal welfare 

Already doing more than enough 

Another area where we talk a big story but there's no action and definitely zero results 

Ask the Indigenous people! Support initiatives which foster cross-cultural education and 

awareness of Indigenous peoples history based on recommendations from the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission. Seek ways to educate Calgarians about the tribes by ensuring 
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that they have a place in the governance of our city. (i.e., representation on council for each 

band). More native (local) art and designs in city structures/displays. 

Best to leave this to the Federal Government who said that this is their top priority according to 

our Prime Minister 

Better addiction and employment support 

Better education with regards to Addictions & far better access to help when necessary &/or 

needed 

Better integrate Indigenous peoples into the broader community. 

C'est bon 

change the federal rules so there is proper financial disclosure and accountability 

create a position on city council that is not tied to ward boundaries but rather a representative 

for the indigenous voice - guaranteeing them a seat at the table 

Create More opportunities for employment for indigenous people. Their high unemployment 

contributes if not causes the high levels of alcoholism and drug abuse. They need to learn to 

respect the women. Let's celebrate their accomplishments and not just that they are 

aboriginal. They need to start to contribute. They are a drag on Canadian society and that 

needs to change. 

create public partnerships between The City and nearby first nations - normalize the indigenous 

experience - we need to see more first nations represented at recreation centres, as police 

officers, as politicians ...etc. 

Decrease availability of Indigenous peoples services in addition to mainstream services 

decrease discriminatory practices that limit access to housing, services, and employment 

didn't like any of the choices 

Don't care 

DON'T molly-coddle the natives.  Make them independant, in the true sense of the term. 

Ensure that the parties that are responsible are held accountable for their treatment of Indians 

(of which I am one, and fully embrace the term). Stop shovelling money and deflecting 

blame. Start exposing leadership that becomes rich from being in government while their 
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constituents continue to live in abject poverty. Treat Indians equally, give them the right to 

own their own private property on reserves and make or break it on their own. 

Find and work with the many homeless and drunk indigenous people so that they can re-

integrate with their culture 

Foster cross-cultural education and awareness of our history 

Get the drug and alcohol abusers off the streets, so that regular citizens are not continually 

harassed 

get them off the reserves, into the cities, treat them like tax paying Canadians so they have a 

sense of worth and contribution 

Give Aboriginal Canadians the right to own property. 

Have someone monitor the money going into the reserves and where it is actually being spent 

and on what and whom. 

Help Indigenous people to look forward not backward.  What is their vision of the lifestyle of 

their children and grandchildren? 

Help integrate them into mainstream Canadian society...stop segregating them as  'special'. 

help them be more independent as soon the feds will stop giving them monthly cheques 

Help them integrate in society. 

Helping them make a clear decision as to whether or not they would like to be part of our 

society, not halfway between using our money but wanting to be alone. 

I am not aware of what city is actually doing for them. but the same indigenous homeless 

woman asks me for spare change every single day when I walk home from work. 

I believe we have many support services and the the indigenous people need to try and access 

them in a more responsible manner 

I can't say - I don't feel I'm sufficiently informed to have an opinion 

I don't care. I think they get enough 

I don't have enough knowledge on topic 

I don't think these programs help them 

I feel like we do enough for indigenous people already 
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I think Indigenous people need to examine living on reserves is in their best interests for 

improving their lives 

I think they get enough. 

I think we do too much already. 

improve indigenous government and how the chief distributes money and food given from 

government 

Increase opportunities for employment for native community. Now they have no purpose in 

live other than claim welfare. Work will give them self respect. 

Increase the ability for indigenous peoples to be more self-reliant, and less reliant on taxpayer 

funding - this would most likely need a multi-pronged approach. 

Increase the active leadership of indigenous people. More leaders in positions of influence from 

their own communities having a voice. 

Increase the participation of indigenous people in Calgary's workforce. 

Increased help for integration into city environment. 

increased rights 

Indigenous people are Canadians...why can they not be just Canadians like everyone else? 

Indigenous people need to learn to parent 

Indigenous people receive too much, as is; initiatives from the City are not required on this 

matter. 

Integrate as equals 

Integrate indigenous peoples into population without giving them extra assistance or job 

consideration over others. 

Integrate indigenous peoples into the mainstream. 

Integration 

Integration into the economy and society. 

it is no the city's place to deal with indigenous people, we already have the federal government 

doing that! 

job opportunities 

Less focus on the differences so more groups including Indigenous are included. 
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Let them come out from their reserves and live among us. 

Let them start paying taxes, education, etc. Cut off all the support. 

Maintain education paths which allow for legitimate entrance into post secondary facilities. 

Make them get jobs !! 

More integration. 

More research 

More research is needed 

Most all of the attempts for responsibility/accountability for funds transferred to them have 

been squashed.  This has to change. 

Most of above, but improving education needs to be culturally sensitive, not just trying to get 

people to fit the white model 

N/A 

N/A 

No comments 

no further actions required 

No idea 

No improvements needed 

No opinion 

no real thoughts on this 

No Response 

none of the above !  OK - Sense of belonging to the whole community v. separate cultures 

Not being aboriginal myself, I don't feel like I am in a place to prioritize the above which are all 

important. 

Not sure if this is even Calgary's role 

Not sure just know there are big issues on this front 

Nothing 

nothing 

Nothing 

nothing 
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nothing 

nothing they get a fat cheque for Trudeau monthly 

nothing, all peoples should be equal. 

Our indigenous people need to start taking more responsibility and stop making excuses.  I was 

sent away to a school because I was from an inner city poor household.  I hated it but don't 

blame it for who I am today. It was a different time and I believe the authorities thought 

they were doing the right thing.  We need to find a way to get our indigenous people to 

value education.  I came from a poor family that did not value school but I did and I broke 

the cycle of poverty. 

Provide opportunities to engage indigenous youth in activities that builds their abilities and 

confidence in being able to sustain themselves and others. 

provide support for them to be included 

push full integration into the city and get off reservations 

Remove reserve system and integrate the people to reduce addiction, crime, poverty issues. 

See below 

See below 

Send them away, maybe up north to their indigenous land? 

Sorry, after being reminded every day that we're on Treaty 7 land, I'm burned out of caring 

about this issue. I gave a care, but I am not out of cares to give. 

Start programs for Metis.  There are 10 times as many Metis here as FN yet there are 

ABSOLUTELY NO programs for Metis in this City.  40,000 of what have been called "the most 

discriminated against people in Canada" and still NO SERVICES.  Shameful. 

Stop being racist. 

Stop highlighting indigenous peoples as different and needing special attention. If we're to ever 

integrate diverse cultures pandering to the minority will never achieve a common objective 

of namely all being equal. 

Stop the city from developing on their land!!!, make the "Making of Treaty 7" mandatory for all 

schools to watch, have indigenous people teach indigenous studies in school, abolish racism 

in schools 
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Support healing from intergenerational trauma 

The attention on this group could be less. 

the city needs to make amends with indigenous people.  The TRC is great if healing is 

accomplished.  Still feel that depending on the person behind the TRC efforts some feel 

retaliative instead of healing. 

The whole situation needs to reverse to where Indigenous people are the decision makers, 

leaders, dominate economically, their culture is understood and respected. The "invasive 

peoples" recognize that we are living on Native land. 

There are 10 times more Metis living here than First Nations yet no-one knows this.  Metis 

continue to be the ignored Indigenous peoples in Calgary receiving only occasional public 

recognition - no festivals - minimal inclusion in the Stampede and "Metis Week" is horribly 

underfunded and not supported by local, provincial or federal staff or resources. 

There is little the city can or should do here. Needs to be tackled at the Federal level by striking 

a new deal with first nations. 

they make more money then I do. 

They need to be integrated to be main stream general population. They should not have special 

services or privileges. 

They should not be differentiated differently than any other group 

This is a Federal domain, not Civic. 

This is a list of effects, not policies. Cutting taxes would help achieve all these goals. High taxes 

and regulation prevents them all. 

This is Federal jurisdiction. Don't commit Calgary tax dollars to something the Feds are 

responsible for 

This problem is too big to try and put under a Calgary survey. 

This would and should be a question for indigenous people. As a Black Canadian I would not 

want nor need a person who has not shared my experience decising what I need. 

too much is being done already 

Treat Indigenous people the same as everyone else 

treat them the same as all Canadians 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 280 

Treat them the same. No special privileges 

We already do enough. 

We have some very hard working ones but way too many complain about things the people 

around them have nothing to do with their living standards. 

We need to move past the "Us vs Them" mentality when it comes to indigenous people. We are 

all in this together, so its time for all of us to be equal in the eyes of society. 

We should end the dependence of indigenous people on grants, they should be given their 

titles to their land and let them manage it. 

We simply need to be sure these people are treated as such (people) and given the resources 

they need to live a healthy happy life and the proper encouragement to make healthy 

choices. 

We support indigenous people enough through federal tax dollars. They have to realize that 

they are part of the solution and do more themselves to improve their standing rather than 

ask for more money. As well, they have to be show better accountability for the tax dollars 

spent. 

We've done enough 

work harder to make it acceptable for indigenous people to want to fully intergrate into 

Canadian society instead of wanting to remain isolated by their special status 

work with Feds to help them become productive citizens who give back to the community....not 

just take. 

Work with indigenous peoples to develop culturally appropriate supports 
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What should we celebrate about Calgary when it comes to Indigenous peoples? 

 

- more presentations where folks are acknowledging the land we are on - effort of 

collaborations between indigenous people - need to make sure these are lasting changes 

not "trendy" changes. 

? I've got nothing. They continue to be a very marginalized population- Their issues run so deep 

and so wide that I don't think there is only one solution 

A lot of them are beatin by police and thrown in jail. Shame on the cops 

A painful and long process with unexpected rewards in the doing. 

Ability to negotiate terms for the ring risd 

Aboriginal business, agencies and cultural services. Head Smashed in Buffalo Jump south of 

Calgary is a world class attraction. 

Aboriginal Friendship Centre is a strong resource. 

Aboriginal leadership especially with our youth! 

Alberta has a rich heritage of proud and accomplished native americans. Also, I feel that we can 

do better for those that slip through the cracks. 

ALL Canada needs to know they are Indigenous then after that they need to be 

mainstreamed...integrated into our CANADIAN culture. We as a nation can no longer afford 

the BILLIONS invested into  segment of people of our country that are not productive!! 

What do they contribute?? At least the world wide immigrants that came to this country in 

1906 or 2016 are aware they will have their cultural foods and language but they will pay 

and play just like rest of us Canada residents. We need young people educated and 

respectful of our laws -for all future citizens. They have lost the truism of "poor reservation" 

folks.. we have given and  given and all we hear is the court battles to settle 150 year old 

land disputes-- no more entitlements. Old news.. 

all of the above are important, but health care, good water, education etc should be the same 

as our regular services. 

All of the priorities in the previous question are important and necessary. 

Allow them to decide 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 282 

Always suspicious of so called leaders that use the term:  'My people.'  Nothing is more 

discriminatory and self-serving. Also, let's get away from the term 1st Nations and instead 

(more accurately) refer to those that were here before 'us' as 'previous nations.' 

Are more visible at different places 

at freedom world 

At the beginning of many events I have attended, there is now recognition and thanks to the 

Indigenous peoples of the Treaty 7 land we are all on and share.  More awareness of and 

the consequences of the treatment of the Indigenous peoples in the Residential Schools. 

Better, wider recognition recently of Calgary's presence on unceded land. But systemic racism is 

a terrible force here and there is little to "celebrate" about it at the moment. 

big hole here 

Bow Valley College has a great centre, but needs to advertise it more and have more 

community outreach. 

Calgarians have an excellent awareness of indigenous peoples". 

Calgary can not celebrate anything here. There continues to be a negative stigma around 

indigenous people and there shouldn't be! 

Calgary could care less about aboriginal people- they are more concerned about bringing in 

Immigrants from other countries than they are about the first citizens of Canada. 

Calgary does not have the problem of Regina regarding Indigenous people. It must be doing 

something right. Continually looking for ways to improve the lives of Indigenous people will 

make things even better. 

Calgary does very little to promote its indigenous history and should do a lot more. It needs to 

become a focal point and build to integrate that history and cultural awareness into daily 

living. While certain organizations do a decent job recognizing our indigenous people, this 

needs to be more widespread. 

Calgary has a great Aboriginal Canadian community that has more opportunities than almost 

any other place on the planet. 

Calgary has a great sense of indigenous past and native peoples cultures are celebrated in a 

range of ways. (Museum exhibits, stampede events ect.) When it comes to everyday living 
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for these people, not just in Calgary but across the country they just need a sense of 

belonging. These people have been getting screwed and pushed aside for centuries, 

residential schools and reservations have made a repressed people and when you read 

about events like Attiwapiskat it should shine a light on exactly the problems that have been 

forced upon these people. We need to ensure a sense of belonging and inclusion in the lives 

of EVERYBODY! 

Calgary has a long and dignified association with aboriginal peoples. In particular, they have 

always been shown dignity with their inclusion in the Calgary Stampede, in particular. 

Calgary has a racism problem. Working in the inner city there is not a day that goes by where I 

do not hear disparaging remark against aboriginal peoples. Aboriginal populations are over 

represented in the homeless population and in the child welfare system. It was only a few 

years ago that our public school even taught about residential schools. Until the blatant 

racism and xenophobia is addressed these situations will not improve. 

Calgary in general is very welcoming to all cultures and nationalities. Like the short story Stone 

Soup, with more variety, the better. 

Calgary is open to learning and open to changing their views about indigenous peoples. 

Calgary is proud of its cultural heritage and the indigenous peoples that have so much to teach 

us all. 

Calgary is surrounded by very rich, beautiful indigenous cultures. 

Calgary shows a large support for the Indigenous people. Unfortunately there is a small group 

within this culture that create more negative opinions than The City can offset. 

Calgary Stampede & United Way 

Calgary Stampede showcases them and their culture. 

Calgary will continue with what is right regarding the recommendations brought forward by the 

Truth and Reconcilliation Commission. 

Canada's indigenous people don't get murdered and dumped in our local rivers - most likely 

because they're too clear and the bodies would be discovered quickly. 

Canada's indigenous peoples are an important part of our heritage. Let's not dwell on negative 

past, but celebrate the positive. 
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Casinos ?????? 

Celebrate and create more activities around the city. 

celebrate places like Pathways that serve aboriginal people in our urban population not the 

immediate nations of Alberta (Blackfoot, Morley, etc...) 

Celebrate the achievements and contributions of I dig enjoys people. 

Celebrate the achievements of indigenous people… and encourage the progress of others.   Do 

not remove the names of bridges such as Langevin bridge - such as city council is 

considering in order to provide cheap, lip service to the TRC.. do something meaningful for 

the health and wellbeing of those indigenous people who still live with the effects of 

residential schools… such as opening a safe injection site.. increasing access to other 

addiction services.. and funding/ opportunities for increased intervention and support from 

their own elders 

Celebrate the inclusion of ALL people in all events, community functions. 

Celebrate, highlight and teach about the culture and it's history. But support more integration 

of indigenous people getting education and entering the workforce. No reason to see 

homeless indigenous people in downtown. 

Citizens are becoming increasingly aware of the double standard that has existed between 

indigenous peoples & others. That's the first step. 

Collaborate with Tsuu T'Ina on market ready tourism experiences that showcase and promote 

Indigineous ways of life.  By promoting growth opportunities, we can strengthen pride and 

help overcome past injustices.  But, the key is to focus on celebrating a rich cultural past to 

move forward to a brighter future. Being anchored to past injustices entrenches a cycle of 

further dislocation and despair.  Let's move forward. 

Community organizations are making an effort to implement recommendations of the Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission. 

Compared to some cities Calgary is more accepting of Indigenous People 

Cross-Cultural Art Initiatives CADA Artsdance. 

Cultural events and festivals that promote diversity such as Cari fest. 
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Despite the great progress with TRC and the new federal government commitment to 

indigenous people, there is a need to overcome us/them and focus on how to celebrate and 

integrate indigenous culture. More legacy education, culturally sensitive awareness and 

practices as well as addressing the trans generational trauma is needed. 

Don't know 

During the Calgary Stampede their cultural heritage is celebrated 

Education is the solution but it will take time. Still we must educate indigenous people if they 

are to break out of the culture of co-dependence that we have created together over the 

last 150 years. 

Encourage Indigenours to take more education and provide more opportunity for them. 

Encourage the teachings of Indigenous peoples history in our education and further our respect 

for their cultures. Improve their rights and freedoms and respect their land which we have 

promised and given to them. 

Events like the Peace Walk for Indigenous Truth and Reconciliation 

Every speech the Mayor makes now mentions that we are on Treaty land. 

Federal government is to direct how Indigenous peoples access Canadian society.  Why do city 

officials want to identify and treat Indigenous people differently than other persons that 

might need Social Assistance?  Why does society in general want to create different 

categories of "people in need"? 

Festivals and awareness activities.new indian village at Stampede 

General diversity of population and acceptance of culture 

Get rid of reserves and integrate native Canadians into the mainstream. 

good indigenous awareness training available for those who choose to take it. 

good indigenous awareness training for those who choose to take it & pay attention 

good question. the only time we celebrate their culture is a Stampede. otherwise I have never 

seen city have done anything about it. at least these events were not heavily promoted. 

Government has allow means for Indigenous people to remain together and maintain their 

culture. However they have not been able to progress their culture, community, take 

advantage of higher education, 
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Great awareness in Calgary schools 

great personalities 

growing awareness about Indigenous peoples and culture 

Growing focus on recognizing the indigenous history in our city and the role the people should 

play in our future 

Happy that they're a significant part of Calgary's history and culture. 

Having our native peoples participate in the Stampede Parade in large numbers is not, in my 

mind, an accurate reflection of the realities of their lives.  Our native peoples are generally 

marginalized and are still in the throes of the aftermath of the residential school system.  

There is no easy answer but I believe inclusion and education, for both our native peoples 

and non-natives, would help.  As a 72 year old non-native, I was not educated on our 

indigenous peoples or their history and damage done to them by the various levels of 

governments and churches.  The history of our native peoples must be taught as part of 

Canadian history and must be accurate and truthful, as ugly as that is. 

Hearing a lot of 7th Treaty talk in public presentations. 

Help to eliminate alcoholism and drug addiction among indigenous peoples. Make them more 

responsible for they way they treat their females. Stop pretending they are valued 

contributors to our economy. they are free loaders. 

Historical events related to indigenous people. 

Honour the talks. move forward. 

How incredible indigenous people are, but it's hard to find things to celebrate when all a 

majority of calgarians do is judge or tear them down when they were here first.. 

I am not sure that celebrate is the correct word, but we are starting to recognize that we are all 

treaty people and have a clear responsibility to correct the sins of the past.  The Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission gives us some direction as to how to live up to our 

responsibilities and we need to have strong leadership from all levels of government to 

work toward improving our relationship with indigenous people. 

I am sure you mean First Nations 
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I believe Calgary bends over backwards in this department - If any improvements are necessary, 

it would be more in the area of "addictions" help 

I believe indigenous peoples are recognized and well respected. The downside is the things 

these people have gone through in the past centuries, it has made them a troubled race and 

in turn they are seen as such and just like anyone who feels they are treated differently they 

don't always follow the right path. 

I believe the city is committed to creating an environment of respect for Indigenous peoples. 

I believe they have held themselves equally apart from 'us' but both sides see the time is right 

to talk and tackle issues together. 

I can think of nothing.  I don't feel Calgary has much to celebrate in relation to caring for the 

indigenous population in the city and near by 

I celebrate the visibility and news coverage the Native people are getting as they attempt to 

confront and get past the many grievances and indignities they have suffered from a 

continuous stream of indifferent governments, Federal, Provincial and Municipal. I look 

forward to greater integration with our societies while maintaining respect for each others 

cultural differences.  I only wish we would treat them as well as we treat recent immigrants, 

that we don't is an embarrassment. 

I do not see the same degree of visible social problems and dysfunction in CAlgary's relationship 

with indigenous peoples as I do in other Canadian cities, but that could be due the inherent 

bias built into to my own patterns of travel around CAlgary as compared to being a visitor in 

these other cities 

I don't feel that any of the items above have really hit the nail on the head.  Perhaps all of the 

above is require plus the ability for people to tell their story, to feel heard, and to move past 

the pain.  Generations of abuse physical, sexual, and mental have left a huge negative 

impact on indigenous people.  You see and feel the pain daily if you ride the LRT or get off at 

any of the stops from Chinook to 6st SW.  It's not that I have the answer perhaps they need 

a real home grown hero and leader to help them with this.  I get a sense there is a general 

lack of trust from the outside...and don't blame them. 
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I don't have an answer for this question. My family is partly First Nations, and it hasn't been 

that long that people could say on the census that they claim partial First Nations Heritage. 

Previously, it was "Are you Aboriginal or Not?" 

I don't hear a lot about what Calgary does. Perhaps more research into what their needs really 

are? 

I don't know but we need more research on how we can serve them better. 

I feel most Calgarians are aware of the indigenous people in and around our community and are 

supportive of many actions to help this collective group to secure a productive future.. 

I find it quite shameful how they are treated. 

I have a hard time thinking of anything 

I have learned so much from out first people. Education is key! 

i have no opinion 

I have seen indication of increased awareness of Calgary's indigenous people but the constant 

acknowledgement that we are on Treaty Seven land may start to ring hollow after a time. 

Better education of the history, culture, traditions, beliefs, etc, of indigenous people would 

be more interesting and leave a more lasting impression. 

I have two mixed heritage nieces with full status.  They are of two minds, one is to stay on the 

reserve and take advantage of all the "entitlements" the Indians already get, or go off-

reserve and work for a living.  They are both doing well, however the off-reserve niece 

seems to have a much better attitude towards life, and doesn't seem to have nearly the 

'persecution' complex the on-reserve niece has.        My point is that Indians are already well 

served despite all one hears and probably would be better off if they didn't get nearly as 

many freebies as they currently do.      Supporting this little theory is that the on-reserve 

niece's husband (also of mixed Polynesian, Cowichan, and English heritage with status both 

in Hawaii and Canada) works off-reserve and is a stable, family oriented man.  All three of 

these people are quite well educated which helps. 

I personally feel that as a city we have made a lot of progress towards removing the stigma 

from those with indigenous heritage. We have a long way to go, but we have taken some 

key steps. 
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I personally have no way to learn nor to interact with indigenous ppl, I'm a total ignorant of 

their culture because I don't have any access to them 

I put no opinion as I don't really have a good sense of how Calgary stacks up relatively speaking.  

Generally, I think it is important we reduce the us/them feelings and practices currently 

existing 

I recently participated in two 'Jane's Walks', one that celebrated aboriginal culture and one that 

focused on planning with the aboriginal community.  The first was on Nose Hill; those 

attending had an opportunity to participate in drumming and native story near the 

medicine circle.  The second focused on generations of negotiation related to the Ring Road 

and the Weaselhead.  I walked away more knowledgeable.  I walked away wishing there 

were more opportunities for all ages to gain understanding and to become aware of history.  

I wonder how much of this local history is taught in our schools.  I wonder how many local 

groups offer public lectures related to our Indigenous peoples. 

I still believe there is a lot to be done rather than celebrating within this domain. 

I think Calgary tries to incorporate indigenous persons 

I think Indegenous people need to integrate into the rest of society. 

I think that we need to acknowledge our past before we can reconcile a future together. There 

is too much "otherness" going on when we discuss First Nations people. Clinics like the 

Elbow River Healing Lodge are a start towards providing the connectedness that belongs 

within and between this community. 

I think we are doing an okay job at increasing awareness and fostering understanding and 

connection.  I cannot rank us as high on that simply because no city is at a point where this 

isn't an issue anymore.  But I do think we are on the right path. 

I think we do OK. This is a federal level issue and until native people are considered or brought 

into the mainstream levels of the rest of Canada i.e. taxes, jobs, self reliance not 

government oversight we can not expect any changes to the native situation. People can 

still maintain their culture but people including natives have to become part of the 

mainstream society. 
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I think we have a lot of room for improvement in Canada and Calgary when it comes to working 

with and integrating first nations communities. 

I think we try to include and recognize the Indigenous community in our every day lives. 

I truly do not know enough on the Indigenous people who live in mainstream society to 

comment on this. 

I work with indigenous people.  All they want is to be treated the same as everyone else.  They 

are proud to be Canadian.  They should be forced to send their kids to school like everyone 

else so that the kids have a chance to break the poverty cycle. We should all be pushing for 

the reforms in policy that give them a level playing field. 

I would ask what they have to celebrate. 

If I knew what the recommendations from the Truth and Reconciliation Commissions were, I 

might have chosen it as a priority. When Indigenous peoples are accepted freely as equal 

participants in our society, and when Indigenous peoples themselves feel that they are seen 

as equal participants in our society, then there will be great cause to celebrate! 

I'm not aware that the city does anything especially well or unique in regards to Indigenous 

peoples issues 

I'm not aware that the city has done anything unique, or particularly well to address this issue. 

I'm not sure... there is a lot of racism when it comes to Indigenous people and a huge lack of 

awareness of their culture and history. 

Improved recognition and integration in most aspects of the community. 

Including Blackfoot street names in the new development near COP is a good way to recognize 

the Indigenous history of this area. 

inclusion 

Inclusion of Indigenous peoples as part of Calgary/Alberta's heritage and future. 

Inclusion of indigenous traditions at some events. 

Incorporating their culture at events such as the Stampede 

Increasing integration of indigenous peoples within many areas of society and good access to 

affordable education and training 

indigenous acknowledgement day 
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Indigenous culture and awareness is rooted in the CBE curriculum. Thus children who complete 

their schooling in Calgary are knowledgeable concerning Indigenous history and culture 

indigenous individuals and groups are being included in formal and ceremonial functions 

throughout the city on a more regular basis. 

Indigenous involvement in the arts 

Indigenous people are part of our mainstream culture, it is good to see them in our city. 

Indigenous people have good access to education, medication and preferential jobs. What 

more could you as for? 

Indigenous people in Calgary are the most invisible group of minorities.  We have a long way to 

go here. 

Indigenous peoples are plenty of resources if they want them. 

Indigenous programming at Western Canada SS. 

Indigenous youth who finish school and university. 

Inviting the Indigenous peoples into Calgary is not enough. Our ability to integrate with them, 

while respecting their ways and culture needs to be done more. After working on a project 

focused on Indigenous youth in Calgary, we are failing. There are absolutely things to be 

celebrated, but we don't even take the time to know the culture enough to understand 

what they might be. 

IP's are not only part of our history but part of our culture and social fabric.  They make us 

whole. 

Isn't this a federal responsibility? 

It's great that children are being taught about it in school so that they can learn to help and not 

discriminate 

It's hard to celebrate this: the racism is palpable (I can feel it and I'm white!).  I'd go farther than 

"cross-cultural education" and say we really need some actual contact.  And while we, as 

the dominant white population, need to take responsibility for the chaos we've wrought 

upon native cultures, I think it's destructive to approach relations only from that angle.  

There needs to be contact & conversation on a neighbour-to-neighbour basis, as equals.  (& 
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there needs to be much more done to integrate natives into the general workforce, since 

that is the place we are most likely to relate to them as individuals.) 

It's sad to see such a large population of First Nations peoples in our homeless population. It's a 

bit of an issue no one seems to really want to tackle, but our citizens and tourists notice 

these people milling around downtown and have to wonder why in a city with so much 

wealth so many have been left behind. 

Just go to East Village and you'll see. The pan-handlers and junkies need additional support so 

that they can be integrated into mainstream society. Do something now. 

Let's see what Tsuu Tina does with all its wealth being generated as a result of the ring road 

deal. 

Like most other places we pay lip service to them, but still treat them like crap.How does living 

in THIRD WORLD SQUALOR help indigenous children get a good start on life? Start with 

where and how we force them to live! 

Lots of leaders available who could advocate and make changes from within. 

Lots of opportunities for anyone who wants to take advantage of them. 

Lots to celebrate, but it is limited opportunity to shine and there are too many stereotypical 

views of Indigenous people. 

Making Treat 7 

Making Treaty 7 

Making Treaty 7 project, art galleries that show and support Indigenous works. 

Many aboriginal folks in basic, ordinary, contributing jobs. 

Many champions.  Tom Jackson,Mel Benson, Casey Eaglespeaker, etc 

Many have integrated into the city just like other cultural groups. I have a good aboriginal 

friend - she lives for the present and future, doesn't dwell on the misjustices of the past. 

MAny of the rights of Indigenous peoples are respected 

Many organizations embracing an indigenous lens 

Many roads named and treaty 7 becoming more branded 

Many treaty nations in our area. 

Metis and tsuu tina reserve should be involved in city wide celebrations, and more often. 
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Missing Sisters March is the single most important piece of activism in this city. Enough is 

enough, it's time for a change! 

More agencies and officials are acknowledging Indigenous peoples as part of mainstream 

culture  Major Nenshi is acknowledging the importance of Indigenous history and 

contribution. 

More and more people are aware of the atrocities of the residential schools and we are able to 

open a dialogue about them with one another and with our children. i am a school teacher 

and every year, more of my students come to the discussion with previous knowledge. This 

is reassuring for our society in that we can all approach the inter generational trauma and 

try to understand it. 

More and more, the city is bringing Aboriginal voices into the decision making processes 

(planning, development, conservation, etc.) 

more in our jails than most races---celebrate?? 

Most Calgarians have great respect for them 

mostly  a  failure   to  meet  reality  we  aren't  different  enough  to  continue  hatred! 

Mount Royal University's indigenization initiatives seem pretty cool. I also see a number of 

organizations hosting events and implementing new policies around the TRC findings, which 

is great. Also very cool that a Calgary-made documentary, nominally about reconciliation, 

won best documentary at the AMPIA Awards - Elder in the Making! 

Mount Royal University's Iniskim Centre 

naming roads after indigenous peoples incorporating indigenous peoples into the Calgary 

Stampede Traditions 

National Awareness Day/Week celebrations, centres for Indigenous people which respect the 

culture and needs of aboriginal peoples. The adoption of the Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission recommendations by so many people and organizations. 

No celebration- this is a Canadawide issue 

no celebration, disgusting the way the city employees talk to the indigenous folks, yes, I have 

heard it, spoke up, and was told by city employee to 'mind your own business'  This fellow 

should be fired! 
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no comment 

No comment 

No comments 

No comments. 

No idea - I do not hear or see much information about the situation in Calgary. 

No opinion 

No sure 

Not knowledgeable enough to comment on this subject 

Not many positives to report other than support for Aboriginal week - otherwise rather dismal 

results at all levels of government. 

Not much 

Not much 

Not much other than the occasional ceremonial event. 

Not much presently.On the positive side, I think people want things to improve. 

Not much to celebrate. On a recent trip to Chile I was impressed by the way they honor and 

include indigenous people and their culture into mainstream arts and entertainment, city 

planning and architecture. A good model. 

not much, education and employment is the key - not ineffective and wasteful social programs 

not sure 

Not sure 

Not sure. Heritage Park seems to be focusing more on the harmonious relationship of First 

Nations and early, early settlers. That's cool. 

Not sure? 

nothing 

nothing 

Nothing - I've witnessed horrible treatment of Indigenous people too many times. 

Nothing - we need to improve the lives of indigenous people. 
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Nothing except you have asked the question so I feel that you already think it is a major 

problem.A picture is worth a thousand words, just take a look outside the downtown library 

any daytime (except when its time for the transit police to visit)Its a pathetic picture. 

Nothing much ..Until we and they face up to the mismanagement/dishonesty/patronage  

systems on the reservations we will not improve the situation.How about sexual abuse on 

the reservations.Give the natives title to their own homes.. 

Nothing! 

Nothing, we treat indigenous people as badly as anyone else. 

Nothing. 

Nothing. 

Nothing. Handing out money to those who do not work for it just increases dependency on the 

handouts 

Nothing. I believe we should get the children away from the reserves and teach them to be self 

sufficient. Too many end up in jail and too many have drug and alcohol issues 

Nothing. I'm not aware that we do an especially good job with indigenous issues 

Nothing. The City has a heritage that include Native Canadians and that is fostered enough at 

present. The Federal Government is the one with the issue in allowing Indigenous affairs to 

get to the deplorable state it is now. 

Nothing. This is a racist cesspool of a city when it comes to FN people where police excel at 

prejudice and citizens excel at hate. 

Nothing. We are doing a terrible job of just treating our Indigenous peoples as equal and 

worthwhile citizens. 

Nothing.Serious integration problems. 

Nowadays, indigenous peoples are treated with more respect than they used to receive. 

Offer cultural diversity and history 

Oil companies!  Major oil companies have Aboriginal employment programs that work to 

employ indigenous people. 

Ok....forget the indigenous crap......we are all equals! 
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One good thing is Arts Dance, other than that not much at all, not until all Calgarians know that 

they are on indigenous land and this knowledge informs all policy and decision making on 

civic and municipal levels. 

Only Calgary's Indigenous population is qualified to answer this 

Our efforts and many and the actual people need to utilize them in a more positive manner for 

these offerings to be effective! 

Our embarrassing recognition of first nations and couture T pandering 

Our federal government is spending huge resource in this direction. It has been decided. Our 

province and City admin need to just fall in behind this and contribute to what will deliver 

on work plan set up by feds. 

Our historic ties and co-operation. 

Our intentions are honourable? 

Our relationship with our indigenous neighbours. 

Overall Calgary recognizes and supports indigenous peoples 

overall good relationships among all persons 

Passionate activists making a difference. 

Post-secondary institutions are making an effort to meet the needs of Indigenous students. 

presence of indigenous culture in place names, civic art, 

Profile at Heritage Park & Stampede 

Profile First Nations at cultural events such as Calgary Stampede. 

Proximity and access to many Indigenous cultural activities and historical areas of significance. 

Proximity to reservation  lands 

Racism! 

REally?  you can't give a person something they don't want.  this group is no different than any 

other minority, including me - an old, retired white woman. 

Recent awareness. Growing up I only knew tribe names and that they used to live in tepees. 

Recently the arts community has been providing a lens into the first nations and celebrating 

their contribution to the history and culture of the city 

Recognition that this population is over-represented in poverty, homelessness and child welfare 
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Recognition that we are on Treaty 7 lands at almost all public events now. 

Recognizing we are on traditional Treaty 7 land is a start. 

Reconciliation policy about aboriginal people. 

REDx Talks 

remember they were here first... 

Rich cultural & artistic heritage. 

Sad it is only when the stampede is on that indigenous people are recognized.  There needs to 

be a concerted effort from all parties to have all people feel inclusive. 

Schools teaching students about them so they don't do the same thing. 

Sectors that are implementing TRC recommendations. 

Seems like more and more is happening with the Truth and Reconciliation recommendations. I 

know that I have learned a lot. 

Should celebrate the fact the Indigenous people where here first 

Should continue to celebrate that their ability to live in this environment and learn to 

incorporate that sense of living with nature into our 21st century lives. 

Slowly, a realization creeps in about what must be done to include. Corporate Calgary as usual 

with social initiatives, lags far behind. 

Some are gainfully employed and pay their dues to society. 

Some indigenous  people have chosen to make Calgary home. 

Some issues have been addressed but a long way to go 

Some make it to university. 

Some of the items above, though great, are beyond the purview of a local government. I 

believe, as a community we can make Indigenous people feel like they belong and have an 

important role and part to play the day to day workings of this city. 

Sorry, I don't support any further initiatives or resources directed to this cause.  It's time that 

they make their own destinies, looking forward - based on their own merits and efforts, and 

not rely on the crutch from the past.  Far too easy to depend on "hand-outs"; however, 

there's no incentive to grow under this approach. 
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Srsly, they were treated badly in the past, now there are myriad of programs exclusively for 

them.  They have beautiful art 

stampede 

Stampede 

Stampede has always been excellent at highlighting and celebrating indigenous people, so that 

the average Canadian (and visitors from around the world) can see learn to better 

understand the proud indigenous heritage and culture that are such an integral part of 

Stampede. 

Stampede is respectful of indigenous peopkes 

Stampede shows culture to the world. 

Starting to work together with city rather than in a silo. 

Still a long way to go 

Stop coddling indigenous people. They need to take responsibility for their own actions....stop 

blaming the ancestors for their issues. I had nothing to do with "taking your land" or I am 

not the reason for the drug and alcohol problems. It is all personal choice 

Support services 

Thanks to Federal and Provincial legislation (the provincial less than 30 years old) you can no 

longer have "No Indians" signs on businesses. 

That programs do exist to help Indigenous people, specifically, and allow them to be helped in 

traditional ways. 

That the Indigenous community offers many opportunities to the city to participate and benefit 

from their culture. 

That there are opportunities for indigenous people in Calgary to improve their lives and find 

success, just like everyone else. 

That they can work and be educated as much as anyone else. 

That they continue to be increasingly self sufficient and take care of their peoples' needs on the 

reservations. 

That they continue to survive regardless of our ignorance, racism, and neglect 

That they survive. 
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That we all be treated equally. 

That we are a community of many people. 

That we have indigenous people living in Calgary and people who are coming to appreciate 

indigenous people and their experience 

That we have support systems located at the post-secondaries which help aboriginal peoples 

seeking education.  We should celebrate how much they are part of our history and culture 

and the achievements of individuals. 

That we offer them help in parts of their life that they can not control. 

That we weren't here first 

The Aboriginal Friendship Centre; Aspen's reconciliation project; that indigenous peoples have 

managed to survive in Calgary in the face of racism.   The lose of CUAI was really 

unfortunate. 

The annual Stampede showcase the Indigenous peoples.  More important for its own people to 

lead the cross culture initiative. 

The ArtsDance initiative is very exciting! 

The City has been reaching out to tribes such as the Tsuu T'ina Nation with opportunities such 

as job posting and the mayor has met with band members.  Please note - I've graded 

Calgary low not because I feel that as a City we are doing worse than any other city, but 

because we have all failed to address the treatment of indigenous people and the 

undercurrent of racism that is a part of our culture. 

The city is very diverse and it is very good 

The City of Calgary are fair based employers and include Indigenous peoples in every aspect of 

their operation and are creating valued trust in this relationship that does not exist 

throughout the community. 

The City's Aboriginal Policy and committee 

The community events and programs that do exist and need to be further supported and 

recognized. 
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The completion of a the comprehensive truth and reconciliation report- which we should start 

implementing the recommendations. The only way to deal with entrenched racism is 

through education, and advocacy. 

The Elbow River Healing Lodge is a best practice approach to Indigenous health. 

The fact that they are part of our community & our history. While it has been overdue the fact 

we continue to try to work towards a better tomorrow for all people is an excellent first 

step. 

The first question: How would you grade Calgary when it comes to Indigenous peoples? doesn't 

make any sense.  We should celebrate some efforts made at federal, provincial and 

municipal level to acknowledge and promote the aboriginal culture however I consider 

these are still to shy. 

the Grey eagle Casino which is supported by Calgary's population provides job opportunities for 

Indigenous peoples.  The University of Calgary is continuing to encourage higher education 

for Indigenous peoples. 

The indigenous people themselves and the efforts they have made. 

The Indigenous People themselves, their strength and perseverance. We however as a city and 

a larger society have a very long way to go. 

The Iniskim Centre at Mount Royal University and the Aboriginal initiatives at Bow Valley 

College. 

The integration of First Nations culture, education, and practice in many of our businesses and 

agencies. I've been proud to work at agencies in Calgary that have elders consult on a 

regular basis, and integrate aboriginal culture into programming as a matter of policy. 

The many different opportunities to learn and experience aspects of indigenous culture 

The many levels of co-operation between local first nations and the general public. 

The Mayor attends events and appears to support Indigenous peoples! 

The Mayor's continued reference to us being on Treaty 7 lands when making public addresses. 

the most opportunities I've seen than other locations across Canada 

The names of streets and public buildings show that their presence and contributions have not 

been ignored. 
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The Native Centre at the UofC is doing a good job bringing students in from reserves while in 

high school to help them become comfortable at the institution. 

The new "Indian Vilage" @ Stampede? *sarcasm* 

The on-going efforts that are being made to address this intractable issue 

The partnership of U of C with Old Sun College on the Tsuu T'ina Reserve. 

The philanthropic initiative of places like Grey Eagle. 

The privilege of living on Native land. 

The programs at the Sheldon Chumir including the healing lodge are wonderful examples of 

respect for our Indigenous peoples 

The programs that are available to support the indigenous peoples 

The reserve borders the city.  Opportunities on and off reserve for them unlike other reserves 

The reserve system has proven over and over again that it doesn't work. Integrate the 

indigenous people to reduce their issues and save the taxpayers money. 

The Stampede offers a lot of programming relating to Indigenous people, and is a great entry 

way into the culture (as weird as that sounds). 

The strong support and level of service available to those who wish to participate; the help 

available. 

The strong, vibrant Aboriginal arts community, activism and events (e.g. RedX talks) 

the successes of many of the Indigenous people highlighting this to change the stero-types 

many people have 

The support for indigenous learners is better than it was in the past. 

The T&R commission is a good start to hopefully starting to fix this very complex problem. 

The top priority should be to address racism in Calgary towards Indigenous people. 

The traditions/spiritual background that they bring as the First Nation, something to display and 

be proud of. 

The transformative experience of Making Treaty 7 and the Truth and Reconciliation Report 

demonstrated how far we need to go to learn our own history and relationship to first 

nations peoples.  We have wonderful first nations leaders and citizens, we need to know 

more to celebrate them and fight persistent stereotypes. 
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The Truth and Reconciliation Commission - increased public awareness is good. Now we need 

to integrate this into action, where everyone knows the role(s) they can play. 

The wonderful theatre production "Making Treaty 7" should be seen by everyone in Calgary. 

Their beautiful cultural  displays during Stampede 

Their contribution in many cultural and social should continue to be celebrated and 

acknowledged. 

their history is our history 

Their involvement in high profile events like Stampede and Spruce Meadows 

Their knowledge. They are willing to share it and we have an amazing opportunity to learn from 

it. 

Their language and culture - such as celebrated at the Calgary Stampede and Kainai Indian Days 

Their rich culture and history a bit part of the history of Calgary. 

There appears to be more opportunities to understand indigenous history that there was in the 

past. 

There are a lot of services available, but making a culture based on literacy more accessible to a 

people from an oral tradition requires more than simply designing a program and putting up 

a poster. Education is the new buffalo, providing food, shelter and a cultural foundation. 

The question is, are we making those educational opportunities culturally appropriate? 

There are a number of FNMI initiatives at post-secondary institutions which is great. I look 

forward to the Alberta Education folks creating an effective and helpful curriculum for grade 

school students, which I know they are starting to do. 

There are many culturally specific services available. 

There are many indigenous individuals in Calgary and not all have access to what is needed by 

each person.   Unfortunately, there is still a negative stigma still exists.  Calgary has always 

supported indigenous, aboriginal, immigrant peoples.  Inclusion as part of celebrations or 

Stampede is one thing bringing awareness and it would be great to see these people as part 

of our City Council in an advisory role.  We need to get past the great outfits of a celebration 

and look at people individually. 

There are not enough agencies serving indigenous people in Calgary. 
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There are numerous very successful indigenous people and businesses in Calgary. The very 

small minority who are drunk and disorderly are a black mark on the city to tourists who see 

them on the CTrain. 

There are several programs and service supporting this group 

There are so many organization to assist, but so much more can be done. 

There are some that have managed to fit in very nicely in different work environments! 

There are some very committed people that are working hard to close the gap and increase the 

sense of belonging that indigenous people have in Calgary. A great deal more work needs to 

be done. 

There have been some great reconciliation conversations/initiatives over the past couple of 

years 

There is a genuine appreciation for authentic Indigenous culture. 

There is a lot of work to be done here, I don't see much to celebrate. All the time I see first 

hand how poorly indigenous people can be treated here and we must work to improve this. 

There is no reason to celebrate. 

There is nothing to celebrate about our indigenous people, who are virtually invisible in this city 

which I found astounding - coming from Saskatchewan. 

There is so much of their culture that affects our area, it is good to see mainstream things 

named after their historical figures. 

There is so much racism towards Indigenous peoples in this city; and is definitely unique to this 

city. 

There is some presence of indigenous people within the city and it is welcomed by many 

sectors. 

There is support for Indigenous peoples through various organizations. 

There is too much prejudice in the city population against First Nations people and that is 

disgraceful - no one should have to live with discrimination 

There needs to be more time spent creating winners instead of wailing about being victims.  In 

the end, only self actualization and confidence will allow Indigenous peoples to reach their 

potential. 
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They add a  great deal to the cross cultural population of our city and we should make every 

effort to accept them who they are and what they represent. 

They are a good people.  Let's help them help themselves. 

They are a part of our society 

They are an important part of our city's culture/history/business. 

They are our country's heritage and we should celebrate them.  But we need to quit giving 

them handouts all the time.   we are just enabling them. 

They are part of the Human race, should be treated just like anyone else. 

They are part of the local, provincial and national conversation in a way I haven't seen before. 

They are respected as they should be 

they are well cared for the get lots of money from the feds we don't get any 

They aren't ghettoized 

they arentg real people 

They do so many crimes 

They exist 

they get everything for free already 

they have many services and lots of free money 

they have places to live 

they have the opportunity to live off the reserve 

they make more money doing nothing than me working 

They should celebrate the non-indigenous people 

They survived being conquered and survived being oppressed by the Catholic Church in 

residential schools. 

This is a very complex problem. A good place to start would be educating non-Indigenous 

people in the history and culture of Calgary's indigenous people. The racism I've witness 

here is shocking. 

This is traditional Treaty Seven territory, more recognition of this may lead to more respect and 

compassion. 
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This list is important  I see more indiginous stoeries on CBC - good for CBC! I cheer when I hear 

of an indigenous success story. We hire indigenous workers to do carpentry, plumbing, 

electrical and piano tuning. 

Tolerance and understanding. 

touchy subject...nationwide so many options are given but so few seem to take advantage of 

any that lead to integration and prosperity 

TRC and other policies (UN rights) are enshrined and need to be worked with in a sustained way 

now - there is a new era ahead... 

Try to get them in school. 

Tsuu Tina development proposal south of the Glenmore Resevoir along the SW ring road looks 

promising.  It'd be nice to have formal representation on city coucil and some fashion 

formally in the provincial legislature. 

Twenty-something Indigenous people are more assertive and find ways to participate in more 

parts of Calgary activities. 

UBUNTU: I am, because you are. 

Understanding of others culture and well integrated into the community. 

Very little 

Very little based on their accomplishments. They need to start earning their celebration. Why 

are so many addicted. Why are their women not respected by their men? Why do they not 

know how to work for a living. 

Very sad. 

We are all Canadians living in a country with equal opportunities and rights. And that is how we 

should be celebrated. 

we are all treaty 7 people 

We are finally talking about this serious issue and it is time to create positive change. 

We are fortunate to live very close to several first nations. I have attended the Tsuu Tina pow-

wow every year for several years now and would high recommend that my friends and 

colleagues attend as well. It is one of several opportunities to celebrate aboriginal 

communities and culture. 
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We are improving their living standards and are fixing a bit at a time. 

We are lucky that the Elders have been so willing to share their wisdom with those who are 

respectful learners. 

We are more and more inclusive, in part happening as part of a growing diversity in all Calgary 

We are on Treaty 7 land so important to celebrate and highlight this in all events.   Great that a 

new village has been created for the Indigenous People at the Calgary Stampede. 

We are privileged to have their culture to learn from and share. 

We are starting to shift perceptions, though a long way to go...glass half empty thinking:) 

We can build understanding and take action by celebrating opportunities to learn and share 

based on recommendations from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 

We can celebrate our new government that has actually prioritized and shone a light on 

Indigenous issues, but I refuse to celebrate this when I consistently see Police using violence 

against non-violence Indigenous folk. This city is one of the world's most racist and offensive 

places for Indigenous rhetoric. There needs to be a massive expansion in the curriculum 

regarding Indigenous issues and more public service communication about the history of 

the cultural genocide of the people that inhabited our home before us. 

We can celebrate that we're finally coming to understand the mistakes of the past and have a 

desire for reconciliation. It's great that Indigenous people are specifically named in the 

Enough for All strategy because of how overly represented they are in poverty. 

We do not encourage Indigenous people to get off the reserves and focus on being Canadian 

first. 

We finally seem to be ready for this important conversation- relationships through 

reconciliation. 

We generally have good relations with our First Nation citizens, but we must help them to 

access better education, better job opportunities and less reliance on welfare and social 

services. 

We give credit to Indigenous people acknowledging we're on treaty land at special events. 

Opportunities abound in our city for further education. 

We had the recommendations from the TRC and intent by Fed Govt to take it seriously 
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We have a First Nation on the outskirts of the city; interesting that NOT one person from there 

works at The City of Calgary. Given the passage of time there ought to indigenous managers 

not only at The City of Calgary, but also within the private sector.  We need to as a 

community have an open dialogue and take action on the complex issues that confront First 

Nations' people and Non-First Nations' people on a daily basis within Calgary. 

We have a long way to go, it is better than what it was but no where near as good as it should 

be. Rampant racism, assumptions and the general exclusion in our collective society needs 

to STOP! We have very little understanding of who these people were and who they are, 

they are us and we should be so much more them 

we have a long way to go... 

We have a welcoming character and most people are opened, friendly and helpful. 

We have already give, them access to technology and healthcare, but we shouldn't give them 

support in terms of how they want their houses or facilities to be built, education etc. They 

must pay for it themselves. We could give them allowances to make up for the fact that 

they don't have an economy, but a reserve is like a town, and they should be able to govern 

it by themselves as they have chosen to isolate themselves. 

We have an opportunity through the relationships built through the Calgary Stampede and the 

proximity of the Treaty 7 lands to our city.  We need, however, to find ways to encourage 

students to not only finish high school, but complete post-secondary education. 

We have been too slow to recognize the abundance of a 5000 year old culture that has lived in 

this region and has thrived. We need to address our failure to act with appreciation and 

inclusion. We have an opportunity to do so by acting upon the recommendations of the 

Truth and Reconciliation report. 

We have come a long ways on this issue and that is to be celebrated. 

We have lots of indigenous people, but I don't see why this should be celebrated. We don't 

celebrate having white people or black people or people of Asian descent, because we are 

all equal in our rights and responsibilities and the only thing we need to celebrate is our 

unity. 
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We have made efforts, and are aware.  We have a lot of work to do, but at least the situation is 

not as bad as other places, such as in Manitoba.  Small victories, I suppose. 

We have many program for Indigenous people.  They should use it effectively and productively. 

We have many talented and inspiring Indigenous people in our city. 

We have pockets of knowledge and awareness with broader interest in better understanding 

and sharing with each other. I am encouraged to continue being a part of these important 

conversations. I especially appreciate the TRC recommendations and think they are well 

worthy of more time and support. 

We have so many different indigenous peoples in Calgary, and they have so much to offer our 

city! 

We have some very successful people of Indigenous background. 

We haven't yet taken away the last of their land (reserves). 

We include them in the Stampede! We keep this in the fore front of discussions. 

We live beside many bands peacefully 

We live in a diverse community where we draw from a number of First Nations and Metis 

communities. 

We live on the land of a proud and sophisticated culture, and we must acknowledge that more. 

We need to celebrate success stories.  I don't mean success as in fame but rather the everyday 

success of individuals and families in finding ways to live well and do the best for 

themselves and their families.  Would mentorship be helpful? 

We need to celebrate that Indigenous peoples are truly our last protectors of our  country. They 

are the only group that truly has the power to stand up for and protect Canada's land from 

corporate expansion and environmental degradation. We need to recognize that and stand 

behind them to protect Canada for the generations that will follow us. 

We need to do all of the above but most importantly, we need to ensure that indigenous 

people have the same access and the same outcomes as the rest of our society. We need to 

be deliberate and focused about this and we need to develop partnerships with our 

indigenous neighbours to achieve this goal. 
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We need to help them build self respect and roots.  We need to empower them to make 

mistakes and move forward 

We need to implement the Calls to Action from the TRC. 

We need to know more about their culture so we can share the good things. 

We provide them with opportunity to move into modern society 

We should celebrate "Making Treaty 7" 

We should celebrate all attempts at recognizing a great wrong has been done to these peoples, 

and celebrate all actions which create inclusiveness of the culture of Indigenous peoples in 

Calgary, and seek to educate the non-indigenous population, as to how detrimentally they 

have been affected by a cultural genocide, afflicting families with inter-generational trauma. 

All programs and initiatives which aid in Indigenous peoples rebuilding their self-esteem and 

being allowed to be active participants in all levels of society is something to celebrate. 

We should celebrate Indigenous people always. 

We should celebrate opportunities in Calgary that provide support and encouragement for 

those willing to help themselves 

We should celebrate that we can live in harmony, allowing both segments of society to retain 

their cultural identities without requiring the other to conform. 

We should celebrate the "urban first nation" person. 

We should celebrate the incredible richness of these folks' collective experience as a founding 

nation.  Sometimes I notice if you lightly scratch the surface of an ostensibly kind Calgarian, 

a bigot comes to light.  I'm not sure where this prejudice and bigotry comes from, but it's 

extremely common. 

We should celebrate the opportunity to learn more about and grow with indigenous people. 

We should celebrate their history and hope they can move on with their lives with education 

and employment 

We should Love everyone for who they are. we are each so different. We  must accept each 

person regardless of their believes.  We should honor every faith , encourage everyone to 

educate children in the their own culture. 

We're at least reconizing now that something needs to be done. 
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We're getting better at this compared to when I moved to Calgary 15 years ago.  I think it's 

important to just keep reinforcing the contribution the Indigenous people make to our 

society. 

We're keeping an open mind. 

What I hear (from native people themselves) is that those in high office within their 

reservations do not share the money they have with their own people (eg by organizing 

better education, life skills training etc)    It is obvious that throwing more money at them is 

not the answer to our indigenous problem. 

What we should celebrate about Calgary is that programs like Sunrise Community Link exist but 

such programs are few and far between considering the number of indigenous people that 

live within the City. It would be great if more funding was provided to this population. While 

services exists, whatever we are providing may not match what this population might 

actually need. 

What's to celebrate besides constantly trying to make up for Imperialistic rule over and 

indigenous people in a modern world? 

when it comes to indigenous people, we will use our knowledge to help other people. 

When they want to participate with the rest of society, they are welcomed. The opportunities 

are available. 

While I know indigenous peoples have not always been treated fairly, they have to want to be 

part of our landscape.  What happened to them was a long time ago, where is the 

forgiveness on their part, I have seen everyone apologize for what was done to them and 

yet I don't' see any forgiveness on their part.  Throwing more money at them is not the 

answer.  There needs to be some help given to those that were directly affected by what 

was done. I don't know what that would look like but some work there could possible help.  

Indigenous people especially the young people are acting just like the other cultures they 

are getting into drugs, drinking not unlike all other teenagers, it is part of growing up.  Why 

is it when they go off the rails is always comes back to how "bad we treat indigenous 

peoples. 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 311 

While there are more programs being provided to help indigenous peoples, there is a definite 

need for cross-cultural education and awareness in every community of Calgary. 

Why do we want to celebrate? First work on the above items and ESPECIALLY WORK ON NEW 

HOUSING/WATER SUPPLY FOR ALL Indigenous peoples! 

Widespread community support for the TRC's call to action. 

with skills and education will come increased opportunities - self sufficiency - and community 

participation - as long as they remain separate including with programs, and services they 

will remain apart - we need to foster inclusion not separation 

Without the Financial Transparency Act (which the Liberal Government is set to kill) First 

Nations everywhere will continue to be subservient to a small group of chiefs and titled 

families.  So sad. 

work with tsuu-tina 

you see different people in different areas  of the city 

Young people have a much greater understanding today of indigenous peoples' history and 

culture because of specific school programs. 

younger indiginous generations are getting more appreciative and   proud of their Indigenous  

heritage. Indigenous  individuals  more willing to  share their knowledge, wisdom with other 

populations about  the history, traditions and ceremonies . 

zippo 
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Aging Population 

 

Which of the following do you believe is the top priority for improving Calgary when 

it comes to the aging population and the well-being of seniors? OPTIONS: Increase 

advocacy to make Calgary more age-friendly, develop more options for assisted living, 

increase social, recreation and arts opportunities, reduce isolation and develop more 

affordable housing options. 

 

address and health and mental health problems 

Again, reducing the extreme tax burden that seniors face in this city. The rapidly increasing tax 

rates that the city has put forward the last several years is proving very difficult to manage 

for most families. Being on a fixed income makes these increases virtually impossible to 

manage. 

Age based discrimination 

aging in community, cross generational opportunities not isolated targeted programming 

all of above 

ALL OF THE ABOVE 

ALL OF THE ABOVE 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above + more training and screening for PCA's. 

All of the above as soon as possible. 
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All of the above, accessible/affordable transportation and housing options required in all 

communities. 

All of the above. 

All of the above. 

all of the above. 

All of the above.... 

Assessment changes have destroyed our communities. Old people regardless of prior income  

have to pay exorbitant taxes to stay in their  family homes.  And if they are at all feisty, they 

feel compelled to challenge their assesments annually  which is stressful for all. Sure once 

they were young and successful and could afford  their current home.  Eg. Asking my 

crippled up, old war veteran mom who was once a brilliant geologist to pay thousands of 

dollars to continue to live in her flood ravaged house is unfair. Asking her to leave and sell it 

off to some greedy developer is unfair. Losing the material heritage of her house  is unfair.  

Our neighbourhood is increasingly sterile as artists, trades people, renters and elders are 

forced out to make room for more of City Core's  ugly houses with self-centered transient 

mostly absent owners. 

Awareness of assisted living choices and cost factors 

Better quality, continuity and maintenance of sidewalks year round 

Create more options for employment. There is no doubt aging people are discriminated against 

in workforce recruiting. 

Create options that help seniors stay in their own homes 

decrease taxes and cost to elderly they are on fixed incomes 

definitely all of the above. Recognize that older people move less and move more slowly and 

can't often walk long distances. When we 'improve' walkability and cycling we often do so 

at the expense of seniors. 

develop a culture that is more inclusive of all age groups and multi-generations living under the 

same roof. 

Develop better quality options for assisted living. Develop ways to help seniors stay in their 

homes longer and more comfortably. 
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develop more affordable everything! 

Develop the continuem of housing options, affordable, co-op, assisted etc. 

Don't tax seniors into affordability 

Educate seniors that at some point they need to move into assisted living once they loose their 

ability to get a round to prevent isolation. 

Empower seniors to create their own solutions and help foster a culture of taking care of our 

children and aging indivuals in our communities. 

encourage more companies like "Driving Miss Daisy" to locate here so prices for that service 

can drop from the extortionist $70 / hr. 

Enhance opportunities for small to meet for discussion on any topic desired 

Equally both, reducing isolation and developing more affordable housing options 

Get seniors out of their self imposed isolation. There are a lot of them in my neighbourhood yet 

beside myself and a few others they all seem to have lost any interest in the neighbourhood 

Greater cash funds for seniors. No handouts, we earned it. 

help seniors to understand there is no free lunch - they need to be self reliant 

Help with financial literacy. Stops scams. 

HUGE tax breaks on 65+ senior's homes - Honestly there should come a point in life, after some 

40+ yrs of paying taxes on your home, where one can actually not have to worry about 

losing their home because they can no longer afford the land taxes.  This would be possible, 

if our government actually started living like real people, spending "our money" in a 

responsible manner as though they themselves had actually earned it. 

I don't have enough knowledge on the topic 

improve and encourage ability to stay at home as seniors age 

improve the pedestrian environment and maintain our free community park space 

Increase affordable transportation options for seniors 

Increase availability of CD platforms/programs that engage elders as leaders in their 

communities 

increase opportunities and supports for seniors to continue living at home 

Increase opportunities for the elderly to age in place, rather than moving into assisted living. 
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increase support to family docs to help seniors 

institute a system of continuous care and respectful care before the baby boomers arrive on 

the retirement scene 

Legalising Secondary Suites in every neighbourhood will help the elderly to age in place and age 

with dignity. 

Let people age in place with more diverse neighbourhoods and less reliance on cars 

Let us work. 

Lobby for decreased cost of necessary medical treatments and drugs - more long term care 

facilities 

Long term care facilities are for the most part very understaffed and underfunded. I have seen 

first hand how poorly our elderly are treated too and would be grateful for a thorough look 

at what could be done. So they aren't just sat in a hallway for hours on end, often in a dirty 

attend. 

Lower taxes 

Make families more responsible for their own relatives 

Make it less expensive to live here. Taxes growing too much. 

Make people aware of the supports available so they can remain in their own homes. 

make the city more wheelchair friendly 

more dementia care 

No changes required. 

Not enough support for property taxes and cost of living increases. They have fallen through 

the cracks 

not sure, I have never touched this issue yet. 

Noted services for families to help in making choices with a Senior person 

nothing 

Nursing homes 

Nursing homes! 

offer more retirement opportunities downtown + Beltline 

Planning for an aging city, not only in physical facilities, but in policy development. 
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Provide for seniors thinking about the contribution that seniors have made to the successes of 

today. 

provide incentives (tax credits) and support to allow either age in place or perhaps to move 

elderly family into their children's home or other similar situations to enable more support 

for those not in specific need of full time assistance 

Provide more affordable assistance to seniors who wish to remain in their own homes, ie 

assistance around yard work, house cleaning, shopping 

Provide tax incentives and increased services for those supporting loved ones in aged care 

scenarios. 

Reduce municipal taxes 

reduce pressure of euthenazia 

reduce property taxes for seniors 

Reduce subsidies for wealthy older people. 

Reduce tax and service charges on a means base for seniors in their own homes 

Reduce taxes so that seniors can stay in their homes. The city continually raises taxes, those on 

a fixed income cannot afford the increases 

reduce their taxes /expenses as they are on fixed incomes 

Stop increasing property taxes which is greatly affecting seniors on fixed income. Stop raising all 

other fees for seniors - ie bus passes. 

stop the consistently rising city (and other) taxation 

Stop the mistaken notion that aging implies illness and requires drug Rx. This may require 

controlling the medical and pharmaceutical industries. 

Take a look at what Edmonton is doing - it  seems they are considerably ahead of Calgary 

The biggest expense they have is health care.  Perhaps its time to have a city wide health care 

plan for seniors. 

This is a list of effects, not policies. Cutting taxes would help achieve all these goals. High taxes 

and regulation prevents them all. 

Transportation options 

We need to increase access to palliative care and home care. 
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With low pensions Calgary could reduce taxes to keep some in their homes and also have more 

supports ie.in home care 
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What should we celebrate about Calgary when it comes to an aging population? 

 

A couple of assisted living, and affordable housing options is what we can be proud of. 

A high percentage live in poverty Not much to celebrate there 

a majority of our population is seniors. they support many of the public programs the city has 

to offer - libraries, pools, fitness centres, pathways etc. Making  them accessible to this age 

group 

a number of seniors and aging strategies are being released in the community - we are trying to 

be proactive in developing necessary supports and services 

A trend toward multigenerational housing, and the availability of many social support workers 

to help family caregivers do their work well! 

Accessibility to most facilities is great. We have built a lot of green space, with good walking 

trails. 

Active and engaged aging population 

Active seniors 

Active seniors 

Active seniors. 

Activities available to over 50 year olds 

adequate housing 

Affluent Calgarians can source support. 

Affordable access, transportation and friendship is needed for isolated seniors. 

After a lifetime of paying taxes and raising family's the local government is still trying to 

squeeze every dime out of seniors they can. 

Again, first question doesn't make sense. 

Again, housing. Way too many people are going into their retirement with mortgages. This 

shouldn't be the case. Back to poor planning, lack of residential zones. 

Again, what celebration when the developers with city approval makes the seniors walk 

through the snow because it is all off street parking...no enclosed or parkade access.. The 

disparity between who decides what programs are even told to a senior and their family. 
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Better facilities offer more..but if you are on your own yet- not in a home Most Dr's offices 

are not setting up any type of home visit by an "Elder Care" provider. So I think we could 

improve on this information system. 

Age friendly strategy is resulting in lots of work throughout the community that will benefit the 

quality of life of older adults. 

Age inclusive communities. 

Agencies that offer senior specific support to engage them in meaningful activities and connect 

them to other community members 

Aging is starting to be accepted by Calgarians. 

Aging studies being done by the Uof C 

All these social activities and recreational activities are not affordable to seniors who do not 

have a personal pension, which many of us don't. 

Although we are a 'young city', when we work to accommodate elders, we make Calgary better 

for everyone. 

Another problem answer, we need to develop more affordable housing but won't because City 

Hall is enjoying increasing land taxes at a disgusting rate which will, eventually if not 

already, force seniors to leave their homes as they become unable to pay excessive tax on 

homes they own. I have no idea what there is to celebrate, seniors are being taxed out of 

their homes, transit is becoming too expensive to ride, soon parking will only be available to 

those who can afford it.  My wife and I are on the brink of becoming seniors and have had 

many discussions as to what we will do as we are certain we will not be able to afford to 

stay in our city. 

As a senior myself we are enjoying a high quality of life, and feel very good about the services 

that are available to us now.  But as our cohort ages, we are concerned that there are 

enough units available when we need more assistance - especially that we could reasonably 

afford. 

As a senior, I am completely satisfied with life in Calgary...but I am one who owns my own 

condo. I don't know how people manage who have to pay rent. 
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As Calgary has such an overwhelmingly young population there are more resources per capita 

to ensure dignity for seniors... There are also less people speaking up to ensure their needs 

are met. 

As noted earlier, I am appreciative of the annual seniors' transit pass. 

As seniors number increase, so are options for those that are able to navigate the system. 

As the challenges of age limit activity I think we need to celebrate every organization in this city 

that helps people continue to live and learn and grow to the end of their lives. 

As the senior population continues to rise there needs to be a focus in affordable housing 

options within areas that provide a variety of services. 

At least we're aware of the challenges our changin demographics. Again I don't think Calgary is 

doing anything unique for the elderly. A lot of the potential solutions are the provinces 

responsibility. 

Awareness towards the challenges of seniors. 

Because of the Kerby Center.  It is so important and valuable for our seniors, and our ciy. The 

access for public transportation is ideal! 

Bethany Riverview, the new care centre to be built on the same site as existing affordable 

seniors housing, will provide an excellent example of the ability for seniors to age in place 

within their own community. 

Budget 

Bus passes jumping from $35/year to $100/year was excessive. $50/$60 dollars OK.  Really - 

what did Transit gain by doing this (or more probably, lose).  Need for assisted living spaces 

is going to dramatically increase.  Gov'ts at all levels have to be involved in this.  To leave it 

in the hands of self-policing private industry will be a folly.  Gov't assistance for the elderly 

to remain in the home for longer periods of time will be huge.  As one ages, the wants in 

terms of social, art, recreation, travel become increasingly less important.  The desire to 

remain in their own home becomes increasingly important.   Encouraging/facilitating the 

continued use of a computer will go a long way to reducing the feelings of isolation, 

boredom, etc. 
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Calgary businesses, etc. offer many discounts and special offers when it comes to seniors to 

improve affordability of living in retirement 

Calgary has a very young population. 

Calgary has many facilities to assist seniors at every age and stage (and ability) with government 

subsidy as needed. Keeping seniors in their own homes is not always a good thing as it 

creates isolation if mobility/mental acuity is an issue. There are many options for decreased 

costs for seniors at city pools/fitness centres, stores, events, transit, etc. 

Calgary has some great options for housing but I wouldn't call it affordable. 

Calgary has some great services for seniors, the two seniors centers- Confederation and Kirby 

Center provide a wonderful variety of services, activities and supports for seniors. 

Calgary has very good social/recreational options for seniors (e.g. Confederation Park Seniors, 

Kirby Centre, CALL, etc) 

Calgary is a caring place for seniors, but we haven't followed up with action.  Low-income 

seniors REALLY struggle in this city.  Veterans, hospital outpatients, those with chronic 

illnesses, mental health clients, and those with low employability skills or low mobility 

REALLY struggle.  Also, there are seniors with addictions as well.  They end up in shelters, 

which is embarrassing and morally wrong.  Seniors are forgotten in this city.  It's an 

emergency. 

Calgary is a diverse and vibrant city welcoming of all ages 

Calgary is a hustle and bustle city... old people are just in the way most of the time. It's also way 

too expensive to live in this city even as a young professional. 

Calgary is an expensive city to live in. We should have a "Credit Union" that specifically supports 

seniors through reverse mortgages so that they can afford to stay in their homes if they 

choose and get the best financial deal the market can provide. 

Calgary is aware of the increasing aging population and making plans for succession. 

Calgary is paying attention to the aging population and I believe there are many 

supports/agencies in Calgary that help, i.e., Kirby Centre.  All of the above options are good 

choices and I wish I could check multiple answers. 
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Calgary should be a comfortable and affordable place to grow old. An age-friendly city will also 

be good for anyone, of any age, with mobility issues, and will also be good for children. This 

might be an economic opportunity as well; take advantage of the aging population by 

making Calgary a good place to retire. 

Calgary Transit seniors' pass. 

Calgary's Senior Age Friendly strategy, 

CALL and City are working on neighbourhood scale programs to foster inclusion by having 

neighbors volunteer to be alongside seniors who live nearby. 

CALL Calgary association Life-long Learners 

can't think of anything.  They don't get many benefits for day to day expenses in the city. 

Celebrate our seniors!! Stop ageism. 

celebrate Seniors Days and presentations. 

Celebrate tha the brain power is living longer and have alot of wisdom to impart. 

Celebrate that we have available and existing living opportunities for our aging population and 

any improvements can only help as the City puts support towards that. 

Celebrate the efforts and support the Kerby Centre and other senior community organizations 

in various neighbourhoods. 

Celebrate the recognition that we have an aging population. 

celebrate they have better place for there retirment 

Citizens over 50 are proactive in going after what they want and need through many formal and 

informal groups. 

City aging strategy 

City has developed an age friendly strategy 

City officials are more concerned with their individual community agendas then in dealing 

broadly with this specific demographic.  Stop gentrifying Calgary older neighborhoods 

thereby creating the problem. 

Community outreach services 

Community seniors programs exist for people who can and want to take advantage of them. 
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Continue with the seniors bus pass to encourage community participation.  Continue with 

housing for seniors based on income.  Encourage volunteerism from the seniors.  Encourage 

intergeneration activities. 

Council passing of Age friendly strategy.  Remains to be seen what actually happens in terms of 

actual change. 

Create incentives for assisted living in their own residences instead of losing their independence 

in institutional settings.  Free up more resources for home care so seniors can remain active 

and largely independent in their own homes.  Provide tax incentives for family members to 

offer cross generational support.  Make it easier to rent assisted living devices instead of 

purchase.  Devote more resources to communicating the array of supports that exist. 

Desire for Life Long Learning 

Discount days and the Kerby centre 

Don't know 

Don't know enogh about what is available to comment 

Efforts like Meals on Wheels, Silvera, and LinkAges. 

Elder Service Corps at Carya; 403-SENIORS line; Age Friendly Strategy 

Elder Service Corps! Unique in Canada. 

Everything possible  Have a seniors week 2 times a year, spring & fall. 

Excellent facilities and programs around the city for this population group. 

Fair supports in place through organizations like Kerby Centre 

Generally friendly to, and supportive of, those of advanced age. 

Good facilities 

Great city for aging - I know 

Great recreational and arts facilities; rise of laneway housing initiatives 

Great social programs. 

Growing housing and services 

Growth of seniors care lodges providing housing and community for seniors. 

Health care availability 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 324 

Help senior citizens stay in their homes by providing services such as lawn maintenance and 

snow removal.  This could be done by having seniors that need help, register with their local 

community centre. 

Help them stay in their homes until it is really necessary to move.  Moving them either by family 

or health before they are ready creates more stress and the feeling of being discarded. 

Historical accomplishments of the aging population. 

Housing is affordable for them here compare to Vancouver or Toronto 

Housing is critical and these costs should come before all other welfare type expenditures. We 

owe it the them before spending on natives, LGBD etc. They paid for it. 

I am aware of a number of social groups run by seniors that encourage activities and social 

interactions. In particular, the volunteer-run Calgary Association of Lifelong Learners 

provides opportunities for individuals to contribute their expertise and knowledge to 

encourage others to continue to actively learn. 

I am of an age that remembers that the average age at which men died in Canada was 62 years 

- at a time when men could claim for the equivalent of OAS when they reached the age of 

70 years.  We are now living in a time when Canadian men will typically live to 82 years, and 

if they are very healthy at 65 years, in all likelihood, they will probably live until their 90s.  

We have been slow to plan for this major change in our demographic - housing, services, 

expectations of employment.  There is a new book out from authors of the London School 

of Economics - The 100-Year Life: Living and working in an age of longevity By: Lynda 

Gratton, Andrew Scott - See more at: http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/the-100-year-life-

9781472930170/#sthash.Y4ZdRx2t.dpuf  I think not only as a city but as a country we need 

to think about what our lives will be like as we live to 100 years.    Frankly, none of us can 

save up for 40 years of retirement.   We will need to continue to work until we are almost 

80 years old if we are going to live until we are 100 years old.    And we need to plan for the 

changes to society of such longevity.  It is not up to the city to create affordable housing 

options, but up to us to recognize the implications of our longevity and be encourage to 

plan accordingly.    We cannot expect the young to pay the majority of the cost for our old 

age. 
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I am pleased to see a plan to work on being more age friendly.  As our population of seniors 

increases we need to prepare for the future needs of older people.  We have some great 

programs in place for older adults and investing in them is excellent.  The more difficult area 

is ensuring that there are good quality affordable alternatives for people when they can no 

longer live in their own homes.  I think the best guarantee that we will have the type of 

assisted living necessary is to work with the province and the federal government to 

develop public facilities that are home-like with well trained and adequately compensated 

staff. 

I believe we do not generally make age difference that much of an issue here. 

I believe we should celebrate the experience our seniors bring to this city. Many having lived an 

entire life time here. 

I do not think I know enough about this subject in order to make a valid comment. 

I don't have anything to add to this aside from the fact that we need to work to make Calgary 

more age-friendly, develop more options for assisted living, increase social and recreational 

opportunities and reduce the isolation of Seniors, along with developing more affordable 

housing options in SAFE communities. Seniors are forgotten over refugees, aboriginals, 

cyclists, hipsters, and are more deserving of our support than many. 

I don't know 

I don't know any seniors and that's a shame. A community need elders. I like the idea of 

affordable housing for students and seniors. The students live for free alongside elders and 

they have the opportunity teach each other new skills. 

I don't know what could be celebrated about the aging population there are a lot of small 

barriers for seniors to navigate around and no one is doing nothing to fix them. 

I don't know. 

I don't think Calgary does enough to support our aging population, look around, you see more 

and more seniors working when they should be enjoying their retirement. 

I feel fortunate to live in a age-diverse community where there are living opportunities for 

young and old alike. I would like to see more Calgary communities follow such models. 
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I have not heard many real negative stories of the aging populations issues but given the age 

group is getting larger we should now plan for more affordable assisted living options and 

housing options. Calgary is a young city with the average age of 35 years so we should 

celebrate that while understanding we still need to consider the aging populations needs. 

I hear there are long waiting lists for nursing homes and that is scary thought especially for 

people who have no money. 

I know I read about increasing senior fares on transit astronomically & so many options were 

given to avoid this so seniors could still get around the city affordably. 

I like the seniors' transportation pass. 

I think Calgary has a lot to do with respect to handling the aging community, plus 

accommodations where they are put has some work to do. 

I think Calgary seniors are actually a very sustainable group. I think focus should be on low 

income people of all ages. 

I think that we require more affordable housing of quality. 

I think the demand is high for better COMMUNITY FITNESS CLASSES AND would greatly reduce 

need for home care & assisted living.  There is nothing close to me for my level of fitness. 

I think the Kerby Centre is a great resource for folks but being downtown, it is of no help to 

many seniors in our enormous and spread-out city, who lack reliable transportation and a 

comfort level to travelling to the city centre, esp. the somewhat sketchy part of 7 Ave. LRT 

stations. 

I think we are already pretty age-friendly 

I think we are doing a decent job but I suspect there are many seniors who struggle and who 

might be isolated in this 

I think we have a good amount of seniors programs, from the kerby or seniors resource society 

as central agencies for seniors 

I think we need to think of more unique and inclusive solutions to senior living - its more than 

just housing 

I think with the advent of the AGE FRIENDLY initiative we are becoming more aware of 

HOW/WHEN to assist older persons in our communitey 
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I want good affordable housing choicrs 

If an elderly does not drive, they can't live here 

If the increase of social, recreation and arts opportunities were at a dollar level where seniors 

could afford them, it might improve the quality of life for Calgarians. 

If we keep them - the money stays here... Baby boomers are retiring with alot! 

If you are a senior, celebrate. It is nice to have a mix of ethnicity and age groups in every 

community. 

I'm being forced out of my home because I can't keep up with the ever increasing property 

taxes on my fixed income.  so affordable housing becomes an issue, even though it doesn't 

have to be. 

I'm really sorry I don't have much to contribute to these 'celebration' questions. What do YOU  

think we should celebrate? I wish I was more aware of what Calgary is doing already for 

seniors (and these groups) 

In an ever increasing aging population environment again do not pander or afford special 

concessions rather treat with dignity as we should do all peoples and ensure work place 

does not discriminate 

In spite of the ballooning demographic, Calgary remains a great community for seniors. 

Integrated in the community 

Integration and cross generational opportunities to keep seniors vital and engaged. 

Isolation of elderly is a main struggle. The age-friendly strategy of the city does not have 

implementation teeth. Although seniors advocacy groups are active, much more resources 

are needed for seniors mental health, support of the increasing number of seniors socially 

and culturally. 

It is crazy expensive to stay in a NICE facility. 

It is difficult to be an older senior in Calgary...AHS is a huge problem. 

It is great that we recognize the need of our society and have funding for aging population.  

However, it's only for developed organizations.  Yet the organizations are not keeping to the 

need of the population's need.  Also they are taking advantages of the volunteers and no 

appreciation to the volunteers. 
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It is possible to live in this city as an older person, but we need to be vigilant about not allowing 

them to be isolated or at risk. 

It will be over soon! 

It's great to see they are still being included in civilization, like how people still interact with 

them on the train 

kerby center! 

Kerby center. 

Kerby Centre 

kerby centre 

Kerby Centre and its central location. 

Kerby Centre! 

Kerby Centre!  Information and assistance always available but its purpose needs to be more 

widely advertised--more open houses.  Also the +50 volunteer organizations such as 

Confederation Park Seniors need to expand. 

Kerby Centre, +50 clubs and associations, Calgary Philharmonic special rates for senior groups 

kids want to stay in calgary and people are moving here.  Both needed to support an aging 

population. 

Kirby Centre 

Kirby Centre 

Kirby Centre 

let them have anew places 

linkages 

Little is done for seniors - there is nothing to celebrate.  they are isolated and ignored. 

Lots of assisted living options 

Lots of great efforts by different organizations and groups, but there are lots of low-income, 

isolated and health impacted seniors in all of the communities and limited support. 

lots of healthy elders 

Lots of opportunities for involvement with Seniors centres and programs. 

lots of people 
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Lots of people have access to great activities and supports.  Many seniors enjoy good physical 

and mental health. 

lots to do 

Many activities and recreational opportunities are made quite affordable for seniors, so it really 

encourages them to stay active and to use Calgary facilities! This has been so successful, 

sometimes you see more seniors using facilities than young people!! 

many agencies to help transition 

Many facilities in place 

Many older Calgarians are very well off.  That is great! Let's see them pay the full price for 

transit and everything else they need.  I hate to see poor young people paying full price 

while well off older people get discounts - that is just crazy. 

Many opportunities for active seniors to participate 

Many options for long term seniors care 

Many seniors are financially secure. 

many services and organizations are available for seniors and with places like the Kirby Centre 

information is readily available to meet the needs 

Meals on Wheels does good work, so does the Kerby Centre and Calgary Seniors Resource 

Centre. 

More attention is being paid now. 

More choices (financial/social/housing) available to seniors. 

More discussions on how to provide services for ageing in place 

More organizations and advocates working on addresses the issues for our aging population. 

More programs and a community specifically for seniors. 

Most older Calgarians have sufficient financial means to look after their own needs. 

My grandmother is in an old age lodge. 99 years old and very well taken care of 

My Mother pays 5000 a month.  Brutal. 

My parents are seniors, have worked their entire life and I am sick to see the municipal, 

provincial and federal taxes they pay on their pension. Why why why do our seniors pay 

taxes on their pension? It's unfair and absolutely repulsive. 
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NA 

no answer and I am a senior 

no comment 

No comments 

No comments. 

No easy answer for this one and it is difficult to choose only one reply because there must be a 

multi-pronged broad-based plan which includes all five options.  As a senior and as 

someone involved in my community association and their seniors' group, I know there are 

multiple issues that need resolution.  Seniors' isolation exists in my community and there is 

no simple answer, I wish there was.  Support for the Kerby Centre is critical as well as 

support for community association seniors' groups. 

not much 

Not much, this is a difficult city to survive in on a fixed income. 

not much, we need much more assisted living spaces which do not cost $6,000 + per month, in 

other words less private and more tax supported places.  Also we need to make it easier for 

the elderly to stay in their homes, help with maintenance, shopping, appointments 

not much. the elderly get displaced as taxes go up with gentrification. The province pays lip 

service to funding home care. This city is very unfriendly to some one who can no longer 

drive a car. 

Not much. We are doing a horrible job 

Not sure 

Not sure 

not sure 

Not sure 

Not sure exactly maybe that people are able to stay in the work force longer because the cost 

of living is so high they can't retire?  It sounds like a backhanded compliment, but I think it's 

good to value the knowledge of our seniors and I think they should stay in the workforce 

longer or in mentorship roles to new employees. 

Not sure, but they are overflowing our hospitals. We need more nursing homes! 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 331 

Not sure. 

Nothing 

Nothing 

Nothing We treat seniors awfully. Everything is an added expense for them, and their services 

are the first to get cut! 

Nothing! 

Nothing!   Seniors can't stay in their homes when taxation (at all levels) keep on rising at 

ridiculous rates!  My city taxes up 16% this year. 

Nothing, everything is too expensive for seniours as is. Get rid of paid parking at all 

medical/clinic sites. 

nothing, shameful, not enough low cost housing for seniors 

Nothing.  If you have money in Calgary you are okay.  If you don't you don't matter. 

Nothing.  Taxes by city hall and wastage of that money robs it from all citizens.  Stop with the 

pet projects 

Nothing. The elderly get forced out of neighbourhoods as gentrification takes place. Our 

hospitals get backed up, in part due to lack of assisted living options. This city is not very 

easy to get around, once one's drivers license has been revoked 

Nothing. We need to work on having more seniors group housing to bring them all together to 

support each other and have a better sense of community. 

Older people are on the whole able to have active lives. 

Older people can celebrate if they have money. 

older population has  a very reach plethora of  choice as per activities to lead an  active  life 

style. Calgary is   proud of  being a plural  city with hundreds of  culturally diverse  societies 

catering to populations other than  English  speaking. 

Once again who cares about old people Calgary sure does not. If you go to a old age facility they 

take every dime you make for rent. 

One needs money to age gracefully in this city! 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 332 

Only Alberta has deliberately violated the Charter of Rights  and Freedom by permitting 

discrimination on the basis of age in the Alberta Human Rights Act in the provision of goods 

and services. Age has become the new 'Gay.' 

Opportunities at City-owned recreational facilities are fantastic and financially viable for seniors 

but most seniors I know do not know of the availability.  Perhaps more advertising of 

availability of recreational/fitness facilities for seniors. 

opportunities to get physical activity 

Our active seniors add to the vibrancy of the City! 

Our aging population are in a stronger financial situation than many in other cities and than the 

younger generations in this city 

Our housing system creates social isolation.  We have a very large of socially isolated seniors in 

Calgary, and this will be a great concern in the future.  As the baby boomer generation ages, 

the services they need are not going to be there in a way that is affordable.  The housing we 

have built is going to be problematic on many fronts.  The intergenerational transfer of 

housing is going to be stymied by the Gen Y who cannot afford to pay the prices the baby 

boomers need to finance their retirement.  Rising costs of taxes, utilities, food are going to 

drive the elderly to homelessness, while social expectations will prevent creative solutions 

such as laneway housing and basement suites from happening.  We will also have a large 

numbers of seniors in Suburbs with no services, and as their health declines this will 

become a significant issue. 

Our seniors are relatively better off than seniors in other jurisdictions, or even other 

populations within our city.  We do need to ensure we find ways for our seniors to age with 

dignity and grace though. 

Our spunky old people really seek to live life large as long as they can. They are active members 

of my community, and will do even better when they can age in place with more assisted 

living options available. 

People are healthier and living longer? They are a good source of volunteers? 

Places like Kerby are great, but we need to support local programs more. Not all seniors are 

able to travel and those who are most isolated are least likely to travel that far... 
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Places like the Kerby Centre 

Plae es like the Kerby Centre 

program availability 

Programs at the Kerby Centre and the public libraries which are very good to excellent. 

Programs providing housing options like Silvera 

Progress via the Resolve to end Homelessness campaign and cross-agency cooperation 

Provide more services in medical and social areas and affordable housing to aging population. 

provide opportunities for persons who do not meet poverty standards - the need to be 

destitute to qualify is not fair - persons have tried to  take care of themselves and we need 

to recognize this - not wait until they have nothing. 

Public transportation and seniors' housing seem to be quite adequate in Calgary. 

Racial discrimination is still prevalent in old timers.. youngsters are fine! 

Recreation and community building opportunities abound. 

Reduce costs of ALL services for seniours. Especially get rid of the criminal parking charges at 

ALL health facilities in and around Calgary.   Seniours and younger citizens alike are being 

robbed blind by the Calgary Parking Authority.   It's bad enough that your ill, but to also 

have your wallet drained while you seek treatment IT IS CRIMINAL! 

reduce property taxes 

Relatively healthy and contributing 

Residential facilities for seniors 

Resource centres, clubs and services for those 65+ 

Safe 

seems pretty good to me 

Senior oriented services such as Kerby Centre/ Calgary Seniors Resource Society Senior Connect  

and the offering of Friendly visitor programs and home care to increase seniors access to 

various services. Attention should be given to services like those mentioned, so that these 

services can be expanded to meet the needs most prominent to seniors themselves and 

improve their quality of life/ decrease isolation and increase involvement in the community. 

Senior Service Agencies are working hard to find better ways to serve seniors 
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Seniors are a vibrant community and love to socialize and hopefully they have the opportunity 

to do so in or near their communities 

Seniors are great volunteers and contributors to our community. 

seniors are productive people in our community 

Seniors centres across the city. 

Seniors connect program! 

seniors' facilities 

Seniors get an extremely cheap yearly transit pass. 

Seniors have much to contribute to learning and growth in each of us and have provided us 

with opportunities that may have never been possible if not for their contribution. 

Seniors health care in Alberta is setting the standard for the rest of the country. 

seniors need more affordable housing 

Seniors still live in isolation due  to poverty and social exclusion 

sense of invovlment 

Service cuts to transit service (to balance City budgets) is done so at the expense of senior 

mobility on public transport. Communities wherein people can live throughout the entire 

life (transitioning accordingly) need to be examined and developed. 

Services for the aging has improved somewhat. 

Several housing options 

Should we celebrate that the city has raised the cost of a senior bus pass 

slowly there is more awareness of the seniors in this city - their needs, access to transit 

...shaping things rather than being invisible. The City of Calgary has an active seniors 

program... 

Socializing is increasingly a demand in an aging population. The change from a family-focused 

generation to the friend-focused Boomers brings a demand for social engagement and 

personal enrichment.   Organizations such as Confederation Park and Kerby Centre are 

leading the way for social activities in the city. 

some inner city neighbourhoods have housing options that will allow aging in place (ie: 

bridgeland).  we need more! 
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Some of the new initiatives in city council to look at options such as lane way homes are great 

steps in providing new options for keeping seniors in their homes. As this population 

expands I think we will need to look at continued innovative ways to make sure seniors can 

receive the support they need within their homes. 

Some of the newer apartments for seniors. 

Soon we'll all be dead. 

spirit of volunteerism 

Stop treating seniors as underpriveledged I am a senior .My behind is the same size as most 

people so I should not deserve special treatment on transport etc 

Strong economy and modern health system 

Strong municipal policy 

Terrible for elderly, there is no one on the streets, no sense of community. 

that calgary is young, even our seniors are young at heart 

That many affordable living options are available in Calgary for seniors 

That many over 55 are still active and participating in work, recreation and cultural activities. 

That our seniors are often very involved in volunteering. 

that there are more assisted living and longterm care options coming on- line 

That there even are some willing to stay and share their stories. 

That they are active 

That they do not have to be alone, focus on the fact that no one show be alone because once 

you're alone you have less to live for. 

That we have a  number of effective seniors facilities and services . 

That we have plenty of services available to and for us,we just have to be able to seek them 

out. Not every one is able to do that.We have plenty of health,education and recreation 

services available to us.Just need more affordable housing(rent and buy)stop wasting time 

on friendly city stuff. 

That with Age comes wisdom. 

The aging population is relatively healthy and active; we should celebrate this moment where 

we may discover exciting opportunities to create a new housing model where people of all 
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ages can live inclusively in the community together. A new housing model may allow aging 

populations to live and stay for the long-term in their communities, instead of feeling 

compelled to move into expensive for-profit care facilities. 

The aging population made this city great. 

The aging population often have options and the funds to choose to live well. 

The Alex Seniors’ Health Centre is absolutely awesome! Calgary has many social, recreational, 

and arts opportunities for seniors from The Kerby Centre, to churches, to community 

centres, and nonprofits such as LinkAges. 

The bike paths and exercise for 50+ people are wonderful 

The City developed an excellent Age Friendly Calgary strategy to help its business units focus 

their work with seniors. 

The City's age-friendly policy is great. We need to make sure it gets proper support in 

resourcing and from municipal, non profit and business leaders. 

The decision to NOT eliminate seniors bus passes that are affordable. 

The development and implementation of a community-wide Age-Friendly Calgary initiative led 

by The City of Calgary 

The easiest city to grow old in. 

The economic assistance and programs for seniors. How active Calgary seniors are. 

The entire list is important  I love daycare centres that are shared with a senior facility We need 

less ageism which sadly I feel on many occasions - no respect across the generations 

the fact that so many have made it this far 

The first place a senior in trouble shows up is in the medical system.  Government could 

support the docs by providing one stop resources that deal with the major issues of seniors 

-how to support them in their own homes, how to keep them safe from financial abuse and 

physical abuse and how to reconnect them with social groups.  While there are seniors at 

risk, many more are not and not all seniors should be lumped together in terms of policy 

making. 
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The income for seniors is fixed so the cost of their using services in Calgary should also be fixed 

and priced according to their income; transit and taxi services should be free or at least 

reduced; simiarly garbage, recycling and organics should not be the same as a family of 5 

The knowledge & experience; the huge volunteer base provided by many of our senior 

population, the fact that older doesn't mean less valuable. If anything, that knowledge 

should be documented & stored in a way to prevent its loss should the digital world be 

compromised. 

The many community based initiatives to increase social interaction with seniors 

the new age-friendly strategy is a good first step! 

The population is financially pretty stable overall 

The private sector has met the need for senior's living options, ie small suites with centralized 

meals and entertainment. Our Long term bed situation is grim, an admin system impacted 

by restricted number of beds and some old buildings with poor design. Calgary can affect 

this by assuring land use bylaw is not restrictive and generating experimental formats in 

smaller settings that allow neighborhood facilities. 

The Province has invested over the past several years into programs and services that are 

unknown to a large percentage of this population.  Calgary has not done a good job in 

promoting what is already there. 

The range of programs available-the accessible  free events all year 

The rich heritage and experience they have lived. 

The Seniors Age-Friendly Strategy Implementation Plan is highlighting issues and barriers older 

adults face. Many individuals and organizations have committed time and resources to 

address this. The World Health organizations has given Calgary the designation of an Age-

Friendly City. 

The seniors transit pass and the low income seniors transit pass support transit use for all 

seniors which may reduce isolation. 

The work of organizations such as the Calgary Seniors Society and the Kerby Centre. 

Their are senior homes all over calgary which is a good thing. It's far too expensive. 

Their contributions to the community 
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their intellectual capital being used after retirement in lots of ways 

ther are some programs for seniors I need to look more into it 

There are a few facilities that excell in how they treat the elderly. We have some excellent 

hospices, one of which I work at! 

There are a few things that would go a long way to improving the situation for an aging 

population: 1.  Secondary suites:  Having space for parents to age in-place near their 

children/grandchildren or someone that can 'keep an eye on them' which providing space 

for both parties to live independently can only be a good thing. 2.  Better public transit:  

Most seniors are not going to work in the core, so the public transit system is dismal for 

their needs. 

There are a number of organizations that offer affordable social and learning opportunities. 

There are a number of programs available and opportunities for able seniors to take advantage 

of these.  Hope the City does not take away their annual bus passes.  Hope the City supports 

seniors staying in their homes as long as they are able. 

There are already many opportunities for active seniors in Calgary, especially when you start 

looking around. 

There are cities on the U.S. That have communities for seniors services by health care and 

home maintenance crews. People know each other and can eat together if they wish but in 

their own home should they choose. No lonely and not really alone 

There are going to be "a shitload" of us. Medical facilities will become increasingly 

overwhelmed as out bodies break down and we need more medical / Chiro / dental / Physio 

etc help. We will be a resilient bunch who will still need affordable care. 

There are good housing options for many seniors. 

There are lots of fantastic seniors programs throughout the city! 

there are lots of private seniors centres. 

There are many activities and resources available for seniors to encourage independence, 

involvement, and to ensure they maintain social and physical activity. 
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There are many excellent facilities for senior citizens in Calgary available at a range of costs. It 

would help if Calgary provided more opportunities for senior to do things outside those 

facilities. 

There are many opportunities for senior in Calgary.  We should continue to support these active 

seniors, and create opportunities for seniors to contribute to more intergenerational events 

where seniors can interact with younger folks - and each other. 

There are many options available for seniors to remain in their homes, people need to hear 

more about these options. 

There are many options for Calgary's aging population. 

There are many options out there for the aging population. Again I could check off more boxes. 

Because more options for assisted living is also worth noting. But affordability is key to any 

situation. 

There are many recreational, entertainment and social options available for seniors. 

There are many resources for seniors who live independently but accommodation for seniors 

who need care are poor. 

There are many very active seniors and lots of programs for them 

There are many wonderful housing options, most of them are affordable. As the population 

ages, there is going to a huge demand for services. Planning now would be of great benefit 

in the future. 

There are more services available for seniors than they are aware of.  That needs to be 

celebrated. But, how do you make fiercely independent people aware that they need to 

make decisions about their well-being before a personal crisis occurs? 

There are not-for-profits who serve people of all economic levels at a cost affordable to all - 

rather than this population becoming a focus of profit for some international conglomerate. 

There are plenty of resources for the aging population, we just need to consider every option 

and cater to the needs of each individual. 

There are programs and services in place for our seniors - ie Kirby Centre, Assisted Living, Long 

Term Care, Senior Housing.  However, there are so many pressures that seniors experience 

when retiring - loss of benefits especially at a time when their needs for health benefits are 
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increasing, ability to stay in current housing (taxes too high, cost of rent or mortgage no 

longer achievable, etc.) 

There are quite a few recreational opportunities for seniors. 

There are several good strategies such as the Calgary Dementia Network, Seniors Strategy and 

they are all working together to develop supports for seniors. 

There are some good seniors centres 

There has been an increase in Senior Facilities but they generally are quite expensive.  Need 

options that allows all to age with dignity. 

there is a home for the seniors in long term facilities and in assisted living. 

There is a large aging population that has the resources and financial power to create the 

positive change for the rest. 

There is a lot of community for Calgary's seniors - magazines, clubs, social events, etc. 

Unfortunately those are only available for people who are mobile and of sound mind and 

body. 

There is a wide range. We think of senior homes, but lots are active seniors. 

There is growing recognition that seniors exist and that they can still contribute to the city. 

There is only the wisdom and experience which comes with age to celebrate. We should 

celebrate the seniors of Calgary for who and what they are, our forebears. Without whom 

we would not be what we are. Those who helped build and shape Calgary, and, those who 

brought their families to settle here, with a determination to contribute what they are able, 

to form Calgary into a desirable place to live, work and play. Seniors remain a vital 

contributing force in the Calgary landscape. AND, those who now require assistance, should 

be honoured and respected. 

There seem to be a lot of facilities in Calgary 

There seem to be many social, recreation and arts opportunities for seniors, but gaining access 

to them is the challenge. 

There seems to be more options as far as Senior housing and care. 

They are  wealth of wisdom. Many show respect for the aging population such as offering seats 

on public transit. 
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They are amazing and have much to offer! 

they are still alive  with the feds new  murder law they are in danger 

they are still alive trudeau has not yet killed them 

They continue doing their own things, is lovely to see them around and chat with them about 

so many great stories. 

They have decent support 

They have discounts 

This is a caring city with many supports for active seniors - need more supports for those who 

are less independent. 

This is a tough one as well. I could've checked all of the above. First of all, the public 

transportation system needs to be improved, so seniors can go places without having to 

drive or having to depend on someone to drive them. Access Calgary is a good idea on 

paper but it's not efficient. Once the transit system is in place, then increase activities that 

seniors can go to. There have to be more free/affordable activities for seniors in all 

quadrants. And, assisted living and other kinds of assistance for seniors need to be more 

easily accessible. 

This is an area where we hear very little. Calgary needs to proactively address this growing 

population from activities, health and aging in place strategies. A lot of work needs to be 

done as this group increases in size. This work needs to happen now. 

Those with money seem to leave for significant parts of the year, if not permananently retire 

elsewhere.  Need to address issues for those with less money who need services and 

supports that allow them to remain an active part of the community. 

To age in isolation and poverty is wrong 

To be perfectly honest I think Calgary is viewed as a really young city. I think the biggest 

challenge the elderly people do face in Calgary is affordable housing.  The price of housing 

went up so significantly that these people may really struggle to find an affordable housing 

option. 

To be safe and to be aging are great gifts that family and society can help provide; but at times 

family and society are not the safe places we would hope for. 
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Tough. Not sure. Sadly, a largely invisible population. Integrate them more and help them find 

purpose and meaning even after retirement. 

Transit costs for the elderly are very affordable. 

treated better than poor countries and can age usually in comfort 

Tremendous opportunities for community involvement and volunteerism by our educated and 

skilled seniors 

TRudeau has not euthanized them yet 

Unsure. 

Very active seniors 

Very limited opportunities for aging population if they exist at all 

Volunteer opportunities that make it possible join young people to the events and find friends 

between seniors. (Link-ages events) 

Volunteers & snow angles who help senior's remain in their homes & who continue to visit 

them when they have been moved into 'a home' (dum-dum-dum!) 

We are a young population, and as we have aged I think we recognize aging is a part of a 

natural cycle 

We are all ageing.....I can't afford to retire...what does the tell you! 

we are becoming ore aware of our aging population and the financial support that is required 

for them. 

We are beginning to recognize that not all seniors will have the financial or physical ability to 

live a comfortable retirement.  Communities are starting to address senior isolation, etc.  

The Sidewalk Angels are a good start. 

We are fortunate that most Calgary seniors are well off and can afford to take care of 

themselves. This may not always be the case. 

We are not treating our mid to low income seniors very well at all.  There is so much lonliness 

and isolation.  Aging in place is the best solution.  Seniors should not be hidden away.  They 

built this province. Why does a multi-million dollar dance studio get built (which is great by 

the way) but the Kerby Centre crumbles?  Love that DJD is moving on up, but so sad to see 

seniors facilities crumble as though they don't matter at all. 
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We are working to help them live longer in their own homes. 

We do not look after our aging population very well and there are so many things we do NOT 

do that it's hard to celebrate anything. 

We have a age friendly strategy lead by some passionate people. 

We have a young population so that our shortcomings are not yet acute 

We have an aging population that still has much to offer. 

We have an amazing group of seniors with a wealth of experience, & gifts to share...they should 

be meaningfully engaged 

WE have great centers like Kerby center, transit passes, senior rates at City of Calgary pool and 

recreation centers. Seniors need to get out, socialize and exercise to keep healthy and all 

these things help. 

We have many with high incomes that can afford private options for supported living, but we 

have so many who do not (in fact, it's the reason behind ER wait times and crowded 

hospitals). It's been proven that lack of social connection is the greatest determinant of 

health - that poverty serves as a marker for this risk - and we need to reduce isolation to 

create the conditions for wellness. 

We have much to contribute! 

We have nothing to celebrate and need to address this issue. 

We have nothing to celebrate. We give more to criminals, drug addicts, generations of welfare 

families than we do to people who have worked and paid taxes all their lives. 

We have really good facilities - my mother in law is in the George Boyack, she has wonderful 

care, and I love seeing the relationship she has with their caregivers. 

We have retirement housing and in some facilities the offer extended care which allows the 

elderly to remain in there homes longer. Great concept but the fees are expensive. This can 

be very challenging when your on a fixed income. 

We need better and more assisted living for our seniors.  The baby boomers are getting older 

and there's just going to be more of them. 

We need to focus more housing facilities for seniors. 

we need to improve hospital waiting time for Seniors. 
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We need to put more focus on opportunities for seniors. Reducing isolation, keeping taxes low 

so that they can stay in their (paid off) houses and not go broke paying ever increasing taxes 

that get wasted on unnecessary social programs and "the arts". 

We should celebrate and support initiatives that integrate seniors into communities more fully - 

that allow for aging in place and a continuum of services that meet varying needs as people 

age. Calgary should lead in this area. 

We should celebrate that we have included our aging population in our sustainability direction, 

and build momentum from there to put effective plans and programs in place as this 

population grows. 

We should consider ourselves lucky to have so many older people in Calgary. Let's look for ways 

to make them feel valued and needed, and provide opportunities for mixing and mingling 

amongst different age groups. 

We shouldn't 

We shouldn't be forced to have a green bin at an additional cost of $6.50 per month. I'm a 

senior, won't use the green bin as I can barely move the  2 we already have. I'm on a limited 

income as see thousands of seniors. Mayor Nenshi & City Council members are 

discriminating against seniors. This additional fee will have to come from my monthly food 

budget. Nenshi & council members should return their wage increase thru awarded 

themselves! SHAME!!! 

We'll have lots more of them in the coming years so we better get used to it…  ….. and prepare 

for greater numbers and the attendant issues.... thru a  strong age friendly strategy (not just 

lip service) and funding/ support for programs that enable older adults to help themselves/ 

each other through recreational, social, art programs… increase access to Calgary zoo and 

Heritage park through transportation alternatives for those who cannot walk long distances 

We're not ready for the retiring Baby Boomers, who will likely leave in great numbers. 

We've got some great seniors' centres for those of us who live independently.  We could use 

more mixed-age residences, like the ones in Holland where university students can live in an 

assisted living or nursing home for free/cheap in exchange for spending time with the senior 

residents. 
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What we should celebrate about Calgary is that our housing is integrated throughout the city 

and no "ghettos" are created. It is great that multiple levels of senior's housing can be found 

from the core to the suburbs of the city. There may be room for work to make Calgary more 

age friendly in the future. 

When it comes to an aging population, we will communicate with other people a lot. 

While the private market has done an excellent job of offering very good supportive living 

options for those with substantial incomes, there is a large segment of our society who 

simply cannot afford these services, supports and accommodations. To maintain 

independence we need to work with service providers to enhance these supports to low 

income seniors. 

Wisdom! 

With age, comes knowledge 

Wonderful agencies who work everyday to make sure that our seniors are cared for and 

educated about all that is available for them as they age. 

Respect for the elders and allowing them to remain purposeful as they age. 
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Youth 

Which of the following do you believe is the top priority for improving Calgary when 

it comes to the well-being of youth? OPTIONS: Increase youth voice, increase number 

and quality of opportunities for youth employment, increase education on bullying, LGBTQ, 

drugs, gangs, and sexual exploitation issues, increase youth participation in community and 

civic life and increase access to mental health supports. 

 

Abolish young offenders act. 

All 

All are equally important 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above! Seriously!  All of those can be  accomplished in the scope of one program 

even. 

All of the above. They are all so important! 

All the above are important, I can not select one 

allow them to do things for themselves from an early age 

As I have not used or accessed or familiarized myself with many of the existing services, I can't 

say 

Balance the increased education of line 3 with the positive education of line 4. 

Better integration of immigrant youth to avoid gangs 

Bring back the small community based business 

Campaign for more parental responsibility too much of which has been assumed by the state. 

Community resources that provide emotional support + medical support + greater access 

Create a more dynamic community in the core, where everyone of all ages would meet. 

Create better STEM education options 
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creative positive environments for business and much of this will be solved 

Education is what the youth need 

Education! More support, funding, options for education. 

Greater discipline in schools. Parental control over their children. 

I don't know 

I don't know enough about the services for youth in Calgary to comment on this matter. 

I have always felt there is a great need for places where our youth can hang out. Where they 

could play some games and just chill. 

I look forward to a day when none of our children or teens leave the house for school or even a 

job with an hungry stomach.  I want them to succeed in their educational and work 

endeavours. 

I think we need to have better supports for parents... There seems to be a gap in services. 

Improve physical activities 

increase access to positive recreation and supports for families 

Increase access to sports for all 

Increase education on good manners, well being and self esteem. 

Increase indoor non-hockey facilities  - currently substandard. 

increase public transit so youth can move around the city easily and participate in all the events 

or activities, work, school, etc that they're interested in without having to depend on their 

parents as the only mean of transportation. Then, increase all kinds of opportunities to do 

other things. 

Increase spiritual education and spreading the Good Word. 

increase the education on natural sciences. More math, more chemistry, more biology.  make 

the education at higher level available to everyone, not only selected pupils. Do not put 

stigma on kids that they are not smart enough. as a result all issues above will disappear. 

Also, remove all fast food spots around the schools and change the lunch menus - they have 

to be healthy. stop feeding them with sugar and fat. 

increase youths to stay and be apart of their families, and not relying on the city. 

Legislate unpaid internships out of existence 
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Let kids play without over programming them. 

Make it more difficult/less desirable to drop out 

Make jobs and access to post-secondary education a reality 

Make the city safe for kids to travel on their own, instead of being dependent on parents to 

drive them everywhere. Especially to school! 

Many young folks are taught self reliance and resourcefulness...and are engaged in the 

community. 

More space in the school system so that class sizes are reasonable. 

Offer youth some hope that the world they'll inherit will be liveable and they'll not starve or die 

because of climate change. 

Open more parks, tennis courts, hockey rinks and basket ball courts. Need more FREE activities. 

Put more funding into charitable organization that support youth and create opportunities for 

youth leadership development 

Reduce high school drop out rates 

Respect youth as fellow human beings who can bring much to our futures 

See native comments..... 

strengthening families in their ability to provide good guidance. 

Subsidized Sports 

Support public education and its programs 

Teach youth some courses on friendship, personal boundaries, respectfulness 

The youth appear to be well taken care of even when they choose crime and drug activity. 

More accountability is needed by these brats who continually get into trouble with the law. 

The youth have more opportunity than almost every other city on the planet. 

there is nothing for young people to do here. It's basically a big suburb. Create youth culture 

(arts, fashion, music, restaurants, coffee houses, film, festivals, etc). Young adults need 

activities to do! 

To make affordable programs, any activity is very expensive in calgary. ..there are no subsidies 

for a $40k annual income which cannot provide enough to pay for any youth activity 
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When it comes to getting help for youth addictions there are programs in the city but they are 

hard to find.  Would be nice to have one place to look with information about help and 

what you need to get into the programs.  The epic parenting support group should have a 

website.  There should be AA and NA for adolescents.  Too many drugs that kids can get a 

hold of .  Needs to be collaboration on helping adolescent addicts 

Youth here have many opportunities in Calgary already. 
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What should we celebrate about Calgary when it comes to youth? 

 

- This is very much an area that Calgary needs to step up - the bullying, drugs, alcohol & sexual 

exploitation that has become an everyday way of life for our youth is very troubling - 

something is really not working & needs to change.(school system, both 

A diversity of ethnicities, opportunities to participate in sport, culture, good schools, 

foundations like the Stampede Foundation that have youth based programs 

A generally good, and varied, set of options for youth engagement are available in the 

community with an active support network for those in need. 

A lot of free good quality after school programs throughout the city 

A lot of recreation facilities 

Access to recreation and sports. 

Accomplishments 

Active children don't have time to hang out in drug alcohol environments. Worked when we 

grew up. We have great ball/soccer fields, make them available. 

Active lifestyle 

active participation in community 

Actually it is all of the above. 

After school initiatives in at-risk groups 

Alex youth health buses 

All those youth making progress with the support of non profits (Boys and Girls, Woods, 

Hull.....) 

All-ages concert venues and events. 

Amateur sport and The Alex centre 

Amazing sport and recreation opportunities for youth in Calgary. 

An incredible number of options and opportunities for youth. 

Any and all initiatives to educate our youth gives them a strong foundation of self-esteem and 

moral resolve which will carry them through life with tenacity and tenderness. Respect for 

ones self, and respect for others makes for good citizens and good mental health. The youth 
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are our future, any initiatives to empower and motivate them to live safe, healthy, helpful 

lives should be celebrated. Youth are our greatest resource. 

Attention to this population 

Availability of education. Increase the availability of things for youth to do outside of home and 

school to engage them and promote healthy living and keep them out of trouble. 

Average to good schools. 

Be a part of the community,  participate. 

Both Wise Guys (Calgary Sexual Health) and Youth Central are doing great youth work. 

breadth of activities available to school age kids (sports, outdoor activities, skate parks, new 

adventure/natural playgrounds, bike paths, rinks, pools, parks, etc, etc) 

Bullying is a scarier and scarier issue. We need a way to stop or at least deal with this life 

quasher 

By engaging young people, encouraging them to be active citizens, bullying, drugs, gangs and 

sexual exploitation issues will decrease. 

Calgarian kids have access to a lot of amazing park facilities. New skate parks going up and free 

ymca passes for grade six kids encourages healthy living and community building. 

Maintaining parks (like bowness) helps to improve our quality of life, overall. 

Calgary does a decent job focusing on youth and opportunities for youth involvement in the 

City. A focus on better inclusivity should be a priority as our youth are very inclusive, for the 

most part, but they don't see that inclusivity reflected back by the adults around them. 

Calgary does a poor job of encouraging youth leisure and recreational activities in local 

communities. There are opportunities for youth in the workforce - just harder to find them. 

Millenials have a different perspective - recognize it and celebrate. 

Calgary has a fairly young population...this is something to celebrate but not indulge. 

Calgary has a strong youth population. 

Calgary has a variety of opportunities for youth.  Encouraging participation would help. 

Calgary has a wide variety of great teen programs in the mentorship, youth leadership, 

intervention and health areas.  Youth have many opportunities to get involved in the City. 
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Calgary has lots of youth - need to tap into this resource as well as supporting them with better 

transit, and more options for affordable housing.  Again, the difference between 

established, older workers and younger people is fairly dramatic in terms of options. 

Calgary has many programs specific to engaging and supporting youth - ConnecTeen is an 

incredibly valuable peer support service. 

Calgary has numerous programs and events for children. It's just a matter of them being aware 

it's available. 

Calgary has very ambitious youth 

Calgary is a city of opportunity for all ages including youth. 

Calgary is a place where young people develop as good citizens who contribute to the 

improvement of their city. 

Calgary is a relatively young city and there are lots of recreational facilities as well as cultural 

opportunities such as the Children's Festival available to children and youth. 

Calgary is a relatively young city- there are many youth recreational activities available- It would 

be nice if they were more accessible to lower income families.  I think recognized low 

income families have more access than those who are just on the cusp- i.e.: they have 

enough money to just get by but not enough for anything else (dance classes, hockey, etc) 

Calgary is a vibrant and young city, there are a ton of opportunities 

Calgary is a world leader in youth quality of life.  It is a great place to grow up and a great place 

for families. 

Calgary is a young city and getting young people involved will help them develop a sense of 

pride in themselves, their neighbours and the city. 

Calgary is a young city and I think we celebrate our youth and the energy that they bring to the 

city. 

Calgary is a young city with a very diverse youth sector. Diversity of culture, income, family 

structure, sexual orientation, etc. is difficult for adults to navigate, so it must be even more 

so for young people. Life is complicated and the more mental health support we can offer 

youth and their families, the better. This doesn't just mean therapeutic supports, but 

opportunities for families to spend time together, having fun doing affordable activities. 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 353 

Calgary is a youthful city and there is lots for young people to do, hence low crime rate 

Calgary is already very youth-friendly and has lots of opportunities for youth to thrive 

Calgary is an awesome place to raise children and youth, it is tolerant, forward thinking and 

inclusive for youth.  I am so glad I am raising my kids here. 

Calgary is blessed with many ultra smart young people, who should be given a "voice" The 

current Calgary education boards need to do a much better job,both with finances and 

school system education 

Calgary is blessed with one of the younger demographics in Canada due to work opportunities. 

We need to keep that competitive edge & continue to provide reasons for our younger 

demographic to work, live & play in Calgary. 

Calgary is generally a great place to grow up, with opportunities 

Calgary is one of the best places in the world for youth. 

Calgary is starting to provide more opportunities for youth activities, 

Calgary provides enormous opportunities for young people.  The education system, the 

geography and the sense of being able to achieve your dreams is strong for many youth.  I 

worry for those who don't fit in, who struggle with physical and mental health issues.  When 

I think of the two, mental health issues seem the most neglected.  Early help is so 

important.  We can do more. 

Calgary seems to have lots of programs for younger children but needs to work on getting 

resources for teens 

Calgary seems to put a lot of resources and effort into youth 

Calgary still is an great place to raise young people an be able to provide them a great place to 

grow in place. 

Calgary youth would do a lot better if the social experiments stopped and a return to religious 

education and support groups were placed in all schools.  "Social Experts" need to stop 

creating fractured segments within society that require more social assistance money and 

deal with healing the people thru application of the Good Word. 

Calgary's youth are more engaged in the political process than their peers in other regions of 

the country. 
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Calgary's Youth are proven capable, contributing citizens and continue to set the standard for 

tomorrow's leaders! 

Calgary's youth are very fortunate to have access to all our sports and recreation facilities. 

Calgary's youth are well served.  Let's show them it's cool to be engaged in community and 

provide incentives for them to do so with bursaries for post-secondary, discounted 

transit/city facilities, etc. 

Calgary's youth have excellent educational, recreational and sports opportunities! They are 

more physically active and health conscious than many other cities in Canada because of 

this! We need to continue celebrating and encouraging this active healthy life balance in our 

youth. 

Celebrate achievements of youth towards development and progress. 

Charities such at Calgary Youth Justice Society making a positive difference in the lives of youth. 

Children are still being born in Calgary… and will need schools, rec facilities- very important to 

engage these kids so they do not become swallowed up by their social media and computer 

games etc… 

City Hall School and the Open Minds program 

COMMENT: Radio button 3 is tricky to understand what you mean because some have obvious 

negative associations (sexual exploitation) and then others are simply how one refers to a 

particular group (LGBTQ). Are you insinuating that LGBTQ are a negative like the other 4 

listed? Be more mindful please. Or educated like the option notes. 

Communities across Canada are waking up to the fact that teen suicide can be prevented. 

Diversity 

Each youth has much to offer us in learning and awareness. 

Eagerness of youths 

Educational institutions who work to support and grow our youth 

emotional  weaLLth    is  a  better  NON  StigmA  attached   term   who  wants  to  be  in  the  

"MENTAL  group"  ???  we  all   yes  universal  agree ABLE  statement:     want  all others  

doing  enjoying  more of  what they  NeeD  &  want  and  whole lot  less of  that wich  they  

don't  need  nor  want   to  be doing!!! 
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Encourage quality time spend as a family. 

Enormous opportunity 

Excellent education available 

Excellent opportunities to get educated 

excellent programming for at risk youth 

Facilities such as Heritage Park and Lougheed House and their programs for young people. 

Flexibility!  Young people are not tied to the Calgary economy - they can move to areas where 

there are more and better opportunities. 

FOCUS TOO MUCH ON YOUTH 

For kids who haven't got to travel long distances to school, there is a lot going on that they can 

participate in. For those that bus 45+ mins each way, it makes it hard for them to find jobs, 

participate in after-school activities, and actually form a strong connection with their 

community :( 

Forget the LGBTQ  crap this is a smokescreen.....we've ben dealing with this for years it is a NON 

issue! 

Fun factor is high as well as socially positive 

Gay Pride parade. Anything that supports families with children, no matter how that looks, 

same-sex parents, adoptions, fostering. 

Generally the youth I encounter seem well adjusted and have good values. 

Generally young people I meet around town are very well behaved 

Get them off their electronics and active again will make them appreciate what is going on 

around them. 

good opportunities for sport, arts in communities and schools. 

Good public education 

Great opportunities for youth, if you can afford it 

great programs, good schools, relatively safe place to grow up 

Great school system and services 

Great schools and opportunities are here if one is ready to look for them! 

Great volunteers 
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Green Fools Social Circus! 

high levels of youth opportunity across the city 

I AM AMAZED AT THE OPPORTUNITES FOR Calgary KIDS such as the Calgary after school 

Programs! 

I could care less. 

I don't know about other schools, but I celebrate the fantastic schools and teachers we've had. 

I feel that we are growing in the education and awareness of the points I've noted above. 

I really don't know. Calgary is a young city but I have little contact with young people 

unfortunately. 

I see so many great kids - I volunteer at the Boy's & Girl's Club, and the kids are all wonderful. 

I think our diverse city provides an environment for youth to develop understanding and 

connectedness with others who are different from them in varying ways. I think this is 

awesome! 

I think that youth growing up in Calgary now have more options then ever.  The mental health 

programs are lacking though, the number of times I hear people say they've been turned 

away from health care services because their circumstance didn't warrant immediate care is 

heartbreaking. 

I think there are a lot of centres, outlets, groups, professionals, clinics, prorams and other 

support for youth. 

I think there are a number of positive programs for young people in the city. From sports to 

music and a variety of programs gives young people the chance to try many different 

opportunities. 

I think we do have many activity options available.  Every time I walk through my local rec 

centre, there are always teens hanging out, playing sports, enjoying the facility and being 

together.  I love it! 

I would love to see more youth clubs for dancing, arts, contributing to society as a whole - they 

could be shovelling snow, talking to seniors and being a larger part of the community 

If a youth has access to basic needs resources within his or her family, there are a multitude of 

ways to become involved including volunteering, sports, arts, etc. 
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Including volunteerism in our school curriculum is a huge benefit to our long range community 

engagement and success. 

Increase education on the LGBTQA+ community 

Increase opportunities for sports and recreation. Our community centers are wonderful. 

Increased education and activities to include all LGBTQ, immigrant youth, et al. need 

IMMEDIATE and SUBSTANTIVE addressing. What to celebrate is very simply - everyone of us 

is a Calgarian - you are appreciated, respected, and are recognized as a valued contributor 

to our community - Calgary is everyone and is at its best when it brings out the value of and 

finds a place for everyone. 

initiatives targeted at youth to stay in/complete high school like All in for Youth. 

Intelligence! 

It seems that youth are negatively impacted by a number of issues yet many seems to be doing 

well. I hear about some young people who are doing amazing things. I think we can be very 

hopeful about our future 

It seems there are lots of programs to support youth and community. 

It's all good, sometimes I think we don't need health class, it's pointless. 

Keep youth employment centre going love the skate parks 

Leave them alone and let parents bring them up.Why special treatment.They will soon have to 

find their way in the world ..Get better teachers  .Teachers are not graded and they should 

be 

Less crime means the dedicated work being done is working 

Let's try to think (and treat) youth as young adults with the same opportunities and 

responsibilities as adults.  And yes - a 2nd chance is always a good idea, 

LGBTQ efforts within schools and agencies for youth. 

Lots of activities here. 

Lots of activities to keep youth occupied. 

Lots of amazing programs and opportunities for recreation and time outside in city parks 

Lots of education options 

Lots of library and community programs for children to enjoy 
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Lots of opportunities for youth to be involved and volunteer through Youth Central. 

Lots of opportunities for youth to get involved in a variety of things 

lots of programs for youth 

Lots of very active youth.  Many, many supports such as youth employment centre, Avenue 15, 

boys and girls club, ConnecTeen.  Many great opportunities for youth to make a difference 

such as Mayor's youth council. 

Lots of volunteering opportunities for youth, but we need to leverage their creativity and 

innovation more. 

lots of youth services; engaging men & boys etc 

make adays youth 

Make them comfortable to participate in every event and presentation,need to share theirs 

problems 

Many contribute well to society and it is good to see. Good to have the discount to the health 

facilities to promote fitness. Excellent to have the Teen room in the Central library. 

Many different social programs are available 

Many neighbourhoods are trying to create programming for teens. It is very hard to find after 

school and especially summer opportunities for teens of all socio-economic levels. I applaud 

organizations working this area. 

Many of the young people in Calgary are fantastic citizens. 

Many of the youth stay in Calgary 

Many wonderful parks and Leisure Centers for them to go to. 

Many young people take advantage of the  educational and recreational opportunities in 

Calgary. 

Many youth survive despite despite the generational legacy of abuse. 

Mayor's attention to diverse communities 

Mental Health Services for youth have got to be the largest issue facing this community.  There 

is a woeful lack of these services and when that is the case not only the youth but their 

whole family suffers.  Many of the the issues for youth could be addressed by the provision 

of the appropriate mental health supports for this group. 
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More involvement of youth and seniors. 

More programs like Antyx please! 

Most of  our  youth are good contributing citizens and we should celebrate the good things that 

youth are doing. 

Most of our youth graduate High school, attend University/College. 

Most of the youth I've come across are rude and disrespectful. Mighty little consumers though, 

always needing the latest everything. No celebrating there. 

Most want to contribute to bettering society. 

Most youth are interesting, hard working people. 

My kids are babies so I don't know much about this area. 

NA 

need more avenues for them to do something 

New skateboard parks & back yard ramp bylaws!! 

No comment 

No comment. 

no comments 

No comments 

No comments. 

no idea 

No idea. 

Not MUCH    We need to have more projects to support youth in self-discipline, morals and 

work ethics.  So they can learn to be focused a better life and not the me generation 

ideals!!! 

Not much We need teachers to insist on discipline and work ethic 

not sure 

Not sure 

Not sure, my children are doing well. 

nothing 

nothing 
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nothing 

Nothing 

Nothing  ...........we need to provide more opportunities for all to participate in the many events 

and activities our city has to offer. programs at the zoo, science centre, heritage park, 

olympic park are some examples that are unaffordable to a very large portion of our youth. 

Nothing this year, because .like I said earlier, its all about the jobs, stupid! ( - or is that "...all 

about the economy, stupid!"?).  In former years, I think Calgary was a great place for kids.  

The only improvement required, still valid, would be to make even more activities available 

to them and to get off worrying about the silly things in life. 

NOTHING! Allow schools to have GSAs, and then there might be something to celebrate 

Nothing, stop closing schools would be nice 

nothing, take away their cell phones so they will learn how to talk! 

Nothing.  City taxes robs the businesses of the opportunity to provide opportunities for the 

young.  Simple logic and math. 

Nothing. Encourage them to be self dependent, but be vigilant, otherwise, incidents like the 

one at COP in winters where twins died while coming down on sled, can and will be 

repeated, if drugs are not taken away from them. 

Nothing. Most of these  brats are the most self entitled youth I have ever seen, and as I am a 

senior, I have seen a few generations of youth over the years. 

Number of educational options for youth in Calgary 

number of non-profits dedicated to youth 

On the surface it appears that a lot of consideration is given to youth.  However I suspect out of 

school it is all dependent upon parental engagement and dollard 

Once again I think we are attempting to support youth in many ways and that families need to 

take advantage of the efforts being offered 

Opportunities abound in Calgary for physical, mental, emotional, social, spiritual well-being. 

City pools and fitness centres, skate parks, continuing education, sports/interest groups, 

churches offer much to those who put in the time and energy to seek out what they 

need/want. 
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our  younger population is  happily growing. Good news for everyone. However,  new Canadian  

youth need a better support in the school system, to feel welcome and not intimidated by 

the system. Once  youth  drops out of school, it is  a very long and expensive  process to get 

them back on the right  track. Prevention is less expensive and effective than Intervention. 

Our continued efforts to ensure that youth that want to play sports are afforded the 

opportunity and get to play sports. 

Our many parks, and our Parks and Recreation facilities, YMCA, YWCA, private sport facilities 

and programs. 

Our schools and the dedicated teachers 

Our society has recognized and addressed some of the needs; for example, the bully, drug, gang 

and sexual exploitation issues.  However, more programs are needed to develop to guide 

the youth to right direction.  More after school program should be availability to K to grade 

12.  Collaboration among individual skilled adults (no necessary through academic but life 

skill), non profit organizations, and corporate business can work together to nurture the our 

future generation.  Our society in both private and government must recognize the 

volunteers' effort and time.  Because they are the models and connector for our future 

good citizens. 

Our sports and other activity options for youth are widespread. Much like the grade 6 

environment camps that instilled recycling and consumption questions into their mindset, 

we need to increase school programs / formal curriculum that emphasize the larger 

community/giving back, etc. 

our young people are pretty lucky for the most part - can we inspire them to move beyond 'me' 

to 'we' in their thinking locally? 

Our young people themselves 

Our youth are a great resource.  They are showing us how to cope with economic uncertainty in 

creative and novel ways. 

Our youth are amazing, and are the most socially mindful generation to date. I continue to be 

inspired by them, and would like to see even more supports for their mental health and 

wellness. 
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Our youth are not a part of our city.  They do not have places that are theirs, and Adults in the 

community who know them.  The local hangout does not exist, as there are very few 

businesses that welcome them. Mall Security move them along, instead of getting to know 

them. Employers who want to employ them, and neighbors who welcome them into their 

homes.  The concept of "it takes a village to raise a child" is not present in Calgary Culture 

Our youth is our future. We need to continue to celebrate their achievements and help guide 

them into adulthood. We are fortunate to have such a wonderful population of young 

people and need to make certain they have the chance to grow into useful humans. 

Our youth is, on the whole, awesome.  I wish they would be encouraged to participate in their 

community functions.  The youth that volunteer in our community functions are a great 

bunch of kids. 

Our youth seems to be doing very well. 

Parents also need support to help their kids through tough times - there needs to be family 

focus and not just youth focus. 

Parks! 

Personally im sick and tired of being asked if im carrying drugs on the basis of looking suspicious 

because i was with a group larger then 10 

plenty of rec. programs available 

Pretty much everything. Overall, Calgary has a great youth community 

Programming with parks and recreation-great!  YMCA-free programming for grade 5/6 (?) 

students--amazing!  Boys and Girls Clubs of Calgary club--we need one in the SW and they 

are truly a community hub for youth.... more clubs like this. :) 

Provide more employment opportunity to the youth as well as affordable housing too. 

Quality of their education.  And their values 

Really, Calgary needs all of the listed priorities. 

recreation and social opportunities - arenas, sports, clubs 

Recreation opportunities are available. Transit rates. Education opportunities. 

Recreation options like skate parks and parks are very accessible. 

Recreation programs and facilities. 
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Recreation programs that are being offered for youth including the new City of Calgary summer 

pass. 

Recreation spaces and programs for youth are more available. 

Responsible and talented young people seeking opportunities to be involved in meaningful 

ways 

Schools are doing a good job 

Schools, youth services, Engaging Men & Boys, churches, etc 

Sense of youth disengagement. Not sure what to celebrate. 

Should be able to easily take alternative transportation, bike and walk to all recreational 

facilities and schools. (ex Calgary Soccer Centre and Bearspaw Soccer Centre) 

Skateboard parks 

So many awesome youth organizations! 

So many opportunities for youth to engage. Great facilities, events, etc. Local governance that 

encourages participation and engagement. 

So many types of schools, so many opportunities. I rarely is ever see kids wandering around 

looking bored and getting in trouble, there are so many services for them. 

Social issues and participation should not be dumbed down because of age. 

Some teenagers aren't completely rude 

Sport facilities and volunteer coaches. 

Stand up against legalizing cannabis, this is causing too many youth to develop mental health 

issues.  Keep neighborhood police stations; stiffer crimes for vandalism/graffiti are 

necessary. 

support for youth should be global: mental, physical, emotional, and environmental. Like the 

Our Whole Lives Program offer by UUA. 

Support schools and teachers to address needs of youth - population is quickly diversifying. 

Lobby ab govt for increased esl funding 

Swimming pools, soccer fields, Young Canadians, opportunities for involvement in cultural 

groups, biking and hiking trails, skateboard ramps 
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That many youth are assisting other youth and are consciously giving back to make this a better 

place. 

That the mayor and council are interested and involved in engaging youth in the community. 

That there are organization that encourage youth participation such as Youth Central. 

that they can stay in Calgary and find opportunities for work, education and recreation 

That they haven't started protesting in the streets about the high unemployment rate among 

youth.  We better get ahead of this. 

That we have a large number of young people who haven't left yet.  If we can encourage them 

to stay and make a living here we will ensure the growth of our city. To do this we will need 

to expand job opportunities outside of oil and gas and pay a living wage. 

That we have services in place for mental health and addiction. Coming from  Vancouver, and 

working within the health system, I am continually impressed at the range of programs and 

services that we are able to offer. I think celebration of this could potentially look at specific 

support of child & youth targeted prevention strategies. 

the ability of the local non profit community that is coming together to address gaps in youth 

mental health services. 

the availability of recreational facilities and the commitment to keep adding facilities as we 

grow. 

The best city to grow up in. 

The biggest transitions are made here. We've many opportunities for athletes. Do we have the 

same for non athletes: nerds or some sort, loners, people looking for a cause,  and artists? 

The bright, engaging youth that will be our future leaders. Those involved e.g. me to we, 

Science fairs, the arts 

The Calgary Youth Employment Centre is a fantastic resource for Calgary Youth and 

Employment. 

The CPS Youth Link is a great facility 

The cultural scene in Calgary is too week.  This should be one of the main strategies to increase 

youth participation and development. 

The ever-expanding parks for groups and the building of community specific recreation parks. 
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the fact that they are our future.  What do we want our future to look like? 

The fact that we are becoming more educated, less marginalized and we have developed a 

platform through advocacy and participation in politics. We do need more focus on mental 

health issues, especially amongst LGBT+ youth. 

The forced increase to minimum wage is going to harm our kids who will not be able to find 

entry level jobs. With a 50% mandated increase in labour costs within a  period of 3 years, 

young people will be sidelined as businesses that might have employed them struggle to 

find a way to survive. 

the full range of educational facilities in the city available to youth 

The inclusion of volunteerism in the school curriculum is an outstanding way to engage youth in 

the importance of giving back. 

The intelligence, volunteerism, and their idealistic ambitions. 

The issues of bullying and issues faced by the LGBTI community are being addresses. 

The large percentage of youth who are making great choices for themselves and the benefits of 

others. 

The LGBTQ community has seen a lot of positive change provincially. At a city level leadership 

needs to speak out against homophobia. Explicitly support the new education plan and 

ensure it's enforced here in Calgary. 

The many amazing and well funded programs available which support youth and give them a 

voice. Youth Central! Youth Employment Centre! Mayors Youth Council! Library programs! 

Extracurricular programs and fee assistance to allow equal opportunity. 

The many many community centres accessable to youth for all types of activities 

The many opportunities Calgary's youth have (Ie. Calgary Stampede Showband). 

The Motor Cycle gangs should celebrate the extraordinary wealth they have ammassed at the 

cost of the integrity of our society 

The myriad opportunities available for youth to pursue. 

The number of clubs, events, and activities around the city throughout the year seem attractive 

to youth volunteers. This is a VERY good thing. 
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The opportunities available to youth in Calgary are endless, from education, personal 

development and activities through to employment. 

The police cadet program that takes youth and develops leaders. 

The positive response to providing LGBTQ support to youth. 

The recent lifting of bans regarding skateboarders is cause for celebration and indicates the 

desire to be supportive of youth. 

The rights of youth are respected and there are less negative impact 

The schools are taking the lead in developing an inclusive school culture that recognizes and 

celebrates the cultural diversity of Calgary's population. 

The vitality and possibility youth bring to Calgary. 

The Young Canadians and other cultural groups operating through institutions such as Mount 

Royal College; zoo programs directed at children; leisure centres; summer programs at the 

university, etc. 

The young people I know are positive and enjoy their families and our city. 

The youth are mostly idiots that need to learn what real life is about... we should fine parents 

that coddle their children too much so we don't have a sissy, pansy society that can't defend 

it's boarders. 

The Youth Employment Centre should host four employment fairs per year vs. one per year. 

Attendance was high! 

The youth in Calgary have a lot. They have many opportunities to volunteer or get a job. As well 

as the many activities they can participate in and the different schools and school boards 

they can go to and be a part of. 

The youth in Calgary have many opportunities to do things in Calgary. They need more 

opportunities to work part-time jobs and earn money. 

The youth need to put down their cell phones and engage more with the outdoors and the 

community. 

Their vision and ability to contribute economically and culturally. 

There are a lot of opportunities for the youth in academics, sports and arts 
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There are a lot of things to do with children in this city. Lots. When it comes to youth 

employment things are not bad but could definitely be better. Ensuring our youth is ready 

for to be part of the workforce and the experience of real life is very important. Also 

"increase youth participation in community and civic life" is important as well because as 

mentioned earlier a functional society needs the input of every member. 

There are amazing recreational opportunities for youth 

There are excellent resources and education available. 

There are good education programs within my school system (not CBE) which build upon each 

other and are perfect for the maturity of each grade. While younger grades are 

"squeamish", awareness is the first step to understanding bullying, drugs, or anatomy. 

There are also a lot of good opportunities for youth volunteering, engagement, and 

employment. 

There are good recreational facilities. 

There are great camps and recreational programs throughout the city 

There are lots of great programs for youth 

There are lots of opportunities out there that can pay money as well as help gain transferable 

skills that will be very helpful in later life.  No, not at the high dollars that many want, but 

the opportunities are there.  The attitude that "service jobs are above me" is a tough one.  

The voice of youth is already being heard at levels higher than what their skill 

level/thoughts of accountability & responsibility warrant.  To many are interested in this 

aspect rather than contributing their time/energies to community/civic life, etc.  These 

activities are/always have been there but not so many takers. 

there are lots of programs running out there for youth populations 

There are many agencies and services for youth 

There are many concerts and activities for youth to participate in. But, many youth want the 

downtown to become a place to meet up, with more restaurants, vibrancy, and people. 

There are many free/inexpensive programs 

There are many opportunities for youth in terms of activities and education if they can afford 

them. This is a young and energetic community. 
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There are many options for those who can afford them and get their children to and from the 

programs.  Families need to reach out their personal village. 

There are many programs and opportunities for youth to enjoy 

There are many recreational opportunities for youth in Calgary. 

There are many sports and other activities for youth in Calgary.  But not enough. 

There are many youth specific programs run by a variety of sources to engage them in 

extracurricular activities and develop a well balanced lifestyle 

There are more sports facilities for youth. 

There are numerous opportunities for youth to get engaged in Calgary. Perhaps supporting 

community association programs ( by providing social assistance grants for those who 

cannot afford the programs) will help engage the bottom 10% of those who want to be 

engaged. 

There are quite a few programs in the city for youth, which is excellent. 

There are services available and lots of connections that youth can gain support and 

acceptance, but I do know friends and family that are challenged to navigate those services 

when dealing with mental health issues. 

There are some areas where volunteerism is a great CV component for youth whether it is in 

the political support area, health, cultural or sports. 

There are some good programs (such as the free YMCA memberships for a certain age group) 

and the camps in this city are great (UofC, SAIT, Mount Royal). Now if they were just all not 

full! 

There are some youth who are active in their communities, taking initiative and breaking new 

ground with what they are doing. 

There are things to do 

There have been SO MANY great strides in Calgary's LGBTQ community. As a person who came 

out about 10 years ago, in my late teens, the confidence and security of the young LGBTQ 

community is inspiring to me. They feel safe to be who they are, and I feel like older 

generations contributed to this. 5 years ago, I didn't feel safe holding my girlfriend's (now 

wife's) hand in public in Calgary. Now I can do so and not feel like I'll be harassed. 
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There is a genuine interest to let the voices of the youths be heard. But parents must also be 

allowed to be part of this. 

there is a lot of opportunities for volunteering for youth in Calgary. 

There is a vast range of opportunities for life experiences for our youth. 

There is an enormous amount of volunteers who get involved in youth sports and fitness.  This 

is done without government support which is appropriate. People should raise their 

children and not have government involved. 

There is an opportunity for everyone to have a well rounded education 

There is still a huge lack of services in Calgary for LGBTQ youth despite their over-

representation in the homeless population. That fact this is starting to be noticed is a huge 

step forward, but very little meaningful has yet to materialize. 

There's lots of supports for youth who want to volunteer, work, start projects, or get involved in 

other ways. 

They are active and vibrant and many are contributing to our community 

They are activist at a young age in a variety of realms (political, social, volunteerism, 

philanthropic) and that is a reason to celebrate. 

they are all great 

They are brilliant! The future is in good hands. 

they are eager to participate and help 

They are smart intelligent and talented. They have lots of opportunities. 

they are spoiled the entitled generation 

They are the future 

They are the future of Calgary 

They get bored and leave the city. 

they have everything 

They have gifts and energy that should be engaged. 

They have good ideas and we should be listening and acting in these ideas 

they have great education systems 

They have many opportunities to participate in sports and other entertainment. 
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They seem to be politically aware and active 

This is a great place for activities outdoors and otherwise. 

This is a vibrant and recreational city for young people. 

Those who work hard in school and sports. 

Today's youth seems to have new lens on life; their sole motivation is not just in a landing a job, 

they're confident and want it all. Youth are passionate, creative and socially motivated and 

we should celebrate all the future holds for this next generation of leaders to change and 

shape the 21st century. We may not know how their lives will evolve, but I hope they take 

good care of our planet. We need to celebrate and support youth as they build an 

everlasting legacy for Calgary. 

Tons of recreational and social opportunities for youth of all ages. 

Too long of a waiting list for those who require mental health services 

Too many gangs and too few police enforcement. Surveillance here is a nightmare. Arson is 

increasing, crime rate is increasing. All the while the police are more concerned about giving 

traffic tickets than fighting actual crime. 

two wheel view and camp firefly give Calgary's youth safe environments to learn and explore 

Unsure. 

variety of recreation and leisure pursuits available to youth 

Various youth programs are great for keeping kids active 

Vibrancy 

volunteer programs,opportunities in arts and sports etc 

We are a vibrant, young city with many sports and educational facilities, and a vast array of 

green spaces, and bike paths, and excellent access to the surrounding wilderness. There is 

an awareness of the importance of sport and other activities for young and old. 

We are a young population, and recognize the importance of that. We have great post 

secondary institutions and great grade schools 

We are helping them get an education and are working to make their life better than what we 

had at their age. 

We are increasing the education of bullying, LGBTQ etc. 
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We are still having a lot (too many) of babies. 

we are the new generation 

We are very fortunate to have such a vibrant youth, and one that we show off in so many 

aspects of life (sports, education, entrepeneur, arts, etc). 

We do amazing with our youth! 

We have a great deal of resources available for Calgary's youth.  Access to the resources is all 

that seems to be required. 

We have a lot of sports facilities but low income people can't afford thrm 

We have a relatively well educated work force largely due to the educational opportunities 

young people have in this city.  We would do even better if the cost of post secondary 

education was affordable.  But young people then need good employment opportunities to 

move on with their lives and that seems to be a growing issue. 

We have a strong and active youth sports City that is well supported by parents, minor sports 

organisations and city Parks and Recreation. 

We have a very youthful vibrant city where the young generation can flourish 

We have a wonderful young population in Calgary but we do have too many that are falling 

through the cracks. We need to ensure we focus on supporting youth through education 

and other opportunities at an early age, so that a greater proportion of our youth become 

productive, contributing citizens. We need to recognize that early childhood education is an 

investment, rather than a cost centre. 

We have an incredible education system, strong networks for recreation opportunities. 

We have many opportunities for youth - rec centres, sports, arts programs, volunteer programs 

etc 

We have many very responsible, well educated youth. 

We have several recreation centres, some of which have discounted or free evening options for 

high risk, low income youth (YMCA Eau Claire). The Beltline Youth Centre is wonderful. 

We have so many young leaders with proud, loud voices! 

We have so much work to do in this area. 

We have some amazing youth leaders & role models 
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We have some excellent organizations such as the Boys and Girls Club working with our young 

people. 

We have some outstanding programs (eg,  youth link, ) but need more 

We need to address bullying and discrimination early and also the issue of domestic violence.  

Research shows that boys need to be addressing this issue pre-puberty - later than that is 

too late. 

We need to celebrate the YOUTH 

We need to see the youth, involved , and participating in the community in a positive way. 

We should celebrate that we are a city of many volunteers, and those parents who are active in 

their community often bring their children along and introduce them to civic life.  But we 

also have many new citizens - from near and far - so we need to encourage education on 

citizenship, and expectations of being an active citizen in a community. 

We should celebrate the diversity of Calgary youths and promote education in intersectionality 

from a young age 

We should celebrate the diversity of youth and adopt their progressive nature and acceptance 

of people 'as they are'. Calgary should lead in this area. 

we should lower University tuition.  Example, upon Graduation with a Major degree, we should 

cancel Student Loans. 

We sure have great teachers and school administrators. 

Well educated demographic. 

Well I guess if you can afford to play sports. you could celebrate all the new areas to play. But 

the adults also use these areas so still not enough time in a day for everyone to use them 

when we need. Never mind Telus spark and how boring is that --you go once in 3 mo and 

then nothing new all summer!! and expensive for a family. 

We've seen many youth who volunteer at various charities and functions. More youth need to 

be aware of the benefit of helping others. 

What we should celebrate about Calgary is that there are a great many programs serving that 

populations. Some of those programs range from the YMCA, Boys' and Girls' Clubs to 

Connecteen that try to meet the recreations and emotional needs of that population. More 
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funding may be needed to create awareness of programs such as the Bullying helpline for 

Calgarians. 

What when they complete their education they can find a job 

When it comes to youth, we will make a difference in Calgary. 

Work around youth is really improving but youth mental health is an area where little or no 

investments exist. Youth mental health is key to all other issues including school 

completion, entering the job market, overcoming poverty and homelessness, avoiding 

addictions and building stable families. 

You will never go wrong instilling a sense of civic responsibility in youth. 

Young people are awesome 

young people need to feel positive about their job future. 

Young people show much enthusiasm for the musical life of Calgary! 

Young population. 

Young Vibrant City 

Youth access to mental services is abysmal 

Youth and new Canadians have adopted the volunteer ethos of their parents or grandparents 

and are serving/volunteering regularly in the community. 

Youth are a big part of Calgary; we're a young city. 

youth are somewhat isolated and we need to increase opportunities for volunteering, co-op 

programs in schools at high school and junior high level - working at shelters etc. from a 

young age to develop civic responsibilities 

Youth create energy and vibrancy in our city, they breath new life into our communities. We 

should be grateful for them. 

Youth engagement in a variety of organizations is high.  Owe a big thank you to the many 

partners the city has to engage youth and to our public school systems 

Youth have a better voice now due to social media however a lot needs to be done regarding 

mental health. My sister didn't receive proper mental care. After a year of seeing a school 

guidance councillor she attempted suicide then received a great number of services through 

the hospital. It never should have reached that point. 
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youth have good resources eg. sports 

Youth in our city experience a good quality and style of life. If we include youth more 

community and municipal events and make them part of the choices and everyday factors 

that make a city the thriving unit it is, we will only see more ambition toward sharing 

opinions, having a voice and being a functional part of the community. 

Youth leadership and contributions to our communities well being 

youth need to be out working instead of on their phones 

youth need to be taught that there will be consequences for their bad actions. Most youth are 

brought up well, and are given opportunities, make parents responsible for the actions of 

their children 

Youth need to know how government works and how to prevent socialism from taking over. 

youth seems healthy and active in Calgary. The majority of our young people are pleasant hard-

working (When they can find a job)and particularly interested in the world. 

Youth volunteering is very appreciated in the society 

Youthful city - lots of young/families and lots of opportunities 

decrease the need for kids to be driven to school - after school programs - hot lunch programs 

where food is actually cooked from scratch onsite - increase outdoor playtime in nature - 

increase lunch hour times - kids should not be forced to eat in the hallway sitting down, a 

place to eat as a civilized human being is part of education otherwise you are teaching them 

that food is a low priority - there are no second language programs in the intercity, why is 

that? 

their vitality and desire to make a difference 
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Immigrant Newcomers 

Which of the following do you believe is the top priority for improving Calgary when 

it comes to immigrant newcomers? OPTIONS: Increase support for accreditation of 

foreign professionals, increase sense of identity and belonging amongst immigrant youth, 

increase learning opportunities for English as a second language (ESL) education, increase 

job opportunities for newcomers, increase culturally appropriate services for new 

immigrants and ensure refugees are welcomed and integrated into the Calgary community. 

 

Accept only those who have skills to work and will learn an official language. 

Again they get enough help form the Feds.  More than our own. 

all 

All are top priorities as they address different sectors of the immigration - Immigrants are not 

homogeneous. 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above - But ! 

All of the above!That we need to give every citizen in Calgary (regardless of race, age, sexual 

identity) a sense of community and ability to contribute to the larger whole. Our city can be 

a beacon of working together which we saw during the flood and fire.  I would love to see a 

more community effort between employers and citizens in helping one another ride out this 

tough economic climate. 

All of the above. 

Also educate white people to be less racist! 

as an immigrant myself, I believe that Calgary is doing an excellent job already 

As Cdn born, I wouldn't begin to guess what others find important or necesary. 

Assimilate, integrate and appreciate the opportunities. Stop the enclaves of cultures! 

Be certain they have command OF THE English language.Less is more. 
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Believe this is one of the ongoing fabrics that has existed in Calgary. Don't need to throw the 

balance off to the detriment of current Calgarians. 

Calgary doesn't need improving, the immigrants do! 

Decrease the f ing immigrants 

Do nothing they get to many freebies as it is. 

Don't admit immigrants who can't speak English ( I am an immigrant myself) 

don't bring in any immigrants 

Don't give them more money than us that gave lived here for 35 yrs get 

Don't try to assimilate newcomers. Welcome and embrace their culture and heritage. 

educate immigrants on Canada's laws, culture and society rather than changing laws, culture 

and society to adapt to immigrants. 

encourage self sufficiency asap 

Ensure immigrants at lage are welcomed and integrated into the calgary community including 

New Canadians 

Ensure when they are getting help they are using it not abusing it. 

ESL should continue past the basics. Many continue to speak English with extremely thick 

accents making it very hard to understand them. Especially in health care there should be 

more than an English comprehension test. There should be an oral exam that requires them 

to also be understood. 

Find a better way to provide education to  young adults whose education has been interrupted.  

Learning English and getting back on track in education is difficult particularly for older 

youth as opposed to young children. 

FN and Metis should have access to these services - they're SO much better than the services 

they have access to. 

fuck them 

Getting them to learn OUR CULTURE. 

help them to help themselves - YMAP 

I don't know 
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Immigrants are the first to recognize what they need and how the city can support them. They 

have valuable experience and understand diversity. Listen to them. 

Immigrants can find their own job like the rest of us.  Should not be allowed CPP. OAS, medical 

services, housing or access to other services unless they can pay for it (it is not government 

assisted - that is our hard earned money; born and raised Canadians are tired of paying for 

immigrant newcomers). If new immigrants want to be Canadian then they should dress and 

act like Canadians (we don't wear turbans, face cover, etc.)  They don't mind driving our 

cars and accessing all the ammendities that Canada has to offer. 

Immigrants should be speaking English while in public places of Canada 

Increase learning opportunities of Canada's culture if they want to be Canadian!!! 

INCREASED CHILD CARE OPTIONS 

It's a very difficult and expensive process, lots of barriers to end up giving up 

Let us make sure we are equipped as a city to integrate refugees before we commit to a certain 

number. 

Let's welcome immigrants as new Canadians instead of treating immigration like its a home 

away from home situation. 

Make it clear that they chose to come here. For them to then campaign to make our 

community like the one they left is unacceptable. They need to embrace and actively 

support our community values. 

make sure we have jobs for them before they come 

mentorship immigrant to immigrant 

need more middle eastern food 

New comers must be contributors to socieity 

Newcomers are treated like royalty compared to the Indigenous population.  This needs to 

change.  I'm not saying treat newcomers worse, but it's long past time for Indigenous 

people to stop receiving second class treatment. 

No improvements needed 

No opinion 

Not really a requirement to improve 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 378 

Nothing - they get enough handouts. 

Nothing more than present 

Our economy is in terrible shape, now is not the time to promote net migration when there are 

few jobs to be had. Creates a tax burden we already can't afford. 

Provide environment so newcomers can integrate into Canadian society not become ethnics 

living in Calgary with previous values 

recommend to the Federal Govt that there should be a more focused immigration policy..Better 

rules for criminal or other transgressions 

Reduce immigration levels to reduce isolation and ghettoization and to increase integration 

with mainstream community. 

See comment for youth 

seems to me that so much is focused on our newcomers re getting work etc, and so little is 

available for middle aged born and raised in canada 

send them to Ontario where all the jobs are aw we have none here 

send them to Ottawa to get work as we have none here 

Should learn English before fleeing to Canada, shouldn't be given anything free, work for 

everything just like any other Calgarian 

Stop allowing racial segregation and limit the amount of immigrants coming to Calgary, unless it 

is for trades or industry we are short skilled workers but enough with the Asian bankers and 

accountants!! 

stop media from bulling and creating certain opinions about the immigrants. first you create 

barriers via creating opposition in the minds of local people and then you create the 

programs and pay locals to overcome this barriers... obviously more free ESL courses should 

be available to immigrants. and recognize their accreditations. at the end of the day they 

are paying the same taxes. the integration of immigrants is a key. but not through putting 

people down. treat them equally, not as a second class. 

Sufficient support  for immigrants to upgrade education.  Ontario is more supportive 

The City has "sold out" in terms of applying all manner of political correctness. 

They should have classes to learn English before being integrated into the schools or workforce. 
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they should learn English before coming here 

To make sure they have a plan before coming to canada to ensure they can look after 

themselves. So they dont think everything should be handed to them like housing, a 

job.etc... 

Too many dependant immigrants now.  Stop access to overwhelmed communities 

UNsure 

We do enough for refugees already thanks to our lax federal screening and guide lines. If 

anything, we need to tighten the rules and focus on our own homeless problems. They must 

realize that they have to adapt and embrace our values not that we have to accommodate 

all of theirs. 

We do enough I think. 

We do plenty for immigrants - no need to spend more tax dollars in this area. 

We have such an open door policy to immigrants that areas in Calgary are being taken over by 

them. As someone born here, it makes me wonder where other Calgarians have gone . 

We need more georgians 

We welcome people from other countries. Bring your skills and get to work. 

when every native born Calgarian/Canadian is taken care of, then we can worry about bringng 

more immigrants to Calgary. 
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What should we celebrate about Calgary when it comes to immigrant newcomers? 

 

A lot of immigrants are welcomed to calgary and this is something the city should feel very 

proud of. 

A lot of services and agencies are already doing a lot of great work in this space. 

a lot of serving immigrants agencies doing a great job, informing them, proving English classes, 

helping their children in school system, many volunteering opportunities to mainstream 

Calgarian to help out/ mentor newcomers/refugees 

A lot of things are done for immigrants by the city. Library programmes. ESL programmes.  But 

unfortunately as in all cities too many immigrants end up buying houses close to others with 

similar backgrounds which leads to issolation caused by language and cultural differences. 

A lot! 

A welcoming city 

A welcoming community, with plentiful opportunities for development and integration. 

acceptance of the positive effects that a diverse population has for the larger community 

Adds to the diversity and culture of the city. 

Again an area I think we are improving in.  What we really need to consider is are we setting 

these people up to succeed when they get here.  Do they have the resources and support 

they need. 

Again, first question is open to too many interpretations.  Jobs are any immigrant's priority, and 

there's still a lot of resistance to embrace immigrants into the labor force beyond survival 

jobs.  From those who are inside the work force they still experience isolation and 

marginalization. 

All of the above are important and should be addressed 

All of the above could use improvement. 

All the refugees we've helped 

already a diverse city so no basic changes needed 

Am hearing more positive news coverage about immigrants themselves 
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Amazing newcomer agencies who are working hard. We need increaesed competency among 

mainstream orga and systems as well as public education ans reaponsible media practices 

Another hard one to answer.  I think we are doing a fairly good job of welcoming and 

supporting refugees as they enter our community.  But I hear many stories of foreign 

professionals not getting hired despite their qualifications and experience.  However, most 

immigrants and refugees come for the future of their children and making sure that 

immigrant youth feel a part of our society and valued is key to their future. 

Artists like Mark Vazquez-Mackay and the volunteer service and opportunity he is providing 

newcomers. 

As an immigrant myself, there are so many services and opportunities for us. I found it hard to 

get a job initially as people were wary of a temporary visa. 

Be more selective about the immigrants we attract. Ensure they are employable when they get 

here. 

Bring so much to our city 

Bringing other cultures for us to enjoy; food, music, traditions 

Calgarian employers who have opened their doors to hiring immigrants and refugees, thank you 

for your generosity. 

Calgarians are a giving and caring group.  Immigrants should be welcomed and helped by those 

who have settled into society and thereby become integrated into the community. 

Calgarians are generally friendly and welcoming. 

Calgarians are very welcoming of new citizens. 

Calgarians are welcoming people 

Calgarians embrace the challenge of helping new Canadians.  Mentorship by an established 

family is such an asset and seems to be taken on with such understanding and real 

affection. 

Calgarians generally welcome immigrants 

Calgarians have opened our homes and hearts to refugees and immigrants. Where we fall short 

is being able to translate their professional standards to ours. 

Calgarians seem fairly open and receptive to supporting and welcoming immigrant newcomers 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 382 

Calgarians step up for our Fort McMurray homeless as well as Syrian Refugees. do we honour 

and respect their training and expertise from their home country? 

Calgary ,on the whole, are welcoming to the newcomers. 

Calgary boasts a great offering of services for immigrants to become welcomed and integrated 

into the Calgary community and the dollars/person funding is the highest in Canada. 

Calgary embraces new to Canada comers. 

Calgary has already done all of the above. Enough said 

Calgary has always been open and welcoming to those who want to start a new life and have a 

great place to live! 

Calgary has always had good supports for immigrations in its social service providers. We do a 

good job of being welcoming but need to do a better job of integrating adults and youth, 

but in particular youth, so that they feel a sense of belonging and adjust well. 

Calgary has become very diverse, and many new skills have entered our economy thanks to 

immigrants. I was happy to see the warm welcome that Syrian refugees received, although 

this city still has an attitude problem that needs to be corrected. 

Calgary has been one of the most welcoming cities in Canada for Syrian refugees. 

Calgary has been very supportive of new Syrian immigrants. 

Calgary has excellent immigrant-serving organizations (non profits) 

Calgary has excellent non-profit organizations that support newcomers. 

Calgary has very vibrant immigrant communities. 

Calgary has welcomed a number of immigrants and has supports in place for them to maintain 

their cultural practices. 

Calgary in a short time has become very diverse and it is visibly shown that we are a community 

with a significant immigrant population. Celebrate how far we have come from a small 

cattle ranching and oil based city to a diverse mixed race city. 

Calgary is a great place for anybody to come and start a new life, there is a lot of support but as 

always can be improved. When it comes to newcomers I find they are all segregated to their 

own corner of the city and therefore they live a live in their own little clique and the 

neighborhoods they reside in weigh heavily in their cultures. If we put more effort into 
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welcoming and accepting these people perhaps they would be more accepting to those 

around them. I do not expect these people to ditch their old way and cutie all aspects but 

maybe if we did better at including them and accepting their cultures, foods, traditions and 

way of life then in turn they will most likely be more willing to do the same and together we 

could have a more diversified way of living and thinking. 

Calgary is a huge melting pot that could not function without the support of its immigrants! 

Calgary is generally very welcoming. 

Calgary is a place with great possibility.  Many people come here with training and a desire to 

contribute in the area they were trained or that is a passion for them.  There are barriers to 

that we can work to help them overcome to contribute in a way that makes them feel 

valued and provides great support to our community and economy. 

Calgary is a very multicultural city and very welcoming of newcomers 

Calgary is a very welcoming city and everyone has lots of opportunities to grow and prosper. 

Calgary is a very welcoming city to immigrants and I think that's great.  To me, it is very 

important that they be understood when communicating and when they are speaking.  A 

common language is very important, especially in work search and opportunities.  that is 

why I chose opportunites for ESL education.  Calgary seems to try very hard to 

accommodate everyone 

Calgary is a very welcoming city which values what people do in the community rather than 

where they come from. 

Calgary is a very welcoming place  It seems a shame that a physician from Moldova is working 

as Nursing attendant and an engineer from Iran is working as a housekeeper because the 

burden of achieving accreditation in Canada is too great 

Calgary is a welcoming city to newcomers. In my experience it seems as though newcomers are 

set up in one corner of the city. This only creates feelings of separation, not only for 

refugees but all newcomers. We need to ensure we have an even distribution of all people 

so each person feels they have a fair shot at life in our city. 

Calgary is always very welcoming 

Calgary is an attractive destination 
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Calgary is an easy place to find activites and people who will connect you with the community. 

Calgary is an extremely welcoming city.  We're doing a great job. 

Calgary is an internationally driven city that embraces diversity. 

Calgary is becoming increasingly diverse. 

Calgary is doing well in establishing programs that respond to the need for culturally 

appropriate services for immigrants and newcomers, so they are able to integrate, thrive 

and contribute to the civic life in the city. Examples beng the Cultural broker programs with 

CFS, the PCHS programs in the NE. 

Calgary is extremely open, generous and accepting of newcomers. 

Calgary is generous and welcoming 

Calgary is much more diverse 

Calgary is rich with foreign professionals who want to work in our country. 

Calgary is very multicultural. In general, Calgary is very welcoming (we were all immigrants to 

begin with) as Calgary is a relatively new city. 

Calgary is very racist. Plus non papers don't have a place to go for help 

Calgary is very welcoming and open to all who are willing to learn, work and become party of 

the community 

Calgary is very welcoming. 

Calgary provides a safe and clean environment with opportunities for a stable lifestyle. The 

public library, volunteer groups, schools (colleges) provide English Language Learning. 

Further education geared toward our job market is available through colleges, universities 

and SAIT. Several festivals, etc allow new Canadians to celebrate their own cultures. 

Calgary welcomes immigrants and newcomers. They have access to education, jobs, and social 

events. But although many were practicing Professionals in their homeland, they are not 

able to do so in Calgary. Calgary must find ways to recognize their training and experience 

and allow them to contribute as professionals here. 

Calgary welcomes immigrants and provides much support, through various agencies, for them. 

In fact, our mayor is a role model because his parents were immigrants. Moreover, Calgary 
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volunteers help immigrants as well as encouraging them to volunteer themselves one day! 

We need to really celebrate what immigrants give back to this city as well!! 

Calgary's response to Islamaphobia and the welcoming of Syrian refugees. 

Canada brings in skilled workers by times, and then does not clear barriers for them to use their 

skills here. I've met too many office cleaning staff and taxi drivers who are super well 

educated. 

Catholic immigrant society does a great job. Individual smaller groups doing stuff to their 

capacity and capability. How are we supporting them, so they can support the immigrants. I 

think that is the most strategic leverage we can apply. 

CCIS and The Calgary Bridge Foundation for Youth 

CCIS; The Community Connections for Newcomers Program; Centre for Newcomers 

Celebrate participation and contribution of immigrants. 

Celebrate that they are now here alive.. but lonely,confused and afraid. 

Celebrate the good stories of Syrian refugee support and the opportunities for experiencing 

cultural exchange like Edgemont's One World Festival 

Celebrate them choosing to become Canadian 

Celebration of newcomers of all kinds is evident in City Hall. 

Children are easily welcomed into schools. 

Churches which sponsor one or two immigrant families and really nurture a supportive 

relationship with them not just for a few months while they get settled, but long-term. 

CIWA 

CIWA - please support them more. 

Compared to other cities Calgary is more welcoming of immigrants and their culture 

Compared with most places in the world, Calgary is one of the best for immigrant newcomers. 

Definitely welcoming 

Diverse opinions and culture they bring to our city 

Diverse work force 

Diverse, welcoming community for the most part. 

Diversity 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 386 

Diversity 

do not know enough to answer 

Do you mean English Language Learning?  Most newcomers have more than one language 

already.  English is hardly their second language. 

Encouragement to participate in community life for all ages of newcomers starts with jobs and 

the ability to build a life to be proud of. 

Enriching our community 

Ensure immigrants know this is Canada, not the country they came from and there are different 

standards here 

Ensure new immigrants integrate into our community. 

Ensure that immigrants (legally) integrate into the workforce and contribute to the growth of 

the city without giving special treatment to immigrants over current citizens. 

ESL classes 

Everything about how so many people and organizations welcomed the Syrian refugees 

Excellent programs for Newcomers through Calgary Public Library 

Excellent services for newcomers. 

Food! 

friendly and welcoming city 

General acceptance of immigrants by the citizenry 

General warmth of welcome. 

Generally I believe Calgary does a very good job welcoming new Canadians! 

Generally, Calgary is a very welcoming city. Hopefully the increase in vacancy rates and 

softening of the real estate market will make it easier for immigrants.  I would like to see 

immigrant communities better integrated 

Genesis Hub 

Go back to old rules for immigration - must be able to speak English, must have employable 

skills, deny people who will only be a drain on the healthcare systems.  Find immigrants who 

WANT to be here, not 'convenient Canadians', those who only want to claim to be Canadian 

when they need our services; eliminate dual citizenship. 
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Good English is mandatory - increase funding opportunities for language training at all levels 

from LINC forward - 

good services provided when they arrive 

Great communities who welcome immigrants. 

Great openness: Calgarians value hard workers. 

Have newcomer organization in both French and English.  Need to ensure ample opportunity to 

live and learn in English. 

Help them integrate (become part of) our city and country.  Celebrating one's culture is 

wonderful, but not at the expense of not participating and appreciating the culture that you 

have chosen to embrace. 

Help youth get connected to community. It's cool to be engaged should be a mantra for all 

youth but particularly for immigrant youth so they're not disenfranchised or disconnected 

from the new norms and community. 

Helping them work and increase their own self worth by allowing them to integrate. 

Heritage Park is a wonderfully welcoming facility for new Canadians. 

How we welcomed Syrian refugees into our communities 

How well Calgary is opening its doors to immigrants (keep it up!). 

Hungry to work hard 

I actually think Calgary does a phenomenal job of welcoming new people - language program, 

job programs, education programs for kids at school. One of the things I am particularly 

proud of here. 

I am proud of those who stand up to welcome refugees in a time of need and immigrants on a 

regular basis into Calgary. I hope there is more acceptance and less ignorance for them in 

the future. 

I believe being fluant in the English language is something that is lacking with new immigrants. 

Should be #1 to be involved in our English language if you are planning to make this home. 

I believe Calgary is doing a very good job of accommodating and integrating newcomers. But 

police, social agencies, schools and others must watch out for second-generation young 

people who may feel "left out," and who may be self-radicalized. 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 388 

I believe that Calgary has numerous programs in place to support newcomers through the 

establishment (government), community, churches, and businesses.  With the Syrian 

refugees coming to Calgary, the coordination of services was exceptional. 

I cannot tell the difference between an immigrant newcomer and a born and raised Calgarian. 

And this is as it should be. 

I disagree with your approach in providing the options above, which puts the emphasis on 

immigrants, as if they  are the cause of the problem while, in fact, white people are the 

roots of the higher unemployment rates among people of colour and immigrants. I refer to 

to this study that was done in three major cities in Canada and am confident that teh results 

in Calgary would be the same, if not worse.  

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&v

ed=0ahUKEwiRueCn7azNAhUiE1IKHbMBAJoQFggvMAI&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clsrn.eco

n.ubc.ca%2Fworkingpapers%2FCLSRN%2520Working%2520Paper%2520no.%252095%2520

-

%2520Dechief%2520and%2520Oreopoulos.pdf&usg=AFQjCNE3K06vSCQA5miwwww40bhO

VfLSbA&sig2=Pz0d7Qo067-n6HVaHrZSaw&bvm=bv.124272578,d.cGc   The problem is the 

person who hires Mathew over Samir, not Samir being under educated!!!!! 

I don't know 

I feel like Calgary is fairly inclusive and I think what the newcomers did for fort mac was 

beautiful and really showed that they wanted to connect with their new home and 

neighbours. 

I have only witnessed a small slice of what's happening in my community, but I've been so 

proud to be a part of a community supporting two families from Syria. The families are 

thriving, happy, and finding their way through various support systems in education, 

healthcare, and social connections. I know this might not always be the case, but it's so 

great to see it happening and possible. 

I have seen information sessions hosted at my library, which I appreciate and hope the refugees 

or immigrants do too. 
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I love reading stories in metro/online about immigrant/refugee families feeling welcomed and 

wanting already to give back because of how appreciated and welcomed they feel.  Shows 

that we are doing a good job for some people - I hope it's for the majority! 

I love the way we welcomed the Syrian refugees. 

I see a lot of tolerance in my workplace for newcomers 

I see community, churches and groups organized for the cause all over the place in this city. 

I think Calgary is very open to immigrant newcomers - it is very apparent when I walk around 

this city and rarely hear English anymore.  I think we can't give enough or do enough for 

these newcomers - to the point where they learn to expect special privileges & freebies & 

take advantage of it.  How about we take care of our own first! 

I think Calgary welcomes immigrants 

I think the overall warm welcome Syrian refugees have received was very touching. There are 

however huge issues in Calgary with racism. One only needs to look at how racially 

segregated our communities are. There is a sad amount that can be learned simply by 

looking at a persons address and seeing an NE versus an SW. 

I think we do an excellent job of trying to weave new comers into the community fabric 

I think we have a lot of programs available through our agencies. Are they being fully accessed 

though? 

i think we offer a lot and are generous 

I volunteer at Making Changes Association of Calgary - excellent program where immigrants are 

welcomed - and respected. 

I was so filled with joy hearing that mere months after landing in Alberta, groups of Syrian 

refugees took up offerings for those displaced by the Fort McMurray wildfires. Giving back, 

and caring for their new community and culture is exactly reflective of our shared Canadian 

values. I was so proud to be Canadian, I practically popped a button reading that! 

I worked in schools where many new to Canada children came to be educated. The vast 

majority were thrilled to live in Canada and to learn a new language. 

If people are able to work for a decent living wage and not be marginalized, the whole 

community is better off - financially and culturally. 
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Immigrant agencies such as Margaret Chisholm resettlement centre do a good job …. but more 

support needs to be available to help newcomers integrate into our society… especially 

women from Muslim countries. They need to feel a sense of safety and welcoming so that 

they do not need to wear clothing that isolates them and puts them at risk of 

discrimination. Children also need to have opportunities to learn about and engage in 

canadian culture and feel part of our great country. 

Immigrant Aid Society 

Immigrant newcomers bring a wealth of experience and diversity to Calgary. 

Immigrants and refugees make our city richer. 

Immigrants are fitting into the overall community. 

Immigrants are hard working & appreciate the freedom & safety that our democracy provides. 

Immigrants are treated like celebrates when they come here. 

Immigrants have much to offer us in their own learning and experience. 

immigrants should be encouraged to be part of the Calgary, Canadian culture 

Immigrants welcoming immigrants. The First Nations welcoming the Syrian refugees! 

In the question you ask about immigrants but in the answers you talk about refugees. Two very 

different topics. 

Increase integration. Too many immigrants seem to set up their own little homeland. We can all 

learn from each other but the walls seem to be getting higher. 

increase jobs 

Increase support to their education and health services. 

INCREASE THE SPEED OF PROCESSING REFUGEE AND IMMIGRANT FAMILIES INTO THE FLOW OF 

WELCOMING, LANGUAGE SUPPORT AND EMPLOYMENT CERTIFICATION.Valuable months 

and years are lost just waiting 

Integrate the new immigrants into the society, teach them that their barbaric practices and 

ways of thinking are not acceptable in this society. Ensure they respect Canadian laws, 

morals and customs. Otherwise, send them back to the hellholes they came from. 

Integrating new people into the community means a lot of things. Communication is the first 

and foremost barrier to this. 
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integration in schools 

Integration is key 

Integration rather than isolation 

Integration! Newcomers come to Calgary for what Calgary has to offer. 

Interpretation is a huge issue that is affecting most newcomer's access to services. The fact that 

this problem is not taken seriously, such as the dissolution of the AHS -Calgary region 

interpretation department, is embarrassing. It speaks volumes about how little respect the 

service providers in Calgary has for those who are affected by the language barrier. 

It is exciting to have immigrants to Calgary.  It enriches our city and culture.   Calgary has 

accepted the immigrants with open arms.  We have programs like ESL, association for help.  

As an immigrant, he/she should accept Calgary as their second home and strike their best as 

a Calgarian, a good citizen. 

It is imperative that ESL be provided immediately and in an appropriate manner to our 

immigrants.  Without language skills they cannot integrate into our communities.  It was 

difficult to make a choice on the above options as each is critical.  Our immigrants are our 

tomorrow. 

It is interesting that some immigrants come and don't need all the services or need them only 

for a short time while others become financial drains on society forever.  Why not ask those 

who have made it with little or no support to help mentor those who are going to be a 

problem?  Learning from those who have succeeded makes sense to me.  Also we should be 

looking to close the gaps that are causing greater long term problems.  We should not allow 

family reunification for parents of immigrants who come having paid no taxes here only to 

use medical services at great expense. 

It still amazes me that when I go to the local playground, there is often three or four languages 

being spoken. It is wonderful to have so much diversity in all corners of our city. 

its nice that the newcomer population is growing - just need to get them integrated and 

accepted. 

job opportunities should be announced and shared eqqually 

Language classes 
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Language skills are basic and must be available to all immigrants.  Both the federal and 

provincial governments must pay a larger portion of the cost of language training, both in 

the school system and for adult immigrants. 

Less is more. 

let them shadow other professionals then write exams 

Let's showcase their contributions we are a city of new comers 

letting in to many refugees 

Local community groups have embraced and integrated newcomers by hosting neighbourhood 

barbeques, etc. 

Lots of programs and services for new comers 

Many Calgarians are welcoming of newcomers and enjoy the diversity. 

Many cultural festivals are hosted by Calgary to celebrate different cultures 

Many immigrants open businesses in the community. 

Many institutions that offer services for new Canadians 

Many kind helping hands and generous donors! 

Many organization support newcomers. 

Many refugee families have recently made Calgary home. It's not noticeable in my daily life, but 

hearing stories from others of how they are being supported by local groups is great to 

hear. 

Many things are being done, but it is also true that a significant number of immigrant youth are 

being influenced to make poor choices. 

Mentorship and acceptance. 

Most Calgarians are very welcoming of immigrant newcomers; so many Calgarians remember 

being newcomers themselves, even if it's just from another province. Fairly good access to 

culturally appropriate services.. 

Most Calgarians are welcoming and supportive to immigrant newcomers when they know them 

personally. 

Most have great new opportunities in Calgary. 

Most immigrant newcomers in Calgary seem educated and speak English 
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Most immigrants are very impressed by Calgary and are glad they came, even when under 

difficult circumstances. 

New Canadians are active and contributing members of the larger comunity. 

new comers need to be able to communicate in English to be successful. 

New immigrants and refugees seem unaware of Canadian and Western culture. Calgary has 

many programs and services in this area, many time taking resources out of existing 

communities. 

Newcomers are being welcomed in all areas of Calgary. 

Newcomers are given job opportunities and are respected 

Newcomers continue to move to Calgary and fill critical frontline healthcare and caregiver 

positions in our hospitals and care centres. 

newcomers should not be isolated into building their own cultural communities but integrated 

into Calgary communities (i.e. NE Calgary is a tight, segregated cultural nightmare and I 

speak from experience). Not sure how that got out of control but it is and I'm afraid that 

there is no going back. When I travel to the NE, which I do quite frequently, it's like crossing 

a border into a different country. Reminds me of Quebec in a way. We should not be so 

willing to accommodate but rather willing to accept and help newcomers become part of 

Canada not form their own little country within Canada. It will not end well. 

No comment 

No comments 

No comments. 

no idea 

no idea 

no more immigrants until the economy improves 

No opinion 

No, Calgary is a very racist city 

Not just refugees, all immigrants. 

Nothing 

nothing 
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Nothing 

Nothing much.We throw enormous support and too many immigrants expect and take 

advantage of that.There should be much stricter guidelines for behavior etc 

Nothing!  This area is probably the worst of the worst!  You do not sling vast armies of 

undirected foreigners into an economy without disruption (eg 3000 into Calgary as part of 

Trudeau's election promises when there are 100,000 unemployed already here in Alberta).  

This whole immigration thing is mishandled currently, and appears to have been much 

better handled in the late '40s and '50s when we also had extremely large, %tage wise, 

inflows.  Even the huge inflows in the pre first world war seemed to integrate much more 

easily than they do now (there were, of course, problems then, but they seemed to pale in 

comparison because the new-comers then wanted to be here, wanted to learn English 

quickly, wanted to integrate.  My Ukrainian wife's father had lots of stories about that).      

So, the point here, is that immigrants shouldn't even be allowed in unless they have a 

positive, demonstrable, attitude about Canada and in particular, about the customs of 

Canada.   And NO religious zealots should ever be allowed in regardless of religion, this is 

after all, a secular country. 

Nothing!!!!! 

Nothing, Calgary is the most racist city I have ever lived in. 

Nothing, Educate the police to stop profiling 

Nothing.  Stop with the immigrant ghettos.  Immigrants gather and take over communities and 

do not attempt to integrate, but rather utilize our legal system to force other citizens to 

adapt and accept their cultural practices 

On the surface, at least, we seem welcoming and accepting 

open to immigrants 

Openness and good resources in communities where there is a large new immigrant 

population. Volunteerism is encouraged and alive in this area. 

Opportunities to learn about other cultures, i.e. Chinese Cultural Centre and special activities in 

Chinatown; Greek, Ukrainian festivals, etc. 

Our acceptance. 
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Our diversity. 

Our friendliness and open arms approach to our immigrants.  Our community coming together 

to support and sponsor Syrian refugees. 

Our Immigrant Serving Agencies are outstanding and they offer many valuable services  There is 

a sense in the city of celebrating diversity 

Our inclusive nature. Calgarians embrace newcomers and there are lots of organizations in 

place to assist in their transition to our city. 

Our progress with the Syrian refugees, 

Our warm welcome of the Syrian refugees 

Our welcoming communities. 

Please look after the people already here- stop bringing in more. WE DO NOT NEED ANY MORE 

IMMIGRANTS IN CALGARY, IN ALBERTA OR IN CANADA.  You don't look after the people 

already here. 

Private groups (churches etc) have extended help and sponsorship to the immigrant refugees. 

Private refugee sponsorship. I've heard a few stories of people sponsoring out of pocket which 

is incredible. 

Provide more opportunity for employment and education for new comers. 

Provide them a job, healthy and open workplaces and they will stay. 

Read the clothing requirements of the City of Calgary swimming pools.  This is way over the top 

as regards political correctness and borders on downright lunacy.  Far to much of this has 

gone on and is continuing to go on. 

Response to the Syrian refugees has been largely warm, friendly and caring. 

Sadly no celebration - Calgary (and Canada) put more resources into settling immigrants and it 

seems out of work Calgarians (Albertans) are paying the price. Let's try to get every one 

working! 

Seniors, Veterans and homeless should have been looked after before refugees. 

Services for newcomers 

Several services already in place to welcome immigrant newcomers. 

So many awesome organizations! 
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So many Syrian refugees have been welcomed and supported this year 

Some immigrants are a true joy to have here, others not so much. 

Some very active agencies and faith communities that are focused in this area. 

Some, if not most people who move to Canada from other countries know many languages. ESL 

is an out of date term that is silly to use when some of our immigrant population have 3 or 4 

languages. Use the term ELL (English Language Learners).   Just a thought. 

Start taking care of Canadians before you allow immigrants to live here for free.  There are 

many citizens that have to fight just to live.....take care of them first 

Stop seeing people as 'shiny and new' but then forgetting about them later on.  Calgary is good 

at welcoming and getting on the bandwagon but the long term engagement is extremely 

poor. 

Success will come when I see immigrants making a superior effort to "fit in" to the Canadian 

culture rather than hanging onto their own cultural practices which are foreign to Canada 

Support by immigrant population itself when a new immigrant family moves to the city 

Support service 

Supporting programs that activate youth of all ages and nationalities! 

Syrian refugees 

Syrian refugees have been warmly welcomed this year 

Syrian Refugees Support Group Calgary; Etho-cultural Council of Calgary; Calgary Bridge 

Foundation for Youth. 

Taking in and supporting refugees 

That  they have something to offer and we should be taking the time to learn from them 

That Calgarians have welcomed the current immigrants into the city BUT now the immigrants 

have to reciprocate,its not a one way handout street 

That Calgary is a place of opportunity for immigrant newcomers, a place to become successful 

Canadians. 

That community groups, temples, churches, mosques are doing everything they can to help.  

The helping thing we do in Calgary should be celebrated. 
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That newcomers are so patient with a majority of Caucasians who are not too far from a Donald 

Trump-like attitude towards immigrants 

That organizations exist that support immigrants with translators, other advocates who help 

with immigration and settlement issues. 

That our city has welcomed newcomers and that many resources exists 

That so many Calgarians are sponcering Syrian refugees. 

That the City puts on (expensive) fanfare to welcome newcomers. Actually, nothing to celebrate 

there. 

That they enrich our cultural fabric (and bring their delicious cuisines!) 

that we are a diverse population 

That we have a diverse population with multilingual peoples and that in general, Calgary is very 

welcoming. We have quite a few services set up to help people integrate and get support. 

That we have so many immigrants coming to Calgary increasing our diversity. 

That we haven't yet adopted some of the more barbaric practices our "neighbours" would like. 

The  extraordinary effort by sponsors and agencies to support Syrian refugees. 

the ability to absorb large numbers of immagrants 

The benefits of immigration 

The Calgary Bridge Foundation 

The Calgary Public Library has an astounding array of newcomer and ESL type programs. Well 

done, Library! 

The Centre for Newcomers has some terrific programs! 

The church groups that step into the foreground with hands-on assistance. 

The city does a good job 

The city doesn't segregate newcomers into like communities.  I think it's best if newcomers 

have connection to people from their 'ethnic community' as well as every other ethnic 

community. 

The classic Calgary welcoming efforts - a truly welcoming city 

The collective embrace and support towards Syrian refugees. At least as it was portrayed in the 

media. 
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The community working together to successfully land Syrian refugees. 

The compassion and generosity of Calgarians over all. 

The diverse communities, variety of ethnic restaurants and the rich sound of many languages 

being spoken when out in the public spaces also the many festivals held in the summer 

The Ethno-Cultural Council of Calgary is an amazing organisation. They really address all of the 

issues listed above. 

The excellent work and resources and of the Centre for Newcomers. 

The fact that Calgary is an open and welcoming city 

the fact that many immigrants would like to come to Calgary shows that we have the right 

attitude and right environment to greet them as many of us were greeted. 

The fact that they are welcomed and helped until they get back on their feet. 

the fact that we are all immigrants.  Specially in Calgary, most everyone came from somewhere 

else or their parents or grandparents did. 

The fact we have them. I can travel the world without ever leaving home - our vast array of 

multicultural festival events allow me to learn about other cultures. The goal as I see it is to 

include all the best from those cultures & incorporate them into what it means to be 

Canadian. 

The Genesis Centre. We need more places like this, in other parts of town! 

The immigrants who contribute so much to Calgary 

The many different points of view and experience we can learn from. 

The many resources provided.global fest pavilions and other contributions 

The network of immigrant serving agencies in Calgary. 

The newly funded anti racism project at Community Wise. We need to work to ensure 

mainstream services are accessible and welcoming of all people. 

the opening of Calgary to the Syrian refugees and the successes of other refugee groups such as 

the Vietnamese boat people many years ago 

The positive welcome many new arrivals receive. 
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The recent Syrian refugee crisis brought out so much of the best in many Calgarians.  While 

there were some bad episodes, overall Calgary seemed united and very open to receiving 

and welcoming refugees. 

The response to the Syrian refugees 

The rich diversity they offer. Not all cultural groups are the same and differences exist amongst 

each group. 

the social agencies that work in this area. 

The strength of newcomers to build community, reach out and become involved in their new 

community, and add to the richness and diversity of Calgary. 

The support the non-profit organizations provide. The acceptance of immigrants cultures in 

Calgary. How they want to get involved in their new community. 

The support they are offered 

The variuos agencies that help new commers aclimitize to our society. 

The volunteer sponsorship has been immense. 

The warm welcome our city provided to refugees 

The way that Syrian refugees were welcomed into our community. We should extend that 

welcome to all newcomers 

The way the city welcomed Syrian refugees last year. 

The way they are some of our city's greatest leaders and role models. 

The way we engage and support newcomers. 

their culture 

their willingness to work, often at jobs non immigrants shun 

There are a number of community service specific for immigrants.  Forming of their cultural 

group is easy with freedom to gather.  The many parks in and around the city facilitate 

family and group social.  Freedom of religion allows their belief to prosper. 

There are a number of organizations that provide excellent support. 

There are good organizations like the Centre for Newcomers, but again, Calgary is so big that I 

believe many folks fall through the cracks, especially as they complete basic ESL courses but 

are not yet fluent enough for most work opportunities. 
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There are many agencies and resources available to support and welcome newcomers to 

Calgary. 

There are many supports available 

There are pockets of multiculturalism around the city. Promote and help new immigrants by 

increasing ESL opportunities that will enable more accreditation, job opportunities, services 

and develop communities. If they do not know the language, they stick to there own and 

there is no growth. 

There are services that help newocmers with the transition to Canada, aiding with translation 

services,  helping the family or individual become established, and transitioning children 

into school with appropriate ESL supports 

There are supports people can get connected with.  There are lots of employment programs 

and opportunities - unfortunately, these programs are often low pay, low status, and 

newcomers who fill these roles are vastly underemployed. Simply "having a job" isn't good 

enough. 

There are thriving immigrant communities. 

There re several programs available to immigrant youth 

There seems to be a great deal of resources for newcomers.  Not sure that they all have access 

to them, however. 

They are a great gift to us. 

they are better treated than me a native Calgarian 

They are mostly helped and accepted, not rejejected as foreigners. 

They are welcomed 

They come here and receive, I think, $1600/month per person?? Anyway, we have all of these 

unemployed people that built this city over the last 20 years and they don't receive that 

much.  My daughter has paid into EI for 8 years and is being denied benefits because she is 

going back to school in the fall. She was laid off from Devon just like everyone else. She has 

paid into it, like everyone else. She should have received benefits for the summer months. 

She looked hard for a job but had to be honest about the fact that she is going back to 

school. 
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they come to improve life 

They have so much help in comparison to other countries and most people are pleasant to 

them. 

They make Calgary multi-cultural. 

They receive a lot of support from the community 

They should be able to speak and understand English before they apply to come to Canada. It is 

costing our education system way too much money having ESL classes. The children learn 

English and the parents are at home not understanding it and it makes a teacher's job twice 

as hard. 

They should be encouraged more to use the advantages that are given to them.  Such as when 

going to ESL that they should really try to use the language they are learning.  Too many go 

to class as soon as they are done they revert to their mother tongue and the class was 

basically useless and money and time wasted.  Wasting good money time and time again is 

getting to be useless to all concerned. 

They should want to be Canadians , not being what they are 

They want to come here.  When they arrive they bring value to the community 

they work harder than anyone 

Theyre welcome here. 

This is a place where anyone can enjoy a better life. 

This is a tricky one for me.  While I believe we offer outstanding opportunity and inclusion, I feel 

we can do better from a peer support standpoint making new Canadians feel welcome. 

This is a welcoming community. 

Those who come here and accept our way of life while respecting their religious beliefs 

Those who have integrated into Canadian society rather than keeping themselves separate by 

following their beliefs from other cultures, are much more successful. 

Treat them the same. No special privileges 

Until Calgary's unemployment rate falls we do not need any immigrants. 

Various services offered; warm, welcoming nature of most Calgarians. 
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Virtually the entire city was built and populated by newcomers, including large numbers of 

immigrants to Canada.  The vast majority have taken advantage of the many opportunities 

to establish successful lives in Calgary. 

We are a diverse city where success is largely driven by meritocracy. 

We are a friendly city and if you want to work hard and play outdoors; this is a great location! 

We are a pretty open bunch, but we still have racial and religious animosity. 

We are a welcoming city on the whole. 

We are a welcoming city that embraces diversity of culture. 

We are a welcoming community. 

We are a welcoming people and we should be proud of that reputation. 

we are always open, but to the detriment of the local people 

We are becoming a more diverse culture -- that's great 

We are becoming extremely multicultural. 

We are becoming more diverse all the time 

We are generally welcoming. 

We are generous and giving. E.g. response to Syrians 

We are hosting many newcomers and the services are there for them to become more 

involved...utilization is important for these to be effective 

We are more tolerant than we used to be with the influx of foreign cultures, but we still have a 

long way togo. (plus lots of great new Mexican restaurants 

We are nourished by a rich cultural base, which is changing the face of this city faster than we 

might realize.  As the number of newcomers increases, we are led to see ourselves and our 

lives in a new light.  As we let go of our arrogance and learn from other cultures, we value 

our essential humanness. 

We are one of the best cultures in the world for welcoming immigrants. 

We are very diverse 

We clearly do something right, we keep immigrating to this city! 

We did a great job with the Syrian refugee influx, but people seem to forget that there are 

newcomers from Eritrea, Somalia, Afghanistan, Myanmar, Tibet and more coming daily. We 
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need to welcome all arrivals with the same open arms. The cost of living here is so high that 

many immigrants and refugees are not able to afford their basic necessities. We showed 

with the Syrians that we are capable of more - let's not stop that momentum. 

We do open our doors to immigrants and offer support, i.e.: the recent arrival of the Syrians. 

We do really well in so many areas, but often huge language barriers, non acceptance of 

qualifications hinder the integration into the wider community & ability to do well. 

We don't need them or want them....lets look after who we got first. 

We have a diverse population, with various backgrounds. 

We have a good history of accepting and successfully integrating immigrants and will continue 

to do so. 

We have a lot of homes for them 

We have a strong network of nonprofit organizations working to support newcomers.  I believe 

they are less successful at working collaboratively. 

We have allowed many immigrants to come here, but we should educate them so they can go 

back to their countries and make a difference with Canadian pride. 

we have done our share  now we need to help Candians who were born here 

We have lots of immigrant serving agencies that serve immigrants within the city. But there is a 

lot to be done in terms of job opportunities for newcomers. 

We have made space for them to come and live. 

We have many newcomers in Calgary and I hope we're as supportive as we think we are. I think 

there's still a lot that can be done to help newcomers find work, which I know is a challenge 

for many. 

we have many wanting to come 

We have no jobs, rent is too high... fuck them, we don't want them. 

We have not arrived at a point of celebration as yet. 

We have services available that can help immigrant newcomers.  Not enough but it's a start. 

We have some good newcomers. 

We have some very good support services and programs in place to get newcomers integrated. 

A good example is Doors Open YYC. 
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We have welcomed many immigrant families to our city and have ESL programs but I 

understand that not all people who need the services can get them as there are limit 

enrolments 

We need to be aware that individuals coming to this country have different cultural 

sensitivities. But this cuts both ways. 

We need to be more deliberate in ensuring immigrants are welcomed into our community and 

are given the opportunities to make them contributing citizens. Most importantly though, 

we need to focus on immigrant youth, so they have opportunities to become educated, 

engaged and productive citizens. 

We need to focus more employment opportunities for newcomers. 

We pen our doors to the Syrian families. 

We proved with the Syrian Refugees that we will help any way we can. 

We should celebrate how Calgarians stepped up to ensure refugees were welcomed in the last 

six months and embrace future opportunities for newcomers to become more connected 

and included in our day-to-day activities and events. 

We should celebrate our newcomers and celebrate those of us who aren't incredibly racist, 

however few there are 

We should celebrate that we have newcomers at all, give the racism they deal with once they 

arrive 

We should celebrate the richness of perspective immigrant newcomers add to Calgary. Since 

most people in Calgary have immigrant roots, the vision and drive to live a better life 

brought by newcomers should be recognized and celebrated. Newcomers are an integral 

part of the Calgary landscape. 

we should provide better accommodations for immigrants when the arrive in Calgary. We 

should be prepared to accommodate professional, by placing them where they can be of 

value in their field.  this should be done before they arrive in Calgary.  Also who should be 

prepared educate their children, who are so  anxious to learn.  the Mothers and other 

women should be offered opportunities to enter education program's. 

we try hard 
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We try our best to make life easier 

We welcome them and encourage their participation.Services fall short sometimes. 

We welcomed Syrian refugees into our midst and seemed to do it with generosity. 

Welcome given 

Welcomed as new members of our community 

welcoming attitude 

Welcoming refugees 

welcoming refugees! 

We're a visually diverse city, reflected in our cross cultural socialization. 

Western hospitality that makes all feel welcome and valued 

What Calgary did for the Syrian refugees is outstanding. Despite some discrimination and 

stereotyping, new comers feel welcomed in the city. People show generosity and support. 

What they have to offer 

What we should celebrate about Calgary is that we are willing to take on immigrants whether 

as refugees, professionals etc. Calgary is a very welcoming city to immigrants in terms of 

services but more support for foreigners to be able to use their previous education might be 

needed. 

When a doctor from a foreign country can't come to Calgary and work as a doctor is absurd. He 

or She has to retake his test and a whole bunch of other trials when he's already a certified 

doctor in another country is seriously stupid. Some of these foreign doctors are more 

qualified however they are not given the opportunity. They deserve it!!! 

when it comes to immigrant newcomers, we would like to give back to the community. 

Whenever a new Canadian is able to transfer their expertise and get to work contributing the 

best they have to offer, instead of spending years trying to prove their status, while driving 

a taxi. 

Willingness to accept new immigrants 

Willingness to open our doors and help. 

Without a good grasp of the English language by all members of the family- husbands, wives, 

grandparents and children feeling like they belong will not be possible. 
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Wonderful agencies who welcome our newcomers everyday. 

Wonderful ethnic mix in the city.  One of the best things about the city. 

work of CCIS, leadership across Canada 

Work of non profits, e.g. CCIS 

You are welcome - no matter where you are from. 

zippo, there is enough already 

that We do have diversity, and can tap into the tenacity and perseverance of immigrants.  if you 

have never immigrated to a foreign country you have no idea the resilience and strength of 

spirit it requires.  We are so lucky to have immigrants in Calgary and in Canada. 
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Living Standards 
 

Housing 

Which of the following do you believe is the top priority for improving Calgary when 

it comes to housing? OPTIONS:  Improve the affordability of home ownership, improve 

affordability of rental housing, increase opportunities for legal secondary suites and 

alternative housing options (ie. co-housing, co-ops) and integrate the diversity of housing 

in all communities. 

 

Densify + end sprawl  .  moratorium on new communities on the fringe  . 

affordability overall, need more rental options 

affordability plus the quality of units available - too old and outdated if falls within affordable 

brackets. 

Aging in place for seniors, that provide more options. 

all of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above is the priority for improving affordable housing. 

All of the above. There is no one quick fix. Co-op housing should be available in each 

community. 

Allow greater choice in buying new homes in Calgary. 

Allow the market to operate more freely. Get government to be less involved in "planning" as 

they always get it wrong and make things worse 

Better suburbs that aren't cookie cutter and bereft of style, amenities other than chain 

restaurants. 

Build better quality buildings. 
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Calgary is experiencing a critical shortage of affordable housing with supports. We need to help 

our cities homeless by providing them with a hand up through Housing First (there are 

currently 3,500 homeless people in our city). We also need to help those at risk of becoming 

homeless (over 14,000 people) 

Change the city's mindset on housing i.e. focusing on more apartments/townhomes in the city 

centre instead of having so many cul-de-sacs and suburban neighbourhoods, which is why 

the city is so disconnected from the core 

Choose where you want to live based on what you can afford 

Create larger homes/condos, that are not over the top fancy, in Downtown to accommodate 

families. 

create more affordable housing stock 

Create more urban housing i.e. condominiums, townhomes, and maybe duplexes, just not more 

single-family, cul-de-sac, suburban neighbourhoods. 

Denser housing in inner city communities, more and affordable housing for seniors (e.g. villas) 

in inner city communities 

Design smaller communitie 

Diversifying communities walk-ability and access to transit 

Do not subsidize employers that pay below a living wage by subsidizing housing.  Make sure 

employers pay the real cost of their employees or go out of business 

do nothing should be the priority 

Does it need improving 

don't embark on social engineering 

Downtown development as opposed to urban sprawl. 

Downtown development needs to include amenities for the residents, not just restaurants 

Ease permit restrictions on the aprox 20'000 homes that are already zoned for secondary 

suites. Stop all encroachment on R1 zoned neighbourhoods as most homeowners 

purchased R1 homes for a reason. 

eliminate homelessness, build more affordable housing 

Encourage more inner city development and reduce urban sprawl 
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Ensure the integrity of our existing communities by not over populating or loosening by-laws 

that degrade the quality of life. 

Everything is perfect the way it should be 

Have government stay out of housing 

Help for low-income families 

Her: Leave as is. Him: densification all the way!!! Stop urban sprawl (increase tax base without 

significant cost to current infrastructure). 

High density housing near employment opportunities 

High lot levies driving people to surrounding cities and towns 

higher density. Better land use, and mixed land use (apartment buildings with retail on the 

main floor. 

How about all of the above. Calgary's aldermen are extremely conservative and can't seem to 

get their thumb off the secondary suite options. We need not reinvent the wheel, just do as 

every city in North America has done and create bylaws which ensure safety, increase city 

taxes, snd provide affordable accomodation. 

I believe that, the rental housing should be cheap, not only for the refugees, to the newcomers 

too. 

I do not think gov't should interfere in the free market to try to solve this particular problem. 

I don't want secondary suites in my neighborhood. Why is this a city and therefore a property 

tax issue.  I don't want to pay for other's housing. 

I want houses and businesses together and not required to be zoned so seperately 

improve material quality 

improve quality of construction 

Improve the ability of seniors to stay in their homes 

Improve the density and capacity of downtown housing. 

Improve the quality and accountability in residential housing construction 

improving building standards and make houses more energy efficient 

In addition to housing make the city more affordable. 

increase access to affordable housing and independent living for sniors 
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Increase availability of affordable housing for families 

Increase density of the city 

Increase downtown living density so that it is safe, affordable and sustainable. 

Increase housing assistance options for those low income individuals to help get them into 

home ownership. 

increase housing options for the homeless - improve accessibility 

increase seniors housing 

Increase the levels of rental housing available 

increasing lot frontage in newer communities as they are far too close. Also too much urban 

sprawl, we need to invigorate old communities. 

Innovative density 

Keep our  green/wild spaces. 

Learn to control the costs of running the city and have council work on basic issues rather social 

engineering our existence. Find work for the unemployed rather doling out subsidizations. 

Infrastructure is falling apart and we are talking bike paths downtown for a very small 

percen.tage of taxpayers. 

Less density and over crowding. More single family homes and less multis 

Let the market decide 

livable communities 

Low-density single-family neighbourhoods 

Lower taxes so that more can afford to buy a dwelling 

lowering property taxes 

Maintain current status. 

More apartments, less single family 

More rapid transit to suburbs. 

More residential subdivision's needed in Ne better streets 

more safe affordable housing 

More single family homes 

More subsidized housing 
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More work destinations need to move out of the core closer to housing options. 

na 

Need to ensure that there remains a proper balance between affordability which is mainly 

other incidental costs such as property taxes, user fees, sewer costs, waste costs, water 

costs, etc which starts to make housing affordability further out of reach. 

Not really much need to improve housing 

nothing 

Prevent sellout to absentee foreign investors as has happened in Vancouver 

Put mechanisms in place to reduce the speculative market associated with housing (what's 

occurring in Vancouver, for example) and to limit developer's speculating on land to turn 

that into suburban tract housing. Nor should transportation infrastructure (ring road, inner 

city road widening/interchanges) be built to aid housing sprawl. 

Reduce red tape and restrictions on land development. Restricted supply = higher prices. 

Reduce regulation to allow for more houses. More rules and regulation would be the WORST 

thing. 

reduce services cut taxes 

Restrictions on occupation. Twenty people in a home meant for a family of five is too many.   

Small lots. Return to standard sized lots, 60x100 

Significant increase in density 

Stop all these unneeded regulatory hurdles to build new communities. Despite what the Mayor 

wants, few Calgarians want to live in an apartment downtown to raise their family 

Stop allowing developers from forcing people to build houses so close together. Also don't 

allow private community lakes and spray parks.  There are already too few outdoor water 

areas in this city. 

Stop allowing huge, expensive in-fills to destroy the all of the older, more affordable houses. 

Stop building for the time being, we have a surplus! 

stop building so many we have a glut on the market 

Stop meddling /subsidizing the real estate market.Let the free market run.No amount of 

subsidizing is efficient or useful in the long run because humans will take advantage 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 412 

Stop overcrowding 

Stop trying to change everywhere to multi family units 

stop urban sprawl and utilize or improve existing infrastructure and facilities. New roads and 

facilities are required with more sprawl. Longer commute = more traffic accidents + more 

road rage. More pollution due to emmisions. 

Teach people how to care for their homes 

There is affordable housing available already.  No eed for the city to create slums. 

Urban sprawl is a huge problem.  Totally against secondary suites. 

Walkability, stop spreading the city out, build up instead and promote an actual community. 

We need more new rental buildings as well as more subsidized housing to decrease waiting 

lists. More housing for large families 

We need more safe affordable rent units fast 

WE need to house the homeless in places that can be somewhat self-sustainable. Increase 

alternative housing options (ie. co-housing, co-ops) 

We seem good the way we are. 
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What should we celebrate about Calgary when it comes to housing? 

 

... it's not as bad as Vancouver? 

10 yr plan to end homelessness 

a good supply of safe housing in attractive neighbourhoods 

A lot of trees and green space in every community. 

A variety of options available for ownership, from condos to single family dwellings in many 

price ranges, in many communities. 

Abundant access to great utilities/fresh water. 

Affordability 

Affordability vs. other major cities and our highly educated, younger demographic. 

Affordable 

Affordable housing initiatives. 

affordable housing prices 

Agencies created to help vulnerable populations such as Sorce. 

All of the above points need improvement. I'm not sure what to celebrate! I am in a nice 

enough rental property but it is still pretty expenisive so I can not save moeny and don't 

think I will ever be able to buy in any desired areas that aren't suburbs on the edge of town. 

Allow more construction and/or basement secondary suites. New uses of "Granny Pods" as 

well. 

Allowing more secondary suites than in the past 

Allowing Secondary Suites in every neighbourhood will allow the elderly to age in place and age 

with dignity. Increasing more housing stock is important to our city. 

Alot of older neighbourhoods have good sized lots. 

An abundance and variety of neighbourhoods to choose from. 

An abundance of safe housing in a variety of neighborhoods 

AN effort is being made to increase the density of the inner city areas. 

An increased focus on building up instead of out. It is heartening to see higher density projects 

in the core since they are less of a tax burden than suburban developments. 
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Any kind of innovation - Tiny Homes, Multiplex dwellings, Attainable Homes Calgary, 

Cooperatives, Innovative land use, re-purposing buildings like the Mustard Seed 

apartments. 

Any time costs come down, I think it is something to celebrate. I can barely afford a single-

bedroom rental unit and buying my own home is right now out of the question, though I 

would love to. And, though I'm an educated, under-employed individual (not by choice, but 

circumstance), the only thing I CAN afford is a basement suite.  It is very very difficult for a 

single under-employed person to find pleasant housing that will not leave me house-poor.  

So, any time any of these costs come down, that is something to celebrate. The best 

housing I have ever had was in Cochrane, a single apartment, 3rd floor (balcony, windows) 

for $1000 about 5 years ago. A different job, but that is just now starting to become a bit 

more possible in Calgary. 

architecture 

Architecture 

Area like garrison woods by design 

Areas where they have paved back alleys.  Keeps down on dust. 

As well as Alternative Housing Options. 

At least we are thinking about a mix of housing options. 

At least we are working on initiatives like Resolve 

attainable Homes is a great idea to make home ownership possible 

Attainable homes is a great program to increase home ownership 

Attainable Homes Program 

Attainable Homes program 

Available 

Beautiful lots and huge houses.  Walking distances to ammenities 

Beautiful neighbourhoods 

Beautiful parks. 

Beautiful subdivisions with parks and lakes.  Building up downtown instead of urban sprawl... 

Beautiful walking trails linking communities 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 415 

Being flexible with alternative housing options 

Big lots with space for families. 

Calgary has a great diversity of houses especially in the core.  however this is slowly decreasing 

due to replacement with new builds.  it would be nice to see an increase in variety of house 

and housing opportunities in Calgary such as co-op housing and maintenance of older 

heritage homes 

Calgary has a variety of housing throughout the city. Detached, attached, townhouses, condos, 

apartments, suites, etc. 

Calgary has diverse housing options for many, with a variety of choices including inner city and 

suburbs. We have a wide array of housing types from single family detached to townhomes 

and apartments. While some may say that affordability to purchase is a problem, I don't 

agree, though rental property must be affordable. Doing this without putting owners at a 

disadvantaged position where they stop being landlords is an issue. 

Calgary has made great strides in building up inner city housing, particularly the East Village 

development which is wonderful.    There is still a lot of potential to increase density in the 

inner city area whether by legal secondary suites or other creative ways such as converting 

historical buildings. I would like to see a greater variety of housing in Calgary - too many 

cookie-cutter housing developments creating an urban sprawl (an eyesore when you fly in 

to the city). Inner city condos are either over the top expensive (although may see fewer of 

these in the future) or, shoe-box starter condos, we need more choice in the middle. When 

it comes to inner city condo living, Calgary should have more choice like some other 

Canadian cities such as Montreal, Toronto, Halifax and Victoria. However I understand we 

have fewer historical buildings, we should preserve the ones we do have. 

Calgary has some great neighbourhoods and is making strides to make communities friendlier 

and more connected.  There is still so much stigma attached to renting, though, and that is a 

shame.  Renting is how people who are just arriving or starting to build a life begin so the 

diversity of our communities depends on improvement and accessibility of rental housing. 

Calgary has some of the most forward thinking and innovative architects and builders in the 

country. We have great housing here. The houses are well built and pretty. I like how many 
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builders have lots of options for housing - from 4 bedroom and ensuites to triple garages 

and huge back yards full of wonderful Kentucky Blue Grass - sure it requires lots of watering 

but it's worth it when you see how green the grass is! 

Calgary Homeless Foundation and the RESOLVE Campaign are making great strides in building 

affordable homes, but they too need more support from Government and private donors. 

In addition, we continue to be challenged in the affordability of home ownership which puts 

additional pressure on rental housing. By alleviating the stress on rental housing be making 

home ownership more affordable, we can open up more vacancies in the rental market. 

Calgary housing is usually of good quality, be it rental or owned. With the recent economical 

downturn the affordability of rental housing improved dramatically, but the tax burden on 

the homeowners has not been alleviated. 

Calgary is a city willing and able to innovate. 

Calgary is beginning to residentially grow in the inner city. 

Calgary is growing and changing. With change comes the growth of the city. Many people 

coming to the City with expectations that they will find good jobs and a nice home. Family 

life is important part of the growth and if you are living in a dwelling that is substandard it 

will cause allot of stress within the family. I lived in the same house for 14 years. The house 

was never painted, the carpets changed or the house repairs done well. Happy home happy 

family. 

Calgary is more affordable than major centers such as Toronto and Vancouver for home 

ownership. 

can`t think of anything, because, of the extreme shortage of reasonable rental units. 

Celebrate housing? - I am not sure what that means. My guess would be that the thing to 

celebrate now is that there are more rental properties available than there were in the past 

and therefore rents are more affordable. 

Celebrate more constructions 

Celebrate Resolve. 

Celebrate the increase in number of construction 
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CHF has 5 planned builds coming on line purpose built supportive permanent housing in 5 

different communities.     First time in years that private builders have added purpose built 

rental stock, rather than just condos and upscale housing/conversions.  Need more of the 

former - alot more! 

Child friendly housing 

Choice! People who pay for low density should not be undermined by retroactive zoning 

changes.  Let people pay for whatever they want to buy. 

Citizens have a say in helping to design the type of community they want to live in when it 

comes to housing options. 

City council finally making progress on allowing secondary suites in homes they don't own, 

don't pay taxes on, don't maintain but receive horrific and increasing amounts of money 

from in the form of taxes. 

City efforts to collaborate on homelessness 

Clean and safe neighborhoods 

clean, safe communities 

Clean, well designed neighborhoods that are safe.  The number of poorly maintained housing or 

run down areas are very small in a city of over a million people. 

commitment from the City to develop an affordable housing strategy; strong community 

partnership; great progress on the 10 Year Plan to End Homelessness 

Communiitig within the City 

Compare with Vancouver and Toronto, Calgary housing is very affordable. 

Compared to other major Canadian cities, our housing is relatively affordable. 

Compared to other major cities Calgary has plentiful reasonably priced and accessible housing. 

Biggest challenge remains affordable housing for single parent and low income families. 

Condominiums have a more appealing look. 

consumers should have choices but should pay for their choice without subsidy. 

Continued growth and selection for a buyers market 

Continuous expansion of housing in the city 

coops 
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Council is looking at secondary suites and alternative housing 

Councillor Carra's seniors laneway housing pilot!! 

Create more single family dwellings that are more affordable for our young families, they seem 

to be able to afford condo's that are tiny and do not support a young families growth. 

creation of new urban neighbourhoods (East Village will be a destination in Calgary), 

neighbourhoods and communities are connected by pathway systems and there seems to 

be more town centre type hubs outside of the named BRZ's 

Creative development of attractive "livable" neighbourhoods like the barracks in the Marda 

Loop. 

Current efforts to increase housing and density in inner city 

Currently I don't think there is much to celebrate. I think more focus is required on affordability 

of both self-owned and rental housing and on integrating a diverse mixture of housing types 

- owned and rental, mix of income levels - into new and existing communities. I believe the 

City can also make a stronger effort to ensure that developers address all types of housing 

when permits are approved. 

Currently the vacancy rate and economy makes renting accessible and affordable to many 

renters. 

Currently, there seems to be sufficient housing for renters/ those looking to buy/ etc. However, 

there are still barriers to home ownership (in my case, student loan debt and unstable 

income in this uncertain economy). 

Dear Calgary Foundation: I don't want to answer all the questions. However I would leave my 

comments, if I may. I arrived in Calgary in the year 2000 as a single senior citizen and not 

born in this country,  province. I have learned that I can buy everything that I want. There 

are roads, houses, some theaters, schools, etc. What I am missing is that people "care" 

about each other, not talking about it but "doing" it. I miss genuine friendships that are 

from the heart and reliable. The bottom line is "making" money and showing it. I have no 

interest in it. What is really lacking is the "caring" for the ordinary folks who do all the dirty 

jobs. The caring for the young and the "old" whatever this means. In my neighbourhood I 

witness much "indifference" between the neighbours.   All the information is available in 
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the schools, universities. But it needs to be practised with a genuine open heart.  Thank you 

for listening. 

Decades of solid community development!   Despite criticisms saying otherwise an actual visit 

to communities new and old will reveal broad range of housing options, convenient access 

to most if not all necessities, and an evolution of the way we as humans live our life. Calgary 

is full of wonderful examples of this and calgarians positively progress thanks to such 

freedom. 

Decrease in rental costs. 

Denser housing near people places like parks and universities. 

Densification of the inner city, rather than urban sprawl. The end of the sprawl subsidy is worth 

celebrating! 

Density is being addressed near the downtown area. 

Developers continue to build more and more new houses and condos; but they are all TOO BIG 

and TOO EXPENSIVE. The city should insist on new developments include a mixture of 

house/condo sizes at a wide-range of prices. 

Development is slowing down! 

different housing options that give a variety of people the opportunity to own their own homes. 

Disagree. We need stricter rent control so LL's can't raise rent disproportionately. Too many 

people on social housing wait-lists, not enough units...market housing rents are too high 

compared to low income financial assistance 

Discussion around alternatives are being held secondary suites, laneway housing etc. 

Diverse housing options 

Diversified neighborhoods, green spaces 

diversity 

Diversity 

Diversity 

Diversity 

Diversity 

diversity and ingenuity 
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Diversity of communities and the sting presence of parks 

Diversity of home types 

Diversity of housing in all communities and neighbourhoods. 

Diversity of housing in new areas 

Diversity of housing in some neighbourhoods, but overall first time home ownership is tough. 

Diversity of housing is relatively well balanced to encourage on  going integration  of 

newcomers with the exception of NE a bit? 

Diversity of housing within one community and reduction of urban sprawl. 

Diversity of new builds 

Diversity of options from cooperative housing, condos, single homes, duplexes etc and the 

variety of choices in various neighbourhoods. 

Diversity. Mixture of new and old within older neighbourhoods. This revitalizes and utilizes 

Calgary's existing services and facilities (schools, libraries, recreational centres) as well 

creates a more interesting and diverse city. Does a tourist really want to visit the suburbs or 

visit downtown Calgary and other attractions? 

DO NOT CELEBRATE: The houses here are horrible and completely lack design and originality. 

How are houses so expensive and horribly ugly. Why do you need so much square footage? 

Focus on quality and not quantity.   Stop the McMansions! Who wants to live beside a 

house identical to your own.   DO NOT CELEBRATE: Is everyone in this city an alcoholic? Why 

so many wet bars? Seriously, why is this a thing?!   DO NOT CELEBRATE:The tenant act in 

Calgary is horrible and very pro-landlord. Update the tenant act to meet 20th century 

needs. Update to be more like Ontario laws. 

Do something about the working poor who can't afford housing. Look after Calgarians first. 

Don't be like Vancouver 

dont know 

Due to the slow down in the economy, there are now choices for home buyers and renters.  I 

hope that the city will continue to improve the liveability of the downtown area and 

increase density in all areas of the city especially close to LRT stations.  I also believe that 

there should be legislation to legalize secondary suites where appropriate. 
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East Village 

East village and new high rise constructions close to city centre and LRT lines (Chinook, 

Heritage...) 

economic down turn has meant more vacancies. Some  rental prices have reduced somewhat 

to attract renters. more affordable?  with baby boomers getting older, more housing 

alternatives, group housing with common space and rental accommodation that can 

provide space for aging adults who can live independently, may have partner needing care, 

or selves needing care in the future. lower cost, please. 

Economic recession has improved affordability and accessibility 

Effort to develop more varied housing, and more affordable housing  inner city and close 

neighborhoods. 

Efforts are being made, but not enough. More affordable housing is still key. 

Efforts to end Homelessness! 

Ensure that the most vulnerable are cared for first. 

Established communities without the influx of high density accommodations 

every one can find a home according to their budget if only one person has a job in every house 

hold, but maybe low prices house has many flaws. 

everyone cannot afford a home, our parents and grandparents had a difficult time buying their 

1 st home. We do not deserve a home we have to work hard with the possibility if we save 

enough money then maybe we can buy a home. 

Feeling of belongingness in the community and city 

Fewer sprawling suburbs getting built? 

Finally the prices are down making it affordable 

Focus on reducing the price of home ownership. Also increase the amount of affordable 

housing. 

For seniors there is nothing to celebrate. There is no place for us to go. We have to move from 

the community we have lived all our lives. Can not afford to stay. Not building anything we 

can afford to live in. 

For the rich and well to there is great variety and choice. 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 422 

Free talk about housing and improvement and standard of living to share with people and 

sharing ideas with people . 

From my point of  view Our top priority is to provide the appropriate houses for the low income 

people with affordable prices. In fact the problem of housing and rising rental rates affect 

the future of thousands of children, and thus affect the future of Canada. 

Generally beautiful neighborhoods. 

Generally decent housing stock.  Concept of the single family house with a generous garden to 

keep the air fresh, the city green. 

Generally the existing housing stock is safe and well maintained. 

Generally, the quality of housing is quite good with a lot of choice for both rental and 

ownership. 

Gentrification and increased density. Calgary should grow taller, not wider. 

gnhfhfh 

good architectural designs 

Good diversity of housing.  Affordable housing if you live within your means. 

good property values 

good quality of most housing and neighbourhoods 

Good variety oh housing 

Great diversity 

Great effort by government to co-ordinate affordable housing option creation with funds 

available. Unfortunately so much more to do, and need to get past cries from naysayers 

about secondary suites. We need more enforcement about maintenance of the lot, 

sidewalk snow etc and these concerns will go away. 

Great neighbourhoods 

great neighbourhoods! 

Great place for high income earners, terrible for poor people 

Green space, clean streets. 

Green spaces mixed with residential 

Growing focus on transit oriented housing developments. 
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Growth and new communities 

Habitat for Humanity Southern AB is one of Canada's top performing branches and are one to 

watch. They are a home grown gem. 

Have a fairly wide range of price availability (ownership and rentals) in core areas (local to 

transportation routes and the downtown core). 

Having an affordable roof over one's head 

Helping the homeless by opening apartments for them,  increasing the density in older 

neighbourhoods. 

Her: illegal suites allowed in more communities. Him: multitude of types of housing available. 

Heritage Homes 

high quality energy efficient construction. Cold climate, warm houses. 

Hmmm. Considering I think this is one of Calgary's shortfalls it's tough to find something to 

celebrate. Perhaps for the higher income earners Calgary's housing market provides great 

investment opportunities. 

Home owners, in general, seem to take pride in their homes. 

Home ownership is broadly applied while there are a number of lower cost options.  Of concern 

is the challenges fro young families to gain access to market especially if interest rates 

increase. 

Home ownership is still affordable in comparison t the other major cities in Canada. 

Home ownership is still attainable for the most part 

Homes are much more affordable than in Vancouver or Toronto. That being said, it's hard to 

celebrate when it's extremely difficult to secure rental housing (when the economy isn't in a 

recession anyway). 

Homes for humanity. 

Honestly, housing is extremely expensive. We still have a long way to go for any form of 

celebration. 

House prices are reasonable compared to other cities. 

Houses are relatively well built and have to be approved for safety. 

Housing Day = Housing for everyone 
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Housing for seniors is getting more attention and thought.  The examples of diversity in housing 

for different populations as shown in the East Village projects.  We need these different 

housing in all communities. 

Housing has remained relatively affordable compared to some other Canadian cities, however 

for those with lower incomes it can still be a challenge to find housing in an area that is 

convenient for their lives. 

Housing is a huge problem in Calgary 

housing is available in Calgary, but, we need to find more affordable housing for those with low 

income.  it should be clean and maintained by the landlord. 

Housing is relatively affordable, compared to Toronto and Vancouver at least 

Housing is still quite affordable for a world class city 

Housing potential as an investment 

Housing types. 

Housing, both buying and renting, are both relatively affordable, especially when compared to 

other large cities in Canada (like Vancouver and Toronto). 

Housng for all no matter what their income 

How easy it is to find a suitable place to live. 

How fortunate we are that are vast land allows for individual family homes with yards and does 

not force people to live vertically in apartment-style buildings. 

I admire the efforts of many groups to provide affordable housing in this city, but our growth 

and the lack of support to get people out of poverty means we continue to have a serious 

problem.  It was hard to choose the top priority as affordability and diversity are crucial, but 

being one of the only cities that doesn't allow legal secondary suites in all communities has 

to be a barrier that must be overcome immediately. 

I also think that the city needs to work towards more affordable housing - rented or owned.  

The City needs to take responsibility for encouraging/enforcing green housing which needs 

to developed in a community setting.  The community setting needs to include all amenities 

within an easy walking distance - schools, doctors social services, mom and pop shops 

rather than those ridiculous big box shopping malls that require vehicles to get to. 
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I am a renter....  and a Social Worker...  I don't see the positive side of housing in Calgary right 

now.... unless a person bought 15 or more years ago....  :-( 

I can't think of anything positive. Sorry. 

I can't think of anything to celebrate 

I don't know how many people have been housed by the Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness 

but I know it has been significant -- a good example of how community agencies can work 

together if there is (a) champion(s) behind it; though we still have some work to do.  The 

developer / builder community needs to do more. 

I don't know.  I do know our housing costs are way out of control.  Young people cannot afford 

to purchase a house.  Older people cannot afford to move because they don't have the 

means to pay higher mortgage. 

I don't see much to celebrate.Too many people cannot afford decent housing. 

I don't think there is much to celebrate about housing in Calgary.  We are a terrible example of 

Urban Sprawl, we only encourage people to move away and housing has become so 

unaffordable it is almost impossible to enter the housing market as a single first time buyer, 

even when earning a fair salary. 

I don't think we have anything to celebrae 

I guess that home ownership here is more accessible than other cities, but frankly I think that 

has more to do with demand than with anything we've "done". We have illegal secondary 

suites all over the place, no rent caps, and ethnic ghettos are our idea of diversity. 

I have lived all across the country and have never in my life seen this many homeless people of 

colour. I believe this also shows the racial bias in services provided by the city of Calgary. 

I have lived over five provinces over my career and still see Calgary as a city with many housing 

options.  While there have been challenges recently with the unprecedented growth, this 

lengthened economic downturn may offer corrections in the market.  Compared to my 

lifestyle in Vancouver and Toronto, I know I am still much farther ahead in Calgary.  And I 

think we should also recognize there have been some changes and that City Hall is looking 

at the successes of lane way houses, granny flats, housing cooperatives, etc.  And I also 

recognize the construction of Calgary homes/condos/apartments is much superior to that in 
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Vancouver - where I lived for 15 years.  And I lived through a time of "leaky condos" and 

tremendous problems due to the construction industry.  We should be proud of companies 

like Trico Homes who lead in developing and building quality homes for families with a 

variety of incomes. 

I like that i have freedom of choice in the type of neighbourhood I can live in. 

I live in a neighbourhood of diverse economic and cultural mix. 

I think all of the growth in residential housing in the East Village and downtown has given the 

city better choices for people working downtown while providing for a more vibrant 

downtown. 

I think we are over doing subsidized housing at taxpayers expense. We should be spending 

more time finding work for the unemployed or underemployed. Subsidized housing will 

tend to attract more new residents to take advantage of our generosity. 

I think we do have quite a bit of diversity available in housing. 

I think we have a diversity of housing options in most areas. I think it's unfortunate that so 

many of our communities are ethnically exclusive (no/few whites) BUT I understand why. 

Nevertheless. 

I would say "celebrate" - according the new law the room can be called the room even if it is 

missing the window. So we got a bunch "two bedrooms" with 2 bedrooms price tag, but 

actually its a one bedroom + big walk-in closet. I understand, on reports it looks good - you 

have the cheap new two bedrooms. But reality is different. 

I would say that in calgary houses are very small, with very small space between the houses. In 

case of fire, other houses get affected as well. In Calgary there are lots of new houses under 

construction but either they are small like a box or too big that a middle class can never 

afford. 

If we could space houses further apart, we could celebrate people not being injured from fires. 

If you have a higher income then you can celebrate the large variety of new and  impressive 

homes/condos  to own. If you have a lower income  it's almost impossible to find a decent 

home, especially if it's a new building or house 

I'm not really sure there is anything to celebrate. 
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I'm not sure about celebrating the high cost of rent when there are little to none low income 

housing options available. The options that are available do not have proper transit access 

or have amenities within walking distance so low income Calgarians can walk to the store 

instead of having to find their way there without it costing more for transit or having a car 

that is hard to own on a low income. I know, lived it while a single parent raising my 

children. Did not have the choice of low income housing (long waiting lists) and if I did, no 

car and limited access to transit. School accessiblity was a challenge as well for my children 

if I moved to low income. You went where there was a low income place to live. 

I'm not sure there is anything to celebrate about. 

Importance of walkability and green space in every community. 

Improvements in accessible housing for individuals with disabilities 

Improvements in zoning and forward thinking design of new suburbs (I.e. Livingstone) 

In our experience, we've always been able to find affordable housing that was decent and met 

our needs.  Of course, we've always had income to support our housing needs.  I cannot 

speak for others who do not have access to funding as we  do. 

In terms of housing there are various types of housing options available to those who can afford 

these options, however, affordability and cost of living seems to be a serious concern for 

many people in Calgary right now.  Calgary does have various shelters which helps to 

provide temporary housing for some, and this should be appreciated as well. 

Inclusion, we need to recognize that everyone needs a place to call home, from seniors to 

families,those with mental and physical disabilities, those leaving the justice system and 

those that are currently experiencing homelessness. Everyone needs and deserves to have a 

place to call home. It is a basic human right, and every city in the world should be able to 

provide it in my opinion. 

Increase density versus urban sprawl 

Increase in low-income housing options for the homeless and low-income families. 

Increase in mid-rise condo development to reduce the spread of single family homes. 

increase in rental avaliability 

Increased building of condos in the last few years 
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increased density 

increased density in city centre brings life to the city during evenings and weekends, reduces 

need for cars, makes transit more efficient 

Increased density over the past few years 

Increased housing amenable to no car ownership, with emphasis on walking and transit. 

Increased Inner city housing 

Increasing Calgary's population density and less sprawl. 

Increasing the density of population in entire city 

increasingly culturally diverse neighbourhoods 

In-fills! 

Initiatives like Attainable Homes 

Initiatives such as Attainable Homes; rise of models like laneway homes. 

Initiatives to re-populate inner city - infills, etc. but not so expensive. Replace an old inner city 

small house with a new one the same size only modern, keep the nice yards, etc. 

Initiatives which encourage people to live near the core, reducing use of the transportation 

infrastructure.   Dedication to developing public transit and bike routes. 

Inner city communities that are accepting higher density development. 

Inner city density 

Inner city housing 

Innovative homes by local architects. 

Integrated diversity. Live work plan. Affordable integrated with more expensive 

Interesting inner city living options. 

It appears to me that Calgarians recognize the need for a range of possibilities in housing.  Cost, 

density, walkable neighbourhoods with appropriate amenities.  Public transit that links to 

downtown.  While we may not achieve everything we want quickly I think we are moving in 

the right direction. 

It is a buyers market 

It is nice that we have a lot of houses. If it's your dream to own a big house, we've got a lot of 

that. 
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It is plentiful and relatively inexpensive compared to cities like Vancouver and Toronto. Prices 

are likely to become more affordable given the downturn. 

it is reasonably affordable, not like Vancouver or Toronto 

It would be great to be able to say that our housing options are as diverse as our 

population,...but we're not there yet. 

It's finally starting to drop to almost affordable options for middle-class families. 

It's nice that more high-density buildings are coming to downtown Calgary. I hope this makes 

the inner-city more vibrant and cultural. 

it's not vancouver 

It's nothing to celebrate. 

It's one of the few world cities where single-dwelling houses in the inner city are still affordable. 

keeping the R 1 communities intact 

land is still available...let's not waste it 

Legal secondary suites which provides additional revenue options for new home owners. 

Let's celebrate low mortgage interest rates, recent decrease in rental rates, recent increase in 

rental availability, and less red tape for secondary suites. 

Location, communities are well planned 

Lots of areas are tearing down old houses and replacing them with beautiful, modern houses, 

so interesting to see in many areas! 

Lots of attractive alternatives. 

Lots of availability. 

lots of beautiful neighbourhoods 

Lots of choice in Calgary 

Lots of choices and lots of opportunities to enter the housing market, as long as you work for it! 

Lots of choices. 

Lots of expensive homes 

Lots of housing options downtown for people who are working there.  Environmentally friendly 

places coming on board, that is, condos who do not have parkades or do not allow vehicles. 
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Lots of land?? Big developers such as Brookfield taking councillors such as Evan Woolley out for 

a free lunch?? Does that happen daily or is it just representative of the land grabs that 

happen? The City needs to be thinking about how to make a great city not how to please big 

developers. Developers and planning needs to be on the pulse of progressive housing, they 

are simply 10 - 20 years behind. 

lots of neighborhood 

Lots of options 

lots of options in all areas 

Lots of parks in most areas which make it pleasing to see 

Lots of variety and many different options. 

lots of variety if you are rich or well off 

Lots of variety, from single family homes to condos. 

lower than Vancouver! 

maintaining and supporting heritage homes building up in high density areas with business 

opportunities on the main floor unique communities 

making the cost of new developments bear the ensuing infrastructure.  but it needs to go 

further.  They should pay for the new schools and the congestion.  Why do we shut down 

inner city schools to build new schools for folks who got a deal? 

Many additional affordable units have come on board in recent years and much has been done 

to help the homeless get housing. 

Many different options - single home and multi family in inner city and now in newer suburbs 

Many housing choices with mountain and river views 

Many neighbourhoods have mixed housing types. 

Many options. Wonderful, walkable neighbourhoods. 

Mature neighbourhoods 

Models like Norfolk Housing Association's which uses an inclusive, dignity-based approach and 

provides a sense of security for those who live there. 

more affordable than in Toronto or Vancouver 

more apartment buildings around the city 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 431 

More condensed housing! 

More condos in downtown 

More condos in downtown area 

more low cost housing 

more low cost housing has been developed and is set to develop in the future 

More single suites for people on Aish such as myself. It'd be nice to have a life I can afford via a 

lower rental in subsidized housing because I can't afford the rent, and a life much more than 

existing paying market rent.   Ultimately more ways for properties of all kinds to be higher 

capacities such as secondary suites, and low cost housing. 

More thought seems to going into what makes a community and community.  Making 

communities more walkable, including services and community space etc. There is also 

more discussions about all of this.  I am glad Calgary is talking about creating more 

subsidized housing and increasing density around LRT stations. 

Most areas in Calgary have a range of prices which means people have a lot of choice when 

deciding where they want to live. 

Most has proximity to green space 

Most home owners maintain their homes well 

Most housing is part of a community. 

Most people can still afford a home.  There are new and creative housing solutions which are 

supported by The City.  Home density is being increased. 

most people have houses 

Move to higher density in inner city 

Move towards increasing density; transit oriented development; some master planned 

communities with mixed housing types, local amenities and options for active recreation 

and transportation. 

Movement towards broadening allowances for secondary suites (and hopefully bringing some 

diversity into neighbourhoods) 

Much denser housing than 20-30 years ago, more options than just single detached homes. 

Much of it is clean and safe. Just too expensive for many. 
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My Landlord is really great! 

NA 

na 

NA 

Neighborhoods 

Neighborhoods have all  levels of housing so that all low cost housing is not in one  area 

Neighbourhood spirit Pride in home ownership and maintenance 

Neighbourhoods closer to downtown are creating buying opportunities for all income levels. 

This diversity will strengthen the culture of Calgary. 

nerd more options in order to help bring rental prices down 

New innovative community ideas. Increased density in inner-city and established areas. 

New, well-designed communities and housing choices 

Nice, clean, safe neighborhoods exist throughout the city. 

no comments 

No comments 

No crash yet 

No ghettos yet but certain areas definitely on the decline 

No. 

none 

Non-profits have taken up the cause for affordable housing. It is hoped that the Province and 

the Federal govt. will continue your funding. 

not  a lot  still  a  HUGE  need  for  basic  housing  the less fortunate  have no real  sense of  

citizenship!!   not to mention  those  with  major  'struggles'  be they physical challenges;  or 

seeking  emotional  weaLLth  = happiness  that is NOT  only  a  goal  restricted  to  US  

pursuit !! 

Not a lot, we do have some great communities, but mostly we are creating expensive housing, 

that is socially isolating  We need to get out of the box.  We need to let the needs of all 

Calgarians drive the decision processes, not zoning, land prices, and regulations.  Decisions 

about what housing to build is primarily made by what housing financing can be arraigned 
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for.  Hence we have Social Housing Policy being set by Mortgage Companies, not 

community need.  At present, we have exclusionary zoning that precludes a lot of housing 

options.  For instance, we have no housing in Industrial Areas where a lot of the "poor" 

people work, which increases the cost & travel time for the people who can least afford it.  

We also have Ivory Tower views of what housing is.  As such, the "Housing expectations" of 

the "Civic Discussion" reflect the housing needs of educated upper middle class 

professionals.  These expectations do not reflect the "Housing Expectations" of the diverse 

population of Calgary. For instance, Calgary was built by people who lived in SRO houses, 

and Rooming Houses who would have been poorly educated working individuals.  In 

addition the housing needs of Immigrant Populations that are looking for multi-generational 

housing is not being met. Our current policy framework does not include these forms of 

housing as the decision makers do not see the value in this form of housing because they 

have never needed it. 

Not a lot.  Most of our multi-family homes - particularly those built in the past 30 years and less 

than 5 storeys are fire-traps.  Our suburban neighbourhoods, despite houses averaging 

more than half a million dollars are great fires just waiting to happen. 

Not a thing.  This city is out of control for design and community.  Please remove this question 

until such time as it may be  answerable. 

not much 

Not much currently. 

Not much since people refuse to remove blinders and allow secondary suites everywhere. 

Not much to celebrate there. 

Not much to celebrate, I'm afraid. The funding structure for low-income housing doesn't work, 

and the number of low-income or subsidized units available has not increased in proportion 

to our population. I know 'rent control' is a dirty word, but the increasing demands on our 

system of care for low-income Calgarians are creating enormous pressure--we simply can't 

keep up. 

Not much to celebrate. 

Not much to celebrate.  They are not enough affordable accessible housing in the Calgary area. 
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not much to celebrate. the planning and of communities is poor and the lot size needs to be 

addressed ie houses to close to one another. 

Not much to celebrate.....densification is poor; developers do not pay enough of the costs 

towards development of outlying areas.  Our Calgary footprint is too large now and 

continues to grow out.  City Council is not doing enough to make it easy for inner city 

development to help with this. 

Not much! 

Not much, I am a calgarian since 1961. We have all these new communities Kincora, Resdstone, 

Walden.  Nothing but singular ownership. No low income housing, has expensive retirement 

lodges and expensive althetic parks. Where is it in the plans for decent handicap access or 

services or old people friendly parking  in a outdoor mall that has exterior parking for 

thousands of cars but not thinking who has to walk in our winter climate. Go around the 

high density apts. or areas like Panatella and see again!! How the city of Calgary is so scared 

of them mafia of the large developers- like Genesis, Mattamay and all of then who are not 

forced to provide- garage pads long enough for a pick up truck. How we do not have safety 

things like sidewalls anymore!!only on one side. How zero lot sizes came into play in a 

society that has 2-4 cars per household. and then rip off the residential owners on the 

recycling bins but then note again how are the apt bldg residents and large office are yet to 

be surcharged!!! off the backs of the small and weary---- 

Not much, we have terrible urban sprawl and a lack of affordable and rental housing. 

not much,not very affordable 

Not much.  Houses are to close together except in the inner city with old builds.  Suburbs look 

like ghettos.  Fire hazards due to their proximity and many condo buildings built during 

boom times are shoddy and no one takes responsibility 

Not much.  If the homeless and low-income residents have decent, affordable housing 

everyone would be better off. 

Not much. City inspected and approved fire traps. Built far too close. Limited apartments for 

families to rent. 
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Not much. The market is fairly priced to buy I guess, but the amount of landlords doing illegal 

things and not being caught is disturbing. Fee properties allow pets, there are rules to being 

a landlord and someone needs to inforce those laws. 

Not much. We need rental caps put into place. We are in a recession and everything is going up 

except earnings and employment opportunities.  Landlords continue to charge the same 

rates as when the boom was happening. 

not really about housing but just what a great quality of life the city offers 

Not sure there is anything to 'celebrate'! High prices? No starter homes? No low rentals? 

Sprawling suburbs? 

Not sure. 

Not too much to celebrate, affordable housing options need to be addressed.  Urban sprawl still 

continues, to what appears to be the same old ideas. 

Nothing 

nothing 

nothing 

Nothing 

Nothing 

Nothing 

nothing 

Nothing 

Nothing 

Nothing 

nothing 

nothing 

Nothing 

Nothing 

Nothing 

nothing 

Nothing 
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nothing 

Nothing - cookie cutter homes wherever you look.  Not enough property or green spaces 

Nothing - too little available, too expensive and too many condo conversions from much 

needed rental property 

nothing houses are very expensive 

Nothing much, sameo sameo square boxes, all costing a fortune to buy or rent. Feel that the 

only people celebrating as usual are the developers and builders.Where is some innovative 

housing for older people,they really don't want to live in someones backyard but as older 

persons we are never asked for oue imput. 

Nothing taxes are ridiculous 

Nothing to celebrate.  Calgary is only focused with creating high density neighbourhoods, which 

is not a good thing. 

Nothing to celebrate. Communities are not walkable, everything you have to drive to, inner city 

communities not desirable due to crime, everyone wants to live in the burbs but 

infrastructure cannot keep up. Make more housing affordable, set up temporary housing 

that will transition housing allowing more people to transfer into their own home. 

Nothing yet, we have much to do an a blatant unwillingness to do it. 

Nothing yet. Transportation around new communities is still inadequate, traffic and transit 

routes are still poorly planned. Homes are WAY overpriced and way over-inflated. Jobs 

decreasing due to oil prices = increased homelessness. All due to bad zoning and 

infrastructure planning. 

Nothing, It seems housing in Calgary is only for the rich and trendy. Poverty and Homelessness 

is all but ignored. And Calgary puts in a bid to waste money on the Olympics! 

nothing, n celebration, disgusting 

Nothing, not enough affordable housing - ownership and rental. 

Nothing, our housing system is terrible. Homebuilding companies will keep building cul-de-sacs 

which disconnect our city, and if they were to be shut down, they would complain and there 

would be a loss of jobs, houses are overpriced, and our downtown was built horribly i.e. not 

surrounding both sides of the river like San Antonio or Chicago. 
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Nothing, rental or owned housing for a low salary class represents 50% or more of a monthly 

expense 

Nothing. 

Nothing. 

Nothing.  Calgary is the most NIMBY city in Canada. 

Nothing.  Too expensive to live here with a city hall that keeps raising taxes 

Nothing. The Urban sprawl has led to the "cookie cutter" sub standard housing that is forced 

upon home buyers. Overpriced, and NOT made to last. People are forced to move further 

and further away from the city due to the prices,...and the quality of the housing is less than 

standard. One would almost be led to believe that all the housing companies and the city 

are in cahoots or something.... 

Nothing. Urban sprawl with dieing historical residential neighbourhoods is nothing to celebrate. 

Nothing. We have too many cookie cutter builders who like to destroy golf  courses and green 

land for profit. Not to mention pathetic small lots. 

Noticing that housing of a variety of types is required 

Old beauty! 

Older homes with character 

One church I know of is negotiating with owners of rentals to reduce rent for low income 

people and the church with pay the difference. 

One of the highest unaffordable housing costs in Canada 

Ongoing efforts to make both rental housing and alternative housing more accessible 

Only that it is now a little cheaper for those in need. 

Openness and traditionally ready to embrace new ideas 

Opportunities in communities that have yet to be gentrified. 

Our beautiful communities! 

Our beautiful green spaces and paths in many communities 

Our custom home builders because the mainstream builders are garbage. 

Our diverse inner city neighborhoods and available co-op housing 
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Our downtown is becoming more and more vibrant, even in a downturn, because of the mix of 

old and new housing options available. I fear the next boom, when and if it ever arrives, will 

stamp out the energy we're seeing in areas like Mission, the Beltine, and Lower Mount 

Royal. These parts of the city are ripe for vibe-killing, soulless development projects that 

take away much more than they will add. 

Our housing stock is actually quite good. We don't have many of the problems other cities have, 

like Vancouver's monster homes, or Toronto's aging tower complexes. 

Our older communities where people and services exist together. 

Over the past year there have been more low cost housing become available. 

ownership/occupant pride in the place we call home 

Park areas Community centres well landscaped 

Paved back alleys 

People (individuals, companies, condo boards, etc.) take care of their properties - good 

maintenance of the buildings and the surroundings. 

People and connecting withoeople 

People's resiliency and ingenuity to find housing alternatives even through difficult times. 

Pilots, projects, and developments taking the risk to try something different. Whether it be an 

individual applying for a secondary suite, architects developing laneway housing, or larger 

developments experimenting with no parking and expanded bike facilities. 

plenty of neighbourhoods 

Positive steps towards rapid housing of the homeless 

Preserving the historical areas and homes as part of our culture and history 

Prices are becoming more reasonable. 

Prices have stabilized.  We need to ensure young people and families can afford housing. 

Pride and upkeep of home and neighbourhood. 'Nobody ever washed a rented car ' 

Pride of ownership - we have a beautifully maintained city - people care for their housing. 

Programs like Attainable Homes, Mustard Seed's new transitional housing, and other initiatives 

that bridge the gap between the rental and housing market and income disparity. 

Programs that help people gain home ownership through Momentum or Attainable homes. 
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Progress has been made in getting the homelsss off the streets. 

progress on some additional affordable housing for seniors 

quality 

Quality 

Quality and being close to green areas 

quality of houses 

Quality of the new housing 

Ramsay 

Range of options 

reasonable rental rates 

Reasonably affordable prices 

Recent addition of some accessible housing 

Recent addition of West LRT makes it easy for me to commute into Downtown.  Expansion of 

LRT via Green line will have a similar impact for others. 

redevelopment of communities with the live, work, play concept so that communities are have 

everything that people need within them 

Relatively inexpensive compared to Toronto, Vancouver. 

Rental prices are currently coming down. Landlords are only allowed to increase rent one time 

per year (though a percentage should be stipulated as in other provinces). 

Rental prices are declining 

Residential neighborhoods are generally well kept.  there is a pride in calgary associated with 

home ownership.  Minimal graffiti 

RESOLVE and the focus of the community to ensure all walks of life can have a roof over their 

head. 

Resolve campaign 

Resolve campaign 

Resolve campaign 

Revitalization of inner city communities.  With young families moving into inner city areas such 

as Haysboro, Acadia, Southwood, Kingsland, etc., local schools at all levels must become 
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available to community residents.  When I moved into Haysboro 16 years ago there were 

very few, if any, young families as most homes were owned by the original elderly owners.  

We now have many young families in our community, and that is a good thing. 

rResolve campaign! 

Safe, affordable, vibrant communities. 

Safe, clean, aesthetic housing and neighbourhoods; transition toward higher-density housing. 

Scenic, all around city, in all quadrants. 

Secondary suites 

Secondary suites are a "no brainer" if Council's goal is densification. City-wider secondary suites 

are part of the solution to lower cost housing as well.   When the Council allowed housing 

development on the golf course beside my house - they didn't seem to care about the 

resident's preferences, so why is this reason holding up secondary suites. 

sidewalks for all! 

Simple but functional design is that allow personalization 

Size of homes 

Small houses 

Social class  diversity in the neighbourhoods 

Some are trying to help. 

Some attempt is being madea to create housing that allows walking and transit as the main 

method of getting around 

some great districts  some attractive residences 

some great examples of livable/complete communities - I love how bridgeland is developing 

some lovely areas 

Some minor increases in affordable housing and rental suites. 

some of the progress made by Attainable Homes Calgary.  just need to expand the program.  

the low construction cost that are being realized using the "Stacked Townhouse" concept.  

City of Calgary Affordable housing group is getting units built at a lower cost per unit than 

before.  Just need more Capital investment to expand the program. 

space and focus on affordable housing 
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Spectacular diversity and overall very high levels of home care 

sprawling city? 

Starting to see more innovation and diversity (eg. development of old Currie Barracks/Garrison 

Green) but still too much retail instead of residential development.  A good example is the 

mall at 7337 Macleod Trail SW.  What a waste of space!!  Original developer told 

community it would be mixed housing, restaurants and retail ... instead we got another 80% 

empty retail mall. 

Steps have been made in the right direction in terms of creating access to affordable housing 

with a number of new options opening in the past year or two. Increased diversity in 

neighbourhoods is important, so that social connections, jobs and school connections can 

be maintained 

Still affordable compared to other major centres. 

Stop trying to force secondary suites into neighbourhoods that don't want it. 

Strong communities built through opportunities such as Stepping Stone grants, Community 

cleanups, Stay and play, Public Art, Community gardens etc. Relationships are at the core of 

thriving neighbourhoods and successful housing communities and I appreciator the grants 

and organizations that support connection where we live. 

Taking measures to increase affordable housing. 

That as tax payers some of our elected officials listen to our concerns and do not implement 

secondary suites in a wide sweeping heavy handed manner.  If our community does not 

want secondary suites all over the city, get over it and move onto more productive use of 

your time, such as how to lower property taxes. 

That Calgary has increased its affordable housing and the livability of its communities. 

That Calgary is aware that there is a lack of affordable housing and is being proactive in trying 

to create affordable housing 

That city hall has not imposed their will on the population regarding forcing a mix of 

communities and secondary suites etc in all neighboorhoods.We are living very 

nicely..together as it is. 

That everyone has a place to call home 
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That good housing choices contribute to vibrant local communities, and contribute to Calgary's 

economic competitiveness. 

That housing can sustainably exist so close to amenities.  Even the suburbs are becoming 

walkable. 

That it has developed well to meet the market demand without much government 

interference. That we have protected our established neighbourhoods that pay the bulk of 

the property taxes and not allowed secondary suites. 

that it is affordable and is accessible and all persons can utilize. 

That it is more affordable as a city than is Toronto or Vancouver 

That it is part of the political discussion, rather than being hidden.  That there is movement on 

low-income housing, though the NIMBY fears need to get bowled over if we are to make 

real progress. 

That it is so widely spread out that it discourages community interaction vital and interesting 

neighbourhoods and creates a sterile and deserted downtown. (sarcasm) 

That most people have a house. 

That most people have it? 

That our housing standards are so high. 

that people can still afford to buy a home (but just barely), unlike vancouver or toronto 

That people have a choice of living in the type of community they desire without social 

engineering. 

That people have left the City and the rental vacancy has gone up. 

That prices are slowly coming down 

That so far...., we have not been forced to accept "secondary suites" when it was not 

designated as such when we chose to buy a home in Scenic Acres.   I applaud affordable 

housing but it's acceptableto all when it is designated in advance not hindsight. 

That the rental vacancy rate is higher and gives renters more options. 

That there actually are places available, but a bit expensive for some. 

That there are attractive communities in all parts of the city. 
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That there are communities for every type of housing. We should not be forcing every 

community to have every type of housing. 

That there is a varied choice available. 

that there is all kinds of different options. 

That there is plenty of low-income housing for seniors, disadvantaged populations 

That there is still some single-family detached housing with yards available. 

That through unfortunate circumstances, there ha been one positive side effect.  Housing prices 

are down and more affordable for purchasers. not a whole lot to celebrate! 

That we are allowing for diversity with recent changes to the Land Use Bylaw allowing for a 

variety of housing type and choice in communities. 

That we are having the conversations and taking actionable steps to improve the complexity of 

the housing issue. 

that we are moving in the right direction to ensure there is a good mix of differing types of 

housing but we are not there yet 

That we are still working on getting rid of homelessness. 

That we are striving to change homelessness. 

That we do find housing for people of all backgrounds and incomes. 

That we do have, in most communities, a variety of housing stock. 

That we don't, for a change, have yet another ridiculous tax hike on our homes in the upcoming 

year, especially when so many people have lost their jobs, cannot find alternate work and 

our economy is so bad with no real signs of improvement any time soon. 

That we have a diverse city with a lot of housing to choose from. 

That we have an organization like Attainable Homes that helps people buy their first house. 

That we have avoided so far the housing crisis being experienced in Vancouver and Toronto. 

That we have diversity of housing in Calgary. We just need intergrate it throughout the city and 

celebrate he successes that have already be achieved 

That we have many beautiful, diverse neighbourhoods to choose to live in. 

that we have mixed income housing across the city and across neighbourhoods; not ghettoized 

That we have not yet - become as expensive as Toronto and Vancouver.. 
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That we try to accommodate ALL various income levels in planning our housing 

The 10-year plan to end homelessness has made an amazing difference for thousands of 

Calgarians experiencing or vulnerable to homelessness. With homes for just 3,000 more 

people being funded by supporters of the RESOLVE Campaign, Calgary will be the first large 

city to declare it has ended homelessness. 

The ability to react quickly and accommodate people in an emergency and through post-

emergency response. 

The Affordable Home Ownership program. 

The amazing older character communities that are still standing. Efforts should be made to 

prevent them being replaced with infills. 

The amount of available houses and the diversity of neighborhoods here in Calgary 

The Attainable home initiative makes me proud to be Calgarian. It gives me great hope that 

home ownership is a reality for me. This is a great City and I want to stay here. Affordable 

housing is one thing that is completely necessary for me to do so. Keep working to make 

house accessible. 

The beautiful architecture of the homes, the family friendly subdivisions, the feel of different 

neighbourhoods. 

The builders and developers who provide a wide selection of high quality housing; and who 

continually advocate for sensible regulation in order to preserve affordability. 

The care and and pride in maintaining homes and the property around them so that our 

neighborhoods have aged gracefully. 

The city making steps to increase opportunities for safe and legal secondary suites 

The community and agency effort to house the homeless 

The cost is not as high as in Vancouver. 

The current adjustment to lower rent and purchase prices of homes as a result of the downturn 

in the economy. 

The current effort to build affordable housing near downtown thus lessening necessity for 

commuting. 
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The current leadership in the city is encouraging density which I believe to be a vital component 

of a viable city.  There is also a concerted effort to end homelessness which, unfortunately, 

is encountering the NIMBY response. 

The decrease in the price of rent and more available units. Although it is unfortunate that the 

current economic down turn is the real reason for that. It is good that new comers including 

Syrian refugees could actually find units to live in. 

The densification of older areas such as Altadore. This is being done by splitting wide lots, or 

building row houses.  Building near LRT stations. 

The density is increasing and there are more choices and multi-family units being build. 

The determination that Council and Mayor are showing toward improving housing accessability 

The development of high density relatively low cost housing within the core. 

The diverse communities to live in. Each community feels like a small town. 

The diversity 

The diversity in housing in Calgary and selection available. We have lots of choices. 

The diversity of  housing amping older communities 

The diversity of housing available, the move to condos and the focus on developing walkable 

communities (housing, services, and transportation close at hand.) 

The economy is so bad rents have come down. 

The fact that city council continues to keep secondary suites on the table, even though there 

does not seem to be consensus about what needs to be done.  They are keeping at the issue 

because they know it is important 

The fact that rentals are more available and slightly more affordable! 

the fact that the rental market has adjusted its pricing with the economy downturn 

The fact that we can still own our own homes, live in the suburbs, commute to work. 

The fact we are working to eliminate homelessness. In the current economic environment, this 

is a greater priority than in previous years. 

The gains made by Attainable Homes and Accessible Housing in Calgary to house people with 

limited economic means and special needs respectively. 

The general beauty of well kept districts 
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The good locations that so exist. 

The great work all the members of RESOLVE Calgary have done and their future plans. 

The growing diversity of housing choices, especially in walkable neighbourhoods. 

The hope that Calgary is moving toward secondary suites is worth celebrating.  We need this 

type of housing (less expensive-more affordable) for seniors, singles and low income 

families. 

The Housing First model. 

The implementation of CAA and the SPDAT as a triage process to theoretically find housing for 

Calgary's most vulnerable populations. I'd like to see continued expansion of this service. 

The increase in high density multi purpose community developments. 

The increase in transit-based housing around LRT stations is a great development for the city. 

The increase of affordable, attainable housing. 

The increase of higher density housing in central Calgary. 

The increased density in the core area of the City 

The large number of gardens 

The mayor's row with that *&^% developer  that went to court. I want to contribute to the legal 

fees. Jim R Smith 

The mixture of old a new neighborhoods and the choices they offer 

The move towards higher-density, well-designed mixed-use neighbourhoods focussed on 

walkability and diverse services. Not fast enough! 

The neighborhoods are close enough to schools which is good for people with children 

The new neighbourhoods are beautiful. They have flowers, trees, grassy areas and ponds. 

The new small condominium ownership opportunities and programs like the Peak Initiative. 

The new, inner-city "cities" like East Village. 

The newer, more liveable and integrated walkable communities with mixed use are the future, 

for sure. We need more of that! With that said, that will take some time, so allowing for 

more secondary suites right now will be even better at creating increased capacity and 

diversity. 

The only thing I can think of is that it's generally less expensive than Vancouver or Toronto. 
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The power & potential of every group & community based effort to develop affordable and 

dignified housing. 

The price of owning and renting has adjusted a bit for the economic downturn, but remains 

high. More affordable housing is needed for those at the bottom, such as the disabled and 

chronically unemployed. 

The prices are coming down and that means more people can afford a home! 

The prices of houses are so high that it is nothing to celebrate about. The prices even in the 

recession are not coming down yet. 

The program Affordable Housing and the new iterations of the program by banks should be 

celebrated as it is making home ownership more accessible as an alternative to renting for 

people in a winder income bracket. 

The quick and positive response to the Fort Mac evacuees 

The recent trend toward higher densities in suburban development. 

The re-development of inner city neighbourhoods. Building up instead of out will help make the 

city thrive and sustain itself long-term. 

The rental rates are slowing as the economy slows but we need options for people of low 

incomes when rental rates are too high.  Calgary is shifting focus to more condensed 

housing in and around the core. 

The return to smaller units in the inner city is reason to celebrate. N3 and Ink in East Village are 

'affordable' options for singles or couples. 

The situation for both renters and lower to middle income households is abysmal. I see nothing 

to celebrate about housing in Calgary if you are under a certain income level. 

The SPDAT process through the Calgary Housing Foundation helps prioritize high risk clients 

into supportive housing. 

The start of adding some high density homes close to public transportation 

The suburbs that support affordable  housing options for families 

The variety available within all communities in the city; most communities have a wide range of 

new vs old and a price range as well allowing citizens to have a  choice of where they want 

to live; not being limited by socio-economic factors. 
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The variety of communities that people can choose from. 

The variety of housing options 

The variety of types and ages of housing in our neighbourhoods. 

The vibrancy of our inner city communities! 

The want for people to buy their own homes or have their own homes/rental properties. 

The way that each community is unique and has local schools available. 

The well maintained appearance of most areas 

The well organized communities, nice streets, pride of home ownership. 

the work of the Calgary Homeless Foundation and its partners in housing and supporting 8,000 

formerly homeless people and the thoroughness of its research. 

Their 'housing first' policy. 

There appears to be move diversity in housing options. However, Calgary suffers from what 

appears to be uncontrolled urban sprawl, with all the attendant issues that raises. 

There are a lot of different housing types available, and vibrant hubs of commercial activity can 

be found in all communities. 

There are a lot of houses in Calgary 

There are a ton of neighbourhoods 

There are choices of housing to suit many lifestyles 

There are currently a number of recently completed and currently underway affordable housing 

projects to move Calgary citizens out of homelessness. 

there are good neighborhoods to live in caring, friendly fair people. 

There are likely many things to celebrate when it comes to housing however when I think about 

it there are a few more important downsides that come to mind. For example I checked the 

box ne t to "improve affordability of home ownership" if I could check another it would be 

"improve affordability of rentals" as well. Because everyone is in a different situation and 

with the market the way it is today these options should be first considered as housing is 

most important next to food. Also I find low income housing appears in clusters, if this were 

more evenly distributed there would not be any "low income" areas and different 

demographics would feel more a part of their surroundings. Lastly if there were a standard 
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to home upkeep neighborhoods would not deteriorate over time, if we could implement 

some sort of nori gram where, perhaps neighborhoods work together to maintain a certain 

level of upkeep we could see better potential for longevity in homes and neighborhoods. 

There are lots of communities to intensify to provide more housing options across the city 

There are many affordable, wonderful single family homes in nice neighborhoods with schools 

and small grocery stores.  People don't need 2000+ square foot homes to raise a family. 

Adjust expectations and appreciate the existing neighborhoods. 

There are many options for affordable housing in Calgary. Alberta Seniors and Housing has a 

large inventory of units, although much of it is now dated and not necessarily meeting what 

would be considered current standards. 

There are some great organizations in the city that are paving the way for affordable housing in 

the city. Calgary has some fantastic communities. 

There are some great rental communities, with convenient access to downtown and good 

amenities. 

There are some really great houses here. 

There are things that the market must do to improve housing availability and things 

government can do. They are independent of each other. The only thing that government 

can do from the array of answers above is get off their tails and approve more secondary 

suites with fewer bureaucratic roadblocks. That takes political courage and leadership, 

distinctly absent from this crop of city Councillors. 

there has been a bit of an attempt to encorporate higher density housing with close access to 

transit 

There has been a focus on developing affordable housing and the Calgary community is working 

together in a really innovative and collaborative way (i.e. resolve) 

There has been an attempt to house the homeless, but there is still a long way to go. 

There has been high home ownership, however, it needs to be balanced with decent affordable 

housing for those who are unable to own. I believe we should celebrate initiatives in Calgary 

to provide transitional housing to those in need. 
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There has been so much work done to increase our sense of community in neighbourhoods but 

there is still a stigma about renting and rental properties.  Renting is how newcomers and 

young people starting to build a life begin so the diversity and health of our neighbourhood 

depend on high quality, affordable options for renting. 

There is a diversity of housing options. 

There is a lot of space to build. 

There is a multitude of properties in Calgary that are available. 

There is a wonderful, coordinated system of service providers that are working diligently to 

advocate for marginalized populations of Calgary and those who struggle to find 

sustainable, accessible and affordable housing in this city. 

There is absolutely nothing to celebrate when it comes to housing in Calgary. Because of the 

unstable economy it is impossible to buy a home, and prices of homes is out of reach for 

middle class workers.  As far as renting......there is absolutely nothing to protect renters 

from being gouged for rent. An example would be during the 2013 flood, my rent was 

increased by $300.00 per month because the landlord knew that if I didn't accept the 

increase that there was no where else for me to go, because the vacancy rate during that 

time was non-existent. Reporting this did no good because there was no where else to go 

except the street. This city/province needs rent controls to stop the slum lords, and allow 

fair treatment for tenants. 

There is an abundant of supply. 

There is diversity in all quadrants of the city 

There is great diversity in housing types available in Calgary.  From single family mansions to 

high-rise condos almost every type of housing is available with only a few absent from the 

mix. 

There is more awareness about the needs of individuals, but we have a long way to go 

There is more intention to create a diversity of housing in existing communities. 

there is nothing to really about housing in Calgary to celebrate.  I was homeless for two months 

and I am now renting a room and starting my life over again. I can not afford to get a house. 

There is opportunity for everyone to have a home. 
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There is opportunity for nearly any type of housing you want, if you're willing to look for it. 

There is quite a bit of diversity. 

There is subsidized programs, just not enough 

There is very little to celebrate with respect to Calgary's housing.   Calgary's housing is a 

perpetuation of a housing model that is not sustainable. The suburban model perpetuates 

the proliferation of roads, roads, and more roads. It is expensive and responsible for the 

infrastructure deficit and the lack of funding for other community needs. It consumes vast 

amounts of agricultural land and productive wildlife habitat - it has too stop. Calgary should 

show some leadership in providing a 2016 model of sustainable housing for all incomes. 

There isn't much to celebrate. Affordability for many Calgarians is questionable and the sprawl 

is making a small city much larger than necessary. The costs for building/maintaining 

infrastructure (water, sewage, snow removal, road cleaning, electrical lines etc...) only goes 

up, which results in higher property taxes which have been increasing annually.  It's as if the 

city planners haven't researched other cities around the world. There's plenty of 

information on what works and what doesn't work when designing a city and communities. 

Then again, it could be more complicated when developers/businesses have other agendas 

that prioritize maximum profits over everything else. 

There seems to be a lot of it.  It's great to see development in the inner city areas as sprawl is 

out of hand. 

Things are slowly improving for those suffering from housing instability, but we have a long way 

to go. 

This again? This focus on only talking about strengths leaves valuable insight out if the survey 

and is why I and others have trouble taking it seriously. 

this is on our radar as something we can work on 

Those unique approaches and the value of a range of configurations meeting varied needs. 

TOD and other projects providing different types of housing within the city's existing footprint 

instead of at the edges.  Should more of these multi-family buildings be three bedrooms to 

facilitate families and more flexible use througout a family's life cycle? 

transit oriented development. 
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Until homelessness is addressed in Calgary, we don't have a lot to celebrate. 

Urban density and lots of new rental towers in the downtown area opened in 2016 

Urban sprawl? 

variety 

Variety 

Variety and living communities 

variety of housing 

Variety of housing in all areas of the city. It is possible to live where ever one should choose. 

Variety of housing options 

variety of types of homes, sizes, locations etc  we also in newer communities have supporting 

infrastructure ( schools shops entertainment etc) to maintain living in the location for longer 

periods 

very diverse communities and life styles 

Very little - prices are too high, neighbourhoods are poorly designed for walking and aggregated 

by income and status 

Very Little. 

Very little.  Unless you have the financial means to purchase there are very few options to rent 

and live in Calgary. 

We all have central heating. 

We are a growing city and despite the difficult economy, houses in my neighbourhood continue 

to sell. 

We are able to enjoy contemporary comforts in most homes - clean running water, central 

heating, reliable electricity, etc 

We are aware that there is a problem. More not-for-profits seeing needs and willing to work 

collaboratively. 

We are creating more socio-economically diverse communities.  It feels like we are moving 

away from ghettoizing the poor. 

We are doing reasonably well in housing when compared to other large multicultural cities.  

Regardless of the fact that there is visible poverty in our city, we have avoided the ghettos 
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of other cities.  We have a welcoming, hospitable culture, and culture of charitable giving 

and volunteerism.  Also, newcomers integrate reasonably well into our society: the above 

key actors are the things that have helped to dull the pain.  Further action is needed, and is 

underway - we cannot continue on our present course of action without further 

improvement.  However, we will succeed, because the pieces exist to solve our housing 

challenges.  Our key asset that we should be leveraging in this battle is our welcoming 

community sector (private citizens, companies, non-profits). 

We are generally a safe city with excellent services for the public. 

We are increasing diversity but need to do more. 

We are making good progress with increasing density... There are lots of housing options with 

most being relatively affordable compared to other large cities... 

We are slowly moving in the right direction. 

We are starting to densify and have more variety and choices in the Calgary market. I WANT to 

lock and leave and still live in a vibrant neighbourhood. 

We are starting to have more sustainable communities being built now! 

We are starting, slowly, to increase density i communities 

We are striving towards providing accessible housing for all. 

We are talking about laneway housing and secondary suites rather than just continuing to build 

outward. 

We are working towards more affordable housing. 

We can celebrate that the we ( the City of Calgary, and the community, along with relevant 

agencies) are focused on taking action in support of affordable housing. The Resolve 

Campaign, Attainable Homes are leaders, but much more needs to be done. 

We can say that we have some and it is not Vancouver or Toronto Housing prices. 

We can't celebrate that there are good options for low income folks. We can't celebrate that 

there are no homeless people on the streets.   There is tons of housing for the rich... I guess 

you can celebrate that. 

We don't have much to celebrate 
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We excel in selling expensive housing to those with more money to show off their wealth, all 

the while snubbing lower income earners 

We finally have a chance to catch up 

We have a beautiful city and I'm proud of it.  Unfortunately, the price of housing so out of reach 

for many. 

We have a dynamic not for profit sector that is working hard to develop affordable housing in 

Calgary. The RESOLVE campaign is nine agencies that are collaborating to raise 120 million 

dollars for affordable and supportive housing in the city. Other agencies are developing and 

growing by offering supportive housing as well. Home Builders and other corporations are 

contributing to the RESOLVE campaign with the hope that homelessness can be alleviated. 

We have a focus on diversifying inner city neighborhoods with multi-family dwellings, single 

family homes, rentals, legal secondary suites, and subsidized housing. These areas are 

becoming more diverse in population as well and are being revitalized. This is an 

opportunity for businesses to flourish and new businesses to develop. This also means that 

the public facilities - schools, community centres, and recreations facilitations - may also be 

improved and revitalized to keep up with the growth in these areas. Revitalization of the 

older areas is a reason to celebrate! 

We have a good supply of builders and inventory for a "normal" market. We do suffer through 

extraordinary highs and lows, more so than the rest of Canada which affects 

supply/demand and affordability. 

We have a lot of land so plenty of room to grow. 

We have a skilled work force. We have creative talent. We have land/space. 

We have a very conflicted city. While many believe in densification, that is not what 

homebuyers are seeking. We need affordable options for low income and underemployed 

Calgarians. I am not convinced that secondary suites is the solution as new communities 

have been built with higher density and less parking and public facilities. 

We have a wide range of housing stock  We don't have enough entry level housing stock  We 

have big lots but that means our city footprint is too big for the number of people who live 

here  We should look to cities like Singapore that provide ample housing on a smaller 
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footprint BUT they also provide huge and beautiful parks for people to spend more time 

outside  Calgary is a learning community and we should learn form others what succeeds  

We need to convince more Calgarians to be more forward thinking as we city'build and 

community'build like promoting imagineCALGARY in a LARGER way. 

We have a wide variety of types of neighbourhoods, enabling choice of features that are 

important to the home owner. 

We have been making efforts towards greater density, but not enough. 

We have excellent but too small housing assistance programs. 

We have fantastic communities of varies house types. 

We have generally good quality housing.  Much of it is fairly new or in good repair.  There is an 

OK mix of building styles (eg. single family, duplex/3plex/4plex,apartment, etc.).  Let's 

ensure that we make a system with reasonable building codes that allow for alternative 

designs (eg. potentially co-ops that are currently X-listed due to the main entrances coming 

from a courtyard instead of the street) and secondary suites that encourages people to 

embrace them instead of circumvent them. 

We have green spaces in most communities and the off leash parks for dogs are amazing 

We have increased multi family housing 

We have lots of space to grow and need to use it. We need to ensure that the transportation 

system is capable of supporting new growth 

We have made great strides in removing the developer subsides. That is a major 

accomplishment and deserves to be celebrated. 

we have made some progress toward innovation and walkability 

We have many "gems" in this city like 12 to 13 ave. 1st street, the east village, or in Bridgeland 

along both sides of 9 st NE, just off of Memorial Drive NE till 1 ave. But to grow our city's 

population and become more vibrant, we need to continue to develop on this exact path (I 

would not recommend developing the Keystone Hills). An example of how we are hindering 

our city's ability to be "urban", is the Trinity Hills area. If Calgary wants to host something 

like the Olympics, having a suburban neighbourhood literally be integrated into COP is 

terrible. 
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we have more than enough houses need to sell what we have 

we have no restrictions on space and we should use more of it. 

We have some 

We have some great neighbourhoods, and some smart people figuring out new ways to address 

our current housing challenges. 

We have the best housing and price in Canada 

we have too many homes on the market stop building 

we have used up more land than anywhere else 

We have worked hard to come as far as we have.  Now with the economical downturn we can 

accomplish more 

We live in a country where housing is very comfortable. 

We need to celebrate some of the older communities and the unique housing that is there. 

We should acknowledge the validity of differing priorities regarding housing choices.  In 

particular, stop demonizing those who made the decision to purchase in single-family 

neighbourhoods.  Their wishes concerning the largest lifetime purchase most people will 

ever make should be respected.  Don't change the rules after the fact.  This is unfair, and 

unethical. 

We should celebrate availability of housing at the lowest interest costs in history. 

We should celebrate Calgary's housing in that there are more and more options becoming 

available for sustainable and ecological living. 

We should celebrate that any people can get your own house easily. 

We should celebrate that the city has taken control and we no longer have developers doing 

the pushing and planning.  Maybe now we can make and stick to a plan. 

We should celebrate the City's recent commitment to more housing density and better public 

transit to use less land and build more community 

We should celebrate the different backgrounds and historical components that lead to a 

systemic issue in the provision of housing. In order to decrease homelessness, there needs 

to be a multi-faceted strategy that focuses on addiction, mental health and social programs 

that foster sustainable living situations. I am an advocate for low-cost housing for those 
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who need it, as I feel that a strategy that can link financial assistance with mental health and 

addiction counselling. I have given Calgary a B- due to City Council and Mayor Nenshi's 

advocacy for affordable housing, but I think the amount of people that are homeless in a 

city as wealthy as Calgary is despicable. 

We should celebrate the diversity of housing options. 

We should celebrate the fact that we still have space where to build homes (however small). 

Other growing cities are not so lucky. 

We should celebrate the fact that we take housing seriously and believe that everyone deserves 

a roof over their heads. However affordability is the big issue. I checked off affordability of 

ownership because that is the issue I am currently dealing with but rental prices are not 

much better. 

WE should celebrate the initiatives of NGOs in areas of housing for the homeless (as distinct 

from affordable housing in general). City of Calgary is not supportive. 

We should celebrate the recent announcement of the COC's investment in public housing.  

Other than that, the recent economic downtown has opened more opportunities for 

housing, and lower rents.  Although this is temporary, it has allowed for an adjustment in 

current rent rates. 

We should celebrate those communities with a variety of housing options. They display a 

greater sense of tolerance for demographic diversity (i.e inner city neighbourhoods), as 

opposed to the homogeneity (both demographically and strucuturally) of many 80s/90s 

suburban neighbourhoods. 

We should minimize costs being passed on to taxpayers by our city government. Council seems 

to feel they represent city administration rather than taxpayers who elected them. There is 

too much of increase property taxes and then increase users fees. Parking and 

transportation are examples of city government over charging taxpayers. We spend too 

much time dealing with social issues at the expense of roads, weeds, snow removal etc. 

We should only celebrate traffic but not housing. 

We still leave in a city that has lots of space and people can live in comfortable homes without 

being or feeling cramped. 
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Well designed communities that are small in size. Density where required along major right of 

ways. 

Well since we're in a recession housing affordability has gotten cheaper.  I like that more people 

are renovating now instead of just putting in infills. 

We're seeing some multi-purpose buildings — play upstairs and work down. 

We've made great steps in affordable housing in recent years. Initiatives like the RESOLVE 

campaign is fantastic example of collaboration with big impact. 

We've managed to avoid the extreme over-inflations of Vancouver and Toronto. 

What we don't need are more secondary suites where owners do not provide parking - either 

on street in front of their own property or in their own back yard.  Same goes for no control 

re litter, noise, pets on the loose, etc. Yes, I am a single house owner and have renters in 

close proximity.  Living in Calgary is a privilege, not a right; and yes, it is costly to be here.  I 

had to earn my way into Calgary and expect the same of others.  Continually searching for 

ways to subsidize people simply because the "want" to be in Calgary is,to often, 

counterproductive.      The city is not controlling illegal suites as it is - any further move in 

this direction towards so called legal secondary suites is simply going to create more 

problems with more illegal suites.  The codes/restrictions/requirements to qualify as a legal 

suite are exorbitant.  There is little incentive today for an owner to bear the huge cost of all 

the alterations needed to comply for legal status.  I would like to see much of the above 

reduced.  Most people can be a reasonable judge of what constitutes a safe mother-in-law 

suite without spending some $25K in renovations.  Landlords who are way off base(as per 

tenant complaint)should simply be shut down.      Absentee owners of single unit housing 

that do rentals need to be policed.  To often, neglect results in tenants reinforcing the old 

adage of "there goes the neighborhood". 

when it comes to housing, we should make it more beautiful. 

When the city has enough housing to provide the city's homeless, and working poor, population 

with housing they can qualify for and afford. Then Calgary should really CELEBRATE! 

Whenever we have a mixed-density neighbourhood. 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 459 

Where I live (Glenbrook) we have a diverse community....young families and seniors housing, 

low-rental apartments and upper middle-class condos and homes and many different 

cultures are represented. 

While the price is pretty high I believe there is a wide range of prices which allow more people 

to access home ownership 

Wide Variety of Housing options 

willing to consider some creative options like laneway housing 

Willingness to improve. 

With the downturn in the economy, rents are cheaper and there are more vacancies 

With the oil crash the rental rates are finally coming down to a semi-reasonable level. 

With the recent construction of numerous rental towers in the beltline, there seems to be more 

opportunities for rental housing.  Increasing diversity of housing also integrates different 

demographic groups, which increases social awareness and tolerance, opportunities for 

meaningful interaction, etc. 

Work of the Calgary Homeless Foundation to open up many opportunities towards reducing 

homelessness. 

Working towards more affordable housing, but very slowly 

World class urban design 

You don't have much to celebrate. It took over 3 years for one small unit of affordable housing 

to be built in our neighbourhood WE NEED MUCH MORE THAN THAT AND A HELL OF A LOT 

SOONER! 

You have left out an important question.Calgary Housing  costs are increased substantially by a 

very convoluted and expensive development and building permit process..The above 

questions in no way relate to the fundamental issue...Value /costs are market driven .NOT 

by a political agenda with subsidies etc. 

young couples / people can still afford something in most cases 

neighbour to neighbour greeting points- when you can drive into your garage and enter your 

home without being outside, you are not meeting your neighbour - strong diversity in 

designs throughout neighbourhoods, one builder should not take hold of an entire 
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community, and if they do they need to offer greater diversity in housing designs for all 

ranges of affordability - bigger is not always better 

Calgary has been making progress in providing more affordable options - I have seen more 

integration within communities - for example Aspen has a diversity of housing and it seems 

to be working well - I believe there has been more movement on secondary suites.  With 

the current labor market this may not be on top of the list but the issues still should be 

worked out. 
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Work 

Which of the following do you believe is the top priority for improving Calgary when 

it comes to work and the economy? OPTIONS: Improve workforce attraction and 

retention, improve supports for entrepreneurs, newly unemployed and small business, 

continue to diversify our economic base, provide more opportunities for vocational and 

technical training and increase job opportunities for new graduates. 

 

address underemployment 

Adult retraining 

All of the above. 

Allow access to employment for those with a criminal record.  Ban the Box and allow people to 

compete based on their skills and experience 

Buy local 

Calgary needs other industries outside of oil and gas. 

Concentrate on sustainable enterprises, not exhaustable resources. 

Continue to diversify our economic base; Improve supports and opportunities for the newly 

unemployed; support skilled immigrants to be employed for the position according to their 

education 

Continue to work on equal opportunity and pay for women 

Costs of trying run a business is quickly quashing those opportunities in Calgary. Taxes and 

increasing costs will quickly force too many businesses from being competitive. 

Create a tax free business zone to encourage tech and other new industry to base itself in 

Calgary 

Create jobs now. Diversifying is great but takes too long 

Create the environment where business thrives and workforce will be here. 

Cut taxes 

Cut taxes. 

Don't rely so much on oil and gas-diversify the economy. 

economic expansion 
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employers need to recognize that great people don't all have degrees - we can do the same or 

better work due to our past experiences 

Ensure Canadians have jobs first 

get oil industry back get rid of ndp 

get rid of the NDP 

Government should play a stronger role in keeping companies accountable, which will translate 

into job security for hardworking g Calgarians 

I believe #2 & #6 are equally important.  It is shocking & absolutely ridiculous, the "hoops", a 

new business must jump through to meet all the many "rules & regulations" newly created 

by this city on an ongoing basis - I assume this is to create jobs &/or keep those that would 

otherwise not have a job - in a job??? 

improve access to markets for our energy 

Improve affordability for everyone 

Improve employment opportunities in the trades for underserved populations like women and 

older workers. 

Improve mass transit so areas of the city are more easily accessible for commuters 

Improving hiring practices that lead to employment of people of colour and indigenous peoples. 

Increase job opportunities for older, newly unemployed residents 

Increased opportunity/education for the working poor to help break cycle of poverty 

Introduce guaranteed minimum income or other measures to reduce the importance of "work" 

in community life. 

Lower taxes for businesses and stop the government nickle and diming to the point that 

businesses cannot thrive and jobs are not created 

make it affordable to work....cut the part time with no benefits trap for the working poor 

more employment strategies for helping those with mental health issues find placement and 

training to reenter the work force 

More long-term employment, offering benefits and loyalty. Making people feel valued in a 

career they will be able to retire from. 

more opportunities for youth 
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Not much to improve in this area 

Nothing 

Offer EI for a longer period of time during recessions 

pipelines 

Place an immediate cap on population growth. 

Privatize more City of Calgary services which would increase competition, decrease our tax 

burden for overpaid and over benefited civil servants. 

Reduce business and property taxes downtown 

reduce business taxes and red tape 

Reduce business taxes and red tape. 

REDUCE BUSINESS TAXES. 

Reduce property taxes and City spending so that small business can thrive. 

reduce spending and cut taxes 

Reduce taxes and red tape to make it easier for SME to hire people. 

Reduce taxes so that more businesses can afford to hire new employees 

settle our oil and gas economy down and get people back to work, not just in this sector but in 

all areas as they are also affected by the decline 

Stop taxing business at extremely high rates 

stop the carbon tax 

Support all, and any business, small, medium, and LARGE as well. 

Support the energy sector 

The city should just get out of the way. It is a barrier to entrepreneurs, and to business 

innovation generally. 

The political will to build pipelines to allow world price for albertas Natural resources is the only 

thing that will stop the current economic downturn 

This is a list of effects, not policies. Cutting taxes would help achieve all these goals. High taxes 

and regulation prevents them all. 

To give more opportunities to the newcomers with theirs excellent proffession 
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Us: improve supports for entrepreneurs and small business with the caveat that it is through 

lower taxes. 

We need a new provincial government 

We need jobs, not the poor economy we have today 

We need to support the oil industry 
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What should we celebrate about Calgary when it comes to work and the economy? 

 

1- technical training 2 diversify our economic base..  entrepreneurs and small business 

70% of Calgarins are working in a major economic downturn 

A free market without political interference..Tax base is too high due to a bloated and overpaid 

city workforce 

A highly educated and energetic workforce. With all the layoffs, we need to ensure these 

people stay in Calgary and a more diversified economy would help to ensure that. 

A highly educated and motivated population. 

A knowledgeable and skilled workforce 

A lot of people still want to come to Calgary, and many of those people are creative and 

innovative. 

A lot of smart people here from all over. 

A thriving growing city attracts entrepreneurs and small business. That is happening now, we 

can continue to diversify our economy. 

Accessability 

Again, nothing, getting far too expensive to live here 

All is great when oil/gas is doing well. People should be more prepared for the downturn. Big 

problem with underemployment. No need to attract more immigrants if they end up being 

underemployed. 

All of the above are quite inter-related. 

All of the answers offered in the array above imply that there is action from government that 

can achieve better economic conditions. That surely is not the case since our current 

government are amateur idealogues with no practical experience and even less maturity. 

They must be replaced with a government that restores stability, removes uncertainty, 

understands how an economy works in the real world and acts in the interest of all 

Albertans. The NDP are far too naive and  left wing to  create conditions where businesses 

have confidence in the future. Uncertainty is hurting us terribly. It can only get worse I am 

afraid. 
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Although all of the above. I think having more attraction and support both equally need to be 

prioritized.   Perhaps an incentive of no tax in the first year of operations? 

Although it has been a tough year we aren't giving up hope, we push forward and innovate to 

find new opportunities to add value to Canadian and world economies 

Although there is higher unemployment in the oil/gas sector there are still lots of people 

working. Time to use this as a way to leverage diversification. 

although we are in a tough period, Calgarians are innovative and resilient 

An entrepreneurial spirit that will seek out new technologies to the benefit of  production 

and/or use worldwide of the resources we have here in Alberta. 

As a retired person I really find this to be a difficult question to answer  I am not part of the 

work force. 

as a young city, there seems to be opportunities for people with new ideas to make those ideas 

happen.  small businesses seem to be around and new ones are always showing up. 

At the moment, I can't think of anything to celebrate. The cut backs in the oil and gas industry 

has affected my family very hard 

At the turn of the century we saw Calgary diversify. Because oil prices collapsed there became a 

lot of office space available at reasonable prices (compared to Toronto and Vancouver). This 

attracted many start-up companies into Calgary and broadened our base. Also, the 

transportation industry realized that Calgary was an excellent location for distribution 

centers.  The rise in oil prices put an end to this diversification. However, we once again be 

able to attract new industry to Calgary. 

ATB's Entrepreneurs Centre is a really cool and innovative idea. We need more of this thinking 

in Calgary 

attitude of gratitude 

Attitude! Risk takers, positive attitude, resilience 

Availability and diversity of employments 

Because the Cons refused to diversify and think ahead it's left us crippled during down oil times. 

They also cut apprentiship programs for new grads so we need to 

Besides the current state of the economy, Calgary pays quite well relative to other cities 
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Calgarians are very hard workers! 

Calgarian's resiliency 

Calgarians, for the most part, are blessed with a fair amount of opportunity 

Calgarians, when given the tools, or even some of the tools, know how to make things happen, 

from the grassroots to the Mount Royal crowd. 

Calgary and Alberta as a whole depend entirely too much on the oil industry. We need to 

secure ourselves in the market by creating businesses that pertain to the energy of the 

future, and more sustainable fields, even ones that don't deal with energy. Perhaps a 

diversity in foods and culture could create tourism and promote an attractive city. 

Calgary and Calgarians have an entrepreneurial spirit and can do attitude.  There is a wealth of 

experience and energy in the city that has been dampened by the oil price slump but will 

show itself in new ideas and better ways to do things. 

Calgary bounces back after each economic bust. 

calgary chamber 

Calgary continues to attract new workers, which means our work environments are beneficial. 

Calgary economy is changing. We should be assisting those who have lost their jobs.  we should 

be educating people to change their careers due to job loss.  there are many fields that 

could reorganize and take new graduates into their businesses.  many years ago there was 

more on the job training, could be not look into again? 

Calgary encourages an entrepreneurial spirit, a 'can do' approach, a 'wipe off the scraped knee 

and get back in the game' approach in hard times.  While the last two years have been 

tough economically for many, we should take pride in our resilience. 

Calgary has a broad and diverse economy, contrary to the belief that it is nothing but oil and 

gas. We do need to ensure that it remains diverse and improves when it comes to relying on 

more than oil and gas for its primary focus. There are many types of work and workers in 

Calgary and we need to focus on celebrating that. 

Calgary has a large number of well paying jobs. 
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Calgary has a large pool of professional resource. Oil and gas sector provides a large based of 

high paying jobs which provides Calgary a very high standard of living compare with other 

cities. 

Calgary has a lot of highly skilled workers.  The fact that tradespeople have traditionally been 

extremely self-sufficient and have not relied on unions has allowed free market use of their 

services. 

Calgary has a very diverse culture. 

calgary has a very strong work force I believe and people, for the most part, have very strong 

work ethics 

Calgary has always had an entrepreneurial focus and it should highlight and embrace that as 

well as continue to develop opportunities for them. 

Calgary has been very fortunate to have a low employment rate (until this downturn).  We still 

need to work on diversification and mostly politicians that understand the energy business. 

Calgary has done well in diversifying outside of oil and gas; the downturn in oil prices has not 

been as bad as would have been even 10 years ago. 

Calgary has excellent natural and human resources, and an innovative culture. 

Calgary has lots of opportunities for workers but we need to develop more non oil related jobs. 

Calgary has made good strides in diversifying our economy.  With diversification, comes new 

opportunities for entrepreneurs and small businesses.  Diversification seems to be a 

building block for many of the other opportunities listed above. 

Calgary have always offered a diverse workforce. 

Calgary is a city of opportunity and there are job opportunities available.  I believe small 

business and entrepreneurs are investments well made and are the backbone of our 

economy. 

Calgary is a city that says "yes" to new ideas.  This should help us attract a diverse economic 

base so that our economy and, by extension our community, isn't decimated by oil and gas 

fluctuations. 

Calgary is a friendly city.   Look for opportunities, meet and talk with others, have a plan.  Be 

positive. 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 469 

Calgary is a great city that encourages outside of the box thinking, where someone with a non-

traditional business plan has as much chance to succeed as someone with a traditionally 

accepted business plan 

Calgary is a hotbed of innovation and well positioned to transition into a new low-carbon 

future. 

Calgary is a young and vibrant city, where people are flexible to look in different sectors and 

work opportunities as oil and gas and te dinosaur industries die out. 

Calgary is an easy place to have things happen workwise - there is an energy here that supports 

new starts and entrepreneurs 

Calgary is an innovative town that says "yes" to new ideas. That is key to our ability to build a 

more diverse economic base so fluctuation in oil and gas do not decimate our economy. 

Calgary is becoming more diverse in its economy and is improving supports for entrepreneurs 

and small business. 

Calgary is full of hard workers and for the most part fair wages are paid by employers in my 

experience. Also, lots of employment options. 

Calgary is known for it's culture of hard-work and ability to manage tough times. We are quite 

resilient. 

Calgary is made up of hardworking individuals who want to contribute to Canada's economy. 

Calgary is more diverse than most people would think, but we still have much work to do to 

ensure that we get out of the boom/bust cycles that we're so famous for. It's simply not fair 

to anyone to have to go through consistent downturns. 

Calgary is resilient and is taking steps to improve the economy despite the economic downturn 

Calgary is resilient and people pride themselves on being in charge of their own destiny 

Calgary is resilient and, although we experience frequent times of downturn, we always 

rebound. 

Calgary is still a growing population (new births and immigration to the city) so there is 

opportunity that is created from a growing population and even with the oil downturn, 

people and businesses are still creating new opportunities. 

Calgary is very entrepreneurial and there are opportunities for small businesses. 
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Calgary needs to diversify its stream of revenues, as it is obvious that previous short-term 

planning has gotten us stuck in a provincial recession. I think we can celebrate the fact that 

Calgary has become a hub for small business start-ups and entrepreneurs, and we have a 

growing social/arts culture that has broadened our perspective. 

Calgary should be a place of diverse economic opportunities for workers, job creators and 

investors.  Diversification of our economic base is crucial, but I indicated "improve supports 

for entrepreneurs and small business" as my top priority as a means to that outcome 

(hopefully). 

Calgary still is a thriving city in spite of the downturn.  Employment is out there for those who 

want to work and accept reasonable paying jobs. 

Calgary tends to have a lot of opportunity in all sectors and there is room for innovation. The 

population is young and energetic. however, we do need to continue to diversify. 

Calgary values entrepreneurs and ATB is offering loans for new businesses. Let's celebrate the 

arts areas, which provide much-needed monetary infusions into all areas of Calgary's 

economy. Companies are being inventive in avoiding lay-offs (eg. cutting work hours/wages 

to keep workers employed). 

Can do attitude 

can do attitude - hard work has rewards - 

can-do attitude in tough economic times 

can't think of anything. 

Celebrate the diversity and the economic contributions of newcomers by recognizing their 

credentials to ensure they get integrated into the workforce easily 

Celebrate?? Well when things are good in the oil and gas industry, Calgary is the place to be. 

Celebrate???  about work?   The only people who celebrate work are the kind who drink for 

Tuesdays. 

Citizens have a wide variety of education and work interests enabling diversity to happen 

Come on guys, we've been through so many busts and booms and still haven't figured out that 

diversification is the key. Get your head in the game. 

Coming out of the rescession. 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 471 

Community spirit, people helping people 

Companies who could not access / afford labour when the energy companies were strong can 

now get the talent they need. Ther are many companies who are surprisingly doing really 

well in a recession. 

Connected leaders. 

Continue to diversify our economic base 

CREATE GREEN ENERGY JOBS ALREADY! 

creating supports and skills in resiliency for our young adults to weather the boom and bust 

cycle of the economy 

creativity 

Creativity 

Current downturn is spurring some innovation in energy & focus on other economic sectors 

Despite downturn in oil and gas,Calgary still has more jobs at better wages and in better  work  

quarters than most cities in  Canada and perhaps in North America. 

Despite economic crisis we are still doing quite well in terms of jobs and moving forward. While 

we are lacking in certain industries we are making up for it in others. 

Despite economic downturn people stayed in Calgary and looking actively for new 

opportunities. Employers like the City of Calgary is working hard to absorb some of this 

talent. Innovative and creative business ideas are emerging. This is an opportunity to 

diversify our economic base, invest in tourism and green economy as well as creative 

technology solutions. 

Despite job losses in Oil & Gas, there are still many great places to work in Calgary. 

despite lessons learned of the cyclical nature of oil and gas as well as commodity markets, we 

are still overly dependent upon these as the drivers of our economy and employment. We 

have a highly skilled, educated workforce with transferable skills 

Despite oil going down Calgary is moving on. 

Despite the dominance of oil, there are many people who are able to work in ways that support 

communities and the public good. 
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Despite the downturn, businesses still come to Calgary - like de Beers.  There is fundamental 

optimism and confidence in the community to support the economy. 

Despite the oil based downturn the unemployment rate is not that high.  Possibly this downturn 

will stop the crazy consumerism that dominates this city. 

Despite the recent economical downturn, our unemployment rate is still in line with Canada-

wide average, which means our economy has quite a bit of resilience built into it despite 

obvious dependency on energy sector. 

Disagree. Very poor year to "celebrate" given our tanking economy 

Diversification is happening. 

Diversification of the job force is what's needed and should be celebrated 

Diversification. 

Diversity 

diversity 

Diversity has become much more apparent in the business landscape than I saw 10 years ago 

when I first moved here. I believe that Calgary will continue to find its stability in growing 

beyond its one-trick-pony oil & gas industry into a true city of multiple revenue sources and 

streams. 

Diversity in the workplace 

diversity of employment choices 

Diversity of people working at the same place 

Diversity of the economy which is not clearly understood by the citizens 

Diversity, entrepreneurial spirit, innovation, continuous improvement, opportunity, low taxes, 

progressive government, career opportunity growth. 

DO NOT CELEBRATE: Come on Calgary, Oil tanks in a cyclical fashion. You didn't see this 

coming? Seriously! Let's plan for the next one and not act like a teenager who can't manage 

their allowance.   Diversify! 

dont know 

Don't know in this poor economic climate 
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Don't know that we have to celebrate every thing we do but lets get people working. It is good 

for them and the economy. 

Don't know. 

Due to the current economic I am very biased to make an impartial comment 

Due to the recession not really much to celebrate right now 

Economic diversification and entrepreneurship. 

Educated and diverse community.  Need to draw on this strength. 

Educated population 

EI duration was extended, and many people have grown extremely resilient to survive in the 

difficult economic situation in the city currently. 

ensure that our labour force can meet new challenges and we are well trained - 

Enthusiasm '  'What do you mean I can't do it !?' Energetic 

Entrepreneurial spirit and encouragement of such. 

entrepreneurial spirit of Calgarians to find new small business opportunities 

Entrepreneurial spirit of the city with Western (Prairie) values and work ethic. Highly educated 

and young ambitious work force. 

Entrepreneurial spirit, resiliency, willingness to start own businesses when employment can't 

be found. Good climate for consultancy work and flexible work options (working from 

home, short term contracts, etc.) 

Entrepreneurs continue to succeed despite the various levels of government. 

Entrepreneurs. As they made this City and Procince the success it is. Not The Politcians! 

Entrepreneurship - leadership in business (like Business in Calgary's annual Leaders program). 

Even in hard times people help people...which unfortunately does not translate into jobs 

Even in hard times, there is still opportunity in Calgary. 

Even though we are in the midst of one of the worst economic depressions in the past few 

decades, we know that we will bounce back bigger than ever if trends hold. Calgary seems 

to always be on a bit of a roller-coaster when it comes to work and the economy, but we 

always weather it. 

even through the recession there has been a lot of employment opportunities 
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Even with the downturn in the economy, Calgary still has employment opportunities in 

different fields. 

Even with the economic oil & gas slump, other sectors are still doing ok and the diversity has 

increased since the last oil slump. Our unemployed rate is higher that it's been in 30 years 

but at 8+ percent seems manageable. 

Everything 

Excellent salaries 

fair amount of opportunities 

fairly entrepreneurial 

Fire useless city employees 

Flexibility in work options (telecommuting, flexible schedules) allowing families to incorporate 

different schedules to accommodate family responsibilities 

For the most part employers seem to be inclusive 

For the most part, we have a strong workforce. 

forget diversification - focus on expansion.  diversification means doing what is second best - 

expansion means looking for innovation in what we already do well. 

Forward thinking and innovative workforce 

Funding for the non-profit sector to serve vulnerable Calgarians 

Generally one of the lowest unemployment rates and highest salaries in Canada. 

Generally we encourage entrepreneurship in the city, but it has gotten much harder with the 

increased taxes. 

Generally, there are jobs available even though they may not be quite what someone is looking 

for.  We do have a diverse economy, however, still relies too much on the oilsands. 

ghjfhmyfhmghnyuokjerutyiolkjhgfdghjkm,nv 

Give support to the newcomers to get jobs easily and quickly. 

Good attitude! 

good community support for those out of work 

good example now- of how our economy needs diversification. Lots of folks in the Oil Industry 

but all to skilled now they think to retrain to... 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 475 

Good perks 

Good place to make money when times are good; Canada's economic engine for a long time. 

Good wages that make living in Calgary affordable vs other large Canadian cities (i.e. 

Vancouver, Toronto, and Montreal). Work ethic and entrepreneurial spirit of the West. Get 

it done attitude. 

Government should reduce taxes immediately and allow business to solve employment issues. 

Great diversity 

Great entrepreneurial attitude. 

great entrepreneurial spirit 

Great workforce base, highly educated and willing to work. 

greater job opportunities and better economy 

Growing population 

Growth of a local economy and local services, particularly food production and other small 

businesses 

Hard at the moment given how many people are out of work. 

Hard to celebrate in thus economic environment 

Hard to say much positive under the current circumstances. Diversify. Put the many good brains 

in Calgary to come up with creative diversity approaches. 

has good economy most of the time 

Having many leading companies in our community raises the bar for other companies and is 

good for employees. 

Help make Calgary a "can do" city that supports the growth of small businesses and helps 

pollinate further growth opportunities.  Calgary, however, can be tagged as a "can't do" city 

on occasion when different departments and bureaucracies act in silos instead of 

collaborative manners. 

High concentration of professionals allows for further diversification of economy 

High level is skilled labour 

High levels of pay 
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High percentage of jobs for professionals and white collar employees.   Above average salaries 

in clean, safe industries. 

High salaries and the work/life balance. 

Higher minimum wage. 

Higher pay and less time commuting 

Highly educated, active jobs creating opportunities. Smart people should create things, not just 

move money from one pocket to the other. 

Highly skilled workforce 

Hmmmm not much- they are fucking local businesses 

Huge need for diversification 

I always thought a good attraction would be "no tax on the first year of operations for new 

private projects". 

I have a great job in this great city! 

I have been able to retire with a livable income and all of my family are employed so I am not 

personally as aware of a crisis that I hear about. 

I hear a lot about tough times in Calgary. Luckily I feel that I am not personally affected. We 

should celebrate that we have a great not for profit base that is creating significant change 

and could potentially see a lot more assets from the business community. 

I know there are many quality opportunities in Calgary for jobs, like in our library system or with 

Westjet (I am in no way affiliated with them, I have just visited their campus for a Stampede 

celebration with a friend and met very nice, positive employees). By improving support for 

entrepreneurs and small business, we can continue to offer unique positions, which will 

diversify our economic base. Examples of local and innovating companies include 

MammothVR (again, no affiliation, I just watched their video with the Flames) and Village 

Ice Cream. 

I like the choice "Continue to diversify..." written in as if it has already been started.  

Manufacturing oilfield stuff is NOT diversifying. 

I struggled with my answer because I also think improving supports for entrepreneurs and small 

business would help in diversifying our economy.  Calgary is known to be entrepreneurial 
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and so encouraging that creativity of thought and the financial support to make it happen or 

critical. 

I think entrepreneurs have a lot of opportunities and growth - I love seeing independent 

breweries and ice cream shops and non-chain stores in Calgary, which we have a lot of. 

I think that this downturn in oil and gas industry is a critical opportunity in the future of our city 

to diversity our opportunities and not be at such high risk of boom-and-bust cycles. I'm not 

enough of an economist to know the answers on how to approach this in a sustainable way 

that creates more equality (we have far too much income inequality in this city, the O&G 

industry salaries are a pervasive bubble that needs to break). 

I think that we will suffer massive brain drain with loss of jobs in energy sector.  Someone 

should be presenting this opportunity to a non-resource based employer and getting them 

to locate with tax incentives etc. 

I think the move to a living minimum wage is important - People need to be able to live (and 

have a good life) without taking lots of expensive secondary training. In the long run, it 

should drop the amount of EI, social assistance, sliding scale, rent subsidy stuff etc that we 

do now.  I do believe that seniors should not get a better deal because of their age - there 

are a lot of RICH seniors in Calgary.  Make it an economic issue, not an age issue. 

If people feel secure in employment and have benefits and other incentives, they are more 

likely to remain in the workforce. 

if there is no jobless 

If you are in Oil & Gas field, this is the best place in the world 80% of the time. 

I'm not informed enough to contribute to this. 

In spite of the downturn in the economy, Calgary's job market remains as robust as it is. 

in spite of the price of Oil, the vast majority of Calgarians are employed.  Given that we are a 

'one horse town', that being oil, this is awesome. 

In this downturn we are all looking to diversify. This should be celebrated!!! Not only that, but 

this kind of endeavour should be encouraged now, and continued to be supported when 

economic times shift to the better. 

In this recession nothing to celebrate. 
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In this recession we need more training opportunities. More supports for Canadians born in 

Canada and less supports for Immigrants. We need to look after the people already here. 

In this specific economic time, Calgary still remains diligent in providing "work" and 

employment development. 

Increased efforts to diversify our economic base. 

Increased number of volunteers during the downturn 

increasing diversity to our businesses 

Increasing economic diversity 

Individuals taking the opportunity the down turn provides to move away from their traditional 

job and try a business idea or career move they have always thought about but never tried. 

Inner city diversification 

Innovation 

innovation and the community values supporting local businesses 

It has a reasonable free market .Provincial/city subsidizing should be eliminated 

It has been a difficult year for many Calgarians due to the economic downturn. I believe that 

Calgary has a strong diversity in employment, in spite of the belief that the city is primarily 

built around oil and gas. 

It has been fairly easy to get good jobs here if you are education (this downturn is an 

exception.) 

It is a young, well educated, and dynamic workforce. 

It is always predictable and will come back 

It is extremely hard for students to find a first job due to the lack of opportunities available. 

It is more diverse than we are lead to believe. 

It is not up to city officials to diversify our economic base.  It is councils place to implement 

incentives for entrepreneurs and small business to create and grow business here in 

Calgary.  City officials need to focus on lowering taxes. 

It is very good, we're lucky. 

It works well when we get support from the rest of the country like allowing pipelines. 

It's difficult times I can't think of something to celebrate. 
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It's great when the energy industry does well...not so great when it doesn't.....and all our 

diversity has just been window dressing industry categories and embellishing diversity.  CED 

doesn't really understand it. 

It's hard when the world economy has low oil prices, so now is the time to get the arts working, 

get film happening, invest in alternate energies and the servicing of those energies. 

I've lived in a half-dozen major metropolises, Calgary is a real hotbed of innovation and 

entrepreneurship - and I work in the non-profit sector! 

Jib creation has been Marvellous 

Keep the Alberta Advantage alive. We need to incentivize as we go through this time of 

recession. 

Labor Day 

Large number of well paying jobs available for educated professionals,  but subject to boom and 

bust 

Last two years 40 % of my friends lost their jobs, 20% moved out of Calgary, 10% moved out of 

Canada 

Let those who want to work....work 

Limited job opportunities for new employees/graduates 

Lolol 

Lots of innovations 

Lots of opportunity to start and grow a career. 

lots of re educational opportunities 

Lots of talent, just no where for people to use their skills 

Many forward looking employers 

many have stable and good paying jobs 

many people do well 

MERITOCRACY: Diversity and openness. The best and brightest come to this city because of it's 

people. 

minimum wage should be higher 

More diversification than in past economic downturns. 
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most calgarians have a great creativity and work ethic but we need to see more support for 

small business and start up companies to help diversify our economy. 

Most of the above priorities are not ones which the City of Calgary can influence. 

Most of the jobs that are available are such low paying jobs it is hard to manage a home and 

family with. Raising the minimum wage is the best way to attract people to jobs. Also once a 

person is not employed they look for reasons why they left there job. Training is not 

something that is easy for some. Some times a hands on approach is the best thing for 

them. But employers do not take experience into the job as well, they just want a educated 

person. Experience works better for they do not need to be trained and no how to mange 

there jobs saving money for the company. 

Most people can still find jobs if they really want to work 

NA 

Need to use the downturn to focus on diversification and building for the next energy economy; 

this is awake up call ... how many more cycles do we need to undergo in order to address an 

overreliance on oil & gas commodities. 

New legislation making it easier for small business owners and entrepreneurs to establish 

themselves 

no celebration 

No comment 

No comments 

No comments. 

Not a lot.  Except that it looks much worse than it really is.  The media has not been our friend 

on all of this. 

Not a thing.   The city and province have paid professionals do conduct forecasting and yet we 

are still talking about diversify of economic base.  What will it take for real action??? 

not just an oil company city 

Not just an oil head office city 

Not much at the moment. 

Not much at the moment. 
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Not much right now 

Not much right now, the city is bleeding talent and young people who cannot find work, or, if 

they do, cannot support themselves on the wages they are making. Downtown is becoming 

a ghost town and the benefit of an oil and gas based economy has shown its downside to us 

once again.  I suppose the closest we can come to a celebration is the fact that Tim Horton's 

and Wal-Mart are still hiring. 

Not much right now. 

Not much these days 

Not much to celebrate - the economic disaster is continuing. 

Not much to celebrate with the downturn - maybe the new normal? - in oil and gas 

Not much! 

Not much.  City taxes for small businesses is a disincentive. 

Not much. Taxes are too high. 

not sure 

Not sure 

Not too many jobs open in the arts community. High price of renting a business space makes it 

difficult for business owners to set up in Calgary. 

Not too much right now. 

Nothing 

nothing 

Nothing 

Nothing 

Nothing as it has gone downhill fast and continues to - way too many City of Calgary employees 

doing things that should be done by the private sector. 

Nothing at the moment. It is hard times for many many people and others continues to gt O&G 

salaries and send like there is no tomorrow. 

Nothing celebrate with among the highest costs to employers including an artificial high 

minimum wage. 

Nothing in these economical times. 
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Nothing much, you need to raise minimum wage and protect workers hours 

nothing really we have lost so many jobs the NDP has destroyed our oil based economy forever 

Nothing right now, too many people out of work, and the city is just supporting city workers 

Nothing right now.  Too many unemployed not enough jobs 

Nothing this year! 

Nothing to celebrate 

Nothing to celebrate - things are dismal and layoffs are continuing. 

Nothing to celebrate these days when so many people have lost jobs and no new jobs to take 

their place. 

Nothing to celebrate. 

Nothing yet. Province and the city is still running on a single point of failure - Energy sector. 

Beyond that, nothing else.   There's a saying that "People only come to Alberta to work" 

reflects the lack of lifestyle and culture in this city in general.  Talks about diversification for 

the past decade has led nowhere. Competitive pay but not a very competitive workforce. 

Too much "buddy-buddy" hiring going on, thus squeezing new grades and  fresh skills 

and/or talent to more competitive provinces like BC and Ontario. 

Nothing, freeze the salaries of over paid city officials, more city jobs or PT city jobs doing park 

clean up or revitalization, it seems like some areas get much more attention than others 

nothing, one of the most expensive cities in Canada.  Becoming unafordable. 

Nothing, Stop supporting a boom and bust economy. Oil is out! 

nothing, this is a one trick pony. Made even worse by a spend and tax municipal, provincial and 

federal government. 

Nothing,Raise the minimum wage to live standards 

Nothing. 

Nothing. 

Nothing.  Economy is a disaster and there is a reluctance to acknowledge this.  One immediate 

action - send all the high priced American expats home.  Given the high number of 

unemployed people there is no need for this.  It's also disheartening how some firms in 

Calgary 'rely' on expatriate American leadership.  This needs to be stopped NOW. 
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Nothing.  Taxes on small businesses decreases oppotunities for everyone. 

Nothing. Calgary is now in a economic mess. 

Nothing. It's a cesspool of inequality from your parents' class, your gender, etc. 

Nothing. Unless you are in Oil & Gas, you are underpaid. And many employers continue to get 

away with paying people SHIT, while they rake in the coin.  The labour laws here lead much 

to be desired as well. 

Nothing. We are too reliant on one industry. Need to diversify. 

Nothing. We're in for a rough ride 

nothing. we're in for a rough ride with a very uncertain future 

Nothing. We're in for a rough ride. 

Nothing... we are increasing minimum wage without increasing everyone else's pay.... this is 

ludicrous! 

Number of "decision making" jobs based in Calgary 

Oil & gas industry. 

Oil and gas 

Oil and gas capital of Canada, airport growth for ease of getting out to world markets, 

traditionally very stable 

oil companies struggling to deal with lower prices  those companies which try to keep 

employees even if asking for a pay cut to keep everyone on 

One of the things I really like about Calgary is it's energy and hustle.  Job opportunities abound - 

even if I haven't even received replies from jobs (I'm nearly 60 years old).  Broadening our 

economic base beyond the oil patch will help increase the opportunities for all Calgarians. 

Opportunities for small business and sharing of best practices among competitors. 

Opportunities within technological and energy sectors 

Opportunity 

Opportunity to diversify. 

Opportunity to diversify. Dont fall for slight jump in oil prices. Continue diversification. 

Opportunity to succeed and grow for all who desire and are willing to work hard to achieve 

optimism 
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Optimism: Buildings are still being built regardless of the downturn and new businesses keep 

emerging. 

originality and diversification 

Other sectors other than petroleum based 

Our City is going through a VERY rough patch and I feel we all need to be aware of issues that 

are resulting as a consequence we all need to try and be adaptive, supportive and not 

become negative All of us need to be calm and keep trying to improve community lifestyle 

by volunteering our time to support all members of our city 

Our economic resilience compared to our relatively small population 

Our economy and work sustainability really needs improvement and I don't believe that there 

should be any celebrations going on when there are more homeless and more unemployed 

citizens every year!! Celebrate when there  are less homeless and vulnerable people. Stop 

spending millions of dollars on legacy monuments for ex Mayors, useless ornaments that do 

not enhance our environment or poverty in any way.  It really disheartens me when I see 

millions spent on a so called piece of art that no one cares about or benefits from when you 

walk in our core and see so many people that are lacking in homes, food, and basic needs!!! 

Our entrepreneurial spirit 

Our entrepreneurial spirit and our "we're all in it together" (can-do) attitude. 

Our entrepreneurial spirit.  Support of local businesses. 

Our entrepreneurial spirit. The willingness to connect and support each other in business. The 

growing focus on becoming an innovative business sector. 

Our Entrepreneurial spririt - if we recognize the potential that we do have in regards to 

diversifying the economy, we can do great things! 

Our inherent work ethic 

Our laws protect those who are employed with safe work conditions.  Our energy industry has 

been very generous to our community and it should be celebrated and supported. 

our positive attitude 
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Our reliance on oil and gas causes lasting harm to the residents of this city because of the 

constantly fluctuating prices. We need a diverse economy to prevent the mass layoffs we 

are currently experiencing. 

Our resiliency during tough times. 

Our staggering wealth in Calgary gives us enough slack and resources to think, learn and act on 

major global issues. We could become a major contributor to the fight against climate 

change, for instance, if we stepped up to the challenge. 

Our success as one of the world's major oil and gas hubs. 

Our well educated population 

People helping people in good and bad times 

People moved to Alberta for high wages and opportunities.  If opportunities dry up the 

population should and will move to areas where there are opportunities. 

People still see Calgary as a great place to work and live. 

People's backgrounds and diversity is our strenght 

Poor economy not the City's fault but they don't help either with the huge tax increases each 

year 

position diversity 

Positive and resilient energy 

Positive attitudes 

Recognizing small business innovations 

Reduce city costs to taxpayers. 

relatively high level of employment 

remains a great place to work with a very positive work ethic. 

Renewable energy projects are now a higher percentage of our economy than oil-based 

businesses. 

Resilience 

resilience 

Resilience! 

resiliency 
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Resiliency 

resiliency 

resiliency and cerativity 

resiliency during the downturn 

Resilient and skilled workforce 

Resilliance. 

Resourcefulness and strong work ethic of Calgarians. 

Right now I don't see anything to celebrate there are a lot of unemployed people in Calgary. 

The opportunities are few and far between.  It is hard for students to get anything, raising 

the minimum wage is only going to hurt the economy more. It is going to be harder for 

people to afford the necessities little alone go out to eat. Taxing people of Calgary is only 

going to make it so we cannot do the "other things, ie going to movies, out to eat, seeing 

Calgary attractions.  The only place that will flourish is the Wal-Marts because they offer low 

prices, the boutiques will suffer even more. 

SAIT an excellent school. The work of Momentum in trades training, with SAIT. 

Sait's work on solar energy 

Seriously need to diversify!  Fossil fuels may not run out in the near future, but they are crap for 

the environment. Invest in renewable energy in all aspects of the running of this city. 

Should increase  the salaries according to the rising in the cost of things . 

Show case the top employers.  Continue with the theme of a giving and caring community. 

since there needs to be much more diversity in the economy lets wait with the celebration. 

Small business and local sustainable economy! 

Small businesses that are still opening 

Solutions focused and collaborative mindset. 

Some people still employed and the trend of layoff should be stopped. 

Somehow, Calgary survives these devastating downturns. It seems a miracle every time. 

Something for everyone, unemployment is very low. 

sorry, nothing. 

Stampede! 
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Staying positive and still supporting charities. 

Still a growing city many entreprenuers 

Still a place with opportunity. 

Still some opportunities 

Strengthened programs for the unemployed and under-employed, with government response 

that is timely and adaptable. 

Strong arts sector. 

strong post-secondary education options 

Support of small business. 

Taxing to much on people who are not getting raises and pay cuts. 

That Calgarians have a "never give up" attitude 

That Calgary even though the low economic times are here is still growing. We are still having 

significant natural increase and reasonable net migration to the city which helps in 

maintaining the job work force and ultimately the economy. 

That Calgary has a can do attitude. 

That Calgary small businesses are still doing okay despite the collapse of oil prices. 

That despite the downturn there are still cranes in the sky. 

That entrepreneurship is valued both as a means of employment but also as a means of 

economic development. 

That even though we are experiencing a severe downturn like in the late eighties, there seems 

to be continuing investment in construction, new businesses etc. People are slowly starting 

to find work. 

That even when the hard times have come, we have worked our way out of it. We are not 

happy to wat for things to change; the business community in Calgary looks for ways to 

make it change. 

That it is strong. 

That Nenshi is completely pro business to the detriment of communities 

That people get up again after they fall. They don't give up. 

That some are still working.Our economy is weak, but we are recovering. 
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That teenagers have jobs if they work hard to get them 

That the Calgary economy in past boom/bust oil cycles has a history of being resilient. That 

workers in Calgary are entreprenerial and willing to change course or start small businesses 

when the oil economy slows down and lays off staff. 

That the majority are still working 

that this downturn has opened our eyes to the fact that the entire country needs to diversify 

our economy- we've so many untapped resources that aren't oil 

that we are more than just oil 

That we are now big enough that the downturn hasn't completely devastated the city. 

That we are steadily diversifying. 

That we are still fairly resilient.  Even with the downturn there is still opportunities out there in 

some areas - but this could be strengthened as we know this oil/gas sector downturn is 

cyclical - it will happen again. 

That we have a safe, interesting and vibrant music scene and we should celebrate our western 

heritage and support initiatives that provide employment in these areas. 

That we have a young and dynamic spirit in this city that encourages diversity. 

That we have an opportunity to diversify 

That we have our western heritage to draw on and a vibrant music scene and we should 

continue to support any connected initiatives that provide employment in these areas and 

the Arts in general. 

that we have social agencies to help the people who can't get jobs. 

That we have the ability to concentrate work around C-Train hubs, expanding the demographic 

pool of applicants. 

That we offer a lot of job opportunities and that we support local businesses. 

That we're still alive!! 

That you barrel on without regard to reality. there is too much unemployment 

The " get up and go" spirit 

The ability to find work in this city - Depending on who you are and your background. 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 489 

The Alberta oil industry has not had support from the provincial government to make the 

Federal Government support them internationally. This means fair pricing as well as getting 

the product to the water for shipping to China. 

The Arts and Culture are strong workforces in the city. 

The arts is creating new opportunities - with the new film centre and the national music centre 

both opening this year, lots to celebrate and creating new job opportunities and 

diversification of our economy. 

The City of Calgary continues to provide employment opportunities during an economic 

downturn. 

The city's focus on maintaining and improving infrastructure helps to create local jobs. It also 

makes the city look modern and attractive. 

The diversity of our residents and the variety of skill sets they bring. 

The downturn is offering an opportunity for Calgary to reinvent its economy, away from relying 

too heavily on the energy sector. 

The economic climate in Calgary the past few months have been unfortunate for many of our 

citizens.  Prior to this time, there were jobs galore for the Calgary population and the 

economy was great. 

The economic downturn hit Calgary very hard, and compounded with other factors, it has been 

a tough few months here. However The City has bounced back with incredible resiliency. 

The economic downturn is a mixed blessing.  For some, it is devastating, and unfortunately is 

having an adverse impact on their lives.  On the other hand, with the downturn there has 

been an easing of costs which is beneficial to those who are in a position to take advantage 

of it.  There also seems to be some people who have not been in any way impacted by the 

changing economy. 

The economic downturn may be a reason to celebrate in that it has forced us, at least for the 

moment, to focus on other sectors outside of energy. We cannot continue to rely on this 

one sector to stimulate economic growth - I hope this is a reason to celebrate long term! 

The economy has hurt most people except the city council who have voted themselves 

automatic raises, shame on them 
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The economy has proven more resilient than expected, but there are too many measures 

hurting small employers. 

The economy seems to be sustaining itself despite the slump in oil prices. 

The economy was humming when oil prices were strong but we have discovered how 

vulnerable we are to the global commodity prices.  I think this downturn is having a terrible 

effect on the viability of many companies who will not survive and hence the emphasis 

needs to be on diversification. 

The economy?? We need a sales tax! 

The energy of Calgary.  Opportunities that do exist and the spirit of the community. 

The entrepeneurial spirit is so strong that despite opposition from all levels of government 

people are still willing to take the risk of starting and continuing business here. 

The entrepreneur and art sectors are increasing in presence and identity for the city 

The entrepreneurial attitude of the people that live here. 

The entrepreneurial spirit and work ethic of a highly educated work force 

The entrepreneurial spirit is alive and well in Calgary despite the downturn and an array of new 

taxes. So let's celebrate our people and our indefatigable spirit. 

The fact that despite the current economic downturn that there is still work & jobs available. 

The main issue those seeking employment face is that the salary & perks in other fields may 

not match what they may have been receiving from jobs in the O&G sector. 

The general spirit of Calgarians in a time of economic uncertainty 

the high wages enjoyed by 99% of Calgarians 

The impact that not for profits have on Alberta's sustainability and health and wellness. 

the increase in minimum wage 

The increased minimum wage will help low income Albertan's. 

The increasing diversity and broadening independence from oil. 

The incredible talents of people of all levels of age, education, & culture. 

The is greater resiliency in the face of recent economic downturns than many expected. 

The large presence of private business. 

The local and small businesses. 
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The low oil prices have made other sectors stronger, and small businesses are thriving. 

The many services provuded for unemployed 

The NDP is giving it a real shot 

The oil "boom" injected lots of cash into the local economy allowing high end options to 

become available.  Boat manufacturing (in a place that doesn't have many lakes), high end 

car dealerships, custom party planners.  The sky became the limit if you had lots of cash and 

wanted luxury experience and goods.  Now we need to diversify to provide exceptional 

customer service to average citizens. 

The oil and gas industry have created and encouraged an entrepreneurial spirit in Calgary 

the opportunities for entrepreneurs 

The opportunities that are available for entrepreneurs. 

The pay in Calgary tends to be quite good compared to other provinces for similar work. 

The pioneer spirit translates wonderfully to the immigrants and Canadians from across the 

country that move here.  We are all willing to come together to make this a great place to 

live. 

The potential for a very diverse knowledge and creativity based economy 

The real issue with these kinds of questions is that they don't state what you might do about 

anyone of them.  I think workforce attraction and retention is always an issue but I don't 

believe that it is the role of foundations to work on this.  It is the role of business groups. 

The recent downturn in the oil sector shows how far we have come in diversifying the 

economy.    More can be done, but if this ten years ago the damage of the slowdown would 

have had a much bigger impact than we are seeing. 

The recent enlightenment about single industry towns - flash and burn. 

The spirit, positivity and support for one another despite widespread layoffs and economic 

uncertainty 

The strength of many small businesses is a ray of light amidst the more apparent job losses in 

one large industry. I know of many local, independent businesses who are expanding right 

now. And, there's work around for those who are well-positioned. 

The support the un/under employed are receiving from various organizations... 
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the variety of work available and the independent spirit of the average worker 

there are a variety of jobs but artistic jobs like florists are important to as well as taking care of 

the natural suroundings,Parks landscaping 

There are a variety of jobs from different areas. There are many recession proof jobs. 

There are ample jobs available in the Calgary area.  Large numbers of unemployed are choices 

as workers are unwilling to take lower paying jobs. The City of Calgary is a very difficult city 

to line in if you earn below an upper-middle class wage. 

There are early signs that Calgarians are beginning to take climate change seriously 

There are job opportunities but no diversification at all... very sad. Why not give money to small 

companies that are doing well but do not have enough capital? Yes, pick winners and losers, 

that is how it works!!! 

There are jobs in Calgary but many are low paying and our public transit system makes it a 

challenge to get to many workplaces without a car, plus the cost of living makes it hard for 

low-income Calgarians to get by so I celebrate the slow but hopefully steady move toward a 

live-able minimum wage. 

There are jobs out there, you just have to be willing to work. People have been laid off in the oil 

industry but just look at all the construction!! 

there are jobs still available 

There are many innovators in Calgary, and we should continue to diversify. 

There are many jobs in many areas, but we have too many people who specialized in oil and are 

now caught without having other skills. 

There are many, many well paying jobs available in Calgary.  There are many well paying jobs in 

the service industries as well.  What it takes are healthy people who are willing and able to 

work hard to earn their way in society.  What we don't need is a knee jerk reaction to the 

employer's cry for more temporary foreign workers.  It has simply become a low wage 

policy for business when business does not have to deal with the social, financial, and 

cultural responses/results - many of which are negatives.  Those without skills and/or the 

will to work hard are going to find it difficult in Calgary.  There is no reason why these 

people should be subsidized simply so they can be in Calgary. 
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There are more businesses than oil and gas. Lot's of great things going on that people don't 

know about. 

There are so many people out of work. Who knows how long it will take the economy to come 

back. 

There are still a lot of jobs available 

there are still many opportunities even through the recession 

There is  active innovation in the "tech" sector but it needs to be expanded to other industries, 

not just oil/ resource . 

There is a lot more to the employment picture than just the energy industry. 

There is a lot of innovation and energy in our workforce, much of it has been directed into one 

specific industry. Time to open up alternative pathways for all of that wonderful creativity 

and industrious problem solving. 

There is a young educated workforce that we must retain through innovation and opprtunity 

There is always work in Calgary.  It may not be in your field, but there is work. 

There is an attitude that we can make new things happen. 

There is an awareness that we need to help others. 

There is an economy and work outside of the oil industry 

There is diversity in the community 

there is lots of work but those with work work too hard at the detriment of health community 

and leisure 

There is nothing to celebrate here.  The economy is poor and there are few good jobs.  Even 

worse there are no programs for Canadians who are older and need retraining. 

There is opportunity to focus attention on varying our industry now that companies aren't 

shorthanded to such significant lengths that the only prerequisite of employment was a 

pulse. Employers and individuals have the time available to diversify their clientele and skill 

sets. 

There is some diversity in our economic base 

There is some kind of job if you are willing to do something other than what you are educated 

for.  Step down a notch! 
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There is work available for those who want it. 

There is work for almost everyone.  The professionals must be innovative now. 

There isn't much to celebrate here at all - the economy is dismal!  I wish there was a section 

that outlined what we DON'T need - since there isn't, I'm putting things here:  - NO MORE 

expensive American expatriate professionals (engineers, managers, etc.) when there are 

MANY Calgarians begging for such jobs.  - ANY MORE LAYOFFS - this is a very short sighted 

behaviour by businesses in Calgary.  Work sharing and reducing hours are more beneficial 

to people, to the economy and for skills retention. 

There remains innovation and creativity in Calgary despite the downturn. Our lack of 

diversification in the economy has exacerbated the low oil prices, we have little resilience 

due to our over dependence on oil. If we could diversify we would be ok. 

There seems to be a move to more "start up," diversity, small beginnings, variety. 

There seems to be growing recognition that it is not JUST about oil and gas. 

There still seems to be a certain amount of optimism even though our traditional main 

economic driver, oil and gas, has taken a hit. Hopefully this means that there are other 

businesses that have become established in Calgary. 

There was a time when I would have said we should celebrate the availability of numerous jobs 

but this has changed a lot. Calgary and even Alberta as a whole depend too heavily on one 

single industry. The more we diversify the job market the more stability we will see when 

one specific industry takes a major downturn. 

There's a lot of good places for teens to find their first job and have a good experience 

There's lots of work! 

This city has actually done pretty well when it comes to the economy. There is really not much 

that can be done about jobs, except within "The City of Calgary" employment retention. The 

City has to start hiring people by skill and experience rather than immigrant status, etc. 

This city is diverse and even in the downturn there is opportunity and possibility to deepen, 

improve and create a more vast economy. 

this is a difficult question to answer as I believe our government needs to promote pipelines to 

get our resource out of the province and into Canadian markets. I personally know a 
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number of engineers and accountants who are cutting grass and I also worked for minimum 

wage. I was laid off from a very good wage. The provincial and federal governments are not 

for Alberta. The economy in Calgary and Alberta is bad. Nothing to celebrate. 

This year, that's a hard one.  But I think we should remember that what is 'hard times' for us is 

'situation normal' in other centres. 

Though Calgary's economic activity has certainly declined over the past two years, it is still far 

better than most areas of the world.  The low Canadian dollar is good for companies that 

export goods and services.  Calgary has many education and training opportunities for 

people needing/wanting to change career. 

To monitor the companies that explote workers, making rules not to be able to get well 

deserved raises or incentives. 

Too much dependence on oil & gas. When its good there's too much $ flying around and costs 

go up. When its bad there's too much dependence on social system to survive.  Cost of 

living is too much. Used to be able to get a job as the local high school janitor and own a 

home. Now entry level jobs aren't enough to make ends meet. 

Top entrepreneurial reputation and an educated work force. 

Unpaid internships are not embraced by employers. Possibly this has to do with legal 

constraints that can be modified. I recognize the need to prevent abuse of new hires, but to 

the point of employers refusing to consider the concept? 

Until recently, Calgary was a strong job generator, attracting workers from across the country. 

Use the downturn as an opportunity - smart people with good ideas to move away from a fossil 

fuel-based, single-source economy. 

very little right now 

Very little to celebrate these days. Unless the government does something quick about 

diversifying our economy, we will lose our talent pool to other provinces. 

very little.  we have a resource based economy and the price for our resources is so low that we 

can't support the costs to produce.  diversification of our economy is a good idea, but it will 

take 20 years to transition to an economy that does not depend on Natural resources so be 
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careful how much weight you put on diversification getting us out of our rut in the next 3- 5 

years 

Very low unemployment and reasonably paying and personally meaningful jobs. 

Very resilient 

Very unpredictable economy 

Volunteer networking groups for people looking for work such as at the Central Library and 

Kerby Centre. 

We are a city with incredible opportunities and our unemployment rate is low.  Being so tied to 

the oil and gas sector is a worry and investing in diversifying the economy is urgent.   

Though I didn't choose "other", the low wages in many sectors is shameful and needs to be 

addressed. 

We are a resilient city and will come through this with a better understanding and knowledge of 

how to weather the storms! 

We are already much more diverse than most people realize. 

we are becoming a more diversified economy. 

We are becoming less and less reliant on the oil industry which will be very important as we 

move to other forms of energy. 

We are fortunate in having many highly skilled and hard-working people in the city who had the 

ability to adapt to many of the rapid changes in the economy. It is hard for many but many 

have overcome difficulties. 

We are getting better at diversifying our economy but we've relied on oil & gas for too long and 

once again it's come back to burn us. 

We are getting more diverse in terms of work force and I believe that the "boys' club" in many 

industries is slowly changing. 

We are in a very significant down turn, but people are still trying and doing everything they can 

to make Calgary a great place to be.  Small business, big business, and anywhere in 

between, community is still a priority 

we are in better shape than many commnities 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 497 

we are in the midst of an economic downturn that is going to last for some time probably for at 

least two years and maybe more. So anything the city can do to assist with economic 

development  will be most helpful 

We are in tough times but there is much going on here. Need to build up quality work places 

other than the oil industry. Thankful to have a job, just wish it was more than part-time. 

We are living in the harvest of a monoeconomy that planted all our seeds in a single bed and 

then hoped for rain. 

We are not a one-industry town, and the quality of life trumps job availability. 

We are not just an oil town and the current low oil price is actually teaching some people that. 

High cashflow lifestyle is an easy existance but perhaps reflection on our values in a time of 

lower cashflow is providing good retrospection and revitalized good directions. 

We are not just oil and gas! We need to find more ways to get the word out about the other 

businesses that thrive in Calgary. 

We are primarily and oil and gas city:  no matter how much some people don't want to admit 

this.  Yes there are issues with climate change, but let's be serious about how much Canada 

contributes.  Calgary is a vibrant city that has, in the past, attracted head offices.  We need 

to continue this trend. 

We are resilient and innovative! 

We are resilient and open to diversifying our economic base. 

We are resilient! 

We are resilient. 

We are resilient. 

We are self-starters, but we've let people who do not have access to EI or to severance slip 

through the cracks.  Hundreds of people who worked as contract employees are 

unemployed, and they are having a very hard time right now.  This is not a time for 

celebration. 

we are supportive of trying to diversify and everyone is trying to help those impacted by the 

effects of the downturn in oil and gas - we think creatively and people seem open to trying 
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new things both in terms of promoting work that is available and trying different work than 

they have done in the past 

We are talented bunch who work hard and believe in the value of hard work and effort. 

We aren't bankrupt 

We can always bounce back 

We do have other industries here - we are not just oil and gas. Need to promote that to 

continue attracting diverse businesses and industries. 

We employ many people and usually have a low unemployment rate 

We have a decent variety of work opportunities, and with the amount of construction, there 

are good trades here too. 

We have a great advocate in our Mayor. 

We have a great variety of professions and a highly educated workforce 

We have a lot of entrepreneurs with unique and interesting small businesses! 

We have a lot of great young people, lots of them from other cities, we're moving in the right 

direction! 

We have a lot of talent and gifts among our residents that can contribute a lot to our economy. 

We have a relatively young well educated workforce 

We have a well educated, hard working workforce 

We have an amazing proffesional base that has helped create ingenuity. 

We have attracted various businesses to Calgary over the past few years, providing work for 

many individuals, however more recently with the closure and downsizing of various high 

profile companies, may Calgarians are struggling just to make "ends meet". 

We have been able to maintain a relatively high standard of work (even with a slumping 

economy) 

We have begun to diversify, but we still have a long ways to go. 

We have created a great city to work in 

WE have diversified over time 
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We have diversity in skill sets and have the potential to expand our focus from oil and gas to 

other industries.  Calgary is set up well to attract new businesses and grow into other areas 

to ensure people are employed. 

We have done a great job or attracting workers in the past. 

We have enjoyed many riches and successes for even those with marginal skills in times of the 

boom, which greatly improved lives through increased household income.  However, this 

recent turn of events in the economy is really unpreventable.  Have to hang in there. So, I 

would celebrate our past successes and the incredible amount of entrepreneurs we have 

out there... 

we have little to celebrate we have lost more jobs now than the last 40 years 

We have lived in a time of amazing job opportunities for skilled workers.  Sometimes we like to 

pat ourselves on the back for building this, but as our current economic situation has 

clarified, it is quite volatile - the second the oil price slumps the layoff notices start and it 

trickles down through the whole economy. 

We have multiple higher educational institutions and businesses are working with them to 

ensure the work force is well trained and equipped to support industry which intern 

supports the local economy. 

we have not been hit as hard as many areas 

We have one of the most thriving local economies in the world.  It is resilient, and always finds 

ways to come out on top.  Calgary has that spirit of initiative, and it always seems to find a 

way.  It punches above its weight globally, and is an international meeting place and global 

energy centre.  Our small businesses are key.  Our secret weapon, though, is the way that 

the community, business, non-profits, and government collaborate to achieve success.  

That's truly our ace up our sleeve - cooperation.  People in this city care, and they care 

about each other.  This was fully exemplified when Calgary pulled together in an unlikely 

way and hosted the 1988 Winter Olympic Games, staffed mostly by local volunteers, and 

then the Flames won the Stanley Cup the year after.  There was a community spirit that was 

burning bright, revealed fully for all to see at that time.  In 1988, Calgary was at its zenith, 

because people worked together. 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 500 

We have opportunity available! 

We have pretty awesome nurses 

we have provided high paying jobs to a small sector of the community - we need more jobs for 

lower and middle income earners.  We need meaningful jobs for Calgarians and only 

meaningful jobs  Celebrate that 92% of Calgaryians are working 

We have survived during this time of struggle and loss, and that is to be commended. 

We have the most productive workforce in Canda; also the youngest and the best educated. 

We just need to create more opportunities to ensure we retain them., 

We have the potential for a high number of high paying careers. 

We have young and very educated population so we have to diversify our economy so we can 

retain these young professionals and their families with the current low oil and gas prices. 

we lost more jobs than anywhere else in the country  so I'm not sure 

We must continue to diversify the economy of not only Calgary but all of Alberta. 

We need more efficient politics at all 2 levels. 

We need to celebrate our bright, young, well-educated work force - more prevalent before this 

economic downturn.  Unfortunately, many of them are now unemployed and leaving this 

city for Edmonton, which seems to have created many government jobs, or are leaving the 

province entirely. 

We need to celebrate our tech sector (outside of the energy tech sector) more.  There is an 

amazing group of bio-tech/medical tech and social tech businesses that have emerged that 

should be highlighted as opportunities to invest and bring other types of tech biz to Calgary. 

We need to celebrate the resiliency of Calgarians.  Despite the current challenges Calgarians are 

looking for ways to deal with their issues and be ready to move forward when the time is 

right. 

We need to continue to build on our diversity outside of the energy sector. 

We need to continue to recognize the importance of the private sector in job creation.    We 

have an entrepreneurial and can do spirit that should be fostered and celebrated.    

Government cannot be and should not be a job creator. 
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We need to get the gas and oil sector back up and running so there are jobs again for people.  

also need to diversifty our economic base and stop discrimination against people who were 

born in Canada.  My grandchildren could not get jobs in NE Calgary because they were not 

immigrants but native Calgarians.  They had to go to other areas of the city to get jobs.  

Employers only get grants for hiring immigrants. 

We need to get this oil thing under control because too many people are loosing their jobs in 

calgary, people who need jobs!! 

We should celebrate all the new small businesses popping up. 

We should celebrate Calgary's entrepreneurial spirit. Small businesses provide a much needed 

boost to the economy, and, lend valuable potential for growth which may diversify the work 

environment of Calgary. This entrepreneurial spirit applies to the research and development 

communities valuable contributions to the Calgary economy, also. 

We should celebrate our highly educated & talented work force. 

We should celebrate our oil heritage and our attraction to all big corporations that attract jobs. 

We should celebrate the entrepreneurial spirit that Calgary has had and continues to have.  

There are a number of new ideas and initiatives that are sprouting up since the economic 

downtown. 

We should celebrate the fact that Calgary now has three major post-secondary educational 

institutions (University of Calgary, Mount Royal University, SAIT) that deserve our support, 

and the associated fact that Calgary's economy is diversifying with high tech companies -- 

not quite yet on the scale of Silicon Valley in the US or Waterloo in Canada, but respectable 

nonetheless. As one example, UofC now has not only a respected medical school, but also 

one of the few veterinary schools in Canada. 

We should celebrate the fact that our economic base has become much more diversified in the 

past 30 years. 

We should celebrate the good times when oil/gas prices are high and thus employees are paid 

fairly well. Beyond that, there isn't much to celebrate.  Calgary has most of its economic 

fortune attached to oil/gas. That means that our economic opportunities rely primarily on 

one industry. I've asked others what our second largest industry is and generally nobody 
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can name anything outside of fossil fuels.   Tourism might be the other key industry for 

Alberta. However, it doesn't employ many people relative to the population and many of 

those jobs are low skill and low pay.   Does Calgary do any of these really well?  

Manufacturing - No Banking/Finance/Insurance - No Technology - No Textile - No R&D - 

Maybe (Oncology, Pediatrics etc....), but the number of jobs in this sector is small and 

requires a lot of specialized skills Import/Export - No Distribution - Maybe  In summary, 

Calgary is not a leader or competitive in industries outside of fossil fuels. 

we still have a fairly decent standard of living for some but we are failing miserably when it 

comes to the marginalized and our at risk populations. 

We take a hit but we maintain our positive optimistic perspective We live in a fantastic city it 

will get better - been here before 

We took a hit but this is still the best place for work (long term). 

well educated work force 

Well-paying jobs have brought valuable resources to the city, both in terms of economically as 

well as really smart, diverse people who contribute to the community in many ways. 

We're in a downturn and doing all we can to turn things around. I think the younger generation 

will be big driver of this. They respect oil and gas but are tired of boom-and-bust and the 

energy sector's poor environmental track record. They're willing to forego higher paying 

careers for companies that truly make a difference in the world, and Calgary can be a place 

to do just that if we are honest with where we want to go. 

We're not letting the recession set our agenda. 

We're still standing 

We've been wealthy for so long. Now it's time to diversify. 

We've had the luxury of a strong economy for many years but need to diversify so we have less 

reliance on oil and gas. 

What is there to celebrate. So many out of work. So many moving away. No sign of things 

getting any better. 

What we should celebrate about the Calgary economy is that there are many positions 

available for employment. While lately this was made into a moot point with a lot of job 
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seekers being forced to flood the market, it is great to see that the economy is moving back 

to Calgary's functioning normal. 

When I moved to Calgary 10 years ago the only thing that was talked about was the oil and gas 

business. I have seen a slow shift to diversifying the economic. We need to concentrate 

more on this shift. 

When it comes to work and the economy, we would like to get more money. 

When oil prices are good this is a very good place for people who have the skill sets, but there is 

still concern about vulnerable populations, those who fall below the working poor threshold 

of $17.50/hr. 

When the economy is great, this is a great place to work. 

When the unemployed figures drop, and when those who are employed full-time earn enough 

money to cover the basics: housing, food, clothing. 

When there's no recession, it's usually easy to find a job. 

When times are good there is a lot of opportunity 

When you know, let me know. 

While significant layoffs have occurred, the overall unemployment rate is not terrible hovering 

about 10%  Suggesting meaningful vitality within the overall economic diversity in Calgary.    

Definitely starting to hear the stories about impacts of cumulative tax increases across all 

government impacting business, again relative to other cities and provinces, I believe are 

tax burden remains better than most. 

While we are in difficult times and in a difficult economy, Calgary still has jobs and the business 

community keeps on going.  I think the entrepreneurs and small business orders keep 

Calgary going in the face of massive big companies shutting down. 

with the down turn in the oil market it is difficult to say what we would like to celebrate. The 

economy has surely supported Calgary move to be a vibrant city with a great deal to offer 

families moving here. ie schools, parks, public art, public gathering places - the city has done 

a good job 

work ethic and entrepreneurial spirit 

Work life balance 
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Working towards being more diversified. 

Young and entrepreneurial workforce 

the entrepreneurial spirit -focus on building a stronger local economy and support of small 

business -encourage social innovation in an economic model so that business in Calgary also 

create positive impact in the community. 

not much right now.  I work With immigrants who are well qualified but struggling to meet 

needs.  I wish AB was faster in getting on board With diversification.  We are so behind in 

renewable energies.  Its hard to go back to get more training when the jobs are just not in 

AB. 
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Getting Around 

 

Which of the following do you believe is the top priority for improving Calgary when 

it comes to getting around? OPTIONS: Expand the LRT and bus systems, reduce reliance 

on cars, improve walkability, improve affordability of public transit and cycling 

infrastructure. 

 

A better functioning road system. You will never replace vehicles 

Accessibility 

Accessibility for those using mobility aides 

Address traffic congestion issues on roads like Crowchild and improve parking options 

downtown. If you want people to use the train more there needs to be more parking at 

train stations. 

Address traffic issues 

affordable parking in the core, some people such as older Calgarians or PWD cannot walk, cycle 

or take transit 

all above - promote and develop mode choice - 

all five above. LRT is the key - new communities are to faraway. 

all forms of transit need to be prioritised together as a single unit 

all of above 

all of the above 

all of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

all of the above 

ALL OF THE ABOVE 

All of the above 

All of the above but especially affordability 

All of the above! 
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all of the above?! 

All the traffic calming and extended sidewalks are a waste of money- 

Alleviate bottlenecks for automobiles, fix potholes, enforce bicycle laws. 

Allow Uber 

Better and more roads 

Better integration of systems and quality transit.  Currently in Vienna - tram system is amazing.  

Low floor trams are great.  Quiet, efficient. 

Better motorist infrastrucuter 

Better road system, fewer lights better connections 

Better roads and intersections. 

Better roads and more of them and quit taking them away. 

better roads and WHY isn't this a line item? 

Better scheduling of maintenance/construction - WHO?  Thought it was a good idea to repair 

the Ivor Strong Bridge WHILE 162 Ave bridge was being built?  That combination completely 

gridlocks access to and egress from the SE corner of the city. 

Better snow removal. 

Better traffic flow 

build roads, roads and more roads.  Finish Stoney Trail and make it possible to go around the 

city without going through it. 

Calgary builds infrastructure after the demands skyrockets instead of proactively. 

Calgary needs a subway/metro system, not a continuation of the LRT system that runs on a bus 

schedule and continues to snarl up vehicle traffic. 

Calgary was built around the automobile, and that is not likely to change because of our sprawl. 

A large percentage of the population drives, so instead of making it harder to get around via 

the automobile, they should be trying to make it easier. The level of frustration felt by 

drivers is only increasing, which affects quality of life. 

Cars rule 

Charge more to residences outside of the city whom use our public transit system and 

parkcades at the end of LRT stations. 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 507 

common sense planning of road construction. Consider the impact. 

Complete the west by pass. 

Create more efficient bus routes and add busses.  It can take all day to get somewhere if you 

need to take up to or 4 busses. 

Cut back on all of the above and improve the roadways. 

Deerfoot 

Deerfoot is a mess, need more lanes to get RUSH HOUR traffic through. Long waits, crawling 

along. Horrible. 

deerfoot trail 

diversity - there is no one answer 

Don't build an lrt on centre street. Dumbest thing I've ever heard of 

Easier getting around for strollers, wheelchairs, disabled & elderly! 

End the transportation gridlock! 

ensure traffic signal synchronization.  Identify and improve bottleneck areas on roadways. 

Everything seems fine 

Expand existing roads like Crowchild and Deerfoot. 

Expand LRT and reduce reliance on cars. 

Expand LRT, NOT the bus system 

Expand roadway systems to meet the demand of the population, not a population from 1970. 

f r i e n d l y 

Facilitate better traffic flow for cars. 

Finish the ring road, including the southwest leg and south from Stoney Trail in the northwest. 

Fix the bottleneck roads, like Crowchild 

Fix the traffic congestion in SE Calgary 

Fix the traffic lights so that traffic moves better.  This reduces idling, will improve traffic flow, 

thereby reducing road rage and traffic accidents. 

Focus on improvements in the #1 method Calgarians use to get around - the private 

automobile. Synchronized traffic lights, HOV lanes etc. Stop the "war on cars" 

focus on vehicles for a change 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 508 

Get major construction handled overnight rather than during the day! 

get rid of those bike lanes that impede traffic flow 

Get the government out of the way. Let the market sort out transportation. 

Hard question to answer.  Suffice to say that the management of all transportation leaves much 

to be desired. There is too much emphasis on appeasing vocal minorities at the expense of 

the greater public good. 

Help create more community.  We have pulled resources to one "mega mall" or "leisure space" 

but you have to get there by car as all those resources have been removed from 

community. 

I am quite content with our transportation system. I use it 2-4 times a month 

If the City provided adequate parking for LRT and Busing (build parkades vertically to manage 

need).  Having to bus/lrt for 2 hours is prohibitive. 

improve affordability of parking 

Improve affordability of transit and offer better (faster & more direct) service in yhe far suburbs 

Improve all areas - public transportation and biking are not options for everyone - those who 

need or choose to use their personal vehicles should also have improvements made 

Improve all infrastructure - roads, cycling, pedestrian 

Improve all modes of transportation simulataneously so that we are not choosing one mode 

over another. 

Improve and expand road system. 

Improve automobile infrastructure 

Improve bike pathways - build a pathway from westhills to north Glenmore park 

Improve bus frequency and routes that connect to the LRT 

Improve bus timing and school bell times in the suburbs. For families whose children start 

school at 8:55 AM, it is difficult for working parents to start work in the core at 9AM. 

Improve capacity of major arteries in the city as the population grows.  Some intersections are 

antiquated and some major roads have too many pinch points and traffic lights. 

Improve car routes 

Improve commute on Deerfoot 
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IMPROVE DEERFOOT TRAIL 

improve developer permits to include a requirements to support transit infrastructure - new 

communities are the source of gridlock. 

Improve driving conditions 

Improve ease of driving personal vehicles. 

Improve existing roads and infrastructure to maximize traffic flow 

Improve existing roadways 

improve flow of traffic with synchronised lights 

improve infrastructure for cars 

Improve major roadways for vehicles. 

improve road infrastructure 

improve road infrastructure 

Improve road infrastructure! Too much money is being spent already trying to force people to 

use transit. Transit is fine if you work in the downtown core but in reality a much higher 

percentage of the population do not work downtown. Regardless of future innovator to 

improve fuel economy and reduce emissions automobile/truck use will be here for a very 

long time. 

Improve road networks 

improve road systems 

Improve road systems and parking availability 

Improve road systems to move vehicles more efficiently 

Improve roads 

Improve Roads 

Improve roads 

Improve roads 

improve roads 

Improve roads for cars 

Improve roads. 

Improve roads. 
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improve roadways 

Improve roadways 

Improve safety and transit times.  Buses take too long in winter and the LRT is filled with drunks 

and shady characters.  Feel much safer on the TTC and Toronto is a huge city. 

Improve smart transportation design, signal coordination, detours, etc. 

improve speed of transportation using city transit 

improve the affordability of parking 

Improve the car traffic flow 

improve the Deerfoot Tr 

Improve the integration of all forms of transportation including cars, public transit, walking and 

bicycles.  Too much focus on any one form results in conflicts. 

improve the main road arteries 

Improve the network of major roads 

Improve the roads, bigger, more lanes make less traffic 

Improve the roadways and stop wasting money on these stupid bike lanes. We have a very 

short biking season and all these lanes do is congest our roads even more than they already 

are. 12th ave is dangerous now as the lanes abruptly turn into parked cars. 

Improve the sleeziness factor in many north east LRT stations especially after dark. 

improve timing of traffic lights, remove un-necessary lights, turn them on flash when not at 

peak times and stop taking away traffic lanes to "calm" traffic. Take out all the closed 

streets along 16th ave NW. too bad for those people who don't want traffic on their street. 

improve timing of traffic lights, stop removing lanes for traffic "calming", open all the roads that 

were closed along 16th ave N and START INFORCEING TRAFFIC LAWS LIKE NOT BLOCKING 

INTERSECTIONS!! 

Improve traffic flow 

Improve traffic flow 

Improve traffic flow 

improve traffic flow for motor vehicles 

Improve traffic flow for vehicles and stop catering to cyclists. 
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improve traffic flow, add more lanes. 

Improve traffic flow. 

Improve traffic signals to reduce congestion. 

Improve vehicular flow. This looks like a push poll. 

Improved interaction between modes of travel. Eg secure bike locking at train stations, better 

pedestrian space on bike paths, etc... 

improved road system 

improved roads 

include "rental bikes" as part of the transit system for people who cannot afford a bike (saw it 

in Beijing and works well).  Would be great to park outside of the downtown core and bike 

in from the parking area, but I don't have a way to get a bike to/from that area; I live too far 

away to bike whole distance 

increase access program to help everyone participate,share ride options too 

Increase buses. Decrease further LRT expansion.  Better schedules with increased buses would 

be top priority. 

increase frequency of service on public transit especially in off-peak times 

Increase the hours and frequency of LRT and bus system. 

Increase the road network for cars 

increase ways to get around by cars 

infrastructure for LRT, buses and vehicles 

Infrastructure improvements. 

Integrate bike & ride sharing as viable options 

Keep investing in better roads that move cars around. The completion of the ring road is critical 

Keep working on developing major traffic routes that run both east-west and north-south.  

There is a serious lack of both. 

lower parking fees 

Make downtown more car friendly 

Make good roads and maintain them. Keep Cyclists and motorists apart. Do not tie-up traffic for 

extended investigations, succor the injured, recover the dead and remove the debris! 
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Make it easier to get around in cars. You will not get rid of cars in our lifetime and it needs to be 

dealt with as part of the overall transportation planning. 

Make it more car accessible, stop reducing car access 

Make LRT stations more accessible to outlying residents - shuttle buses - also make them more 

accessible to wheelchairs - take a look at the Franklin and Marlborough stations.  Even a fit 

person gets out of breath climbing the weather exposed stairs 

make parking spots bigger for suv's 

Make traffic flow easier. 

Making the automobile traffic flow more smoothly 

more alternate routes when a main road is blocked/delayed 

More destinations to walk or bike to 

Must maintain the balance between transit and road use age. Cannot try to bend in one 

direction - transit or bicycles to the detriment of the other. Transit is too packed for mostly 

communicating when people people have choices. 

Need better transit service hours and lower rates 

Need to look at a circle LRT route. All LRT cannot go on the same street through the downtown 

No really anything to improve 

Parking options/pricing 

plan major thoroughfares before the houses and businesses are in place. 

prioritize citizen transport over visitor transport.  Decisions should be made based upon the 

benefit to citizens, not people living in surrounding areas.  Citizens will not benefit from 

increasing the accessibility of the city to residents of nearby towns and cities.  If we can 

chose where traffic jams are then let them be at the city gates instead of inside the city. 

Promote business and expand city infrastructure outlying areas - disperse concentration in the 

downtown core.  Rapid train from Airdrie and Cochrane to downtown core.  The bus system 

currently in place is onerous.    During rush hour, in Ottawa, from the furthest subdivision in 

Kanata, it would take no more than 30 mins to downtown (~30kms). 

Read below... 
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Recognize that autos will be the preference mode of transportation but work on walk ability 

and bike friendly city. 

Reduce bike lanes and increase car lanes. 

Reduce Congestion 

reduce congestion on main roadways with better design 

reduce cycling lanes 

Reduce traffic lights on main thrufares like Stoney trail 

Refine Calgary's transit system to be more efficient.  We've done great work during 

Bronconnnier's and Nenshi's terms to really make new transit infrastructure a priority.  

That's good.  We've built some things, and more to come.  Great.  But, we need to focus in 

and utilize it correctly.  There are far too many buses and trains that run empty with no 

passengers, and the new bike tracks have been botched in their roll-out (wrong bike routes, 

not enough cyclists - start smaller, do better).  So, it's not just the physical infrastructure; it's 

how it's used and configured.  We need to cut out a lot of these empty bus routes that get 

no ridership, and focus on a more express/BRT model that has less stops (and sometimes 

uses smaller buses, so they're more full).  And stop this War on Cars and this War on Parking 

by having all these oddly placed bike tracks.  Do less bike tracks, but do them better.  

Efficiency. 

Reliable public transit 

Re-look at the Bylaws so that Uber can start doing business in Calgary 

Remove bike paths, to the other side of the side walk....if there is no room,  no bike path.  DO 

NOT penalize auto -drivers.  .LICENCE  bike riders,...so they know the rules of the road, and 

ticket infractions, similarly to light-cameras 

Respect differing transportation choices 

Road network improvements in congensted areas - Deerfoot, Blackfoot-Ogden 

Roads 

Scale roads to meet growing population and reduce urban sprawl. 

see below 

Servicing all communities 
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Should do BOTH improve walkability AND improve affordability of transit. 

sometimes you have to drive - improve the roads 

Sorry to say but we are sprawling city reliant on the car. As unromantic as it sounds, we need to 

allow drivers to get around smoothly and efficiently. 

Stop cluttering our downtown area with bicycle paths which restrict the flow of traffic and 

cause no end to opportunity for more accidents and more restrictions.  Not enough people 

use them to reduce the traffic sufficiently to make bicycling a good mode of transportation 

and the weather makes it only useful for part of the year!!! 

Stop making travel by car so difficult. We are a winter City - public transit/walking/bikes are all 

ridiculous solutions in a winter city - we have to drive. How about better taxi service and 

allowing Uber-type service. 

Stop the growth of the city 

stop the speeders on the deerfoot raceway and cutting in and poor drivers 

Stop the war on the car. Instead of adding roadblocks - literally and figuratively - figure out 

ways to make it easier to get around the city. Not everyone can take transit or cycle. Do 

something about bottlenecks like Crowchild Trail over the river! 

Stop urban sprawl! 

Stop wasting so much tax money on transit, especially empty double long buses during off peak 

hours. 

Synchronized lights 

The cycle lanes have caused congestion and a lack of parking. My neighbourhood is particularly 

bad, and I never see more than 2 or 2 people in it in a day. Poorly planned and researched . 

there is obviously something wrong with traffic flow and circulation of the city or it's roads if it 

takes me 40 minutes to get to school and work when it should take me about 10 minutes. 

Traffic congestion 

traffic congestion for vehicles. Calgary is a large city and it isn't always possible to use transit or 

cycle to and from work. 

Traffic congestion, it isn't reasonable for many to take transit or cycle (we are a spread out city) 
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Traffic lights should be synchronized better and improve on the very poor pCity planning of 

overpasses that restrict flow of traffic 

Transit improvement - make fares based on how far you travel vs flat rate - 

Uber 

Vastly improve infrastructure for people living in and around the community. 

We seem to be building gold plated over engineered road ways.  Not enough forward planning.  

Some major roads lead to nowhere 

Widen roads and decrease congestion for vehicles where possible. Stop taking away lanes for 

dedicated bike lanes. Driving is still needed. 

Widen roads. 

Working with all levels of government to improve road ways. (intersections, light-syncing, 

reverse lane options, express lanes, full completion of the ring road 

Wow! No bias in those choices...sarcasm.  Synchronization of lights to reduce tie ups, improve 

notorious bottleneck roadways.  Yes, transit needs to be improved too; reliable service, less 

sardine rides. 

Your selections above show a very clear bias. What about increasing roadway infrastructure for 

cars? Without this or a similar option the results of this question in the survey are 

meaningless. What about people who want to us their auto more. This question shows very 

extreme bias by the pole taker making the answer to this question completely meaningless. 
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What should we celebrate about Calgary when it comes to getting around? 

 

- I have lived in Calgary over 30 years and transit has definitely improved.  More choices, faster.  

-Need to improve security on the trains and buses.  Service is better but commuter safety is 

not - so even I am deterred by taking transit. 

24 hour transit and expanding the C Train to the airport should be priorities.  I would drive less 

if the train ran through the night. 

3 of the 4 phases of the ring road are complete. with the stimulus money many shovel ready 

projects are going to get underway. For the most part, the c-train line is something to 

celebrate and 4 length cars are to come. 

4 car trains 

4-car c trains! 

8mprove the roads and expansion 

A good and growing LRT system. Pretty good community bus service but not enough usage to 

suggest more frequent availability. 

A great pathway system 

A lot of ways to get to a destination point 

A number of access routes to Downtown, especially from Northeast Calgary. 

A steadily improving transit system is reducing the number of cars on the road.  We need to 

continue to improve and expand the system however recent cash grab ideas from City Hall 

for parking and creating a situation where struggling people cannot afford to either park or 

use transit are certainly counterproductive. 

A variety of transportations options besides owner operated motor vehicles, including a good 

pathway system, bike lanes, LRT, buses, car2go, and taxis.  What not to celebrate:  some 

areas of the city, including areas in the centre of the city do not have sidewalks! 

Ability to use all transit services 

absolutely nothing.  Counsel is ass backwards 

Absolutely nothing. Everything this city tries to improve backfires. Stop charging for park and 

rides and remove the horrible bike lanes from downtown. This city depends on cars. 
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Access to public transportation 

Adding even more active transportation options, and providing dedicated space and some 

infrastructure to encourage new folks to try/do a little more is well worthy of recognition 

and celebration. The most forward-looking and successful cities provide healthy lifestyle 

and transportation options. 

Adding more cycling lanes 

Addition of cycle tracks 

Again Calgary offers many ways to get around Calgary 

Again not much. The bike paths downtown are a pain, and the bikes act like cars sometimes and 

at other times act like pedestrians. 

Again, all inter-related. Doing one of the above necessitates doing all of them. 

Again, nothing here to celebrate 

All comes down to reducing reliance on cars by creating other options. The city is improving in 

terms of expanding LRT and bus systems as well as improving cycling infrastructure. 

Investing in transportation infrastructure would create more jobs, benefit the environment 

and create more affordable and sustainable transportation system. 

Almost they are on schedule. 

Although public transit is very expensive we do have many alternatives: walking, by bike, car2go 

etc. 

although there are many gaps in the public transit, we need to remember, that Calgary is a 

young city and it should not be compared with other traditional  countries  with well  

developed   infrastructure  of public  transit system.  The City of Calgary is   actively and 

continuously striving for  well designed public system 

Amazing bike paths along the river. 

AMAZING how during MAJOR projects the traffic NEVER STOPS MOVING!  We are in awe how 

SOMEONE keepS it going! even during major improvements!    WONDERFUL SMOOTH 

streets OTHER THAN between - COP and western city limits -(RM of Rocky View)  That 

entrance to our awesome city is the only embarrassment I suffer in this beautiful city. 

An attempt has been made to promote cycling for commuting. 
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As a daily Ctrain user, we should celebrate the convenience of the Ctrain. It is most often on 

time and comes very regularly throughout the day. 

As a senior I am very satisfied with public transit but I think the cost to our poorer population 

(those not subsidized) must be prohibitive. We could follow the example of other cities that 

seem to do a great job but are much more affordable (eg Portland OR) 

as a transit user I have great accessibility to C-train and community buses.  IT would be fabulous 

to expand the C-train to other communities 

asashh dude 

At least there is some light rail. 

At least we HAVE a transit system, even if it is totally abysmal. 

At one time Calgary was an extremely easy city to get around in.  Now, not so much!  Nothing 

to celebrate here, either.       I am a bike rider and I see the beginnings of a nice bike system 

through the separated paths systems - not through taking lanes away from cars!  If the city 

was sincere about promoting biking, they would put a bike-only path on either side of 

Crowchild in the green spaces (there is lots of room)and not bother with irritating, and quite 

frankly, useless ideas such as the bike lane on Northmount Drive and on 12th Avenue SW.  

Crowchild would allow high speed movement into the downtown, Northmount adds 

nothing to nowhere, and 12th Ave only duplicates what a "real" biker could already do on 

10th Avenue. 

aw nuts 

Balance between public transit and road networks 

Beautiful walkways all around the city! Good C-train and bus system. 

Because this city is sprawled out and our transit system is so inefficient people can't even 

fathom there is a way to get around other than driving 

Beside Deerfoot which is extremely undersized for Calgary's size, good roads and good 

alternate routes to go almost anywhere. Love Stoney Trail. 

Better than most large cities 

Better transit connections especially to new communities. 

Big parking spots 
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Big trucks and bikes should be banned on smaller roads 

Bike lanes 

Bike lanes and pathways are something we should be proud of. 

Bike lanes couldn't be more of an amazing experiment. It may have affected parking but I think 

folks (like me) have adapted. I get so nervous driving with cyclists on the road. I take routes 

with bike lanes so I know I won't hit someone. 

bike lanes downtown are a wonderful asset - keep improving the river pathway system 

Bike lanes seem to be working. 

Bike lanes! 

Bike lanes! 

Bike lanes! I've lived here for just under 10 years and have seen a sharp increase in the number 

of cycle commuters over that time. 

Bike lanes!! Yay! 

Bike lanes, expansion of LRT, and use of " accordion buses" on heavily used bus routes 

Bike lanes. Stoney trail. Additions to the LRT. 

Bike path development 

Bike paths 

Bike paths are expanding, but very slowly and not where they need to be. All major roads 

should be paralleled by bike paths. 

Bike paths are getting better. Need commuter bike lanes. 

Bike paths! Thanks for installing one in Bridgeland too Calgary! Bow river pathways. It's still 

hard to get a lot of the things one needs downtown though, or within reasonable biking 

distance. 

bike/walking pathways 

Build the new LRT line avoiding street level in downtown. Make the right of way large enough 

to accommodate a parallel, express bicycle path from the suburbs to downtown.  Get the 

existing NW LRT elevated or tunneled on 9th street between the river and 7th Ave, 

especially since 4th, 5th and 6th Aves will soon have to wait for 4 car trains to pass.  This 
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win in commuting time for LRT riders, car commuters heading east/west and cyclists (and 

the environment as cars are not left idling waiting for trains to pass). 

Bus drivers attitude. 

Bus system 

Bus systems are getting better 

By seriously expanding the LRT and bus sytems, and improving the cycling infrastructure we can 

reduce the number of vehicles we use.  When developers build new communities, they 

MUST be made to make it walkable - shops within walking distances, not shoved into one 

big huge mall. 

C train is a good start but it needs more cars  and it should have been underground downtown 

to allow it to move faster through the core. The walking path along the river is fabulous 

C train system is good for the areas that it directly supports but lots of improvements needed. 

Calgarians want to raise their families in a backyard with grass, not on a balcony. We love our 

'burbs. Yes, let's improve transit, but lets improve roads and traffic flow as well. My job 

means I'm in and out all day, so I drive my car downtown. Let's acknowledge the reality 

rather than a urban planning philosophy that does not apply. 

Calgary allows for affordable bus and LRT, and its cycling paths are great. 

Calgary does very well with this. They are consistently expanding and working on the LRT lines, 

they have several bike paths that cross the city as well as walking paths. Really it's just 

affordability now! 

Calgary has a comprehensive public transit system, which should be celebrated, although, there 

are areas of the city which are difficult to access in a timely fashion, due to the need for LRT 

expansion, and, larger/more frequent buses on many routes. The affordability issue for 

Calgary transit passes remains a significant issue, which should be celebrated for attempts 

at improving access to public transit for those of modest means. 

Calgary has a good public transit system and it could be expanded and improved to provide 

even better availability and timing for service to all parts of the city. 

Calgary has a good transportation infrastructure for a North American City.  What is required is 

destinations. Destinations that are the services we all need in our daily lives.  So work, 
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school, shops, cafe's, markets in the communities that people can walk or bike to in the 

course of their daily living activities.  for this to happen, a lot of "Urban Planning Sacred 

Cows" will need to be sacrificed   Improving "cycling infrastructure" with out destinations 

results in bike lanes that there are no bikes on, which is what I observe is happening at 

present. 

Calgary has a large network of roads which allows us to get to any corner of the city in 

reasonable time. Calgary is not traffic congested like Toronto and Vancouver. 

Calgary has a lot of space, so future planning by our municipality will be able to utilise this 

space for good infrastructure. 

Calgary has an excellent Public Transportation system that makes walking, riding, or taking the 

bus an option for almost everyone. 

Calgary has an extensive bus system and growing LRT capacity.  It provides access to all areas of 

the city. 

Calgary has limited parking within the downtown core and what is available is extremely high 

priced.   I understand the concept of reducing downtown traffic and promoting transit 

however when individuals form outside the city are required to be a meetings etc. in the 

downtown it can be overly frustrating finding and paying for parking as it is set out today. 

Calgary has made great strides in expanding the LRT system, but it must continue to do so. In 

the meantime, it must expand its bus system to areas not served by the LRT. Reasonable 

transit fares are a must, if you are going to attract new riders and keep current ones. More 

parking at LRT stations is also needed. 

Calgary has made significant strides in expanding the LRT in recent years, and is on track (pun 

intended) to start building the  north-central line.  A VERY, VERY expensive piece of 

infrastructure, though. 

Calgary has made strong improvements in public transport and cycling paths. 

Calgary has taken huge steps to making transportation and cycling more accessible. 

Calgary is a beautiful city and we want closer knit communities.  Cars and roads separate 

people and don't encourage stopping to enjoy the city that is whizzing by. 

Calgary is a very car-centric city.  it would be nice to see a increase in the LRT and bus systems. 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 522 

Calgary is continuing to look at it's public transit options / routes / schedules, along with bike 

path and foot commuter infrastructure and is striving to make changes / improvements! 

Calgary is making more strides in becoming a city that is less reliant on cars. 

Calgary is on the cusp of greatness and transportation including public transit, biking, walking 

all saw small leaps forward in the past year. Making the River Pathway and Fort Calgary 

accessible and attractive to all is the next leap. 

Calgary is well known for its walking and bike paths.  However the size of the city makes walking 

and biking restrictive, especially during the winter.  Public transport has improved, yet there 

continue to be gaps for certain areas of the city. 

Calgary keeps traffic moving even during intense construction. 

Calgary needs to put the ring road in place as well as many other upgrades to the road system. 

Calgary path system 

Calgary public transit is terrible!! There is nothing to celebrate in this field. We need to expand 

the LRT system and we need more buses on the road. As the city grows so does 

transportation. How is this concept hard to understand? 

Calgary should be a great city for walking. We have made great progress in public transit, 

cycling, and automobile travel (including the Car2Go option) but walkability remains a 

challenge. 

Calgary should concentrate on fixing a dysfunctional road network.  The road and street 

network in Calgary does not work.  To many temporary fixes have been implemented that 

do not work.  Street and road improvements over the years have not worked and the City is 

resistant to fix the problems they create. 

Calgary transit has done its homework well and expanded so much to provide public transit for 

calgarians. This not only provides mobility but also jobs for calgarians. 

Calgary Transit has significantly improved over the past few years, but still lacking coverage in 

new residential areas. For a city this scale, the LRT is useless. This is due to the unwillingness 

of the city to build upwards instead of outwards, causing a sprawl onto what was once rural 

areas.  On-ground transit systems like the C-Train should be replaced with a subway, or a 
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skytrain. No major metropolis does an on-ground transit system anymore, it's inefficient, 

poses a safety hazard, and wastes space. 

Calgary Transit is a great asset to the city, unfortunately, we have grown far beyond the means 

of what our current transit system can accommodate. ON the other hand, our city is very 

walkable. I personally find myself preferring to walk to my destinations instead of driving. It 

should be noted that I call the Beltline home. 

Calgary Transit is decent around 60% of the time, the other 40 i'm still unsure about because 

i'm still waiting for my bus to get here 

Calgary transit is terrible and the roads are congested 

Calgary Transit is typically quite efficient, and I would like to see the LRT in particular expand to 

encourage the use of transit. 

Calgary's infrastructure continues to suffer from rapid growth. Not only do we need to catch up, 

but we need infrastructure that is built to handle the capacity of required in 5, 10 or more 

years. 

Calgary's LRT is way better than Edmonton's!  But, the bus system isn't nearly as good as 

Vancouver.  And the bike paths could be GREATLY improved. I'd like to see bike lanes like in 

Victoria, BC. 

Calgary's road network is already overly generous.  There really is no such thing as "traffic" 

here, compared to places like southern Ontario or Greater Vancouver. 

Car friendly city 

Cars are the main form of transportation. The fact that we can afford to drive around town in 

our own cars, free to do as we choose is a major fact to celebrate. The fact that we don't 

have to rely on public transportation shows that we are an advanced, prosperous society. 

cars to go!! 

Celebrate availability of Calgary transit 

Celebrate City Hall's plans to expand the LRT 

Celebrate recent upgrades to the LRT (4 cars; new cars). People need to appreciate what they 

have (and can afford) instead of always looking for more and then complaining about fare 

increases or property taxes. 
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Certainly  C train  has  been a plus  on the  downside  any  silly notion  that  the  "it matters  to  

you\us" campaign has  serious  consideration  is  feint  eg.  the  complaints around  c train 

cars    exceptionally LOUD  announcements  will never    be  a priority  New  trains  WHICH 

DON'T allow  operators  a control on  volume  is  ignorant at least 

Certainly not the bike paths downtown and the prohibitive costs of parking 

Charges are going up constantly yet the service doesn't really improve.  Lots of focus on 

expanding the Ctrain but busses all go through downtown which means journeys are very 

long.  Can't go from one Ramsey to IngleWood or IngleWood to Bridgeland. 

Choice! Let people live where they choose and pay the costs associated.  If you choose to live in 

a far flung suburb you are willing to pay the related transportation costs. 

City council is making considerable efforts with bike lanes and RBT routes despite opposition to 

change by some citizens. 

City Hall is trying to put more emphasis on modes of transportation other than the car, i.e. 

bicycle paths, high-speed buses. 

City has vision re: developing an infrastructure which supports several means of transportation 

Clean, safe, reliable.  professional drivers 

Commitment to the new Green Line and more walkable neighbourhoods 

Communities such as East Village and Kensington where car free living is a distinct possibility 

due to proximity of amenities as well as new developments such as the apartments at 

Brentwood Station allowing our city to grow up instead of out ought to be celebrated. 

Compared to other major Canadian and world cities Calgary really does not have a long traffic 

commute to work and back nor for getting around. Just go try living in some of these other 

cities and that will give you an appreciation that we do not have it as bad. 

Compared to other major cities across the world, Calgary is easy to navigate across the city, 

particularly by car. 

Compared to Vancouver and Toronto traffic is reasonable. Public transit to the core is excellent. 

Compared with most cities around the world, Calgary has a tremendous transportation 

infrastructure.  The road system is great and the LRT system is efficient. 
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Connect the C-train to the airport! We will soon have a world class facility, which has zero 

connections to downtown with the exception of a taxi monopoly. Every other major airport 

around the globe has rapid transit to city centres - Vancouver, London, Hong Kong...  its 

embarrassing that Calgary has a C-train that doesnt connect to the airport and people have 

to rely on taxis who very often have poor knowledge of the city.  Its a joke. 

Construction road improvements 

Construction! 

Continued growth of cycling infrastructure. 

Continued LRT expansion plans. 

continuous improvement in the last few years! 

C-train 

CTrain and its expansion plans. 

Ctrain is amazing!   Very fast efficient way to get around, plus safe! 

C-train service is great and continually improving 

C-Train service to and from downtown.  Bus service is good where available. 

C-train, Access Calgary 

CTrains and buses cover most of the city, there are lots of great parks to walk and cycle for 

families. 

C-Trains are good and the bus system is good.  We need more of both. 

Current lightrail is a great system. 

Currently nothing. The City of Calgary's misguided attempt at social engineering just frustrates a 

large segment of the population. Making it harder for people to get around via the 

automobile just makes people mad. Most are not likely to change their habits anytime soon, 

so why continue down this path. No matter how many bike lanes they put in, they are never 

going to get more than about 2 percent of the population to ride their bikes to work. It just 

doesn't work. 

Cycle lanes 

Cycle paths 

Cycle pathways through downtown are awesome! 
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Cycle track annual counts are astounding. 

Cycle track downtown 

Cycle track network 

Cycle track! 

Cycle track, upcoming green line, some of the sustainability strategies that support calgarians 

aging in place and having access to local affordable services. Working with AHS with primary 

care networks. 

Cycle tracks 

Cycle tracks and paths 

Cycle tracks are amazing. 

cycle tracks gaining use 

CYCLE TRACKS!!!! A (mostly) walkable core and inner city area. Quick and efficient LRT. 

Cycle tracks, green line, BRT. Lots of projects on the go. 

Cycle tracks. 

Cycletrack was a huge improvement for getting people around Calgary. The cycletrack makes it 

much safer for people of all ages and cycling abilities to commute around the city. 

Cycling 

Cycling and transit are great.  Continue to make transit affordable to increase ridership which 

may reduce reliance on cars. 

Cycling infrastructure 

Cycling infrastructure 

Cycling lanes are really improving Calgary's quality of life 

Cycling lanes! Walking paths around Nose Hill Park. Stoney Trail. 

Cycling network. Transit infrastructure. 

Cycling paths 

Cycling paths have not completely disrupted city 

cycling track & paths 

Decent LRT. 
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decent public transit. Good start on cycling infrastructure. Some neighborhoods have great 

walkability. Always room for improvement 

Disagree. Need South "green line" C train. Need affordable trasit passes and parking at C Train 

lots. Need side walks in every neighbourhood on BOTH sides of the street and ACCESSIBLE 

ramp-ed curbs at EACH intersection. Absurd in 2016 our city does NOT boast this 

Diverse choices in means of transportation available to citizens. 

Do NOT celebrate! This city has the worst drivers I have ever seen. Let's get some extra taxes on 

these beast-mobiles (especially those not used for actual farm use). Gas tax!   I feel unsafe 

walking in this city. Drivers do not pay attention, speed like crazy and follow way too close.   

Lastly, make neighborhoods so that there is actually something to walk to. Let's get an 

actual downtown core going. 

Do not expand the cycling infrastructure 

Do not increase the cycling infrastructure as it only helps a small group of people 

Don't ignore reliance on cars...especially in McKenzie Lake area...lousy bus service and no close 

LRT.  Taking parking spots away from most LRT stations forcing people to leave at crack of 

dawn to obtain a spot or driving downtown. 

don't use it much so no comment 

downtown cycle tracks are a good start 

Downtown cycletracks and gradual expansion of space designated for cyclists on our streets.  

The Pedestrian Strategy passing council even if it was minus the 30kmh speed change.  

RouteAhead's BRTs and Green Line - let's get them built first before we decide to 8-lane 

Crowchild and Deerfoot further wrecking areas! 

Downtown has improved accessibility for alternative transportation (cycle tracks) 

Drive our cars, use our own product "gas products. 

Drivers are relatively courteous (compared to other large cities). 

Ease to get around by car and naming convention of trips, boulevards, drives , roads then all 

smaller endings, this allows you to get around just by looking at the titles of the roads 

easy and affordable 

Efficient LRT system, but would like to see smaller, more frequent buses on major routes. 
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Efficient roadways 

Efforts to reduce reliance on cars. Would be much easier if transit was more workable. 

Eliminate bike paths on city Streets 

Even though I do not cycle downtown, I am so pleased with the success of the cycling lanes. 

And all Calgarians should be proud of our wonderful network of cycle paths encircling the 

city. 

Even though we are improving our bike paths/lanes, they must be placed in areas where people 

would actually bike (not on hills), and connect to different areas, not just putting them for 

the sake of it or because there is space. 

ever growing LRT lines 

Everyone is oriented to getting to and from work so you have to go home to get a car to go 

anywhere after work. 

Excellent progress on cycle track 

Excellent walking and bike trails 

Expanding the LRT is of little use if I have to pay a high rate for a parking spot at an LRT station 

without even be assured that I will have a spot when I get there when I have to be to work 

on time.    LRT is of little use for late nights if the commuter busses have stopped running.  

In other than the main rush hours - ridership of both LRT/Busses is far to low to justify the 

cost.  The mindset that everybody wants to work/live in downtown Calgary is a total myth - 

although City council generally seems to think we should.  Walkability in Calgary is a dream.  

Nice for recreation.  Calgaryans have places to go and things to do and walking/cycling 

doesn't cut it.   Vehicles are never going to be supplanted in Calgary and surrounds - what 

we need are the roadways to get us there and sufficient low paid/0 cost parking when we 

get there.  The growth of suburbia has been allowed to happen at a much faster rate than 

providing through roadways and the result is gridlock during the rush hours.  We simply 

need the through roadways.  Huge expenditures on LRT/busses is not going to do much to 

solve a problem that has been decades in the making. 

Expansion of LRT going ahead. 

expansion of the cycle track network 
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Expansion of the Green Line. Cycle tracks. 

Expansion of the LRT system and adding bike lanes. 

Explore your city 

express buses 

Extended LRT system to NW and west, and plans for north-central extension. 

extended transit hours to 24 per day 

Extensive network of cycling paths 

Fairly good transit already 

Federal government funding availble  for new LRT green line 

Final implementation of Stony Trail 

finally development of the cycle network - decreasing the dominance and reliance on personal 

vehicles 

Find the person who designed Stoney Trail and fire them immediately. Most to the roadway is 

three lanes except for the busiest stretches on the East side which narrow to two lanes. 

For a city of our size, it's still pretty easy to get 'round - depending on time of day / night.  All 

acceptable.  Planning and eliminating frivolous trips makes dose work. 

For a city of this size we are lucky to have the growing public transit availability we have. Sure it 

could use improvements, but no system is perfect. We are getting there. 

For a city our size, traffic is pretty good except in the McLeod Trail corridor. 

For anyone driving a car, it is extremely easy to travel anywhere quickly. 

For the most part Calgary has been fortunate to be able to get around relatively easy.  The city 

has just grown to big and too fast for its own infrastructure.  Our City Hall seems to want to 

put too much emphasis on bikes.  It's good to a certain degree.  We are not in a climate that 

is condusive to this.  I see on a daily basis MAYBE a half dozen bikes on the bike paths and 

the cars all lined up trying to move....very frustrating. 

Free access to LRT in downtown core 

Free fare zone 

Funding for new transit infrastructure, and the new Pedestrian Strategy at the City and piloted 

cycle tracks are all making our city easier to get around. 
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Further expansion of LRT and trying to place as much of the existing train infrastructure 

underground thus reducing deaths and a lot of our traffic woes. 

Future LRT expansion 

Get rid of the bike lanes on busy roads.  Our Parks department made wonderful usable Bike 

PATHS yet everyone wants to be on the road.  If bikes want this privilege then get licensed 

and insurance as the are sometimes the ones responsible for accidents with people and 

vehicles. 

Get that north south LRT done. Can't wait any longer.  Celebrate the new bike lanes. love them 

and the pathways promote walking and cycling and safe exercising. We have great pathway 

infrastructure. 

Get the LRT to the airport 

Given the population, outstanding accessibility 

Giving people options is key. 

Glad tinder cycling is gaining popularity and services. 

Glad to have 4 car LRT trains coming more. Looking forward to green line. Car2go is a great tool 

for those who only use cars occasionally. 

Glad to see more cycling infrastructure in place. More of this is needed! 

Going downtown is easy. 

Good bus and transit reaching all quadrants 

Good cycling lanes added the last few years. 

Good information available. Good plans for the future 

Good LRT system 

good LRT which should be expanded 

Good paving 

Good progress on bike lanes and their usage. 

Good public transit system. Puzzled as to why people still drive to the city 

Good roads 

good transit in some areas 
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good transit system with excellent frequency but many dead-ended communities cause 

wasteful circling 

Good transit. 

Good variety of transportation that is accommodated on our streets - walking, skateboarding, 

skating, biking, driving, public transit, disability corner cuts, 

Good, fast, efficient transportation downtown! 

Gradually the message of walking more, driving less, using public transit and bikes is becoming 

accepted.  That's all good.  And we should be glad that the bike lanes are being tested.  We 

need to also accept that for the majority of people this is not a year round or even partial 

solution to transportation issues and we need to concentrate resources where they will do 

the most good. 

great bike and walking paths in the downtown but could do more in the rest of the city in some 

areas 

great bike path for recreation 

Great bike paths 

Great cycle paths and cycle path pilot project. The same needs to happen for pedestrians to get 

downtown and around the city. You improve the ped realm and it makes better streets for 

everyone. 

Great cycling but more needed 

Great cycling system. 

great diversity 

Great effort re cycling infrastructure 

Great LRT service.However this is a very large city area wise so still must rely on cars for many 

services.Maybe we need more McKenziectown -like areas where facilities needed are close 

together. 

Great pathway systems 

Great roadways, unfortunately the priority of spending often is in the wrong places. 

Great traffic but the LRT is really a joke, compared to Metro in big cities: Berlin,Paris, New York, 

etc...  Two lines? 
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Great transit 

Great transit for those who live close in, increase in bicycle lanes, increasing walk-ability in new 

developments, Car2Go, car sharing, best of all - river pathway system. 

Great walking and biking paths, great public transport. 

Greenline planning 

Having a functioning LRT system 

Having just holidayed in Newfoundland, we have a lot to celebrate here in Calgary!! We have 

extensive train lines, buses , reasonably priced taxi's and bus lines like Greyhound and Red 

Arrow. We are blessed!!? 

Having the c-train provides a good alternative in a city where many people want to drive their 

cars as primary means of transportation. 

Having the Wesr LRT and being so close to the Sunalta Station, it's opens up a whole new world.  

With the city growing and expanding so fast and so far out transit helps keep the city 

connected. 

Heavy traffic problems are still only limited to rush hour twice a day. 

Hmmmmm- 

Hooray for the new cycle tracks! Hooray for imagineCALGARY's transportation goals and 

targets! Hooray for not accommodating Uber's capitalistic bullying! Hooray for the 

RouteAhead plan! 

Human Resources and diversity in mix 

I already enjoy the extensive transit infrastructure throughout the city.  I find the Downtown 

fairly walkable I enjoy the river pathway for biking and running as well as 8th Ave for people 

watching at lunch. 

I am a 90 per cent Transit user. I have no problem with routing and accessibility. 

I am excited about the advances made to improve cycling opportunities.  I am unfortunately not 

able to take advantage of the opportunity to bike to work due to the distance I live from my 

workplace, but I hope to change that in the future and would like the cycling infrastructure 

to continue improving.  (This also includes ways to take cycles on transit for part of the trip) 
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I am personally a city transit traveller and find bus and train service most satisfactory. However, 

I think it is much too expensive to be practical for many workers at $3.15 a ride. I am a low-

income senior so I ride at a very reasonable option. Many cities offer a much better deal 

with a day pass.....I think Calgary could study Portland for instance that seems to manage an 

excellent transit service at a much more reasonable cost. 

I can commute 4 different ways and I love it. 

I cannot think of anything to celebrate about our transportation system. 

I can't believe you don't have roads on the answers.  Walkability, cycling or LRT???  What a 

joke. Make the traffic signals synchronized. Fix the roads that go from 3 to 2 lanes. Increase 

speed where it warrants like west on number 1 west of the ring.  90 is ridiculous. 80 KMs 

going south of the city past 22x and Chaparral. Reduce speed where it is warranted.  Bow 

Bottom is 80 KMs.  People do way more and do motorbikes that scream speed up and down 

that road. People need to drive and Nenshi hates that. 

I don't believe we have anything to celebrate. 

I don't take transit so have no comments other than second-hand. I appreciate the road 

projects being undertaken but the planning process seems to be flawed, e.g., having 3 

major arteries north-south under construction at the same time is not good planning. New 

roadways such as Stony have been a great addition to city and will certainly help traffic in 

the future. 

I find Calgary geographically huge compared with population density.  I find commuting in and 

around the city a challenging process frought with aggressive drivers and an over 

abundance of construction during peak times.  I.e. tearing up the core and shutting down 

road ways  during stampede. 

I found that the bike lanes downtown have improved my life tremendously, with a sense of 

safety and a joie-de-vivre cruising on my cute "town bike" running errands. I wish we had an 

Amsterdam-like support of bike infrastructure. I think it would change the tone of our city 

for the better. 

I get so frustrated trying to walk around at times. Prime example is I live the NE and have an 

appointment at the Old Children's Hosp, rather than take the LRT then a bus, I take the LRT 
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and walk from Shaganappi. The Medical Centre is on the south side of 17 ave, but the 

sidewalk stops near HMCS Tecumseh, and resumes afterwards.  Numerous examples in the 

industrial area north of 32 av NE. This area has many steep slopes and parked cars. 

I have really enjoyed using the bike lanes in the downtown corridor.  I really wish their was a 

way to get down 14 street sw or 17th ave sw on a safe bike road lane.   Regardless, the new 

lanes are wonderful!  Drivers need to continue to be aware of bikers safety when their cars 

are making turns.  A few times a car has come close to hitting me but I am consistently 

aware of my surroundings.  Biker has the same responsibility to pay attention. 

I have to be honest, this is a hard city to travel around. The LRT is not very accessible (it is slow 

and doesn't stop all the places I need). And the roads are always back logged or under 

construction. 

I in particular would like to see more cross town BRT's.   Such as Tuscany to Bowness, Bowness 

to Mount Royal, Tuscany to Saddletowne, Saddletowne to Seton, etc.   Perhaps someday an 

actual LRT to Mount Royal. Like UofC 

I just recently heard that the city is going to "re-structure" parking fees at park and ride 

locations. If you really want to get people to take public transportation you have to make it 

affordable. If I am paying $5 per day for parking and over $6 for the train or bus, it is 

cheaper for me to take my car to work. 

I like our transportation system, I have only used the blue line, but the stations are nice. My 

only concern is that we improve on the planning of where stations are, in the future, for the 

green line. For example, the Sirocco station was built across from the park n ride, so you 

have to walk across 17th ave, which is quite busy as cars come from both east 17th and 

Sarcee Trail. This is quite irritating in the winter (both the crossing of the busy road and the 

cold walk). 

I live in the Beltline and am able to walk almost everywhere. Calgary is full of pockets of 

developed communities where you are able to meet your needs locally, with minimal 

reliance on cars or public transit. 

I live int he inner city so I find it easy to get around using the LRT, taxi. 
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I love biking in Calgary.  It is a beautiful city when on the path systems. But, I live in Harvest 

Hills.  I can't believe that I have lived here for 21 years and still no LRT, but Tuscany and 

Signal Hill already have that. 

I love my West LRT!  I also think that transit is affordable with the current rate for the Seniors' 

Pass and the low income pass.  I think that people who have higher incomes and choose to 

use the roads to drive around town (which we all subsidize) should pay higher tax rates to 

subsidize transit for those who don't put the same pressure on road infrastructure. 

I really appreciate the new bike lanes. Although it has made my commute to work longer I feel 

it has made the city more accessible and friendlier to pedestrians and cyclists alike. 

I think calgary has a fairly decent transit system. It's hard because I dont think city planners 

thought we would be as big as we are.  Cost of transit, accesbility of transit in outer city 

communities, and improving cycing tracks!! and overrall hopefully reducing the need for 

cars! 

I think Calgary Transit really tries to respond to the needs of this city, but we should invest 

more money in it and make it harder for people to take their cars downtown. 

I think the introduction of the cycle track in and around downtown has been a huge success and 

worthy of celebration. 

I think today there was an initiative that those on lower incomes could use transit for cheaper.  

This is really important. I have known those with no income to keep getting arrested for 

getting to school on LRT without a pass... this is ridiculous.  Cycling seems to be going weel. 

I think we are moving to a more and more inclusive transit system.  The growth over the last 

years have been great.  The issue is now where do people park to get on the trains, do not 

take away any of the park and rides, if you want people to ride the trains they need to park 

somewhere as the feeder busses don't always for work for some people.  I have heard 

recently that one of the parking places in the south is being reduced to allow for a 

apartment /Condo unit to go there.  Really! is this the best way to encourage more people 

to park and ride. 

I wouldn't rate this as something to celebrate as I don't believe our Transit system in Calgary is 

up to par for a city this size. The LRT which should be the most convenient and easy way to 
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get around does not reach most parts of the city and is not reliable. There are always delays 

whether its mechanical problems, medical emergency or pedestrians and cars being hit by 

the train. The trains are extremely packed during morning rush hour or end of day which is 

not pleasant. Also the trains shut down I believe at 1:00am in most major cities the transit 

systems will run most of the night. 

IF we could fire management of the City's Roads and Traffic department(s) we would have 

something to celebrate.  The City is run by a bunch of control freaks that believe their job is 

to tell the citizens how to live.  It is NOT.  Their job is to make it possible for us to live as 

closely as possible to the way WE want to live. 

if we pray we can get around safely most of the time 

If you happen to live in an area where there is an LRT already or close to downtown,  then you 

have lots of options.  We should celebrate that Council recognizes how crucial the Green 

Line is! However, the north central communities of the Northern Hills are badly 

built/designed and car-centric. Despite this, we still take more transit than most, but are 

beyond capacity. We need more buses and LRT immediately! 

if you like to drive, this is the city for you. 

If you live in areas that Calgary transit provide good transport (availability/ times & late night 

schedules) to it is great 

If you live near the LRT it is great, if you don't the bus system is not nearly adequate 

If you worship the private automobile, it's a great city. 

If you would get rid of all those bike paths on the street,  that no one uses, I would celebrate. 

I'm trying hard to think of something to be happy about here but I just can't.  Busses come with 

such infrequency it can hardly be said to be convenient.  Trans have too many breakdowns 

and run on antiquated procedures around "passenger emergencies" to operate efficiently 

(often just waiting for them takes longer than driving the whole trip instead).   [Seriously, 

with the CASH COW that the LRT is they can afford to hire an EMS tech to ride along during 

rush hours so trains don't have to be delayed for passenger emergencies.]   I used to worry 

about the "mob" but seriously they're already here and their 'game' in this town is parking - 

way more profitable and legal.  Cabs are another issue - never available and, before the 
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recent price drop, the MOST EXPENSIVE in North America - beating out NYC, Boston, 

SanFran, Toronto, Van, even Hawaii. Calgary was built to cater to the rich - typically the rich 

oil worker.  Perhaps now that we're having a recession we can cater a bit more to the 

average citizen 

Implementing Car2Go 

Improve the accessibility of LRT and bus system and lower the transit fare. 

Improve walkability 

Improved bike routes 

Improved bus service in local communities 

Improved cycling infrastructure. Continuing focus on public transit 

Improved cycling paths is good, however we should also try to improve reliability of the LRT and 

buses during winter months. 

improved LRT...not much else 

improved recreational paths 

Improved transit network, and plans for the future Green Line 

Improvements have been made with the bike lanes and new lrt and bus system. But we still 

have communities in the South end and North end of the city without access to reliable 

transportation. Improvements could also be made in the Foothills industrial area when it 

comes to bikes and pathways. Currently, if you live in McKenzie Towne, it's not safe to ride a 

bike to the Foothills industrial. 

Improvements in LRT are welcome and overdue.  Cost of delivering a comprehensive solution to 

reduce need for vehicles may be too high to be effective thus there will always be a struggle 

between green and practical solutions. 

Improving reliability of transit would increase use of transit.  A great app was developed for 

Calgary Transit - I don't know why it isn't used to advise riders when the C-Train or a bus is 

delayed.  People don't trust that they can get to where they need to be on time with 

Calgary Transit! 

in spite of complainers, commute times in Calgary are very reasonable. 

Increase the public transportation to get people easly 
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Increasingly more bike paths/ walking paths 

Inner-city transportation is not bad. I believe we need to work on accessibility, especially when 

it comes to cost and frequency. Ctrains should run 24/7. The cycle track should be 

celebrated; I'm happy to have a car/bus alternative. 

Intent to improve public transportation infrastructure 

Investment in LRT 

investments being made in transit infrastructure - the green line, and completion of stoney trail 

It has some limited public transport...I guess 

It is exciting to see that Calgary is committed to improving cycling infrastructure -it will be great 

to continue to see this grow! 

It is most unfortunate that the city has taken the busiest streets to add bike lanes.  If the city 

wants greater acceptance of cycling then do NOT make it harder to drive on the key 

thoroughfares.  There are alternatives that do not take critical lanes away on the major 

streets. I am a cyclist and do not support the approach that the city has taken - we need 

bike lanes but not at the expense of traffic flow. 

It is reasonably easy to get around Calgary. The new legs of the LRT improved traffic for the 

northwest and west-downtown quadrant of the city. The Stoney Trail ring road, when 

completed for the South West will further enhance traffic flow. 

It is relatively easy to leave. 

It is very expensive for people to own a car and all of the expenses that comes with it, but it is 

even tougher on people who depend on public transit as the monthly bus pass or each trip 

is costly. most of the people would probably be low income to begin with. 

It's easy to get to destinations on the LRT line. Apart from that, the bus network needs to be 

improved, particularly crosstown buses and in industrial areas. 

It's getting better, not worse. 

It's pretty good right now but they should not start charging for LRT parking. 

Its safe, 

I've been able to commute by bicycle through the winter due to the cycle tracks - way to go! 
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Less emphasis on bicycles.Transport system is good..More reliance on service and financial 

returns needed 

Let's celebrate the many options which are available. 

Lots of bike paths! 

lots of bike routes 

lots of pathways 

Lots of wonderful pathways and inner city neighbourhoods with walkable pleasant streets.. 

can't say the same for the 'burbs…   great that people are starting to get out of their cars 

and take the bus or walk more !!!  Let's celebrate even more change in future... 

love how the cycling infrastructure is growing...it would be great if cycling was scene as "part" 

of transportation instead of the ugly duckling... it would also be great if we could better 

align our thinking around transportation (e.g. cycling) and the health and wellness benefits 

of this mode of transportation 

Love that we have bike lanes in downtown, these should continue to be expanded. 

Love the new cycle lanes downtown! 

Love the new infrastructure planned and the determined move to including cycling and public 

transit as a preferred mode in different areas. 

love the walkability of mission, beltline, downtown neighbourhoods all linked by incredible 

paths and cycleways 

Love, love, love every new cycling path that goes in. I now bike around downtown all of the 

time instead of driving there. 

Loving the new bike lanes! 

Low income transit passes 

LRT 

LRT 

LRT 

LRT 

LRT and Express buses are within walking distance (200m) of each home. 

LRT and more lanes for traffic 
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lrt busses 

LRT for what it covers is good service 

LRT has drastically increased its service area over last few years 

LRT is across very large city 

LRT is first rate. - except for not enough parking. 

LRT system - affordable, accessible for large parts of the city, and Calgary is quickly expanding 

the system. Cycle tracks that exist 

LRT system in place is good.  Would like to see it expand so there's less reliance on cars. 

LRT works well during the weekdays. Lots of routes. Some need to be revamped. 

LRT works well if you live close to a station. 

Lrt, but please no low floor LRT as when it snows they will be first to get stuck. And yes use 

more BRT in new areas to increase traffic and reduce one person cars loads. 

LRT, Green Line and bus routes are critical infrastructure and must be 

improved/built/extended. 

Major improvements have occurred in the area of walkability and cycling. 

Major infrastructure such as the ring road is very helpful 

Major roads between communities make it easier to get throughout the city (aside from rush 

hour).  The Ctrain, for the areas it serves, is a very valuable mode of transportation. 

Make downtown parking more affordable and accessible. 

Make UBER and ride sharing legal. Break up the taxi lobby. The future of UBER could be school 

busses and could replace the LRT 

Mass transit is the answer to most of Calgary's needs.  The current transit system works great 

for us when we're on a major transportation hub.  I've never lived more than a five minute 

walk to a bus stop or C-train station, and it's been very convenient.  That being said, 

because the city is so spread out geographically, it takes a long time to get to appointments 

when they are in unfamiliar or less frequently traveled parts of the city.  I live in Thorncliffe, 

and meet monthly with a group down by Chinook.  If I drive, it's 15-20 minutes to get there.  

the same trip on transit can take 1 hour and 15 minutes.  If I weren't semi-retired, I could 

not afford to go to the meetings in terms of time. 
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More access for cars.....F the bike lanes! 

More attention to cycling and walking. Love the new cycletracks! 

More awareness in the need to improve walkability than there was in the past. 

more bike paths are great 

more people cycling city making more of an effort to provide cycling lanes/paths 

Most secondary access routes work fairly well. Less bike lanes would help. 

N/a yet. Still drive everywhere. 

NA 

New airport expansion will make the city much more accessible. 

New bicycle lanes!!! 

New bike lanes are fabulous, keep expanding those and make public transit more enjoyable 

through public art! 

new bike lanes! 

New bike lanes. However only positive for those that can afford to live within the inner city. 

New bike lanes. So much safer and faster to travel on a bike 

New bike paths, although there is still a lot of work to be done. Wherever the city has a 

construction project walkability and cycling needs to be taken into account. And this is not 

happening, perhaps because it is costly but if we don't do it we will still promote the car too 

much. 

New c-train route to Seton 

new cycling infrastructure 

New cycling infrastructure is making it more more comfortable and safer to travel around the 

city. Increased frequency of LRT times is also great -- CTrain stops also feel safer than they 

did ten years ago. 

New cycling lanes 

New design for transit stations and transit oriented development 

no charging for parking at LRT lots  reduce costs for parking in downtown core - some need to 

drive 

No commens 
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No pot holes? 

Normally in other city, when we buy 10 times tickets, we can get some discount. But not 

Calgary transit. 

not a bad transit system but too much reliance on cars...walking is not so bad and bicycles are 

even better (seasonal - but not last winter!) 

Not a thing.  STOP THE SPRAWL.  Folks in De Winton on the one hand act as part of  Calgary and 

then revert to 'I live way far out, an hour and a half', I do not know downtown.'  These 

distances are keeping people apart.  They don't want to travel into the core and park.  And, I 

don't want to hear their tales of woe.  Calgary ought to be finished growing unless it wants 

to be another Los Angeles with their design. 

NOT celebrate the constant emphasis on cycling infrastructure to the detriment of other traffic. 

Not much 

Not much TOO celebrate is there?  if you want to improve getting around, try paying attention 

to the people and their needs in Winter specially.  The Transit system is a joke here. Find a 

model that work in another centre and adopt the plan here...I find the City is very 

ARROGANT in this regard. 

not much.  stupid bike lanes diminish traffic flow in rush hour. Road development lags way 

behind population growth. We can't seem to set a standard for leaving a main thoroughfare 

to get on a different one (sometimes a driver has to be in the left lane to go south and other 

times it must be on the right lane.)   built the west LRT with no parking. Of course, all those 

people with their jags and Posches are going to bus it to the train station - NOT. 

Not much. They're clean and drivers are friendly for most of the time but that's about it. This 

needs to be a top priority, not only we need to expand the LRT and bus systems, we need to 

make it possible for people to go from anywhere in the city to wherever they need to go. It 

has to be more affordable, more reliable, more routes, more frequent.  And we need to 

make this city more walkable. I work close to Chinook mall and there streets here that don't 

have sidewalks on EITHER SIDE! 

Not much. We need to look a major changes in the attitude of the city  decision makers. 
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Not sure we have a lot to celebrate on that front. Our transportation corridors were never the 

result of long term planning. 

Not the cycle paths - they take up way too much space on core arteries into downtown. 

Not too much traffic 

Not too much. The governments are so misdirected on expensive public transit, cycling routes 

and making automobile traffic difficult that it has a significant impact on productivity and 

enjoyment. It will be approximately $20million to put a 1 mile bike path through Earl Grey 

golf course that will be used regularly by maybe a few dozen people (free to them) and ruin 

the best part of the golf course for hundreds of people (who pay for the abuse). In rush 

hour it takes up to 20 minutes to get downtown from my house and 30 minutes to walk. 

Traffic is stopped, snarled and angry due to traffic "calming" in my neighbourhood which 

increases risk to safety and detracts form air quality. It is absolutely pathetic what our city 

does in terms of getting around. 

Nothing 

Nothing - it's chaotic and major interchanges eg Anderson Deerfoot and deerfoot stoney are 

badly designed. 

Nothing - still far too car focused over all else, even when safety of pedestrians and cyclists at 

risk. 

Nothing for me here again.  Transit would take me almost 2 hours to get to work.  I don't use it. 

Nothing having a ctrain in the deep south east by Calgary's newest hospital is ridiculous. As a 

citizen of Auburn Bay I don't have any real viable transit options other than driving. Sorry, 

an hour long bus ride is NOT rapid transit. 

Nothing! 

Nothing!!!! Transit is expensive, slow and very inconvenient for most Calgarians and our many 

roadways have not been expanded since Calgary had a population of 500,000 people. Major 

roadways such as Macleod Trail, 14 Street S, Crowchild Trail desperately need expansion to 

handle the amount of traffic they support. 

Nothing, Calgary is a horrible city for pedestrians 
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Nothing, police refuse to patrol the Deerfoot, thus, careless drivers, speeders, tail gaters, very 

poor. 

nothing, police will not patrol the Deerfoot, thus, speeding, wreckless driving, ignorant drivers. 

Nothing, the city is full of cars and an aging transit system 

Nothing, you see I don't ride a bicycle. The LRT is jammed during rush hour and the bus system 

takes too long to be useful when travelling to the LRT system. The city's focus on bicycle 

lanes is a bias to the few at the expense of the many 

Nothing. 

Nothing.  City hall hates drivers and are spending tax dollars on pet "climate change" (sic) 

projects of certain aldermen. 

Nothing.  Roads are brutal.  Crowchild is a disatster 

Nothing.  Roadways have not been taken care of. Calgary is focused on creating an environment 

for less automobiles. Not going to happen. 

Nothing. Calgary Transit gets an F for the complete lack of customer service since the 

introduction of 4 car c-trains. The customer deserves to be respected for the fares paid and 

the c-train should be stopping at the stations like it used to, not away at the end of the 

platforms. Fares are unfair for the service provided. ByLaws are not enforced for vehicles as 

they should be--playground zones, bicycle maniacs with no regard for safety or bylaws, 

pavement in deplorable condition on so many major roads. The list goes on and on. 

Nothing. Transit is ineffectual unless you work in the core or like spending 2-3 hours minimum 

each day trying to get to work and back home. The war on automobile use has caused 

unnecessary traffic tie ups and increased pollution with no net reduction in auto use. 

Nothing--expect your commute to take 30-60 minutes, twice that if you are reliant on transit. 

On street bike lanes! 

Once you have your own car, it's pretty easy to get around. The roads are good and the 

highways ensure that there's not much traffic. 

Opening of the blue lrt. Future opening of the nw lrt. 

Options for everyone to get around. 

Our amazing bike path system. 
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Our bike lanes and pathways are amazing! 

Our bus and LRT systems are great and take you just about anywhere. 

Our city is still growing quickly in spite of the recession but we will rebound and we will need 

fast transit to the airport and Mount Royal University. Those legs should be added first 

Our good roads 

Our LRT system is excellent and should only be improved upon. 

Our LRT/bus system. Wanting to improve and expand our transportation system.  Constantly 

upgrading and evaluating.  Wonderful core bike path system. 

Our personal occupancy vehicle road network is exceptionally high quality. We need to expend 

higher % of cap and op budget $ on transit/bicycle/walking for economic (nodes concept at 

train and major bus stations) and health (physical and mental). 

Our road system can't handle the volume. Specifically the Crowchild over Memorial pass, too 

few lanes, it bottlenecks constantly 

Our roads are in great condition. Very few potholes, and always nice new sidewalks and curbs.   

The new bike lanes downtown are AMAZING. 

Our roadways and freeways are excellent and efficient but without a vehicle, it can be a 

challenge to get around in a timely manner.  Also, Car2Go is awesome and should be 

increased. 

Our Trails ... Deerfoot, Stoney, etc 

Our transit system does seem to reliably service most areas of the city, although some routes 

are more restricted as to time choices than others. 

Our transit system is usually well run and fairly reliable. I like the green line planned and hope 

to see it come to fruition. For the future, a loop that circles the system and connects the 

existing LRT lines would be good for people traveling from line to line without having to go 

downtown or take a bus. Again most of the options above are worth noting, the issue of 

transit is just most important. Improving walkability and cycling infrastructure is good in 

every case. Calgary has more cycle paths than any North American city and can still never 

have too many. Keep em coming 
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Our transportation is worlds apart from trying to get around Toronto. At the end of the day, our 

transportation is pretty damn good. 

Our transportation system is accessible. 

Our walkable and cyclable neighbourhoods. 

Our walking paths are awesome 

Out LRT system is expanding as are or ring roads. 

Outside of rush hour it is a great city to get around in. 

Overall, in the last few years Calgary has made major improvements in becoming a more 

friendly city to cyclists and pedestrians; this needs to continue and there is a lot left to do. 

Major upgrades to transit are still needed.   As a city we have a moral and fiscal obligation 

to reduce our reliance on cars. Morally, we need to move towards a greener transportation 

systems to confront climate change. Fiscally, cars are for the rich and well off. If we want to 

live in city where everyone can be successful than alternatives such as transit, cycling, and 

walking need to be supported. This can also reduce reliance welfare systems by making 

employment more accessible to those who do not drive. 

park and ride is excellent 

Parts of The City are well served; others such as in the industrial are NOT -> this makes is 

challenging for new comers to Calgary who have no vehicles to get to work in these areas 

(which are areas which are where the lower paying jobs are that people newly-arrive are 

only able to get); using taxi access to such areas for work cost prohibitive. 

pathway system 

Pathway system is exceptional (excluding bike lanes). 

Pathway system is exceptional. 

Pathway system, cycle tracks 

pathways 

Pathways, green spaces and beauty 

pedestrians/ walking is finally being recognized as a way of getting around / affordable for 

everyone...with all the free health benefits that go with that option 
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People do get around, despite the shabby services offered. For the price we pay, why do we 

have so few buses where we need to be? 

People take transit and be able to where they need to go 

Personally I choose to use my car most of the time because of the time involved in taking 

transit from the burbs. Perhaps we could start a campaign that encouraged people to use 

alternate transportation in their own neighborhoods. I think most of us are 'all or nothing' 

kinds of people, but encouraging us to walk, bike or take transit to do errands in our 

neighborhood would be a good compromise. 

Plentiful low cost public transport and a developing road and trail system. 

Polite commuters 

Pretty good LRT and bus system for a city of this size. Quite good for getting around by bike. 

pretty good road network  ( don't celebrate the very poor signage on these roads 

progress with Cycle Tracks & cycling infrastructure, encouraging user #'s 

Public transit 

Public transit must be improved.  Free parking for all those who wish to take public transit into  

the core must be provided rather than making it more difficult to find a parking spot at park 

and ride.  Raising the parking fees is going to make fewer people take public transit and 

increase vehicle numbers in the core and becomes a self-defeating exercise. 

Public transit should be safer. 

Public transport 

Public transport is better than it was but still not very good. More bike paths are good 

Public transportation is extremely poor. Most people drive, and pollution is encouraged at the 

expense of car businesses. What are we celebrating????? 

quality of road maintenance and many route choices when compared to other cities 

Recent ring road work has been helpful in reducing delays (reduced traffic delays reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions) 

Reduce cycling infrastructure. Cycle lanes reduce the flow of people. 

Reducing car centric. Reducing speeding through residential and by parks and playgrounds 

Regularity and punctuality of LRT and most buses 
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Relatively low levels of congestion 

Reliability of the transit system. 

Reliable transit, Car to go and reduced taxi fares. Walkability is improving every year! 

REMOVING the cycle paths from downtown YYC. For the 3,000 people who might use a bike 

downtown (I have no confidence in the city's numbers), hundreds of thousands who use a 

car dont understand this dreadful $12 million experiment. What a waste of good money.   

We can celebrate congestion and sitting in traffic! 

Restricting traffic flow of vehicles forcing commuters to contend with bike lanes is not what 

majority of citizens want in Calgary.  Commuters from other towns/cities near Calgary 

should be forced to pay for parking areas at C-Train stations as they take away valuable 

infrastructure from tax payers in Calgary and it costs them nothing. 

Ring road 

Ring roads 

River pathway new pedestrian bridges 

Road system is generally very good.  Generally safe. 

Roads are in poor shape, congested and the southwest ring road will be a travesty.  Pathway 

system is good 

Roads in good shape despite the Calgary climate! 

roadways good condition mostly can access most aprts 

SETWAY 

Shopping areas walking or cycling distance from residential area. Where the roads are small 

enough that it's not treacherous to cross with pedal or bipedal power. 10 Street, 17th 

Avenue areas. People don't like to live in or near high-rises. Townhouses, strata houses, e-

story walk-ups are better for density, and suit neighbourhoods with small, independently 

owned shops like bakeries, green grocer, etc. 

should give priority to volunteers for jobs 

should not celebrate the bike lanes down town - what a debacle 

So far, likely - a few alternative routes for vehicular traffic remain that have not been 

'engineered' to reduce their flow efficiency. 
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So many options 

Social engineering regarding bike lanes was worth experimenting with I suppose, but now it is 

time to get back to our senses.  The city's consulting with communities processes are a 

dishonest sham. 

some aspects are good...LRT...but not the parking esp. if it involves paying for all spots.. 

Some bike lanes are great and well positioned.  Others are useless.  Occasional enforcement by 

police of bikers breaking road rules would be nice too.  Not just blame the cars.. 

Some good LRT routes Some mostly great routes like Deerfoot and Crowchild 

some neighbourhoods have great walkability 

some positive steps are being taken by local government 

Still better than most cities. 

Still just glad people no longer have to pay to park and ride. 

Still the use of cars are so relied upon and I don't see this changing. Geocery stores and Malls 

are not easy to get to and from in Calgary 

Stoney Trail 

Stoney Trail 

Stoney Trail development. 

Stoney Trail was a nice addition and a good alternate option. 

Stop demonizing those who choose, or require, to drive a vehicle as their main mode of 

transportation. 

Stop talking about it and improve walkability. And make public transit A LOT more affordable. 

Stop wasting money on bike lanes .Get a city team to run Buses and trains more efficiently 

Strides made on improving Calgary Transit 

Suburban sprawl has created a desire and want for more LRT and rapid bus service to these 

remote communities. This should come at a cost. If an individual chooses to purchase and 

live in more remote homes due to lower costs, those that are choosing to live in a more 

commuter friendly home should not have to offset the costs. Those that sacrifice the 

reliance of cars and absorb the cost of living more centrally to downtown should not 

continue to assist in offsetting costs for those who choose Suburban sprawl. Those 
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individuals who choose to live in a newer community without schools, amenities, frequent 

transit service, located there knowing it was not available however they DEMAND these 

services at a great expense. Existing inner schools go underutilized. There is more of a move 

to live closer to where people work, less commuting, smaller homes (less of an impact to 

the environment). This should be rewarded. It doesn't make sense to invest in millions to 

transport people further from the city. Calgary should be more efficient and improve 

infrastructure not build new roads to more remote communities. Builders and new home 

owners should pay a fee or premium when they choose to extend Calgary. 

Sure theirs busses, but they come every 45 minutes, how come theuir isn't a bus that takes 

students around the city to their school. I hate to take two busses and a train to get to 

school. 

That basic LRT infrastructure was first created when it was. The backbone is in place for a much 

stronger bus/transit system to be supported by. 

That it is still a driveable city. 

That it is still possible to drive a car.  Although it is becoming more difficult and dangerous with 

bike lanes. 

That more pedestrians and cyclists aren't seriously injured due to irrational laws that say they 

have the right of way 

That our traffic flow is fairly decent most of the time, although it would be really beneficial if 

police officers wouldn't feel such a need to tie up two lanes in traffic, especially during rush 

hour, just to show us they are keeping the "real bad guys" in check when they are handing 

out their cash-flow tickets. 

That people without cars can get where they need to go. 

That some time in the future maybe there will be a completed ring road? The traffic congestion 

in the south is ridiculous and not improving at all. More subdivisions, no new roads, no 

interchanges, no LRT, no improvements to Deerfoot, Macleod Trail, 14th Street, Elbow Dr. 

etc. etc. 

That the Green Line project is underway. 

That the LRT is powered by renewable energy!!!! 
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That there's so many unemployed people that traffic has lightened 

That transportation is top of mind for all Calgarians. that we are having conversations about 

transportation and planning for the future. 

That we actually have pretty good transportation, just takes a bit long in some areas to get to 

the main designation. 

That we are starting to embrace cycle lanes 

That we don't have to travel across the city very often 

That we have adapted to the bike use in our city by implementing bike lanes. 

That we have something. 

That we have the possibility to improve existing systems. 

The 4-car LRTs and the plans for the Green Line are great! The plans for the BRTs look fantastic. 

I think that once more of the BRTs are deployed throughout the city, the NIMBYs in the 

southwest will begin to quiet down. 

The ability to expand the LRT and bus system. However, it lags behind the city growth and 

infrastructure and should be a priority in the city development. 

The ability to get most places using public transit. There is a large amount of buses and stops, as 

well as an extensive LRT system. However, the LRT could perhaps use more lines, as well as 

increasing the frequency of buses at stops (usually 30 minutes between buses). 

The advances in cycling infrastructure over the last few years has helped increase the safety 

and accessibility in the city. 

The amount and quality of the bike path system. 

The awareness of the need to continually expand our LRT system. 

the bike lanes 

The bike lanes are a great start. But it is still too difficult to ride and walk in many parts of inner 

city Calgary. And the transit system needs much improvement. I can walk to many parts of 

downtown Calgary in the time it takes for me to wait for a bus. 

The bike lanes have been a tremendous addition to the city transportation. C-train is very good, 

however has limited coverage. 
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The bike lanes on Northland Dr NW are crazy. The person that thought them up should be 

fired!!!!!!!! You are wasting our money 

The bike paths are improving! 

The bikes lanes and pathways are awesome! We need more of a good thing :) 

the bus and transit system has not kept pace/design with the planning of the city.  Transit 

routes do not go between the places people live and where employment is happening.  We 

still have this central core destination attitude and that prevents people from adequately 

getting to work or home.  We don't support MRU transit needs and that is a mistake that 

we do not support getting kids to schools.  a similar parallel to work.  Example, no bus goes 

between copperfield and the employment centre on 130th.  hard to work when it is a bit to 

far to walk but you cannot bike because there is inadequate pathways for self-propelled 

movement also. 

The bus lanes make is safer for cyclists.  There are more walkable communities being built. 

the buses are pretty accescible 

The Calgary Transit is ok but it is now worth $3.15 a ride. So in my point of view there is really 

nothing to celebrate. The Toronto Transit, Mississauga Transit is a lot better they are more 

reliable than the CTrain system there is a lot that needs to be brought up to snuff for it to be 

worth what is being asked of us to pay 

The cell phone parking at the airport. 

the city has a safe and reliable transit system; clean buses and trains where people tend to be 

respectful of the conveyance they are riding on. 

The city has worked hard to keep the routes clear of snow and hazards. 

The City is committed to expanding the LRT. Do not undermine efforts to encourage usage of 

public transit by hiking fees or charging for parking at LRT lots. 

The City is doing a lot to diversify options with the cycle tracks and pathways. Looking forward 

to the Green Line being built! 

The city is not congested 

The city is working to improve Calgary accessibility with increased LRT and bus routes as well as 

the work on the ring road. 
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The City of Calgary is working to expand the LRT and bus systems and there have been 

significant changes the past 15 years.  It will take time to encourage the public to change 

their habits.  But the expansion of a public transportation system is expensive and the 

public must expect to pay for this expansion.  And I would hope we as a public can 

encourage the Provincial and Federal governments to support Calgary in this direction.  

Recognizing that almost 40% of my income disappears in taxes, I would love to see my 

Provincial and Federal governments invest in cities. 

The completion of the ring road and start of the green line when they at last happen. 

the core LRT and the fact that we are planning to expand with the green line while costs are low 

The C-train is a good way to transport workers to downtown 

The Ctrain is indispensable. 

The C-Train is quick and affordable. The difficulty comes when a person needs to take the train 

and two busses to get to a destination. On Sundays and holidays, can be very difficult.  For 

instance, getting from the NorthEast to the Airport takes a bus, a train, and another bus. 

FROM THE NORTHEAST. 

The ctrain line has been expanded 

The C-Train runs on wind energy. 

THE CYCLE TRACK! Such a huge win for this city. 

The cycle track!!! 

The cycle tracks have been an amazing success! 

The cycletrack network. 

The cycling pathways have been well maintained/rebuild after floods and new routes have 

been created. Well done! 

The cycling pathways. 

The downtown bike lanes! Put more of them in and connect more effectively to outer areas. 

The effort to create bicycle lanes is to be applauded. 

The efforts to increase affordable, clean transit options.  Everyone should be able to get 

around. 

The enormous breadth of our regional pathways and cycling trails. 
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the expansion of the cycle track network and the increased use of cycling in the city centre 

The fact we have a public transit system & other options (Car to Go) which may permit 

residents to not have to rely on private transportation. That having been said, it is 

imperative we make public transit more attractive; if we wish to reduce our reliance on 

private automobile use the current transit system in Calgary needs to become much more 

frequent & reliable. 

The far south east needs better transit 

The flexibility of available options both personal and public transit. 

the focus of walkability and cycling needs to be redirected to the suburban and industrial areas 

- too much focus on cycling tracks and cross walks are making the riders and the walkers 

less aware of their safety - relying on infrastructure to keep them safe; while this is needed 

in some areas, not everywhere - in visiting montreal and toronto - cycling and walking - i 

was forced to be much more aware than I need to be here 

The focus on improving the cycling infrastructure has been a positive step, 

The focus on inner city neighborhoods and the core has been on expanding the infrastructure 

for cyclists which is great and a reason to celebrate. The LRT and bus systems also have a 

great focus on the future with a view of connecting all areas of the city. 

The free zone for the lrt downtown 

The Green Line that's going to be built. 

The green line!!! 

The implementation of the to go car company 

The importance and use of the LRT and bus systems that we have and the planning to provide 

more. 

The improved cycling infrastructure. 

The low income bus pass is welcomed in our community 

The LRT and bus systems are confusing, unreliable and inefficient. On top of this, we have 

severe traffic build-ups that take meaningful time out of our everyday lives. I think we can 

celebrate the downtown area as it is walkable for the most part and the LRT is efficient, but 
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in such a suburban city we need way more LRT access in the South to reduce emissions and 

reduce traffic. 

the LRT and bus systems in this city are terrible for a city this size.  Slow and crowded all the 

time 

The LRT and buses, though sometimes inconvenient because of technical difficulties, are great 

for much cheaper transportation than a car and more environmentally friendly. 

The LRT expansion 

The LRT has been great. 

The LRT is a joke, 2 lines???????? 

The LRT is a wast of mony the city should have done sepriated roads. The fact that one 

alderman said congenstion is our friend. 

The LRT is great for getting to places near the lines. 

The LRT is great for those who can access it and reaches all quadrants of the city. The bike paths 

are the envy of other cities. 

The LRT is the best thing that we have done to reduce traffic and save parking space and 

affordable public transport and good walking paths will increase its usefulness. 

The LRT system is great, especially for kids trying to get to school when their parents don't have 

time to take them 

The LRT system works great for those that are close to it. 

The LRT works pretty fine but does not cover the majority of the areas in the city. The bus 

system is also not functional especially when you need a transfer. 

The LRT.  The LRT.  Best LRT I have ever been on.  Better than MARTA, YVR, or Edmonton.  Close 

second to Chicago, which has a much larger infrastructure. 

The main arteries of Calgary work well. 

The main routes are excellent. Lots of buses and always on time. Feeder buses to the main 

routes are terrible. Every 20 minutes isn't sufficient, especially if you now want to charge 

me to part at a park & ride lot 

The near completion of Stoney Trail. 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 556 

The new bike lanes downtown are awesome. More of the same throughout the city and linked 

together in a network would be nice. 

The new bike lanes downtown are great. This could be expanded. Other services to reduce 

reliance on personal vehicles, such as ride sharing, reducing consumer pricing of public 

transit, and expanding the LRT system, would also help. 

The new bike lanes! 

The new bike track is a big positive, but we need better pedestrian/train access to communities. 

The new bus paths are a "step in the right direction". 

The new connector bike lanes down town are great. 

The new cycle tracks are amazing! 

The new cycle tracks downtown. 

The new west-east line is great. 

The newest cycling infrastructure has given statistical evidence that "if you build it, they will 

come". 

The number 1 bus! 

The old city plans on the main routes have really made me crazy. Why is deerfoot trail designed 

to have a lane that has to have cars coming off of main intersection. The cars have to stop 

to let them in so the whole drive is stopping and not moving. The exit on Memorial Drive 

North is a mess, it is so backed up because it has to wait for the traffic to let you in. Then 

you crawl along till the next intersection. It is ridiculous. With the growth of the city and the 

different locations of the jobs out there, the main routes like Deerfoot Trail, black foot Trail. 

Need to be looked at for some significant changes. 

The ongoing push to re-energize our LRT and ensure public transportation is given a relatively 

high priority for use by all citizens in a variety of communities. 

the pathway networks in the new communities 

The pathway system in Calgary is special.  Many Calgarians use them for running, cycling, 

rollerblading, walking and spending time with their families - an excellent recreational 

system and for some, a passable route for getting around. 

The pathway system is worldclass 
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The pathways are awesome. 

The pedestrian bridges to help alleviate traffic at traffic lights, the beautiful bike pathways 

The pending completion of the Stoney Trail ringroad. 

The plan to develop the green line is an exciting one. This will provide for more opportunities 

for Calgarians to use public transit. 

The public engagement process should be lauded, since it appears to be open, transparent and 

effective. 

The public transit system works. However, it runs into problems in the winter, which are 

problematic for many of its riders. Some thoughts can be put into how to avoid the effects 

of adverse climate. 

The public transportation system has come a long way and is now servicing more communities 

with the addition of the second LRT line 

The public transportation system is clean and relatively safe 

The real culture shift around cycling mobility that the Cycle track early phases have brought to 

Calgary 

The recent shift to more bicycle friendly routes is a plus. 

The recent success of the cycle track pilot project! I use it to get to work and it's always quite 

busy. It's great to see so many people using their bikes, although we still need to increase 

the awareness of drivers. I recently saw someone who had been hit by a vehicle while riding 

past an alleyway. 

The ring road 

The ring road is great for travel around.  Public transit makes going into downtown easier. 

The ring road is great, and will be even better when the last stretch is completed in the south 

west. 

The roads are generally quite good 

The Stoney Trail! Now let's look at the issues on the Deerfoot with a vision to improve it. We 

also LOVE the extensive walking/biking trails but stop trying to turn Calgary into a cycling 

city for commuting. We are a winter city. Accept that. We need cars, roads without bikes, 

and plenty of parking. 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 558 

The success of Calgary's LRT system -- compared with Edmonton's, for example -- is something 

to celebrate. However, Calgary will remain very car dependent for a long time, and in 

making the situation better for walking and cycling, one must not forget the many elderly 

people, myself included, who find getting around, especially in winter, a real problem 

without a car. [I live near an LRT station, but walking to it in winter, when many people do 

an inadequate job of clearing their sidewalks, is a real chore.] 

the success of the cycle track and the amazing regional pathway network in the city 

The system is quite comprehensive and easy to follow specially LRT 

The systems for transporting people from the suburbs to downtown during the work week 

works very well. What we need to work on is reducing the reliance of cars during non-peak 

off-work hours during the week and on weekends. 

The trains are great, when you're on that route! Hard to get around off train routes. Buses are 

unreliable. 

The transit is good in some areas. 

The Transit system appears to believe "build it and they will come". The bus routes need to be 

evaluated based on ridership. I see many buses that are 30% occupied. 

The transit system is great if you want to go downtown. 

The walking/biking paths are wonderful. 

The will to change things. Calgary is very spread out and it takes forever to drive anywhere, let 

alone take transit. 

The work done to extend the LRT - Greenline from downtown to the South East Hospital.  The 

south east leg was ignored in the past so great to see that it is a priority down. 

there are glimmers of things getting better, some roadway improvements - pilot of cycle lanes 

and some areas getting improved walkability, but the culture of the folks here are very car 

focused, that needs to change. 

There are lots of different ways to get around the city 

There are many plans and efforts to improve Calgary and how people get around. It is definitely 

on the radar. 

There are many ways to travel about our city, make it safe and practical for all. 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 559 

There are more bikes on the street - my family has riden our bikes for 45 years - I can't get my 

husband into the car in the Spring Summer and Fall!  More people are walking largely 

women with strollers.  The trains are packed and we love it - bring it on!  More people are 

wanting to live near Ctrain routes 

There are some very nice bicycle and walking paths ie. adjacent to the Bow River; Edworthy 

Park; Nosehill; Confederation Park; etc. 

There has been focus on pedestrians and cyclists in the last few years, and the improvements 

have been good. 

There has been road improvements. 

There is almost always a way to get from point A to point B, I have never had a time when I 

could not get to the place I needed to be. 

There is no cause for celebration 

there is no celebration when it comes to traffic on deerfoot trail 

There is nothing to celebrate - a car is a must and that is wrong on so many levels. Even if you 

live in the heart of the city, a car is still a must for major grocery trips and getting kids to 

school, going to appointments, etc. 

There is nothing to celebrate, Calgary really sucks at transportation and really needs to improve 

There's a finely integrated system of public transit, even though our geography makes it likely 

that some trips take a long time. 

there's been an attempt to add cycling as a mode of transportation. still a way too much 

reliance on cars in this city 

There's no 2 hour commutes like other major cities have 

They are always improving transit system 

They are building new overpasses and less lights which helps the flow of traffic 

They are options! 

This is a driving city.  Cycle tracks and round-abouts are not necessary. 

This is a large city which is becoming easier to navigate by public transport.There are so many 

more plans for the future,hopefully the dollars will be available. 
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Time is the fundamental denominator in each citizen's life!  Respect it and enable people to 

benefit their lifestyle and their productivity not by restricting their choices but by enabling 

them to have some control of their own time. 

too many cars on Deerfoot or Crowchild 

Totally unfriendly city to go around in public transportation, a car trip that can take 30 Mins can 

take 2hrs and they have to walk long distances to the bus stop ..... employees without an 

owned veh struggle big time, they always need many hours ahead to be on time and they 

walk lots 

Traffic hasn't been too bad lately. 

Traffic is less heavy as in Eastern Canadian cities like Toronto and Montreal. 

Traffic still moves pretty well in Calgary.  Even at rush hour you can get across the whole city in 

45 minutes North South. 

Train + bus will get you most places, just not at convenient times. 

trains and shuttles and other public transit systems are expanding 

transit 

transit 

Transit fares are very low. Need more BRT and bus lanes. 

Transit is OK for going down town but if you need to go anywhere else in the city it's going to 

take a long time.  You still need a car here. 

Transit on time 

Transit seems to be more reliable in regards to running on time. 

Transit seems to be run in a professional manner with major issues. 

Transit system is pretty good, but everything has room for improvement. Communities should 

be thought out with transit in mind, not just how many lots can we fit in order to max the 

property tax value. More transit hubs to feed to existing transit systems. LRT stations. More 

TOD and quicker turn around. How long do we talk about it and nothing is ever done. Get 

rid of the NIMBY by promoting YIMBY. Celebrate park pathway system around city. But 

wheels need spokes. 

urban trails 
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Very accessible for vehicles...let's not destroy that as a result of ideology at City Hall 

Very difficult with all road work 

Very easy on Ctrains 

Vibrant walkable communities like Mission, Marda Loop, Beltline/17th Ave, etc. 

walking paths 

We actually have pretty good transportation options compared to most North Maerican Cities. 

We need to continue to be on the leading edge of creating these options, including LRT, 

bicycle lanes, walkability, BRT, and automobile infrastructure. It is about maintaining 

balance of all these factors, which we are pretty good at now but need to maintain. 

We are a sprawling city...embrace the space and improve driveability. 

We are continually working on the transportation challenges in our city! 

We are having public discussions about transportation and there is public input to the planning 

process 

We are improving cycling infrastructure to make cycling a more viable transportation option for 

more people 

We are investing in great changes with downtown cycle track and green line LRT plans! 

We are not ready to celebrate 

We are on the right track with more LRT.  Now if we could just get transportation around the 

clock.  The working poor do finish their shifts at 2am and 3am and 4am and have no way to 

get home except walk or take an expensive taxi.  The working poor can't afford cars and 

insurance. 

We are slowly making improvements and will eventually reach this century in terms of 

technology and things that other cities have had for a very long time. 

We are taking noticeable steps in starting to improve active transportation alternatives. Baby 

steps, but steps none the less. 

We are working toward improving transportation and city design means that traffic is not too 

bad. 

We continue to try and project needs/routes and adapt to population changes as necessary 
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We do have a pretty good network of roads - there is usually more than one way to get 

somewhere. Cycle tracks for those that want it, transit expansions, 

We do have an great pathway system. But we desperately need to fix Crowchild Tr., Deerfoot 

Tr., in fact, all of the above need attention! 

we finally became a true cosmopolitian city when we put in the bike lanes.  Fine-tune but don't 

remove Stony trail when it is completed. good job snow clearing.  Always a tough ting to get 

right. 

We finally have nice c-train cars. But our bus lines and connectivity are pathetic and rates are 

way to high. Haven't ridden transit in years for a reason. 

we got well defined cycling pathways and signage. although I would suggest to move them to a 

quieter streets - it helps drivers and cyclists. 

We have a clean,safe transport system. 

We have a good network and have plans for expansion.  Very pleased with the support for the 

cycling system. 

We have a good transit system. 

We have a great LRT/bus system, if your intent is to go to or from the downtown core.  Using 

public transit to get between any other two points is cumbersome to the point that nobody 

chooses it over any other option.  I think the same is true of the cycling network.  I happen 

to go between two points that are well serviced by the path system, but much of the city is 

not.  We should plan this network with the mindset that a bicycle is neither a pedestrian nor 

a car, no matter how much we want them to be one or the other.  It takes a lot of energy to 

stop & start a lot (potential solution:  the Idaho stop?!).  For many, 20 km/h is not a fast 

enough speed limit for the path (potential solution:  raise it in places where there's a dual 

cycling/pedestrian path, and enforce the pedestrians using the bike path). 

We have a great network of bike paths along our waterways and throughout our parks 

We have a great pathway system 

we have a great public transit system. However, we can't ignore our road network because 

there are people who need to drive to work because they have daycare and / or seniors 

care responsibilities that require mobility and quick response. 
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We have a great public transportation system but need to make it more affordable and quit 

expanding the c-train until some of the current debt is paid off 

We have a half built LRT and need a connection to the Airport Mr. Mayor! 

We have a pretty good LRT system which is expandible to suit the needs of the public. 

We have a pretty good system. One detraction are the incredible crowds in peak hours. 

We have a reasonable transit system, but it needs expansion and affordability has to be kept in 

check. 

We have a reasonably good set of main roads 

We have a vibrant and growing Transit system! 

We have access limited to LRT and bus 

We have an enviable amount of pathways in our City that link all quadrants. 

We have an ok diversity in transportation.  Each of them on their own are lacking.  As an 

integrated unit, they also lack.  Calgary needs all modes of transportation without penalizing 

any other. 

We have fantastic pathways in Calgary. We do, however, need to improve traffic congestion 

and, as more people move to the pathways, also focus on reduced congestion on the 

pathways. 

We have great bike paths! 

we have had road closure bike events and need to have more: roa closure is all the rage in 

other centers 

We have more c-trains now than ever before! But public transit is very expensive. 

We have one of the best pathway systems in the world. You can get almost anywhere on your 

bike without using the road system. 

we have options to choose from 

We have over 800kms of cycling trails in our City, but walking areas need improvements and 

PLEASE, take the cycling lanes out of the downtown! 

we have paths to walk cycle etc 

we have provided opportunities for public transit 
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We have some good walkability and cycling intiatives but it's not enough. Need more non car 

ways to get around if not going to the core. 

We have some of the highest, if not the highest, CTrain ridership in North America.  Good job 

on that.  What an asset the CTrain is.  Now, if only the buses could run on time and more 

often... 

We have some public transportation 

We have some stellar communities where the neighbourhood encourages walkabilty, not just 

for exercise but for everyday errands. I would like to be able to walk to a baker, a grocer, a 

coffee shop, a dry cleaner, etc. When this structure is built it, car use reduced. 

We have the most amazing bike path system which is something people of all ages, and income 

levels can enjoy. 

we have wonderful transportation in Calgary.  People just need to use it more.   show me a city 

where a Senior can get from point A to point B for $ 6:30.  We here in Calgary offer great 

Transportation to every one. 

We keep adding density to communities without looking at how people have to get to work. 

Reducing car lanes on major roads does not seem to be a practical solution for a city that 

can have snow six months of the year. 

We live in the Eauclaire area so we walk a lot despite being seniors. I am glad to see so many 

people walking/running and biking during lunch hours and on weekends and proud of the 

fact that Calgary has the longest walk and bike path in North America. 

We need major upgrades on the Deerfoot Trail. 

We need more alternatives to cars, especially for people not headed to downtown. 

We need some serious over haul of major traffic routes where lots of volume is never going to 

change. Not just staying on the level we are going to have to go up- like overpasses.  We are 

not a city of Bike riders- what is the average age of the population. We are getting older and 

the ethnic people in this city do not ride bikes with Saris' on. 

We need that new LRT. Our bus system isn't bad but getting out of the city to suburban areas is 

poor for a city our size and with our standard of living. 
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We need to change taxing structures so that areas around Calgary that our transportation 

infrastructure pay their fair share. 

We should celebrate our public transit. At least we have one. However, in comparison to transit 

systems around the world, we fall short.   We have a few primary LRT lines and numerous 

buses, but the service delivery is inconsistent and spotty.   We have a few highways, but 

once again it's as if our road transportation engineers haven't learned anything from other 

cities around world. We rely too much on a few main arteries and if those are under 

construction or there's an accident, the commute can take much more time than 

anticipated.   Master planning development would help and I see that the city is now doing 

that, but the benefits of master planning are still offset by the communities/roads that 

came before. 

We should celebrate the new West LRT that has been completed and the proposed expansions 

to the LRT in process. We should also celebrate improvements to major routes that reduce 

traffic flow issues--getting out of downtown is actually much quicker than 2-3 years ago. 

We should celebrate the reduction dowmtown of bike paths. They are a waste of parking and 

are used by just a very small percentage if the population 

We. Have wonderful bike trials and parks. 

weekdays buses and train are always on time most of the time 

We're currently expanding the c train systems. 

We're making lots of improvements 

What should be celebrated is that Calgary makes an effort to encourage the use of public 

transit by making bike lanes available in the core and elsewhere. In addition what can be 

celebrated about Calgary is that there is a concerted effort to expand the LRT and bus 

routes well into the suburbs. This is excellent and it should continue. 

when are we going to learn that c-train riders need parking and free! who designs the parking! 

When it comes to getting around, we will enjoy our life. 

When more and more people use public transportation to get to and from work. 

when the bus transit com early in weekend 
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when transit time is double that of driving times with a person car it does not make it favorable 

alternative for people to use as transform when they own a personal car 

Where to begin?  Bus passes for seniors need to be cheap,  deerfoot is a mess and road 

construction crews seem to have their choice of when and where they will do their work 

While I continue to look for improvements to walkability, I also take pride and pleasure in the 

fact that I can walk to many services I need for day-to-day living (library, food and other 

shopping, dentist), in my access to pathways and green spaces, in the seniors' transit pass 

that both encourages me and allows me to leave my car at home. 

While I support bike lanes some of them are just silly.  Like the one on 12th Ave.  No one uses it 

and it takes up a full lane of traffic and is a hazard especially the crazy parking on the north 

side part where the lane for traffic suddenly disappears. 

While it is true that people working downtown can go to work using public transit, these 

services are lagging behind acceptable levels for any other purpose. There is large interval 

between buses, the overall transit layout discourages usage for anything other than getting 

to work. From the neighborhood where I live it takes me 15 minutes to drive to work vs an 

hour to get to work on a combination of bus, C-train and walking. 

Willingness to evolve 

With over 700km of walk/cycle trails (more than any other N.American city) walkability is a 

possible alternative and the green line transit will tie central north to south. Reducing the 

need for card should be a priority, as it stands I rarely see a vehicle carrying more than one 

person during the standard work day especially in the downtown core which is the most 

congested and one of the worst places to drive. 

With the expanding LRT and building of bike lanes it shows the city cares about making 

improvements to transportation, just need to keep going and constantly reassess the needs 

of the people. 

Wonderful pathway systems, efficient LRT. 

You can get anywhere in the city by bus. 

You do not need a car. 

You're usually safe  
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Poverty 

Which of the following do you believe is the top priority for improving Calgary when 

it comes to poverty? OPTIONS: Provide increased opportunities to earn a living wage and 

build financial assets, increase affordable housing options, services that encourage and 

support transition into the workforce, improve access and availability of affordable child 

care and decrease credit risk and debt for low-income Calgarians. 

 

access to low cost/no cost education, so that people can raise up out of poverty and stop the 

cycle for their children. 

Actually be successful at all these initiatives. Ending homelessness or poverty in 10 years didn't 

work and won't work unless we change the way we approach it 

affordable housing, affordable childcare, job creation, job training 

all listed above. reduce house taxes - BC has a discount, AB doesn't. Housed overestimated on 

the tax papers by city. especially new ones. the real market price was not adjusted 

according to the crisis. 

all of above. More help needed for women & children fleeing domestic violence who lose 

almost everything 

all of the above 

ALL OF THE ABOVE 

All of the above 

all of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above and also to put them in one area and make programs easier to find and have 

them connected so you don't have apply for each one individually. 

All of the above are needed 
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All of the above issues should be of high priority. All areas need to be strengthened and 

maintained 

ALL of the above!!!!! 

Break out of the box.  The poor need alternate ways to earn money.  At present the only way a 

poor person can earn money is "Bottle Picking" 

Build up the local and alternative economy platforms through CED approaches 

Calgary is still a great city to develop a a career in. Improving opportunities for businesses to 

develop so entrepreneurs can flourish is key to our financial health and fighting poverty. 

city does nothing drop in center etc does most 

Condition free housing for homeless people. 

Connected with providing housing - provide opportunities to develop sustainable localized 

services within communities managed and serviced by the people working in those 

communities.  Provide increased opportunities to earn a living wage and build financial 

assets within these communities. 

Consider new ways to intersperse and make it easier to access resources from communities.  

The present situation where all the resources are based in specific areas have created 

spaces that actually alienate the population from communities and have created "poverty 

communities" which seem to further encourage their segregation. 

Consolidation of the many agencies that exist that are in the business of trying to eradicate 

poverty 

create an innovative way to ensure a basic income level for all Calgarians 

Create systems of subsidy for things like daycare and housing that are graduated rather than all 

or nothing, find ways to support low-income people in meeting their basic needs. 

cut services reduce taxes especially to poor raise taxes on rich 

Decrease funding so that citizens support what is required thru donations. 

Decrease growth and population 

Decrease property tax and fight the carbon tax 

Dependent on current best practice/ knowledge re: services that have the greatest impact 

do not enhance attractiveness of the rest of Canada's poor to come to  Calgary 
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Educate the homeless and other similiar type  of people 

Educate, educate, educate!  If there is no job, tea have other skills, assist, both in research and 

financially (Not tax credits) to move person to job. 

education and training 

Encourage a local place based economy 

Encourage business so that they hire more people for meaningful, productive work 

fix/reduce the cycle 

Further embrace the harm reduction model 

Get rid of the homeless. 

get the oil and gas sector healthy by building pipleines this creates employment where there is 

only low level service jobs available at this low spot in the overall economy 

Give the tools to help everyone care for themselves and their families. 

Have an annual minimum income. 

help build resiliency dignity and self respect by allowing them to participate in building 

solutions 

Help not only those on low income who qualify for all sorts of supports, but those just above 

that cutoff, who struggle. Maybe use a sliding scale instead of a cutoff? Also provide social 

services in ALL communities. Residents in Coventry Hills can't afford to keep getting on 

transit or in cars every time they need help and it really isn't up to the community 

association to keep providing (& paying for btw) all the help & advice especially when they 

don't even have a community  building. 

Helping our homeless! 

Homeless should not have unlimited options of the work they are prepared to do. There is work 

in the city. 

how about teach self reliance and educate 

I wanted to choose both the living wage option and affordable housing. Working on these two 

issues would make Calgary more liveable for those with fewer resources. 

increase focus on health 

Increase services to those suffering from mental health issues 
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Increase the level at which people start to pay taxes 

increased access to housing period!  ten year plan to end homelessness failed due to lack of will 

of decisionmakers 

it is not just one of the above - we desperately need affordable & safe housing; affordable 

childcare, help with debt of low income people, and more help for women & children who 

suffer domestic violence as they lose financial support, housing, childcare, safety & assets 

when they leave. 

let the market decide and don't interefere with subsidies and expensive programmes 

Lower taxes 

Lower taxes to small business so they can afford to hire more low income. 

More affordable child care and housing, using an income ceiling that is realistic based on cost of 

living in this city (like attainable homes income being 80,000 which is too low to scrape a 

down payment together AND have kids in daycare) 

Need a Guaranteed Annual Income 

no more housing ghettos; must have a place to live and a decent command of the english 

language to work in a decent job with opportunity to rise up the ranks 

No opinion 

Nothing really to improve 

Offer less hand outs so people are driven. 

Poverty is not simply about working or housing. Many factors play into this that need increased 

attention and funding allotted to social services programs and agencies to really facilitate 

change. Areas such as domestic violence, mental health and overall supporting initiatives 

that increase community engagement and therefore minimize isolation. 

Probably need more addiction recovery and mental health services.  Stop handouts to those 

who don't want to help themselves.  Quit letting thugs and thieves out on bail. 

Provide well-rounded services focused on helping the homeless population (housing, addiction 

and mental health, transition into job, life skills, etc) 

Reduce gambling access, alcohol consumption, tobacco consumption, increase number of thrift 

stores instead of high end clothing stores in malls. 
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reduce gap between rich and poor. Share the wealth. 

Reduce taxes so that the poor like me have more money to spend on food etc. 

Regulating the housing and property sector i.e. not letting people over price. 

Remove the asset stripping policy of social programs.  Focus on prevention rather than forcing 

people to prove they are in crisis.  The inability to think in new ways or to change policy is 

part of the reason the Food Bank is experiencing increased demand and shouldering all the 

burden of poor policy and planning. 

Safe houses, safe needle exchanges, mental health services, VETERAN SERVICES!!, give seniors 

enough money they can afford to live and not sacrifice their groceries for medication they 

need 

Seriously reduce taxation is what is really needed. More money in the pockets of the people 

and less going to all forms of government who just wastes it on ridiculous make work and 

personal legacy projects. 

several of these are equally important - increased opportunities, affordable housing and 

training opportunities as well as affordable, excellent child care 

Some  are not able to work.  Not all work is paid.  Hence minimum guaranteed income is a good 

non degrading way to maintain integration and dignity. 

Support basic income 

Support mental health, which is a big contributor to poverty. 

Take action on the recommendations from the Calgary Poverty Reduction initiative. 

The city goes far too much above and beyond its duty in this matter.  Time for the Province and 

the Feds to meet their minimum constitutional obligations in this regard. 

The wage can increase unfortunately so do all the other costs and bills to support the increase 

so it does not help at all. 

There isn't a single priority to poverty. There needs to be a system approach that looks at short 

and long-term support along with system change (i.e. Mental Health and AHS, justice and 

domestic violence, ESL and education, etc.) 

There isn't one answer - all of these options are needed. 
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This is a list of effects, not policies. Cutting taxes would help achieve all these goals. High taxes 

and regulation prevents them all. 

Too many reliant on handouts, welfare and most need to just get a job..any job 

We need a guaranteed living income for everyone 

We need to put more emphasis on individual responsibility. People need to understand they 

have a responsibility to not be a burden on society. I believe the "poverty industry" has a 

vested interest in preserving the status quo. 

Work toward implementing living wage/guaranteed income. 

Work with small business to get more people employed. 

Zone for, and approve, boarding house and rooming house options . Remove unnecessary 

overheads from such accomadation. 
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What should we celebrate about Calgary when it comes to addressing poverty? 

 

10 year homeless plan is working to help many 

a compassionate city 

A first world country as Canada should not be celebrating poverty. It should not even exist in 

such a rich land. 

A progressive belief system that poverty is a problem that can be solved. 

A strategy to move people out of a social dependent lifestyle to more independent one. 

Access to shelters and supports is good 

Acknowledgement that poverty exists and something needs to be done about it. 

Adopt a living wage policy...the city and only do business with companies which have the same. 

Affordable childcare is also needed. We have lots of poverty in the city, especially from our 

artists and students who have to pay so much to get educated and then have horrible 

debts. 

Affordable housing initiatives 

Affordable housing is at a crisis point - more effort and focus is needed as a community. 

Again fantastic that we are raising minimum wage, however what about all the people who 

went into debt to get an education that are still only going to be making 2$ more than 

minimum wage? How does that make any sense? 

Again, do something for indigenous people that settlers stole the lands from! 

Again, not much, the percentage of poor/homeless has barely diminished and must be 

increased.  Once a person has a home they can call their own, their life will improve big 

time. 

Agencies like SOURCE that use the police and other agencies to address problems. 

Alberta needs an Guaranteed Annual Income that is a universal payment to everyone, without a 

test of eligibility or attachment to the workforce  that is based on a modest life style and 

enables everyone to live a life with dignity and able to fulfill the human potential 
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Alberta, as a province, does have supplemental income programs which (AISH, Alberta Works , 

etc) which are helpful and critical in ensuring many Albertans/Calgarians stay above the 

poverty line 

All of the above. 

All of this list  is important - let's build affordable houses near middle income and weathly 

communities so the schools and/or low income housing can  organize homework clubs 

where engineers, business people and entrapreneurs can help kids do their homework - the 

kids get a great role model, rich people fall in love with poor children and mentor them 

through university onto a great life. 

All the people helping one person at a time, encouraging  and inspiring them to work and 

contribute back to the community. 

All the service providers (Alex, Inn from the Cold, DI) but we must strive towards addressing 

root causes! 

Although there is a good poverty reduction plan, the implementation so far is not satisfactory. 

Proprieties need to be set right. The economic downturn does not help but people need to 

be protected from losing assets and drowning in debts. 

Ambitious goals to eradicate homelessness 

Any of the these options will tremendously help the lives of Calgarians living in poverty. 

Attempts to get the hotel (The old Airline) in Greenview to be low cost housing, I hope the 

community opens there hearts, minds and eyes to follow the cities plan 

Availability of volunteers. 

available affordable community based not for profit child care that pays decent wage to those 

employed in the profession 

Average household income and net worth are at very respectable levels in Calgary and among 

the highest in the country. There are many services, government-sponsored or private, 

available to support the poor. 

Average people in the city do help out whenever they can. However a detriment to other 

things, such as affordability or entrepreneurship will affect this. 

Aww nuts 
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Being able to support yourself or your family gives one self respect and dignity so we should 

encourage everyone that opportunity to be self reliant with training including fiscal 

management. 

Best drop in centre 

big salary 

Calgarians are focused on ending homelessness but there are not enough broad solutions to 

make it happen. 

Calgarians are generous and thoughtful.  We need to celebrate that in times of crisis support 

will be freely given and that for the long haul individuals are prepared to work hard while 

those who can are prepared to try to create good jobs. 

Calgary actually has a fairly good set-up for those in poverty, in from the cold, mustard seed, 

etc. 

Calgary Drop-In Centre and all of their service offerings; all of the free events that take place 

around the city year-round for families 

Calgary fails when it comes to a variety of issues related to poverty. There is an extreme lack of 

affordable housing, low minimum wage, lack of social programs, child care is not affordable, 

and our over reliance on oil and gas leads to mass layoffs with economic downturns. Our 

shelters are full and food banks are seeing record usage. 

Calgary has a good work envoirnment (current recession aside), but those that live in poverty 

are wwwaaaaaay below the line, and giving them things, monetary and resources tend to 

end up having the clients rely on them and do not build new skill sets and self reliance.   I 

disagree with more cuts in service fees, really disagree with free spay and neutering (you 

have no idea how many of my clients went out and purchased animals (or got them free), 

because of the free spay neuter program... 

Calgary has a lot af amenities that cater to the less fortunate. Again you can never have too 

many. The more we look at keeping people employed and keeping people off the streets 

the more we all benefit, a working society needs input from all parties. With today's market 

we are seeing more and more people looking for help and getting nowhere. Not because 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 576 

they are not willing to work or even earn less money but simply because there isn't much 

out there these days. 

Calgary has a range of schools, colleges and universities. Education and training can broaden 

employment opportunities. 

Calgary has a very dynamic  and useful network of agencies to help ameliorate and prevent 

poverty. 

Calgary has been very successful in its focus on its ten year plan to end homelessness. This work 

needs to continue with all social services coming together for a common unified goal, rather 

than continuing to work in silos. 

Calgary has benefitted from a strong, progressive and very robust oil and gas industry which has 

underpinned the success and growth of our local economy and Canada for decades. 

Calgary has high affordability of house prices but more rental options are necessary as home 

ownership is not for everyone. 

Calgary has many charities, a lot of volunteer opportunities and there are those who are giving 

of their time, money and efforts to those who have less. 

Calgary has the ability to increase opportunities to earn a living wage and build financial assets. 

To increase affordable housing options. To increase services that encourage and support 

transition into the workforce with jobs that support a living wage. Improve access and 

availability of affordable child care. This will all decrease the credit ris and debt for low-

incove Calgarians because they will have had the ability to earn a living wage and to build 

financial assets to overcome this hurdle. 

Calgary Homeless society 

Calgary is a city of great wealth & opportunity. However, it can be expensive to live here. A 

living wage should be default lead to more affordable housing/child care & also decrease 

the number of low income residents in Calgary. The ability to build financial assets may also 

reduce poverty in our senior's population which is expected to rapidly increase between 

now & 2050. 

Calgary is a city of volunteers. Also, people understand that giving people a way out of poverty 

is more important than providing comfort in poverty 
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Calgary is a clean, welcoming city and for the most part safe. 

Calgary is a giving city, and has always had an acute awareness of the less fortunate.  More 

importantly, it's not just words - we back it up with volunteering and with dollars.  We put 

our money where our mouth is.  Calgary has the highest giving per-capita of any city in 

Canada.  Also, we are the non-profit mecca of Canada, having more non-profits based here 

than anywhere else in Canada.  We have the tools to take the sting out of poverty. 

Calgary is a very cold and unfriendly City and I have grown up here.  The resources available to 

the impoverished are stretched to their max.  The rich get richer and the rest of the 

population gets poorer. 

Calgary is a very generous city. I do not have any friends or family who are not willing to donate 

or volunteer when asked. 

Calgary is a wealthy city and has services to help those who fall below the poverty line 

Calgary is aware of the employment and economic readjustment needed as oil prices stay low. 

Calgary is way to expensive to live. 

Calgary is willing to help those in need. 

Calgary knows it needs to address the root causes of poverty not just the symptoms 

Calgary Poverty Reduction Initiative and collaborative community partnerships working to 

implement the startegy 

Calgary treats its poor horribly. Too much red tape blocks help to those who need it and no 

communication between 'help" agencies give those needing help the runaround. There is 

no safety net between unemployment insurance and homelessness. Where is social 

welfare? 

Calgary's 10 Year Plan to End Homelessness - the first in Canada gets overshadowed by 

homeless shelters shameless self-promotion of a charitable versus a social justice response 

to exiting homelessness with dignity. 

Calgary's cost of living is high. You need a fairly substantial income to live well and/ or gain 

ground financially. 

Calgary's generosity/philanthropy - particularly in the area of poverty reduction - is well known 

but the stability of this support remains dependent on  a strong, more diverse economy 
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Calgary's poverty-level population is about level as it has been.  Creation and support of 

agencies in Calgary that help individuals with credit problems, bankruptcies, etc. and they 

are doing great. 

Calgary's services for those struggling with poverty is among the best in North America. 

Cannot celebrate poverty, however believe it to be a relative measure against the average, 

lower than the average can be called poverty even if our "average" is higher that most 

places. 

Caring attitude 

celebrate places like mustard seed, important service. momentum too. 

Celebrate poverty? - Interesting. The term 'poverty' remains in the eye of the viewer.  What we 

call poverty most of the world would consider otherwise. I repeat:  Do choose to live in an 

area that you cannot afford. 

Celebrate that we recognize it as a problem and that poverty is not only financial. 

Celebrate? We should be embarrassed. 

Celebrate?? 

Celebrate???? 

Charities and government working collectively and collaboratively to end poverty. 

Childcare expenses can be enough to keep people out of the workforce. 

City Hall, along with the Province and the Feds all need to be congratulated for an excellent 

year of bringing us all closer to financial ruin as they continue to come up with creative and 

unique methods to extract more and more from us while providing us with blue rings, 

foreign made bridges and an endless stream of selfies to entertain us.  What is there to 

celebrate about Calgary and poverty? I suppose it would be that the sacred 1% are 

increasingly further from while the general population is dragged kicking and screaming 

deeper in debt by political parasites safely protected from the perils the rest of us face. 

Commend the efforts of Drop in Centre, Mustard Seed etc and all the people who volunteer to 

help. But its not enough. 

Communities help people in need 

Community support of those in need has always been strong amongst Calgarians.  We all help. 
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Community Supports such as the Food Bank and social services to help low income. The 10 year 

strategy to reduce poverty. 

Compared with most areas of the world, Calgary deals with poverty quite well. 

Create more employment and housing is affordable. 

Creating opportunities for the unemployed 

CUPS.  Impressive group 

Decrease credit risk and debt for low income people 

Disagree. Need living wage, need free health care and dental for all Albertans. Need more 

community resource centers and community workers who can support low income 

individuals or couples with no children (all resource centers in Calgary now only focus/serve 

families with young kids) Need more funding to agencies who support programs for low 

income rather than having all focus be "community-led/driven"....most times the 

"community" needs basic needs support and infrastructure that agencies provide 

don't see tons of homeless people 

Drop in center and the food bank. They should be working to go out of business though. All 

homeless should be accounted for and categorized. Those that can work, those that can go 

home (<18yo), mental health (proper programs), etc. Transitional housing for all and not 

just one night and your are out. 

Drop in centre 

Drop In centre is doing a great job. A lot of non-profit organization are helping. 

drop in housing,  Inn from the clod ( why are churches not allowed to be involved now?) 

Earning a living wage?  What does this really mean.  Are people entitled to a "living" wage even 

though they have neither the skills not the interest in working to better themselves.  My 

position is that they are not. In my day, we worked our way out of poverty and to go the 

"entitled" way simply was not on. The more that is handed out - the more a population 

becomes dependent on government handouts and the less self sufficient they become.  If a 

living wage is $X, there will be an outcry for an increase to $Y.    How do you lessen the 

credit/debt held by individuals when the central bank rate is .5% and credit is made so easy 

by all of the banks (backed by the government).  Those choosing to live above their means, 
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and it is a choice, are now clamoring (along with the do-gooders) that the gov't should 

subsidize their bad choices.  Nonsense.  Ironic - transfer money from AB is enabling QC to 

maintain its $5 a day childcare.  People wanting kids should be prepared to raise them on 

their own and not be continually looking for subsidies from the gov't. 

Encourage and create more opportunities to earn a living. 

enough for all strategy 

Excellent support at the drop in Centre 

Except for the Calgary Food Bank, Mustard Seed and other non-profit, non-governmental 

agencies, there is little to celebrate.  Seniors are becoming  financially unable to cope with 

constantly rising prices, especially when it comes to food.  With the proposed Carbon Tax, 

disposable income will be reduced even further. 

Fair Calgary 

Fair Entry Program by the City 

Fantastic not for profits in the City making a difference in the lives of others. 

Finally regulating the cheque cashing services that further trap the low-income in a debt and 

poverty cycle. 

Food Bank, Mustard Seed, etc get good support. Quality of child care at a reasonable price is a 

huge challenge. 

Food banks  Homeless shelter when needed a place to stay 

foodbank/inn from the cold 

For the savvy, many agencies offer excellent support. 

Free market but it is being eroded fast by mismanagement and overspending by the City of 

Calgary 

Free services and entertainment help include all people. Would be good to have all day 

Kindergarten to get all kids off to a good start. 

Funding for non-profit organizations who work to alleviate poverty 

Generosity and volunteer spirit of majority of Calgarians towards poverty-related causes. 

Generosity of Calgarians. 
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Give those people a living wage as I know what it is to live on welfare and raise children. I did 

this this in the 60's & 70's . We did OK, living in Toronto at the tme. 

Good community services to help people in poverty 

Good not for profits to support marginalized people living in poverty. 

good number of non-profit agencies tackling it 

Good progress in addressing the infrastructure that can reduce poverty. 

Good question. 

Good services for low income seniors. 

Good support agencies, but not enough resources 

Good support for unemployed workers. Support for homeless calgarians 

Great employment programs however not a benefit for the single mother that can't afford 

childcare that costs all ones income per month leaving them to resort to illegal dayhomes. 

great gains are being made- Momentum and the Provincial gov't and Pay day lending, The City's 

Fair Fare entry program, the Affordable Housing Taskforce, and the Financial Futures 

collaborative focused on building financial assets.  Not sure how we can address affordable 

child care without other orders of gov't, but this would have the most immediate impact on 

those struggling with poverty. 

Great non-profits doing yeoman work such as Drop-in Centre, Mustard Seed, Inn from the Cold, 

Interfaith Food Bank, etc. 

Great nonprofits that assist in this area on small amounts of resources 

Great support networks like the Food Bank and Mustard Seed 

Having a place to live is essential for folks experiencing homelessness to transition out of that 

lifestyle (or be more comfortable in it). I hear of more and more initiatives in this city 

providing permanent residences for people. Great work! 

Healthy economy raises everyone's opportunities 

Here we go again- celebrate poverty?? I don't understand the question. 

High wages! The oil industry is known for high wages.  That is a good thing.  Discourage low 

wage employment in Calgary.  Do not allow the importation of cheap labour in the form of 

TFWs. 
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Homeless Foundation and Housing First 

house is a big issue 

How do you celebrate poverty? 

How on earth does someone support poverty?    We live in a country where poverty is mostly, 

but not totally, a matter of 'less than', not starvation. 

htryasdhguyfcgvbnn y 

I am not aware of how Calgary handles those impoverished people, other than there are 

facilities like the mustard seed and downtown multi level drop in center for them. 

I am offended that we would celebrate anything that has to be about poverty. In our country to 

find hungry homeless people is one of the worst records that we have. NO one should be 

proud of the work today--rather we need to realize that this issue is a very old topic in every 

large city. I can not believe that we are having any talks with  very affluential PRIVATE   

individuals about an new multi billion sports facilty but no earth shaking news from the city 

or these other humans to take that money to provide the same dollar value in the long run 

to take care of our city citizens that everyone seems to be concerned about.So TALK all we 

want about mental health concerns and terrorism/violence or the kids that are in danger in 

there homes and on the street. Keep talking - God forbid we would put our money where 

the mouth is!! 

I am proud of what our city offers when it comes to Poverty. I have an uncle who has 

experienced the cycle of poverty within the city and I am so thankful for all of the services 

and opportunities that he has been given. I am sure that without them he would not be 

here today. 

I believe this to be a multi tiered issue.  If you increase the opportunities to earn a living wage 

and build financial assets, that allows people to earn an income however if housing or 

transportation is also an issue it may hinder the ability to work.  There is a concern for those 

who are doing everything they can to stay afloat however barley managing to put food on 

the table. 

I believe we have a relatively low homeless rate but our poverty level needs to lower 
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I believe we have very good resources for the most desperately poor, the homeless. It's the 

working poor that I feel need the most help 

I believe we should celebrate the number of volunteers and nonprofit organizations who are 

dedicated and committed to helping the less fortunate.  We are a city of citizens who are 

quite happy to roll up their sleeves and work on problems.  I do think, however, that there 

are far too many nonprofit organizations that are working on similar problems or issues.  I 

understand there are over 8,000 registered charities in the City of Calgary.  My perspective 

is we often only deal with symptoms, and do not work well in collaboratively tackling and 

solving social problems. 

I don't know enough about this area to comment. 

I don't know. 

I don't think there is anything to celebrate when it comes to poverty. Too many Calgarians live 

in poverty. 

I don't think we have much to celebrate. We have been making very small, very slow progress 

in terms of creating things like  more affordable housing, but on an individual organizational 

level, not on a municipal one.   The province provides a very minimal amount of financial 

support through AISH for our most vulnerable population, but the cost of living in Calgary is 

so high, that most of these folks and those who make minimum wage have to make very 

tough choices on a daily basis--food or rent? electricity or phone? nutritious food or 

whatever I can scrounge from the foodbank to fill the hole? dentist or medication? daycare 

or adequate housing? school fees or clothes that fit my kids? 

I really think all the above are important and the last 4 lead to the first one. 

I see many more homeless people on streets late, esp so in the NE, some walk out into traffic 

looking for donations, I worry for their safety. 

I see more and more homeless people. this multiplied by accessibility of drugs (incl. 

recreational) resulted in higher number of crime acts around the city. 

I think that option and increased affordable housing options are most important. It's important 

to both have a job and a home. A job to provide for the home, and a home to provide for 

getting a job. 
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I think the City does try and help.  There are wonderful people working at the Drop-In Centre, 

Food Bank, Inn from the Cold and other agencies. 

I think the work to end homelessness and raise awareness of the challenges our homeless 

population face has been innovative and respectful of the individuals. 

I work with many high school youth who live on their own, work one (or more jobs) and still 

attempt to finish high school. . . It blows me away that they have the resiliency to do this.  

Poverty is such a multi-faceted issue that I am not sure where the priority should be 

focused.   But young people-high school youth-are not all cut from the same cloth and can 

not all succeed in mainstream traditional schools (with mandatory classes and deadlines; it 

leads to a drop out/suspension). If we want to address poverty we have to be flexible to 

breaking down the barriers that keep the cycle of poverty going.  I think providing flexible 

educational programs to youth is only one way--but I have seen its success.  Discovering 

Choices High School (CBE) is one such school that really does make a difference (food, bus 

passes, flexible schedule, counselors, addiction support, partnerships with amazing 

agencies). I think we need to celebrate agencies and partnerships that work at breaking 

down barriers for people!  There are a lot of really amazing people out there doing 

incredible work. 

I'm glad that we seem to be taking a 'housing-first' approach. 

I'm not aware that as a city we've done anything unique to address poverty. 

I'm not aware we're doing anything especially good or unique to deal with issue 

I'm not sure... I believe we have too many homeless people and we need to help them better. 

Important for people to be able to earn a living as instills a sense of pride in all areas of one's 

life. 

increased commitment to low cost housing - the wonderful new DI transitional housing units!!! 

Increasing focus on community-based and integrated approaches to tackling poverty. 

Increasing number of businesses that pay a living wage 

Individuals and organizations like the drop in centre and the doorway project working hard to 

provide services and support to this segment of our community. 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 585 

Inn from the Cold and other initiatives like the Alex, Food Bank, Calgary Housing that already 

have a positive impact on the lives of most vulnerable  Calgarians. 

Inn From the Cold, other private, community and public housing options. 

It can be difficult to find good employment in Calgary if you don't know anyone. 

It seems there aren't too much has homeless and that social programs help some immensely 

it's getting better 

I've been a long time volunteer at the Mustard Seed and it's always great to hear of the 

successes of the less fortunate and the support they receive from the city. 

I've been fortunate to have been affiliated with organizations that support the city's homeless, 

like HIllhurst United Church and Inn from the Cold.  Continuing and expanding outreach 

programs remains important, but offering support, encouragement, and services is equally 

important. 

James McAra and the Food Bank. 

job opportunities are available (not withstanding the current slump) 

Keeping it a top priority 

Kidsport & Jumpstart! 

Less homeless than for example San francisco 

Living wage policies becoming more widely adopted lead by City Hall.  Still work to be done, by 

all levels of government. 

Living wage....what is that? 

lots of agencies to help and food bank 

Lots of earnest folks trying to help 

lots of efforts to make change 

lots of non profits trying to help 

Lots of people care about poverty, and that is worth celebrating  However, what we have is a 

lot of talk, and a lot of somebody should do something.  We would be far better off 

examining the barriers that the poor experience and changing policies to remove those 

barriers.    To take an example.  Urban Chickens, are all the rage in some cities.  If you are a 

poor person, and choose to have chickens (assuming the bi-laws permitted this)you would 
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not be allowed to supplement your income by selling the eggs and meat, let alone the 

composted manure.  If a poor person tried this, there would be a very long list of laws they 

would be in violation of, all of which would be justified by "public health" concerns.  The 

irony is that the quality of the product would most likely be higher than the quality available 

right now in Calgary 

Lots of people working on this with passion 

Lots of support organizations with plenty of volunteers. 

Lots of supports, lots of opportunities to pull yourself up out of poverty, you just have to be 

willing to work for it. 

Love the support the Calgary is giving to organizations working to end homelessness. 

Lovely shelters 

Lowest poverty in Canada. 

Make Secondary Suites legal in every neighbourhood.  More inventory will help alleviate 

poverty.  The poor are better off in Calgary than almost every other place on the planet. 

making progress with the housing initiatives unfortunately more homeless staked out on 8th 

avenue SW 

Mandatory drug testing for all social assistance programs. 

many  successful figures, less poverty 

Many available grassroots organizations and groups to help people find the skills to pull 

themselves out such as Momentum programs and community kitchens. These address 

some of the roots of the problems (financial illiteracy and lack of knowledge) and allow 

necessary skill development. 

Many Calgarians live in poverty and that has not become any better with the current economic 

situation. I think this is, again a multi-faceted strategy and it is hard to prioritize. I think 

student debt is one the main reasons why young, new grads are living below the poverty 

line. Even myself, as an employed Calgarian, have a hard time staying afloat with the 

amount of debt I owe. I think we can celebrate some of the social services we have, but I do 

not think it is appropriate to celebrate anything in Calgary with poverty like we have. 

many facilities and volunteers 
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Many folks are in the middle class but its hard to celebrate when you know how many families 

(and children specifically) continue to live bellow the poverty line. 

Many have lost their jobs due to the downturn and fires up north. We need to be there in ways 

other than financial to help them. 

Many non-profits that are helping this community. Mustard Seed, Drop-In, Inn From the Cold, 

etc. 

many organization are trying to eliminate poverty and help low-income people. 

Many people are open to discussions re: solutions/ideas 

Many social programs and agencies aimed at facilitating change within the populations most at 

risk of experiencing poverty and marginalization. 

Many volunteers to provide some help 

Meaningful work and appropriately paid. 

Minimum wage is going up which I think is great 

minimum wage should be $15 - even that would be hard to live a quality life on 

Momentum, Immigrant Access Fund and other excellent community organizations. 

more Calgarians looking for jobs set up a job market for them 

Most communities very habitable even with marginalized populations 

mustard seed 

Mustard Seed, Food Bank, charitable giving 

Mustard Seed, Inn from the Cold, Calgary Drop-In Centre, The Alex, Food Bank are a few of the 

services to help our poor. 

My primary concern here is children.  I continue to believe that in a country and city like ours, 

children should have enough food to eat, should not go to school hungry ... our future 

depends on children succeeding, children learning, children having basic building blocks. 

NA 

NDP provincial government focused on diversifying the economy and increasing the minimum 

wage. 

Need more affordable housing!! 

New municipal and provincial payday loan regulations 
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New Payday Lending rules -- both municipal and provincial. 

No celebration  in poverty. 

No comment 

No comments 

No comments! 

no idea 

Non profit agencies missions to share the message of homelessness awareness 

non-profits 

not a lot compared to other places 

Not as bad as Toronto 

Not for profit organizations working on poverty reduction 

not much other than we have sufficient resources to feed those that need it. 

Not much.  We are a very wealthy and privileged city that recognizes we have a serious poverty 

issue.  For the past many years we have invested in something called the Calgary Poverty 

Reduction Plan which was rolled out as "Enough for All" a year ago.  The City has stepped 

away from its responsibility for implementing that plan and the measures introduced to 

date seem to be a lot of talk with minimal action.  Though people need a myriad of social 

supports and benefit from most of the programs being offered within the scope of this plan, 

the rate of poverty is not decreasing.  What will make a significant impact?  More income!  

The City needs to advocate with the province to increase social assistance rates and work 

toward a guaranteed income for all.  But it could do it's bit right now by adopting a living 

wage for its workers and encouraging its partners and all employers to do the same.    I am 

ashamed that we have invested so much into talking about this problem and done so little. 

Not much. People are still poor, the costs of everything go up all the time, and the city wastes 

money on make work projects and other stupid things, ie, giant hoopla hoop in the north 

west makes no sense to anyone who has ever seen it. 

Not much. Too much poverty in a city with much wealth. 

Not sure 
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Not sure, but will say that I think we need to work on all of the options stated above, not one 

over the other necessarily. 

Not very obvious 

Nothing 

Nothing 

nothing 

Nothing to celebrate. 

Nothing to report. 

Nothing until we end poverty. 

Nothing!  All the stupid ideas about helping the poor (I don't include the mentally incompetent 

in this diatribe - they do require more support than we currently give) boil down to basically 

one thing - get more jobs going!  Its all about the jobs, which is all about the money, which 

is all about encouraging business. Social ideas may be nice, but in this world are totally a 

waste of resources.  Only when the business sector is doing well, do the rest of us do well!      

So, it all boils down to encouraging, supporting, and fully falling into line with developing 

business to help the poor (like my son who was laid off last year, from the oil services 

sector).  Get the pipelines Built, damn it! 

Nothing, Calgary all but ignores the issue. The food banks are at their limits, and Calgary wastes 

money on a bid for the Olympics 

Nothing, I feel that the numbers of impoverish residents is becoming higher each year I 

complete this survey. 

Nothing, its a mess 

Nothing, stop trying to compete with the Jones' 

Nothing. 

Nothing. 

Nothing. 

Nothing.  Who celebrates being poor? 
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Nothing. The poor are helping the poor as much as they can. City Council is doing a horrible job 

working FOR the city. Citizens are taxed and disrespected more each year. City Hall 

employees fail at their jobs yet continue to enjoy absurdly high wages. 

Nothing. To many homeless 

number of support charities that exist here 

Opportunities exist 

Opportunities exist to escaped poverty 

Organisations that work with the poor/homeless are doing a great job, but it's a drop on a hot 

plate. 

organizations like Mustard Seed,  which  "grow" people and  teach how to  fish. Organizations 

who  build  individual's  sustainability vs.  dependence on the system. 

Organizations really care. 

Organizations such as the United Way and the Calgary Foundation are developing strategies to 

reduce properties rant than simply operating in reactive mode. 

Organizations that are trying to support the less fortunate in our City, such as the Drop In 

Centre, Inn from the Cold etc. 

Our boom and bust economy continues to be a challenge for many who are already on the 

margins and experiencing homelessness. 

Our efforts to decrease credit risk adn debt for low income Calgarians 

our giving attitude - personal financial support we provide to others 

Our huge network of support 

our level of poverty is very low compared to many other cities in the world 

Our mayor realizes this is a big problem for the city and so does United Way. I fear this problem 

will get worse before it gets better so I think we need to work together and get ahead of 

this. 

our Poverty Reduction Plan and that we have leaders who are getting things done. 

our welfare system. 

Overall we're still pretty fortunate here and agencies such as Inn from the Cold, Homeless Fdn, 

Mustard Seed, CUPS are doing terrific work. 
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Pan-handling! 

People care. I really think people here care about poverty even if they do not fully understand it 

or know much about it. 

People in Alberta are delusional when it comes to financial management in general. This is 

because of the violent swings between the "Boom" and the "bust". During boom time, you 

don't even have to try to make money and you can earn a very decent living. During a bust, 

everybody goes down.  The debt rate in this province is off the charts.  Why? Because of the 

failure of the province to take initiative in diversifying the economy. In other words, the 

governments here are LAZY. It's easier to just rely on income from natural resources than to 

innovate a manufacturing hub or a technology sector. What a waste.  Start diversifying the 

economy. 

People living in poverty have a better chance of success than in other countries 

people with jobs still need an affordable home to live in. 

Places like the Calgary Public Library that keep growing and adding programs/supports that are 

inclusive, including efforts to be accessible and welcoming to vulnerable street living 

people. 

Positive initiatives like the drop in center.  I believe that although positive having prime core 

real estate dedicated to homeless and high risk population does little to "clean up" the core 

and make down town Calgary appealing to families. Some other similarly or larger sized 

cities seem to do a better job at encouraging the community as a whole to spend time, and 

therefore money, down town. 

Poverty and celebration don't seem to go together, 

Poverty is a huge and very complicated issue. We should celebrate to collaborative approach 

that is being taken across the City with the agencies working in that sector. 

Poverty is a significant issue, but there is a cadre of dedicated organizations making significant 

inroads in Calgary by providing housing with support services, including opportunities to 

better prepare for and find work. 
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Poverty isn't something to celebrate. A lot more work is needed to get the Province to do its job 

in supporting low income Albertans, those on AISH, job creation and affordable education 

and training for young people. 

Poverty level is low. 

Poverty reduction coalition 

Poverty Reduction Initiative seems to be gaining some traction after too long 

Poverty reduction strategy 

Poverty should never be celebrated 

Poverty, especially what we are experiencing now, is tied to the lack of economic diversity in 

our city.  When one industry struggles, we see a sharp increase in poverty and a ripple 

effect on organizations that help people change their circumstances. 

Programs like increased minimum wage and affordable housing are good steps forward. City 

can embellish programs which offer free or subsidized family orientated recreation and 

transit. 

Programs that support help for the working poor and homeless (Mustard Seed, Drop In Center) 

and decrease the stigma of mental illness 

provide people with skills and they will become self-sufficient 

Quality of our droplets centre 

Really? 

Recent modest increase of affordable housing. 

recognition that structurally consolidating those living in poverty in any one community is a 

failed model that should be corrected and never repeated. 

Recreation opportunities including the city recreation department programmes, the library, the 

zoo, and all the parks and rivers. Kidsport. 

Resolve 

RESOLVE CALGARY 

ResolveYYC campaign provided it doesn't reinforce a cycle of "asking" for money to keep the 

buildings operating. 

right now things are probably getting worse vs. better so not sure it is a time for celebration 
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Seeing people live on the streets is not acceptable and shouldn't have become a normal 

occurance 

Services available to our poor, Mustard Seed, Salvation Army, fair transit fares, food banks, 

church groups 

Services has improved for low income people but still need to improve and increase resources 

available to help people get out of bad financial and life situations. The poverty here seems 

lower than some other cities though. 

Services which support the homeless are very present. There is an understanding that Calgary is 

an expensive city in which to live. 

Shelters like the DI offer 24 hour support and meals for those in need. 

Shocking that a city as affluent as Calgary has such large at risk population due to poverty! We 

seem to celebrate the food bank! 

Should celebrate more charity events and encourage them to work. 

social service agencies that are there to support low income albertans 

Social service assitance 

Social support network 

Social supports, like the Mustard Seed, Alex bus. Affordable housing is a goal to attain to. 

some good services like low-income bus passes 

Some good starts to CED approaches, e.g. Momentum, but not enough yet to create any 

system-level changes. 

Some great institutions for those under the poverty line. 

Some measures are being taken but not nearly enough 

some support available if you know where to find it and willing to navigate the system 

Support for the disadvantaged and impoverished is always top of mind here. 

Support of community through agencies such as food bank 

Support services 

supports for self-employment, sharing economy innovations 

That is a BIG QUESTION.  How do we provide help for those who choose to life on the street?  

How do we provide help to those who choose drugs etc. ? 
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That is a tough one. Not sure we should celebrate at all. I guess I am thankful for charities that 

provide breakfast and lunch programs for school kids. They need it. 

That is at the forefront of our minds in regards to policy change. 

That it's reasonably low considering the population of Calgary 

That law makers and corporations are committed to reducing the root causes of poverty. 

That social services do exist and do help some of those in need. However, there are many 

hoops to jump through to access it. 

That the recession is still young 

That there are services for needs in our city. 

That there are some amazing people who lend a hand & help those in need - nothing to do with 

the government - they just can't spend or give our money away fast enough because they 

know there is more where that came from 

That there is a well established network of agencies and non profit sector in Calgary that works 

together to provide needed social services for the underserved population in Calgary. 

That there is so little of it. 

That we are by and large able to offer assistance and supports to those in need. 

That we are continuing to work on solving this problem. 

That we do a homeless count every so often and understand how many people are effected. 

And that we do have great support systems in Calgary in the east end of downtown. 

That we have some wonderful charities providing frontline and second line assistance to those 

in dire need. 

That we make an effort to help those in need. 

that we're working on it... 

That when there is a crisis there is a great response to fundraising 

That's a stupid Q, you don't celebrate poverty 

The "Enough For all" strategy has, within some circles created discussions about options to deal 

with poverty. 

The Alberta poverty reduction initiative has a good strategy and plan. More social service 

agencies should follow it. 
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The amazing efforts of organizations such as the seed, the Salvation Army, YWCA, inn from the 

cold, etc. do so much towards alleviating the difficult encountered by the poor 

The amount of house shelters and people who volunteer at food banks and such. 

The anti-poverty initiative, and the Resolve campaign 

The basis for reducing poverty seems to be obtaining affordable and safe housing.  A stable 

housing situation is the foundation for finding employment.  With employment, 

opportunities for reducing poverty can arise.  The construction of the 1010 Centre is a good 

start. Other programs to secure affordable housing should be celebrated. 

The Calgary Drop-In Centre is a first class facility and used by many who need it. 

The Calgary Food Bank! 

The city and province do not lead by example.  They are not providing policy and legislative 

changes that impact the everyday Calgarian.  The asset stripping policies of having to prove 

you are 'poor' rather than having access to supports and preventative means to avoid 

spiraling into long term crisis must change.  As you get out of the 'hole' it should not be that 

everything is immediately clawed back.  For an affluent city (generally) we have too many 

children living in poverty and families turning to the Food Bank. 

The city is so expensive 

The community as a whole still views this issue as a shared responsibility and is will to help out. 

the cost of living in Calgary is really high, and when you look at the average wage in this city it 

doesn't add up.  Everyone thinks that everyone in calgary is making $100k plus and that's 

just not that case.  We have far too many people working really hard to make a living here 

that just can't do it. 

The dedication, passion, and experience of our network of social organizations is superb. And 

we have a high participation in volunteerism. We care about our community, and we're 

looking to personally make a difference. 

The DI does an excellent job of providing a wrap around service for those with the discipline 

and desire to move up and out from a homeless situation. 

The Drop In Center is really extensive and our CUPS is amazing. We care. It's obvious 

The drop in centre.  No real opinion otherwise 
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The drop-in centre & Mustard seed etc 

The Drop-in-centre and the Mustard Seed serve the needy.  Could use more information and 

education to help with wise choice with life skill. 

The effort to provide housing for the homeless should be commended. 

The efforts of selective agencies 

The encouragement of job creation, Jobs are the most important social programs we can have. 

People need to work, not get constant hand-outs. 

The excellent work done by organizations, like The Mustard Seed, that actually care about 

feeding,clothing and housing those that really need assistance 

the first question does not make sense as to the rating that we are to provide. Our property 

rate needs to improve. 

The Genesis Centre is a great first step to what a triage system could look like in all of our 

communities.  We then need to communicate it and invite everyone to take part. 

The good work agencies such as the CHF are doing to address homelessness and other 

offshoots of poverty.  Calgary is a leading city in Canada when it comes to ending 

homelessness. 

The great nonprofits that support low-income and/or homeless Calgarians. 

The great work of the 10 year plan to end homelessness. 

the hard working service agencies that do exist, who provide support, hope and a life line 

The homeless issue in Calgary is the absolute worst that it has ever been. Go walk down 4th 

street in Mission any day of the week and you are guaranteed to be harassed for money on 

every street corner. Homeless people are becoming more aggressive. They don't take no for 

an answer. Since the temperatures have been unusually warm this year they have been out 

since March. As a female I do not feel safe walking alone in Mission. There is zero police 

presence in this area! 

The housing first model is showing significant promise. Hopefully it is maintained and 

expanded. 

The human spirit. 

The low income transit pass helps incredibly. 
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The many NGOs who work tirelessly to help those in this situation 

The many not for profit and charitable organizations that contribute to support poverty 

The many services provided for people in need 

the many volunteer agencies who work towards supporting those citizens who have been 

marginalized 

The more I get to know this city, the more economically-divided it seems to me. Kudos to 

Vibrant Calgary and others who are helping to make things better. 

The Mustard Seed is doing a wonderful job doing this. 

The network of supporting non-profits that are working on this issue. 

The new provincial legislation around payday loans is worth celebrating, as are initiatives by 

groups like First Calgary Financial to reduce barriers to banking with microloans and other 

strategies. The continued commitment to Calgary’s Plan to End Homelessness is heartening. 

The NGOs that do great work already including Habitat for Humanity, Calgary Dream Centre, 

The Drop In Centre, etc. 

The not for profit sector is leading the city in collaborative efforts to make real change with 

people that are struggling with poverty. And we are working together to care for people and 

give them and all of us a place to belong! 

The number of non-profit organizations in Calgary working with/on poverty, The coming 

together of builders/agencies for the Resolve campaign. 

The number of passionate people and organizations committing to lifting Calgarians out of 

poverty by linking them to good jobs, safe housing, and healthy relationships. 

The only piece I can think to celebrate is the community support through philanthropic efforts 

and volunteerism. 

The only thing we have to celebrate is that we have a municipal poverty reduction strategy with 

ambitious goals. We also have the highest income disparity in the country and our oil 

companies pay the lowest royalty rates in the world. So many things could be more 

equitable if Alberta's revenue was where it should be, including the amount of provincial 

revenue that gets invested in municipalities. 

The organizations on the ground helping are wonderful. 
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The poor are helped, not simply rejected. 

The Poverty Reduction summit and the efforts of various groups including the United Way, the 

city of Calgary, and the not for profit sector have been helpful in "shining a light" on the 

issue of poverty in the city. 

The programs and services that we have are a good start but  we still have too many people on 

the streets and panhandling on street corners 

The registered charitable organizations that are in place for the less vulnerable in our 

community. 

The Resolve Campaign to end homelessness, which is increasing the inventory of affordable 

housing in the community. 

The Resolve Project, the Drop In Centre, Mustard Seed, Homeless Foundation, Alpha House and 

other agencies are doing an amazing job trying to reduce homelessness and provide support 

for those in poverty. 

The rich and poor gap is largely ignored but more prevalent than appears 

The service providers work very hard to meet the needs of the homeless citizens 

The severe economic downturn has seriously affected many people, and I feel for them. If 

there's anything to celebrate it's that Calgary has handled the situation fairly well. And yet, 

more supports such as affordable housing, food banks, skill re-training, etc. are necessary. 

The ten year plan to eliminate homelessness. 

The United Way Financial Empowerment Collaborative is doing great work in bringing partners 

together to handle issues of poverty as a community. 

The valiant single mothers living on social assistance who against all odds and by denying 

themselves manage to provide for their children. 

The will to change things. 

The Women's Centre The Drop-in Centre The Mustard Seed ... and many more agencies trying 

so hard to eradicate poverty. 

the work of CUPS, CanLearn Society, and other non-profits in this sector 

The work of not-for-profits focused on moving people out of poverty on a sustainable basis. 

The work on Pay Day loans..... 
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The work that VCC and partners are doing on the Enough for All strategy. 

Their isn't a lot of poverty. I think the fact that we have places to house the poor is really great. 

There are a lot of really good people in Calgary with golden hearts who are trying their best to 

help. 

There are a lot of ways for a struggling family or needy people to get help in this city however 

with the economic downturn we are experiencing these programs are likely exhausted. 

Getting people off the streets and giving them the means to get back on their feet will make 

a significant difference. 

There are a number of wonderful agencies in the city, connected through the United Way. 

Support easier access!! 

There are affordable housing and recreation opportunities for families. 

there are agencies and food bank that can help 

There are also a lot of rich people (some deservedly so)! 

There are excellent, informative offerings once people get into a financial mess to help them 

get out of it. However, wouldn't it be nice if there were more opportunities to find out how 

to do things the right way in the first place? Would save time rebuilding lives and marriages. 

There are institutions that care for the homeless 

There are lots of organizations that seem to work well together to help support our poorer 

neighbours. 

There are lots of resources available 

There are many agencies in Calgary addressing poverty such as the United Way, Momentum, 

etc.   Participation in these efforts by the City is supportive. 

There are many agencies that help those in poverty. 

There are many great services in town, but it would be great if there could be better 

coordination and promotion...I believe City Hall is trying to improve this (but I could be 

wrong...) 

There are many organizations in Calgary that care for the homeless and poor. They do a great 

job! But without affordable housing the homeless and poor are locked into an endless 

plight. 
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There are many organizations to help the homeless. Well done to these charities. 

There are many organizations with people who are trying to help reduce poverty.  It's great to 

hear about organizations trying to reuse old buildings that would otherwise sit empty, for 

example. 

There are many places to stay for the homeless. 

There are many places where less able people can get food and housing even if they are not 

probably great places to stay. 

There are many programs that are available for individuals - Inn from the Cold, Drop in Centre, 

Mustard Seed, Centre of Hope, etc. however we still have too many people in the "working 

poor" group. 

There are many volunteer agencies and amazing volunteers and donors working hard to change 

the cycle. 

There are numerous agencies that work to support vulnerable people in Calgary. 

There are people in Calgary that appreciate and understand how valuable each human being is 

and work toward helping others to understand that too. 

There are quite a few social programs for low income families 

There are quite a number of non-profits that make it their life's work to prevent or eradicate 

poverty. 

There are some amazing support services in place.  ie. the Calgary Drop In Centre; the Mustard 

Seed; Inn From the Cold. 

There are some great individuals doing good work to support those living in poverty. 

there are some great resources that help people transition back into the workforce 

There are some high profile giving locations. Calgarians when called upon are generous. 

There are some very good social services available.  Affordable Housing program is excellent. 

There aren't poor houses.  (Look it up - I don't mean there aren't poorly built houses, there are.) 

There continue to be good social services in Calgary and the people of this city tend to band 

together to help each other. 

There is a continuing focus on the issue of poverty. 
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There is a great deal of poverty and not a great deal to celebrate.  People MUST have homes, 

particularly those who are homeless.  Once provided with a stable and affordable home, 

most homeless people become productive members of our community.  Those who live on 

very low incomes must not be ghettoized and must be scattered throughout our 

communities. 

There is a pretty good network here for a city. 

There is a support system for poor people.  The problem here is the large gap between the rich 

and poor. 

There is growing interest in improving the minimum wage to a living level. 

There is help for those who reach out. 

There is not enough being done to reduce poverty in the city.  All the plans and strategies that 

are developed do not pan out for those who live in poverty 

There is nothing to celebrate when it comes to poverty. Many organizations which seek to 

assist those living in poverty are struggling to provide services. These organizations should 

be commended. 

There is poverty in all cities of the country.  I think Calgary is no different than a lot of other 

cities, we do what we can and continue to try to help as many as possible. 

There is relatively little poverty in Calgary and there are a lot of government and non-

government supports for people in financial difficulty. 

There seems to be a lot of people who are trying their best to help 

there seems to finally be a movement towards collaboration to succeed in beating this for our 

citizens 

There tends to be less people in extreme poverty. 

there's nothing to celebrate. homeless people have few options 

there's still some people who ask for money on the street but there are not many 

THis is a great city if you have money - not so if you don't have the advantages in life 

This is a tough one.  I suppose the increase in affordable housing (eg. Attainable Homes) is 

making a slight dent in this.  Improved access to the Fair Entry program is another important 

improvement. 
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This is difficult to answer, particularly due to tightening purse strings. In my experience, 

individuals have faced increased challenges and barriers to transition out of poverty. 

This one is tough, because of the many reasons there is poverty and people on the street. We 

have lots of places for them to go and get assistants, just a tough thing for me to remark on. 

This question was a hard to to choose only one item for as they all fit together. If you don't 

make enough to earn a living wage and build financial assets, you probably are housing at 

an affordable cost.  In order to transition into the workforce, you need to be dressed 

properly and have the skills needed for the position. If you do not have affordable daycare 

available at a price you can afford, you are likely going to be unemployed - and with that 

comes a lack of housing that you can afford. Decreasing credit risk and debt for low-income 

Calgarians means that they will be able to get ahead financially - as long as they earn a living 

wage and affordable housing. 

Those working and volunteering in the social services areas, especially with the poor and 

homeless. 

Tim Richter's tireless efforts to help stop homelessness. 

Transferring funds to support social agencies and their staff in the Poverty Industry should be 

closely investigated.  Why continue paying huge amounts to keep the industry viable? 

Tremendous assistance to homeless 

Until everyone has a living wage or a place to live Calgary has nothing to celebrate.  Take a page 

out of Medicine Hat. 

Until this serious downturn, the job market has been strong.  The best way to eliminate poverty 

is to focus on a healthy job market. 

Until we eliminate poverty I don't think we can celebrate it We can celebrate all of the 

community partners that provide supplies to familes in need 

Variety of neighborhoods that support introduction of low cost housing.  This "prevents" only a 

few neighborhoods containing all of low cost housing, thus creating a kind-of ghetto 

VCC - poverty reductions strategy 

VCC is doing a great job increasing awareness about poverty - root causes and tactics to reduce 

poverty.  Much  more work must be done -  We have such a great divide between the have's 
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and the have lesses and the have not's… need to reduce the significant barriers to those 

who want to get out of poverty 

Very few (visible) homeless. 

Very good standard of living here, with lots of civic supports available 

Very little .. its getting worse because of massive job losses having a trickle down effect on the 

economy. 

Vibrant communities calgary, living wage initiatives 

We always stand as one, willing to support and help poverty alleviation in the city. I love the 

city for that. 

We are creating generations of poor families by giving support instead of teaching them how to 

support themselves. 

We are lucky to have such a highly skilled workforce in this city, that brings very good salaries 

with it. 

We are not a poor, poverty stricken city. 

We are not as bad as Bangladesh 

We are one of the most generous and giving of people anywhere in the world, as long as we 

keep it out of our neighbourhoods.... We need to open not just our wallets and our time but 

our hearts and be a bit more understanding and loving of those who have not had our 

opportunities 

We are over doing the emphasis on homelessness. We will never eliminate it. They better we 

provide for them the more are attracted form other parts of the country. 

We are paying attention but still.... 

We are working on a plan to end homelessness. 

We are working on this issue, but more needs to be done. 

We can celebrate the fact we have a Poverty Reduction Initaitive, Enough for All, but we need 

to be deliberate and focused on getting it implemented. 

We continue to provide assistance to those who truly need it Encourage people to WORK at 

whatever level they can and if possible to encourage those not working to participate in 

keeping our city clean and supportive others in their community in a positive sense 
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We do have a lot of resources  Food banks and churches that are willing to help 

We don't have horrible ghettos like other cities or homeless people sleeping everywhere 

We don't have the slums they have in other large cities 

We give and support efforts 

We have a fairly good infrastructure, but the number of homeless seems to be growing every 

year. 

We have a good network of NPOs doing their best to support low income Calgarians. Food 

Bank, Fair Access Program - City of Calgary, Housing programs, Neighborlink. Women in 

Need. 

We have a homeless shelter and a food bank. Also, many programs in the city have donation 

boxes so Calgarians are always helping out when we can 

We have a large workforce and had a great economy.  We have a great base of volunteers.  

Keep taxes small and support charitable organizations that can help the poor.  Introduce 

work ethic into the public school curriculum. 

We have a lot of low income housing.  But affluent neighbourhoods should take some 

responsibility for housing in their neighbourhoods too.  Not just certain areas of the city. 

We have a number of outstanding social agencies that are willing to alleviate poverty in the 

City. 

We have a strategy and are working on the issue. 

We have a strategy in place (Enough for All) and lots of work is being done collaboratively to 

address poverty in our city. 

We have a wonderful Drop In Centre, and great organizations to help people get back on their 

feet 

We have a young relatively well educated workforce 

We have amazing organizations and volunteers who give 500% everyday to ensure that 

everyone is cared for!   The generous support of Calgarians is a wonder every day! 

We have an affordable transportation system, many places like Bow Valley College or MRU for 

learning skills, and jobs everywhere whether for the city, corporations, or non-profit 

organizations like the library. 
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We have effective programs in place 

WE have failed I don't believe we should celebrate. There are more homeless and vulnerable 

people than ever, but we have really nice ornamental designs for bridges and lights. Way to 

go!!! Good way to show you care to people who are living in the streets and have nothing. 

We have great organizations who are solely focused on helping our homeless population. 

we have great services for poor 

We have less poverty than most large north american cities. 

We have lots of caring and generous people and volunteers. 

We have lots of it. 

we have many agencies doing great work - we need to support organizations like the Alex with 

the dental bus.   We also need to stop and "see" homeless people as people living in our 

community.  This can be difficult when there are competing considerations - the wish to be 

compassionate and provide people dignity while at the same time there is a small 

population of homeless that create a fear for one's personal safety. 

We have many amazing organizations that help support those living in poverty, but they are 

terribly underfunded. 

We have many charitable organizations which help and "IN from the Cold " to give shelter at 

inclement times.   FOOD BANKS and best of all programs to teach them to become self 

sufficent. 

We have many local agencies contributing toward improving live for citizens that do not have 

enough. 

we have many services to help them 

We have many services to support those who are financially disadvantaged - need to make the 

city more affordable to live in for everyone, including housing, food and childcare. 

we have programs in place to help people with disabilities and the elderly 

We have reasonable supports for our homeless citizens and there are many people who are the 

working-homeless that should never have to suffer this indignity. I think that Canada needs 

to support a Basic Income for all populations, http://www.thinkupstream.net/ 

We have several solid NGOs that deal with poverty 
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We have some but are fixing it very slowly. 

We have some excellent leaders in our current government who are working to decrease the 

inequity in this city. They know the issues and are interested in supporting solutions so that 

everyone has the opportunity to have a good quality of life. 

We have some excellent organizations whose purpose is to help disadvantaged people, such as 

the DI and Inn From the Cold. 

We have some great homeless shelters which we are now getting surrounded by high end 

condos and businesses.  What will happen to the shelters? 

We have some successes to celebrate but still a woeful amount of addicted homeless begging 

on Calgary streets as well as some unfortunate few that are engaged in criminal activities.  

How can we enlist underpass beggars & Stephen Avenue vagrants to engage in the 

workforce with meaningful work while overcoming their challenges? Closing Inn from the 

Cold at St Stephens makes downtown shelter a challenge and adds to their stress of getting 

through the day.  What else can be done and how can community, institutions, police and 

mental health assist better?  We need a clear roadmap to resolve this. 

we have the drop in centre, CUPS, Dream Centre. The city likes to talk about what they have for 

homeless and near homeless 

We have the Mustard Seed and Inn From The Cold and Drop in Centre for these people to go 

rather than a lot being on the streets. 

We have the mustard seed and places that do whatever they can to help out those in need of it. 

We have very well developed service organizations. 

We haven't had much poverty. But this might change with the declining economy 

We need to seriously explore the Guaranteed Living Allowance initiative. 

We pay attention to poverty, but there are many working poor who slip under our radar.  We 

need to do more about them. 

We seem to be making good decisions about housing for the homeless, but we need to be 

cognizant of the fact that many Calgarians have lost their jobs in the past year, so we have 

an entirely new focus of poverty related issues, with food bank and emergency service 

organizations (like St. Vincent de Paul etc)stretched to their limits. 
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We seem to be more aware about poverty, even though we could provide a lot more help. 

We should appreciate that poverty is not a reflection of a specific class or people; and can 

impact anyone regardless of their ability, passion and drive. 

We should be a place where there are lots of opportunities to move up and out of poverty. That 

means job availability, education and training, and social supports that enable people to 

improve their situation through work and education/training. 

We should celebrate all the individuals who take pity on the poor and continue to help them 

because our system is not doing enough to rehabilitate those living in the streets. 

We should celebrate the availability of many forms of employment but create incentives for un 

or under employed to take the jobs that are available. 

We should celebrate the work of Vibrate Communities Calgary and the Enough for All initiative. 

We should hang our heads in shame when it comes to people sleeping on the street, not by 

choice, but because the overworked shelters have run out of room.  And the above 

question...all of this is a screaming A+ priority. 

We should not be celebrating poverty we should end it and not have to talk or think about it. 

We should not celebrate poverty. 

We should provide more education about credit and debts. 

We shouldn't celebrate poverty... 

We're trying... 

We're working on it. 

We've recognized that it's an ongoing problem... When you have to choose between paying 

your electricity bill or buying groceries- we're not doing enough to support the more 

marginalized members of our city 

what do we have to celebrate-- our poverty level? 

What does that first answer mean? To my mind, it means that we need to change out our 

provincial government and restore confidence in all businesses to invest in Alberta and 

Calgary. All pour current government is doing is increasing spending, increasing taxes of all 

sorts, driving out investment from the province and pursuing unrealistic impractical 

ideological goals. Until they are gone, Calgary will hang on by a thread. 
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what is there to celebrate about poverty?!  hey CHF, how is the 10 year plan coming.. 

What should be celebrated about Calgary is that services do exist to address poverty but more 

effort is needed to address this challenge more effectively. 

What! celebrate the fact that more citizens have become poor due to the economic down turn 

What's to celebrate about poverty?  Such a rich city and province should be ashamed of the 

divergence of wage incomes between those at the top and those at the bottom.    Why 

shouldn't service workers and those working in the public sector make a decent living wage 

with a defined pension benefit?  Would increase local spending and enhance the local 

economy.    Don't like the increasing haves / have nots and the sense that charity is the way 

to "fix" things. 

when it comes to poverty, we will buy other house. 

Where is the safety net in Calgary? People talk about AISH like its a godsend. If you lose your 

job then you are on a quick slide to homelessness. Where is social welfare to protect the 

people? 

Who can celebrate when you cannot afford to put even the basic foods on the table no matter 

how hard you try when the prices out there are more than some of us bring home money. 

Why should my taxes pay for people who have more children than they can afford and then 

expect others to support them, via welfare or other supports. Celebrate that there are jobs 

for those who want them. 

Work of the Calgary Homeless Foundation 

Work opportunities for educated and non educated. 

Yikes-- weird question. I don't know how or why we would ever celebrate poverty. 

You can not celebrate poverty like I said I am starting my life over again after loosing everything 

I have very little to no money and I hopefully will be starting work within the next three 

weeks, with this economic downturn I have been hit hard so I went back to school and will 

be finished in July of this year and I hope I will get a job after. 

You don't see many homeless people in suburbs 

Yours questions and the statements offered need to change. Currently excess of commercial 

buildings and more on the way.  They are only in use for a certain number of hours daily.  
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The downtown is laughable--cannot be engaged as activity ceases after 6PM.  I have heard 

this comment many many times. 

sorry I think the current lay offs have put a dent into the great work that was being done. 

  



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 610 

Food 

Which of the following do you believe is the top priority for improving Calgary when 

it comes to food? OPTIONS:  Increase access to affordable, nutritious, and locally grown 

food, support opportunities for urban farming, develop a city-wide, environmentally-

sustainable food system and support policies and programs that will address reliance on 

food banks. 

aim at food waste 

All good ideas above. But food security may become a real issue in times of crisis. 

All of the above 

all of the above 

All of the above 

All of the above 

all of the above are interconnected, important priorities. 

All of the above but especially to insure there is access to at least one grocery store per 

community. Eonough having to drive to the suburbs to buy food! 

All of the above.  Stop idiotic practices.  We had a work function with too much food left over.  

Couldn't get so called agencies accept it.  Tried Mustard seed and many others.  Most of the 

trays weren't even open. Makes no sense.  If it's good enough for employees to take home, 

why not organizations like Mustard Seed. 

All the above & make vegetables & fruit cheap & processed foods very expensive & use the $ to 

cover healthcare for the illnesses caused by it. 

allow people to have their own chickens in the backyard, and beehives, allow community 

gardens, make groceries affordable - ESPECIALLY vegetables and fruits and baby formulas 

awareness 

Bring in whole foods 

broaden education on nutition and sensible eating. Debunk myths and fads regarding food and 

dieting 

Build markets in older areas. 

Buy local 
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decrease cost of veg & fruit increase cost of processed food 

Decrease reliance on big distributors that only want to increase their profits like Sobeys, RCSS, 

Coop. 

educate people on nutritious food preparation. 

Education on nutrition 

Education opportunities on how to use nutritious foods/ less expensive methods 

eliminate food banks 

Eliminate the upcoming carbon tax so that agencies such as the food bank will be able to feed 

more people and not have funds diverted to feed Notley's NDP. 

Encourage home gardens 

Encourage more competitive market place 

Encourage people to plant gardens, offer free "how to's" so people can learn how to garden 

and what grows well here. 

Ensure everyone has access to healthy nutrition every day 

Existing programs and alternatives are excellent. 

Fuck this local shit. Bring more diverese food 

get people to work so they can buy food 

Get the provincial gov't to lighten up on requirements for food businesses. I'd love to see 

healthy city-grown and prepared food for sale, but the AHS requirements are too strict. 

I am fine with my Superstore, No Frills, Co-op etc. 

I don't know 

I don't see a problem in this area so have no priorities 

I don't want to drive to shop 

improve work opportunities to reduce reliance on support programs 

Improved income so people can buy enough healthy food 

Its fantastic now, do nothing! 

I've worked at the drop-in centre. OMG the food is so undermining to mental and physical 

health and well-being; straight carbs and cheap meat! Develop a city-wide, 

environmentally-sustainable food system. Urban farms would give purpose and enhance 
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self-esteem and a sense of empowerment for homeless people, as well as providing 

superior nourishment. Allow people to produce their own food (eggs, etc.) 

less expensive food 

less hormones in food 

Like poverty, there isn't a single solution for the food system.  There needs to be policies 

around how we plan communities to ensure there is access to fresh food (not in the 

convenience store), that we can have more urban farms, that there are food hubs, that we 

look at the systemic issues that enable people to be reliant on the Food Bank and other 

food sources (Miriam's Well, Veteran's Food Bank, etc.) 

Local foods doesn't work in calgary. But prices are so high. Can't see us winning here 

More food banks for low-income people! 

More grocery stores are needed in the downtown 

More interesting grocery stores. 

no issues 

none of the above 

none of the above 

our food is good 

Pilot an urban chicken farming program like Edmonton. Why can people have 10 pets they 

don't clean up after but we can't try responsible chicken farming? 

Prices at grocery stores for locally grown foods should be criminal.  Way too much profit being 

taken by multi-national companies for helping distribute locally grown food. 

public schools offer breakfasts and lunches 

Quality food at lower prices.   Food is very expensive in Calgary. If you are not in oil and gas, 

food is a signficant portion of your take home pay. 

Reduce costs of food that can't be grown here 

reduce food cost they are out of control 

Reduce food waste! 

remove barriers for industry - create platforms for rural business to connect to Calgarians - 

remove barriers for business 
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Review and update Calgary Eats.  Lets look at the whole food landscape from commercial to 

consumer, importation to local.  No more trying to suggest that a city of 1.2 million can 

grow all the food it needs.  It happens nowhere on earth, that is why trade developed 

between people and regions. 

Review regulations around food supply and eliminate unnecessary regulations that tend to 

increase cost of good. 

Stop subsidizing fast food with cheap labour.  No TFWs for Tim's 

support all programs that address food security from a client/individual centred perspective 

(food banks do not do this) 

Support Canadian farmers and the farming system. 

support farmers, organize more farmer markets around the city. change the stigma that the 

local food is expensive option. 

Teach all of the above to all students high school or junior high. Study ways to prevent wasting 

food. 

Teach people that an apple or a carrot is cheaper than a chocolate bar or a bag of chips. 

The city should have no role here. 

There will always be people who take advantage of handouts ..There is no support system 

which is properly monitored to my knowledge 

This is a list of effects, not policies. Cutting taxes would help achieve all these goals. High taxes 

and regulation prevents them all. 

This isn't really a mandate of the municipal gov't 

we are doing fine 

We should actively encourage grocery outlets to carry more local sourced foods which 

promotes employment and economic diversity 

We're doing fine. 

Why is there improvement needed? 

work with grocery stores to keep prices in check 
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What should we celebrate about Calgary when it comes to food? 

 

# of restaurants sourcing local food products & growers and supporting MealShare program 

A growing desire for CSA/ Farmers markets YYC Growers and their innovation with SPIN and 

urban farmers Worker cooperatives like the Grain Exchange 

A wide spectrum of food choices even ethnic food 

A wide variety of food is available. 

About time!!   No more food from China!! 

abundance of famer's markets supporting local businesses and economy, but need more with 

more regular hours 

Access to affordable and nutritious food is attainable in Calgary. However the vendors who 

come into Calgary to sell their produce and food face high rental fees and limited access to 

locations where people who do not have transportation can access this opportunity to 

improve their healthy options. We also need to support urban farming so families can be 

more self sufficient in growing their own produce and food. 

Access to ethnic foods and the variety of cuisines available 

Access to food should be made more streamline and easier to navigate 

Access to healthy food - appreciate the number of farmer's market though those with a limited 

income probably do not access these markets. 

Access to worldwide food sources.  Protectionism doesn't help our farmers who export food 

worldwide 

additionally publish who has best prices - who is most competitive - who is offering the4 best - 

create better pricing as a result of better competition, 

Affluent Calgarians can source healthy and nutritious food. 

Affordable access to homegrown food. 

Alex Community Food Centre 

Alex Community Kitchen. Grow Calgary 

All our wonderful summer outdoor markets. Can't wait. 

All the crazy foodies.  Sunshine - the source of all food! 
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All the illegal chicken farms. Would be even better if they were legal 

Although sometimes pricey, there is no shortage of healthy and organic and exotic ingredients 

in Calgary. 

Amazing farmer's markets 

Amazing food bank! 

Amazing organizations in Calgary who work daily to make sure that no one goes hungry!    The 

support is there we need to strengthen the awareness around food security. 

As a foodie, we need to try everything that is practically possible. Lower pricess yes, but also 

teach how to cook on a budget. 

Assessing the current bylaws around food production, processing and distribution. 

Availability of diverse food options has grown in the past 10 years and is continuing to grow. 

Availability of fresh food. 

Availability of non fresh foods 

Awesome Farmers Markets 

Be careful of creating or expanding city-wide programs to "fix" food problems.  As Calgary 

continues to grow, it becomes way more important to encourage grass roots community0--

based programs to meet the needs of each community.  There are not any 'blanket' 

solutions - that will fit the diversity of various neighbourhoods and populations - and this 

sort of program is best conceptualized and put into action at the local level. 

beef 

Big credit to all the good chains we have that provide a wealth of foods, fresh, frozen, gluten 

free, multi national, along with farmers markets and community natural foods. 

Buying local helps to keep the farmers able to grow and deliver to us. 

Calgarians are more aware than ever about food and nutrition issues, and willing to grow and 

eat more local, organic foods. 

Calgarians have embraced the importance of eating healthily and I believe want to provide 

better access to those who struggle in their ability to buy healthy food.  Co-op cooking, 

markets, donation of fresh products, school food programs - all of these help even those 

whose budgets don't extend far enough to have better diets.  Ultimately we want everyone 
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to be able to look after their food needs but in times of crisis having programs to help is 

essential.  Many people need help for a brief time and I think we do quite well at helping 

those people. 

Calgary Coop 

Calgary Co-op and Farmer's markets 

Calgary Co-op is a local business owned by and for Calgarians. It carries many fresh local 

products, works with local farmers to carry their products and is focused on ensuring 

affordable prices. 

Calgary Co-op is doing a fantastic job of carrying local food (though cost prohibitive at times); 

with more grocers doing this, hopefully prices will come down. 

Calgary food bank 

Calgary food is crazy expensive. There is nothing to celebrate in this field. 

Calgary has a great diversity and growing access to healthy foods in the last 5 years.  I would 

like to see this to become more available in all grocery stores. 

Calgary has a strong community garden system and lots of support for local products. More 

businesses such as Spud (delivering local, organic groceries) should be supported in the 

community. 

Calgary has access to some good food for those who can afford it. 

Calgary has excellent farmers markets. Its grocery chains offer a variety of affordable and 

nutritious food items. But too many Calgarians rely on the Food Bank. 

Calgary has excellent food choices with food from all over the world being available. 

Calgary has largely improved with the integration of locally grown foods into all areas of the 

city, including supermarkets.  This provides opportunities for Calgarians to access produce 

in their own areas.  Supermarkets also provide any items that have not been sold to be 

provided to community programs such as Food Banks and the Bread Basket where they are 

distributed to individuals out of work or with low income. 

Calgary has many local / daily farmer's markets, and it's community garden and land sharing is 

ever growing. 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 617 

Calgary has many options for food (from grocery stores to local farmer's markets to local food 

delivery). 

Calgary has several farmer's markets which increase the availability of locally grown products. 

Calgary is a foodie town but most of the city is reliant on big box supermarkets.  Creating 

awareness about and opportunities to grow food in the city might give folks more of a 

relationship to their neighbourhood and the food they eat. 

Calgary is at the start of its family gardening. IE Community Centre gardens and the like. 

Calgary is behind Vancouver, Edmonton even Winnipeg when it comes to local food production. 

We have the land and the sun but neither the balls nor the vision and that needs to change. 

Calgary is fortunate to be located in a province where agriculture is big! 

Calgary is lucky to be surrounded by environmentally conscious farmers and ranchers, and 

various markets in the city give Calgarians access to some of our locally grown food, but this 

could be even more supported so that more Calgarians would be able to choose to "buy 

local". 

Calgary is surrounded by rich farmland which we must ensure is protected and preserved from 

urban development. 

Calgary is wealthy enough to import virtually any food, which is good, because the climate is 

not great for growing much locally. 

Calgary loves it's food and has a growing local food movement. We need to do more to support 

local growers and encourage everyday Calgarians to grow whatever food they can. 

Calgary seems to be making strides to improve in this area, with food affordability and urban 

farming issues in the public eye. 

Calgary's food costs are bafflingly expensive compared to all other Canadian cities! 

Choice 

Choice! 

Choices available 

City comes together to help those in need of food during particularly hard times. 

City educational programs in schools, the workplace, and in public venues have increased public 

awareness on many aspects of food affordability and access. 
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City provides multi opportunities for food access for people in need 

community gardens 

Community Gardens 

Community gardens 

Community gardens 

Community Gardens 

community gardens 

Community gardens 

Community gardens 

community gardens 

Community gardens and food prep programs such as at the Alex. 

Community gardens and rooftop gardens 

community gardens are expanding 

community gardens have flouished throughout the city! 

Community gardens, but I think there should be more community gardens in every 

neighborhood. 

community gardens, local farmers markets, community markets, local organics farmers 

Community gardens, using empty lots/space to grow food, farmers' markets are a start. When I 

was in Poland, there was a plot of land outside a small city where city residents could rent 

plots on which to grow food. The could construct sheds for tools and such, and were 

responsible for maintaining their own plots. 

Community natural health. Some big box stores where produce is fresh and affordable. 

Costco hot dogs are $1.50 and they offer a Polish sausage option. 

Cultural diversity 

diversities food. safety food 

diversity 

diversity 

Diversity in the food available. 

Diversity of choices. 
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Diversity of food available. 

Diversity of shopping options resulting in reasonable and / or comparable food costs vs. other 

major cities. 

Do you have any idea at all what would happen if the four main roads were closed?  Calgary has 

about a 3-day food supply.  By the end of one week people would be hunting food in other 

people's homes. 

Do you mean the government's reliance on food banks?  This question implies that there is a 

consistent stream of the same people using food banks, which isn't true. 

Don't really know...Community Kitchens and gardens are good! 

Downtown gardens 

Easy access in food is good.  But too many people are wastefully throwing food away.  Perhaps 

foods is easy access to a lot of people. 

Encourage and support community gardens.  Encourage and support people who wish to grow 

their own food.  Educate residents on the ease of growing their own food.  Encourage 

communities to participate in community gardens.  Encourage condo owners/managers to 

provide areas for food gardens and bee hives.  Permitting people to raise a few chickens for 

eggs and meat would be a good start. 

Encourage locally grown not costly imported fruits and vegetables 

Encourage more inner city backyard farms and a market at which people could trade or sell at 

without paying license fees up front. 

Encouragement for community gardens and local greenhouses 

Enough trendy stores, do away with the food deserts we have now that force people to buy fast 

food!!! 

everything is good safeway and superstore have some good produce prices 

Expansion of community gardens, and grant permits to raise urban poultry. 

Fairly good options but nowhere near Vancouver. 

Farmers markets 

Farmers Markets 

Farmers markets 
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Farmers markets 

farmers markets 

Farmer's markets 

Farmers markets - but we need more of them 

Farmers markets and community gardens. 

Farmers markets and Community Supported Agriculture purchases are readily available for 

costs comparable to mainstream grocery prices in many cases. With the Canadian dollars 

slide the cost of food (particularly imported) has significantly increased however further 

straining families. 

Farmers markets are great 

Farmers markets are many and usually provide good quality food. 

Farmers markets, restauranteurs who use local produce and organizations such as Slow Food. 

Farmers markets. 

Farmers Markets. 

Farmers markets. More markets should be made available and more local growers encouraged. 

Less imports to those markets. Make the markets more affordable. 

Farmer's markets. The City needs to relax the zoning requirements for these though. 

focus on healthy eating 

Focus on local food. 

Food bank donation 

Food Bank sponsors 

food bank! 

Food Banks 

Food banks 

food banks 

Food costs have risen substantially over the past year. It is harder and harder for people on 

fixed incomes to afford fresh items.  Would be great to support more urban 

gardens....which are hard when more inner city lots have been divided and there is less and 

less room/opportunity to have a vegetable garden. 
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Food costs in Calgary has risen, I am considered upper middle class and I can't afford some of 

the food I could before, I have to manage my food budget to get as much for my dollar as 

possible.  I have not bought some items because they are now too expensive. I am not 

talking about specialty food either.  With the now impending carbon tax this issue is only 

going to get worse.  Not only will stores not sell the more expensive food they will have to 

throw it out.  Let's not be short sighted, stop taxing everything to death. 

Food culture - great farmers markets and organic produce markets. A strong focus on local and 

sustainable 

Food donation drives, awareness of healthy eating habits. 

Food grown in Alberta, has a standard to maintain.   Clean and healthy. 

Food here is amazing. The city deserves 100% credit on this one. AAA Alberta beef. 

food is always available to buy 

FOOD IS BAE, FOOD IS LIFE 

Food is expensive and it is influenced globally. It's great to see so many restaurants turn 

supporting locally grown food, but it is still not affordable. 

Food is expensive and we need to closely examine our sources of food and put more emphasis 

on local producers 

Food is just another thing people are having issues affording. 

Food is often times really expensive. But there is always everything you could possibly want. 

Food is on the shelves in stores - expensive at times, but still available. 

Food is plentiful here and many organizations exist to help those who are in need - generous 

city. 

food is too expensive so i cant eat as much as i want *cries* 

Food is very expensive 

Food is very expensive in Calgary compared to a lot of cities in the world 

Food prices in Calgary are obscene. 

Foods are affordable, good and healthy 

For every culture we have restaurants in Calgary. 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 622 

Forget the urban farming.  You want to farm - move to the country.  To those to prepare 

themselves for work and are prepared to put their shoulder to the grindstone - food in 

Calgary is not going to be a problem.  For those mentally/physically capable who feel 

entitled "just because", the world is going to be a tough place.  Imo, this crowd is becoming 

larger and putting in jeopardy those really in need of help.  For those who are 

physically/mentally incapable, food is being made available as best as can be done.  No 

doubt this will continue. 

Free market We don't need meddling/subsidies by people who don't understand  free market 

efficient systems 

generosity of giving to food banks 

Generous donors to food bank 

Good farmers' markets 

good quality options 

Good selection and availability of options. 

good shops & markets 

Good variety available - lots of markets 

Good variety of food stores and eating establishments. More "walkable" neighbour hoods 

might encourage more eating out. 

great and rising local food trends in grocery stores like co-op or community foods affordability 

of food in general is poor 

great diversity 

Great farmers markets 

great farmers' markets 

Great farmer's markets and options for local produce in Community Natural Foods and even 

some large chain grocers. 

Great farmers' markets, Calgary Co-op is doing a good job supporting local producers, terrific 

alternative programs, Green Calgary etc. Lots of great energy around this work! 

great local access to urban farming. 
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Great local food scene. Lots of ways to support local business, restaurants that serve local food, 

businesses that promote local food. Love it. ie. Hotchkiss tomoatoes are featured 

everywhere, the COOP food stores feature local growers like Cucumber Man and other little 

vegee companies. 

Great markets 

Great markets 

Great options and diversity with reasonable cost. 

Great variety of food items 

Grow Calgary is a model to celebrate alongside the efforts of the Alex Community Food Centre.  

We need to help our disadvantaged, dispossessed, and underprivileged have a leg up with 

access to grow nutritious food, access to tips on how to prepare nutritious food, and 

strategies for building sustainable and affordable nutritious food systems.  Let's source local 

wherever possible to fuel reinvestment in our communities. 

Grow Calgary is a project that shows us how to grow food locally for those who need it the 

most. 

Grow Calgary! 

Grow Calgary! 

Grow calgary, calgary food bank, slow food calgary, hillhurst sunnyside ca 

growing number of community gardens,fruit  harvesting from  apple and pear trees that are left 

to waste, bee hides in gardens 

Growing up on the prairies, I remember a time when everyone had a garden, raised fruits and 

vegetables, canned and pickled in the summer and fall, and enjoyed the fruits of our labour.  

Many of us in Calgary still have access to green space - whether in our homes or access to 

the many community centres across the city.  I noted that this year the Gardening Zone for 

Calgary was changed as analysis had shown a 25 year trend to a warmer climate.  We have 

moved from a Zone 3 to a Zone 4+.  I think this means that we have moved from having 80 

frost free days per year to almost 115.    As a result, there are so many more plants we can 

grow in Calgary.  Perhaps we need to encourage students and adults to think about their 

responsibility in growing food - good food that is local.  Perhaps we need to again be 
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encouraged to participating in food production as did my grandparents and parents.  There 

is a wait list for plots in the community garden in my neighbourhood - not everyone has a 

sunny enough spot for a good garden.  There are lots of mature trees in many 

neighbourhoods.   We have an outstanding opportunity through our community 

associations.  Perhaps timely to take an opportunity to step these up a notch. 

Growth of community gardens, particularly new ones like in the East Village where apartment 

condo residents do not have a yard for a garden 

Having farmers markets open year round is a wonderful way to encourage the buying of local 

and fresh food. 

healthy food Day 

Healthy food is accessible in Calgary but many families are not able to or don't choose to access 

it for their children. Education and support is needed! 

Healthy groceries are in the City, but more farmers markets throughout the city would benefit. 

Healthy nutritious food is available. 

High safety record. 

How much we have available and the selection. The growth of urban farming and Calgarians 

growing their own food. 

How our food community pitches in for all charities 

I am delighted by the proliferation of urban agriculture, community gardens and enterprises 

like beekeeping despite our cold climate and short growing season. 

I am pleased that the number of community gardens has grown - I would like to see this 

number increase exponentially, and include other options for sustainable living within the 

city (backyard chicken coops, for example) 

I believe Calgary has an extensive, and diverse food supply. 

I don't know. 

I don't think that our growing season is sufficient to think that we can create a sustainable 

solution for our community, and the energy impact on winterized grow-houses is greater 

than the impact of importing food from places with longer growing seasons. Decisions have 

to be made with realistic impression of our climate and environment. I love the new project 
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at the Alex in Forest Lawn: http://www.thealex.ca/calgarys-first-community-food-centre/ 

and we need to scale-up efforts like this. 

I feel safe buying food from anywhere like Co-op, No Frills, Superstore etc., but we should 

partner them with local farms. 

I guess we are better than a 3rd world country 

I have no idea what there is to celebrate yet, food banks are empty and the line-ups are longer 

than ever.  If we could develop affordable and nutritious food supplies that were produced 

locally as much as possible, then we would have something to celebrate. 

I live in the inner city. I have neighbours who have rooftop gardens, friends who are part of 

community gardens and family who subscribe to monthly fresh vegetables from local 

farmers. Local farmer's markets are abundant in the warmer months.(It's also a nice time to 

get out and see the neighbourhoods and support entrepreneurs and farmers) 

I love my community garden! 

I love that many in our city are becoming more aware of the impact that food has on us. I am so 

happy to see an increase in urban farming initiatives as well as more local produce available 

at grocery stores. 

I participated in a winter food box this winter and was delighted to see the COOP start to carry 

the same local Alberta vegetable producers. 

I seem to be seeing more local options available. 

I support the 100 mile diet.  We need access to good locally grown food whether in 

greenhouses or some other protected growing area free from the chemtrails and air 

pollution. 

I think Alberta has done a good job of communicating healthy and nutritious options. I know 

there is a huge demand on the food bank right now so I think it needs more funding and 

resources given the reliance, until the economy picks up. 

Ideas and projects around food are scattered and not well coordinated. Much more can be 

done in terms of affordable food including reducing reliance of imported food and 

producing more locally grown products. 

If you have enough money you should celebrate that you can manage to eat well here 
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If you have money you have choice.  If you have money you can buy locally grown and organic 

food. 

If you have the money there is no issue. 

if you have the money you can have access to local and healthy food. 

I'm not really sure what we should celebrate- we need to be educating people on how sugar is 

as dangerous as drugs for our bodies and more sustainable and environmentally conscious 

food options (and the packaging the food is provided in). 

I'm not sure it's helpful to ask about what we should celebrate--what if it's believed that we 

have major issues that need to be addressed? 

I'm seeing more Farmers' Markets around. 

I'm sure that more food production is possible some community programs for urban 

permaculture and preserving produce could be helpful. 

In the private sector groups like YYCGrowers are doing amazing things with space in Calgary and 

restaurants. This kind of business is growing, and whatever we can do to support it, should 

be done! 

Increase access particularly for kids & families 

Increased locally grown food sources from Southern Alberta. 

Increased number of small scale local food providers need further encouragement, perhaps a 

centralized think tank that looks at what is needed, what might work and nurture new 

businesses. 

Increased opportunity and development of farmers markets. 

Increasing access to local growers and culture to buy local 

Increasing community gardens 

Increasing healthy "fast food" options 

Increasing sources of near year-round food production in the area: within 100km 

Increasing support for local food and local farming. 

Incredible diversity and nearly every imaginable product is available. 

Incresing number of locally developed products available 

is great t 
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It is gradually getting better than it was 10-15 years ago. We need more high quality 'market' 

type food stores in all areas of the city particularly in the poorer areas where it is important 

that lower income families have access to affordable fresh healthy food choices, particularly 

vegetables and fruits (locally sourced as much as possible) 

It is not our elected officials place to deal with Calgarian's food costs and nutritional value.  

They should be concerned with food safety.  Leave it up to Calgarian's and their wallets to 

determine what food is bought and consumed. 

It is very easily accessible, and it is not hard to find fresh and ready food. Most places also have 

relatively affordable prices too. 

It's available in wide varieties and quality 

It's delicious 

It's delicious. 

It's easy to get if need be 

It's great that the meat is local 

I've never been turned away from the food bank. 

Knowledge! Share it more to grow.. lots of people working in factories for better wages, bring 

them out in farms and offer them money to sustain an affordable living. 

larger dedicated spaces for communal gardens and food sharing 

Less dependence on food banks. They are a cop out. We should try to solve problems not mask 

them 

Less food from out of province. More from local producers. 

Let's be realistic, this is northern Canada - we don't have the climate to grow all the foods 

locally that the population demands. Let's focus on getting good, healthy, organic, 

affordable food to Calgary. 

Let's celebrate and grow the restive parts of this. 

Living in such a large city we have options and choices when it comessage to food. 

Local food programs are an expensive and silly waste of tax payer money.  If one is interested in 

growing one's own food all the more power to them but not on my dime.  We already have 

a terrific local food distribution network that provides safe, healthy and nutritious food for 
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our population-Safeway, Superstore, Coop etc. This is a very niche trend that sounds like 

motherhood in principle but is pointless and a waste of time and resources of government. 

Local food suppliers that are also affordable - like the crossroads market. 

Local groups and small businesses, and growers that are trying to educate and serve our City. 

YYC Growers, Permaculture businesses, Community gardens, Spin Farmers. 

Local interest to provide more options 

Local producers. Start using existing land to produce foods that store well in the winter months, 

like root crops such as potatoes and beets. 

Local should be preferred over organic. 

locally grown and produced options should be encouraged and celebrated 

Lots of community farmers markets in the summer. 

lots of community gardens popping up 

Lots of expensive foods 

lots of farmer's markets 

lots of farmers markets, great food bank 

Lots of farmers markets. 

Lots of food around…  … as well as lots of waste and  a lack of knowledge about use of food, 

cooking healthy, nutritious meals…  lack of time for people to feel that they can cook a good 

meal 

lots of good  (if pricey) restaurants 

Lots of great farmers markets 

Lots of grocery stores. 

lots of options 

Lots of programs for food even for lower incomes 

lots of support for local farmers market 

Lots of variety all year round. Lots of food available all the time. I guess it comes with being a 

prosperous first world nation. 

Make food prices are affordable and encourage more nutritous food for people. 

make it affordable to all citizens of the city 
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many choices if you have money 

many community gardens, community kitchens 

Many different vegetables and fruits are available if you can afford them. 

Many good initiatives in the city are trying to address these issues. They need more 

government support to be able to carry their strategies through. 

Many market gardens in the area. More support needed for our AB farmers though! 

many options 

Many small, local, stores that offer a variety of options. (Ex Sunnyside food market and 

Community Natural foods, as well as farmers markets). 

McDonalds 

Meals on Wheels and the Food Bank. 

Modern life and economics has meant that we do have access to an incredible diversity of food 

and don't have to solely rely on producing our own which would be very limited given our 

climate.    However, we should take advantage of our energy availability to enhance 

regional farming.  The concept of "urban farming" in a climate and city like Calgary strikes 

me as naive.  I would prefer to see regional farms well supported. 

More and more access to community gardens and the supply of fresh produce to the people 

who need it most (those living in poverty). 

More and more farmers' markets popping up. 

more emphasis is now on local, but is sooo expensive 

More farmers markets are good 

More healthy food supermarkets and food courts.  A policy against transgenic food (transgenic 

wheat, etc). 

More local food markets is positive. 

More local options and farmers markets. 

more neighbourhood garden plots 

Most Calgarians strive to eat healthy food. We really need structures to help promote that. 

most expensive food ever???? 

most food is way overpriced and not good for you we should celebrate the local farmers 
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Most people have access to food and for those who don't there are many ways to acquire help. 

Creating more locally produced food sources would make food more affordable for 

everyone (consumers and food banks ect.) 

Need more ethnic markets 

New programs like the center being developed in the SE where people can go to eat healthy 

food for free. 

No comments 

No shortages exist 

No vegetarian restaurants, only hamburgers and poutines. 

Non-profit charities that give their time to create sustainable food options and growth. 

Not an issue! 

not much 

Not much --- food is much cheaper in the United States. 

Not much to celebrate with still nearly 90% of all our food coming from outside our region. 

Grow Calgary and community gardens should be encourgaed to scale horizontally. 

Not much to change...generally Calgarians who need access to places such as the food bank are 

able to get their needs met. 

not much.  the availability of healthy foods is restricted by the distribution system.  Super 

markets are pretty much the only place to get fresh food and the costs are high for the 

vendor due to the demand for un blemished high quality food. we need a distribution 

system for blemished or lower grades of produce, that may be able to be sold at a lower 

price 

Not sure 

Not sure. 

nothing 

Nothing - quit building suburbs everywhere that has arable land 

Nothing until Calgary starts doing something with it's vacant lots that could be used for urban 

farming. 
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Nothing, Calgary needs to make grocery stores more available in all neighbourhoods to stop 

food deserts. 

Nothing, it has food? 

Nothing.  City taxes on business increases the cost of food to the poor 

Nutritious food is available, although expensive. 

Once again the prices of everything including food is so damn high. If you want healthier more 

organic food you pay and arm and a leg for it.  Typical Alberta on the rich can eat well. 

One can eat well and nutritiously if you shop and eat wisely. 

One can find virtually any type of food. 

One celebration-the Alex Community food centre.  However, our food bank needs to change 

their policies---people should be able to self refer for all hampers and NOT need a referral. 

With change in focus for all community resource centers, families who are single or without 

young kids have VERY LITTLE OPTIONS to get a referral for food. Calgarians should be able 

to get 12 HAMPERS A YEAR rather than 7. Some people WILL ALWAYS NEED HELP AND 

ACCESS TO FOOD 

One of the wonderful opportunities Calgarians have is the ability to sample and enjoy the foods 

of so many cultures. The International Avenue food tasting tour (organized by the BRZ) was 

an amazing experience. 

Opportunities for farmers to sell food. 

Organic food stores and sections in food stores. 

Our "Farmers' Markets" in the city, the larger ones and the smaller ones.  Variety of choice in 

our food supermarkets. 

our agricultural history 

Our beef. 

Our Farmers' Markets are awesome even though generally overpriced. 

Our farmers markets are incredible. Now how do we get local producers into more of the 

commercial grocery stores. 

Our Farmers Markets have really improved and are all over the city. 

Our Food Bank does excellent work. 
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Our food banks are terrific in providing food to people, especially with the economic downturn.  

The food supplied is not always the greatest but it is trying.  As a City with many poverty 

level families and single people (seniors, youth) Calgary provides supports and works with 

agencies on their behalf.  Yea Calgary! 

Our food range and availability is unbelievably good 

Our increased access to locally grown food 

Our local Farmer's Markets have been extremely well attended and supported to the point 

where citizens may embrace additional markets if made available. The growth and success 

of the Market Collective should also be embraced and celebrated! 

Our restaurants are starting to see the value of local food. 

Our willingness to do better. 

Outlaw all use of things like Roundup - it contaminates gardens 

Paul Hughes urban farm 

People are generous. But instead of food banks we should be paying people a living wage. $15 

an hour! 

People can have gardens in their yards; wonderful market gardens to visit in the city. 

People try to grown locally, but limited garden season. Fruits and vegetables and all the healthy 

food choices are expensive. It is cheaper to eat at a fast food location, but not healthier. 

personal and corporate support of food banks 

Plentiful and reasonably priced 

plenty of availability 

Plenty of options available. Excessive taxation causes prices to be too high. 

Poorer citizens have access to quick food, I'd like it if the food was healthy though and not 

terrible 

Promote farmer's markets in all four quadrants. Relax restrictions on chickens - but have rules 

and enforcement to reduce nuisance from operators who do not respect their neighbours. 

quality - not many cases of food poisoning, unclean restaurants 

Quality and variety of restaurants 

Quit limiting food initiatives. 
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Recently took a program called "Cook It Forward" and learned a lot about how to cater a recipe 

online to what items available (from the Food Bank and grocery stores). It was a lot of fun, 

and helped me get over a fear of cooking. Everything turned out delicious, and we made 

lots to share. 

Reduce taxes and stop the carbon tax.  Both are adding costs to food. 

Restaurants and grocery stores with farm-to-table emphasis. 

Safeway and superstore lowering prices 

Secure food supply. Great quality of locally grown food. 

Seeing more community gardens 

Should celebrate that Calgarians who are above the poverty line or middle class have relative 

ease to be able to choose a variety of foods of varied nutrition values. 

significantly better than 10 year ago. Costco sells a lot of organically grown foods (so do some 

of the other supermarkets) great variety of restaurants - some will fail in the recession 

Slow food movement si thriving in Calgary. Renewed interest  in gardening and growing healthy 

food such as microgreens for apartment dwellers 

Small business.  Owner operated restaurants are much to be preferred over fast food outlets.  

Fast food operators pay below a living wage and taxpayers end up footing the bill in the 

form of subsidized housing. 

Small steps to allow for more locally grown food 

So many amazing places to eat. Great farmers markets! 

so many great restaurants and super or farmers markets! 

So many markets and so much local produce! 

some communities have community gardens, more please. room for that in park spaces? 

Some pretty good chefs. 

Still have agriculture around city in prairies 

still to high 

Stop drinking the ICLEI kool-aid folks....Calgary isn't a City State with vast tracts of urban 

farmland....that's what we have farms for! 
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Stop focusing on fancy foods and lets make sure our food system is a complete ecosystem that 

includes private and public interests.  We need roads and storage for the food being 

imported or grown locally.  We need food safety so that we do not poison our community.  

We need water!!!!!  Comment, why is a top priority suggesting that there is a reliance on 

food banks when 85% of users only need help a couple times? 

Strong food security movement in Calgary. 

Sunnyside's model for increasing food security.  I'd love to see more of this around the city! 

Support local products, but they are more expensive. Try to make them comparable. 

tax corporation producing unhealthy foods and selling them in our stores and put those money 

to free sports for all Calgarians. 

Thank the gods for the Farmers markets. 

Thankfully Calgary does have a food bank & soup kitchens that one can turn to if desperate - 

the quality of food could really be improved upon at the food bank (most things are expired 

or days away from expiring) and very little quality food - fresh fruit/veggies etc.  Also - that 

we have a # of markets where one can purchase fresh fruit & veggie from Cdn farmers 

That fact that we have such an amazing choice of sources and selection of food alternatives. 

That fresh food can be found year round. 

That there exists a food bank and organizations to help those in need of food. However, there 

are many regulations and barriers to accessing food like: only so many times in a period of 

so many months, little access to baby food, etc. 

That we do have farmers and individuals interested in locally grown food. 

That we don't have livestock in the City. Let's not regress to the 19th century. 

That we have a generous population willing to give to the food bank.  We need more longer 

term solutions though than short term. 

That we have an excellent food bank which receives fresh, locally grown produce in season 

That we have good grocery stores with great selecton 

That we have so many local and ethically-based sources for food like the farmers markets. 

the alex food centre is a great idea and should be expanded throughout the city 

The Alex is opening a new food centre for low income people. 
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The area around Calgary is full of great locally grown food that supports our local food economy 

and restaurants 

The availability of diverse locally and internationally food products. 

The Calgary Food Bank has done an excellent job explaining the services they provide and how 

people can help. I think the increase in local food production and development of local 

demand is promising for the future.   We should celebrate more farmers markets, the 

spread of community gardens, and the upcoming organics facility turning food waste into 

compost, and new initiatives to reduce food waste. 

The current system is exceptionally good and civic authorities  should refrain from meddling in 

it. 

The diversity of food and cultural backgrounds in food prep 

The fact that we have the best cooks, the best culinary schools, the widest range of ethnic 

inputs, anywhere I have ever been!  We don't need any thing else, but there are lots of 

"nice-to-haves" in this area such as the urban farming ideas, the little park gardens, etc. 

The farmers markets are affordable and delicious sources 

The Farmers' Markets do an excellent job of bringing in local Alberta produce. We should be 

celebrating those markets. I do not believe the City as anything to do with that. 

The folks like yyc growers and the programs of the sunnyside hillhusrt community association 

working hard to explore ideas and make projects happen! 

The Food Bank is doing a fantastic job in trying circumstances. 

The food trucks! 

the good work of the food banks 

The ground-level entrepreneurial individuals and networks that are paving the way to a more 

sustainable food system for Calgary, despite lacklustre policy or supports in place - ie. our 

urban farmers, restauranteurs, Slow Food convivium, etc. 

The growing number of community gardens. 

The growth of community gardens and the work of various agencies in educating low income 

Calgarians in how to prepare healthy and affordable meals. 
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the increase in availability and types of food sustainability programs being taken on in 

communities and by local NGOs 

The increase in urban farming. Although there is still lots of wasted land. 

The increase of the provision of locally-grown food is something to be proud of. 

The Interfaith Food Bank has an enormous challenge in providing food to needy individuals, and 

in my experience is quite efficient. 

The many agencies & groups who endeavour to provide a good meal to those who need it 

most. 

the many farmers markets that happen and bring delicious farm grown food to various areas of 

the city 

The many farmers' markets, availability of Alberta grown food in grocery stores 

the new alex community food centre.  community gardens and orchards. vacant lot gardens.  

farmers markets in neighbourhoods such as bridgeland and farm share programs. 

The new food centre that is part of the Alex 

The new Forest Lawn Food Centre is a new initiative in the city that will be very interesting to 

watch. 

the number of eating establishments of every variety is fantastic in our city. Many of the 

specialized restaurants for those with dietary requirements or emphasis on locally grown by 

healthy foods are Meeting  these requirements 

The number of large and small farmers markets greatly improves our access to fresh products, 

especially fruit. 

The number of places where food and/or meals can be accessed. 

the ongoing success of local markets allows us great ways to access local, healthy food - are any 

of these on transit routes though? 

The opening of a Community Food Hub focused on access, learning and distribution of local, 

nutritious food. 

The opening of the Food Program in Forest Lawn by the Alex. 

The popularity of all the community gardens and Village Brewery using locally grown hops for 

their beer. :-) 
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The popularity of community gardens and growing number of farmers' markets show a 

increased desire for local and nutritious food . 

The programs in place that grow food for the food banks. 

The range of quality food  basics is exceptional. 

The rise of urban farming and community gardens is a great first step towards sustainable food 

sources. With some urban agriculture and creative use of public space, we can do even 

more to feed ourselves. 

The selection on the market is excellent 

The start of community gardens. 

The strength of the food support supply system However there are many green spaces and 

unused lots in the city that could be better utilized for production of food for those who 

need it. 

The summer farmer's markets are great, but we need more markets that are year-round. 

The 'urban' farming being done on city land by WinSport. 

The urban farming initiatives are growing in Calgary and those who are in need are beginning to 

get connected to producers so that there is less waste and a healthier population. 

The variety of choices. 

the wealthy can access food--whatever they want           celebrate?? 

The wide variety of food available; the abundance during the growing season. 

The work that Calgary EATS! is doing seems pretty rad. I'm also excited about The Alex's 

Community Food Centre. 

There are a few excellent non-profits in Calgary that are providing affordable options (e.g. 

Calgary Community Kitchen/Good Food Box) 

There are a lot of community gardens around the city. 

There are a lot of gardeners here! 

There are a lot of places to get food here but food is expensive.  Eating healthy is becoming 

unaffordable.  Food inflation is too high.  Canada needs to secure it's food system and make 

it affordable. 

There are choices for the variety of food. 
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There are community gardens in some areas of the city that provide opportunities to grow 

food. 

There are lots of supermarkets and several farmers' markets. 

There are many charities that help people access food, but it often doesn't provide the nutrition 

people need to live healthy.  Reliance on food banks is humiliating and a sad comment on 

the state of our city.  Again, people need income to be able to buy their own food.  This 

would allow them to improve their nutritional choices and give them some dignity. 

There are many community gardens 

There are many community gardens around the core, but I would like to see gardening on 

rooftops and empty lots in the city. With municipal grants to support more ambitious or 

long term projects. 

There are many options for Calgarians depending on type and cost of food so most people can 

afford groceries. 

There are many small farms which produce locally grown food but they are not sold through 

most grocery store chains. 

There are numerous community garden projects; we have access to very nice grocery stores 

from Sobey's to Canadian Superstore to Walmart; also there are quite a view markets ie. 

Northland Village Mall; Blackfoot; etc. 

There are several farmers markets 

There are tons of opportunity for nutritious food, however there is not opportunity for 

affordable nutritious food. 

There has been an increase in small-sized urban farming. 

There is a burgeoning movement and many people getting involved in the local food scene. 

From community gardens to farmer's markets, Calgary offers a lot for the urban foodie. 

There are still areas of the city where access to affordable grocery stores is poor. 

There is a food bank to help feed calgarians that need help 

There is a growing emphasis on locally grown food from both producers and consumers. 

There is a vast selection of foods available to us,it can be purchased and used carefully and 

knowledgably without waste. Some education in this area might be of value. I would like to 
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see the "golf course" behind my home become an agrihood(the new kind of community 

from golf course conversions) instead of a whole new district of houses that the new owner 

would like to build. 

There is a wide variety of local and ethnic foods and plenty of choices for everybody. Locally 

produced food sources should be the focus. Try to find a decent package of strawberries for 

example, tough feat. If we had local food sources not only would fruit/ meats ect. be 

foresee but it would also reduce cost. Urban farming may be a plausible challenge and one 

of many steps toward this goal. 

There is always an access to food, especially for those who cannot afford it, I am proud that 

many people contribute to helping those who cannot afford much food. 

There is food available if you have money 

There is food from everywhere, it is a cultural asset in Calgary 

There is great interest in Calgary in sustainable food production. Suits the city's culture of taking 

care of yourself.  It would be great to know what percentage of the city could be supported 

by food production occurring within 100 miles of the city.  What do the forecasts look like 

for climate change impacts (heat, floods, draught, weather events, etc.) on our food supply 

production? 

There is lots of choice. 

There is much diversity and choice. 

There is nothing to  celebrate when even 1 Calgarian has to rely on the begging industry for 

food 

There is plenty of it but not everyone has access to it and this is not right. 

There seems to be increased awareness about the advantages of growing out own food or 

sourcing local food. 

Things are slowly improving in the accessibility of local grown food, would like to see less 

brought in from China 

this entire list is important - more people are planting their own gardens in both front and back 

yards as a sense of emnpowerment, enjoyment & nutrition.  Everyone wants better 

affordable food. 
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Urban farming initiatives 

urban gardens 

Use of food banks is a poverty issue, which is the most serious issue listed here. I like urban 

farming, community gardens, etc. as community-building efforts and economic 

opportunities, and there should be walkable access to good groceries to everyone. 

Variety available 

variety available if you have money 

Variety is improving. More markets needed. 

Variety of food options are available 

variety of food stores including farmers markets and healthy food stores 

Variety of local grown produce 

Vibrant restaurant scene 

Vibrant restaurant scene has improved dramatically in the last 5 years 

We are able to purchase a variety of foods in Calgary. 

We are fortunate to have so many resources from supermarkets to farmer's markets and access 

to organic and locally grown foods. 

we are fortunate to live somewhere where safe,generally affordable, widely available food 

sources are a given. This isn't unique to Calgary. 

We are getting on the right track here.  The fruit tree project, community gardens, etc. 

We are growing our options when it comes to food, from traditional grocery stores to farmers 

markets to community gardens. These options should continue to increase and be more 

accessible to everyone. 

we are integrating more of these ideas 

We are moving along on the right path, but we need to pick up the pace; less taxes will be paid 

when our health services are used less and that starts with accessibility and the affordability 

to fresh and GOOD food 

We are now getting more locally grown food in big stores (like Co-Op) but most often at a 

premium cost 
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We are rich in resources....we want to make things better. We are educated and aware but 

sometimes miss the mark when helping the poor. 

We are starting to increase awareness and opportunities for people to participate in urban 

farming. It's great to see a neighbourhood growing their own food! 

We are trying initiatives when it comes to sourcing food locally. We need to have food literacy 

amongst the poor and students. Make healthy food affordable. 

We are very fortunate to live in a city with direct access to producers 

we are very lucky to live in a city where we don't have to worry about whether or not there will 

be healthy food available.  Due to the fact that the majority of our produce comes from out 

of country and with the weak Canadian dollar we've seen a significant increase in food costs 

which may make it unaffordable to some. 

We are well served with supplies of healthy imported foods and do not need to rely on the 

limited food packages native to this environment. 

We are working on it. Enough for All Strategy and the Food Dignity Collaborative is starting to 

make strides for how to influence and implement innovative ways to need the identified 

needs. 

We do have a few great farmers markets, but they are hard to get to, and only accessible in 

some parts of the city.  We need to do some serious evaluation of if our system provides 

real, or false food security.  We are dependant on Mexico for fresh vegetables, which to me 

makes us very vulnerable.  We are also paying far too much, as our system is in many ways 

is a duopoly, with very few suppliers controlling the market. 

We do have a few near by famers/greenhouses that are providing nutrias fresh foods. 

We do have an increasing number of urban growers, land-share participants, community 

kitchens. 

We don't seem to have "food deserts" in any of our communities. 

We eat so very well and have amazing choices in our markets. 

We have a couple of great farmers' markets. 

We have a great network of farmers markets, both the large ones and the community ones.  

We are also seeing an increase in community gardens which is great. 
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we have a great restaurant scene but not enough nutirtious options 

We have a hard working volunteer based Food Bank that appears to work well at reaching 

those in need. 

We have a lot of options and the quality is excellent 

We have a number of farmers markets in the city and some that operate year round, providing 

locally grown and produced food. 

We have a number of good farmer's markets. 

We have a variety of sources,  food is brought in from other countries that can grow it cheaper 

and improve the balance in our diets 

We have a variety of stores to shop from. 

We have a wide variety of farmers' markets in the summer where we can buy fresh, mostly 

local produce. We need more year-round markets where affordable produce is available. 

we have access to a diversity of food sourced from a wide array of suppliers, ranging from local 

to exotic. Consumers have choice, even tho they may pay more for that choice. 

We have access to healthy and varied foods 

We have access to safe and reliable food, however, much of it comes from other parts of the 

world.  Grown locally will be a great first step. 

We have an abundance of readily attainable , nutritious and affordable food 

We have an enormous selection of healthy food.  Food is very affordable. 

We have farmers markets 

We have great access to fruit and vegetables 

We have lots and lots of grocery stores- but don't put a garden on your front lawn because 

someone will probably complain. 

We have lots of excellent food choices and one of the safest food systems on the planet. We 

are awash in good healthy food choices from Alberta and around the world. Let's get our 

economy moving. Everything else will fall into place when jobs are plentiful and the 

business sector is strong.  I would add that there is a romantic mythology that because food 

is "locally grown", it is somehow better. This is naive and fanciful on a planet of 7 billion 

people. We wealthy folks in the first world have embraced unscientific and idealistic views 
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of food (organic is better, GMO's are bad, etc.) None of the science bears this out but as we 

pursue these ideals we inflict greater harm on our neighbours in other parts of the planet. 

We have lot's of nice expensive restaurants. 

We have lovely farmer's markets, and access to a very wide variety of produce, year round, in 

major grocery stores. It's surprising though that locally grown food in the farmer's markets 

is often more expensive than in the supermarkets. 

We have many different places to go for food from all walks of life. 

We have many diversified food markets. 

We have many farmer's markets & there are a number of programs that promote growing your 

own food, sustainable gardening, community gardens etc. Continuing to promote food 

diversification, locally produced food & educating people on food issues is vital. 

We have many many places to buy good quality  food. I do not see a problem here and the 

question is not necessary. 

We have more choices of where to buy our food and the origin of that food. 

We have more organic food stores available now, but there should be more and it needs to be 

more affordable. 

We have more than we need. 

We have several beautiful, vibrant Farmer's Markets 

We have some choices, but too much imported from around the world 

We have some great farmers markets and local chains that try to incorporate as much local 

food as possible. 

We have some great farmers markets. 

We have some great initiatives in place. 

We have some really fantastic Farmer's Markets with a variety of locally produced products. 

Unfortunately due to our climate we cannot rely solely on local produce during the winter 

months. 

We have some really innovative approaches to urban and peri-urban agriculture, as well as 

some interesting approaches to addressing food access issues. 
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we have some sustainability in our local food system to build on: real, whole home 

grown(alberta grown) stuff. 

We have the climate to grow much more than we do. 

we have the food policy which is great - my recommendation would be that more should focus 

on supporting rural industry because they are very innovative generally as sector - if we can 

remove the roadblocks to accessing the Calgary markets - or even better create the avenues 

to access those markets - fresh, local, organic, afford food will be made available. 

We have vegetarian restaurants! 

We have wonderful access to locally grown food through farmer's markets and even in local 

grocery stores. We need to continue to celebrate this, and price it affordably. 

We live in abundance 

We live in farming territory, there is locally grown organic food but it's too expensive for many 

We need much more FRESH local food access.  Get off the trend bandwagon, eat simple and 

healthy. 

We need to be encouraged to grown our own food.  We need the opportunity to raise chickens, 

goats, sheep in our backyards. 

We need to encourage the production of locally grown food in our Province. It is a Canadian 

curse, that we import so much of our food, when we could develop a more sustainable 

industry here. 

We need to expand access to healthy food to all. 

We need to implement a practical and effective program to allow for raising chickens in the 

city. 

We need to support local suppliers as much as possible.  In the past few years we have 

improved our education on nutrition. 

We pay a lot for food. 

We should celebrate food festival and promote locally grown food. 

We should celebrate Grow Calgary and the awesome work they are doing and we should get on 

board and make #mow3grow happen! 
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We should celebrate initiatives by charitable organizations to secure nutritious food for those 

who would otherwise go hungry. Food is a necessity to life. With the increasing cost of 

nutritious food at grocery stores, the reliance on food banks for this basic necessity is a sad 

statement. Programs which provide healthy, nutritious food directly children in need, 

during the summer school break, deserve particular celebration. Urban farming 

opportunities, and increased access to locally grown food is a great way to keep food costs 

down, such as community gardens. 

We should definitely celebrate the proliferation of Farmers' Markets and community 

gardens....excellent progress! 

We should hang our heads in shame that Food Banks are a way of life for so many people. Why 

not grocery cards. That would be a good beginning. 

we were at one time an agricultural community, lets get back to that 

Well stocked, well priced, high quality food supplies. 

well, we can't celebrate much as one of the only options are large stores like Safeway, 

Superstore, Co-op 

What should be celebrated about Calgary is that programs like the Good Food Box to provide 

fresh fruit and vegetables. Also it is great that 211 exists to direct people to sources of food 

when needed. It might be helpful if more programs were created. 

when everybody eat organic food 

When it comes to food, we will spend more money to keep our health fit. 

While food prices continue to rise (there is nothing the city can really do about this), the variety 

available is commendable 

While I believe we should celebrate our Food Bank and other services that provide for those in 

need, it is a shame that so many have to rely on these sources for 'daily bread'. 

Who is reliant on food banks? Your question holds the judgement that people are consistenly 

reliant on food banks, which is untrue. Do you mean government's reliance on food banks? 

Why are there food deserts in Calgary? Every community should have close access to a grocery 

store, not trendy food markets. Yet many rely on fast food because there are no grocery 

stores near. 
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Why was this again a celebration-- if you have a vehicle you can get to to the Farmer's 

Market.which is largely imported fresh from BC or  Hutterites that do not have to pay taxes 

like the rest of us,,so who is local??  If you can afford it after paying for your roof over your 

head. Seniors included with young families find it hard to eat. AS well this Organic 

nonsense...why is it so expensive to not add the chemicals... WE have some awesome 

Church folks-- that utilize volunteers to plant,weed,and harvest then this bounty is donated 

to the Food Bank. THE GARDEN of EDEN is a fabulous example of local organic food at a  

very low cost!! 

Wide variety 

wide variety of choices 

Wide variety of healthy choices available, though not always affordable. 

With size we have diversity and organizations are moving to use surplus effectively within the 

community. 

With the expansion of farmers' markets there is more access to local food, however the cost of 

this local food makes it unavailable to the poor.  The Good Food Box program run by 

Community Kitchens is an excellent program to assist with this issue. 

Wonderful community run Breakfast clubs and great community kitchen programs 

Would love to see a decent farmers market in the NE 

You can find anything you are looking for in this city, from anywhere in the world 

You can get food anywhere 

You can probably find any ingredient ever listed in the most obscure recipe somewhere in 

Calgary...  But when groceries for my family of 4 are costing upwards of $1200/month (and 

we rarely eat meat) I wonder how low income families can feed their children healthy food 

choices? 

You can still buy pretty much anything you want. 

Definitely more access to nutritious food - still very expensive. 
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Quality of Life 
 

In what ways, if any, has the quality of life in Calgary declined noticeably over the 

past two years? 

 

- Community violence - Economic troubles - New Graduates not being able to find jobs and are 

"forced" to go back into school 

- Economic instability of our economy and it's heavy reliance on oil and gas has affected the job 

market - Car2Go reduced their 'inner city' boundaries which is very unfortunate - The 

Calgary Stampede has not improved their recycling/compost or waste mana 

1) Economic challenges caused by lower oil prices 2) New provincial government making the 

economic situation worse 3) New federal government making the economic situation worse 

4) Calgary Council making the economic situation worse 

1) Urban sprawl segregates communities and makes it harder for people who doesn't have a car 

to move around and be engaged in other activities.  2) The amount of wasted space 

between communities is terrible. This is arable land being wasted when it could be used for 

so much more.  3) Everything that can be regulated is regulated. This often means 

alternative housing ideas are quickly shut down. 

1. Cost of living, property taxes (mine went up 28% this year alone and I'm retired), utilities, 

food. 2.Employment opportunities for all ages. 3. Crime against individuals e.g. B&E, care 

thefts 4. Getting around the city (crazy bike paths not well thought-out) 

1. To expensive to live. 2. Needs rental caps-  3. Dirty- liter and garbage everywhere, they don't 

even sweep the streets anymore for the last 2 years I had to sweep in front of my own 

house in the spring. 4. Not friendly- used to be. 5. Over run by immigrants who do not 

respect Canadian cultures and traditions.  Overall Calgary has gone to hell in a hand basket. 

1-road construction can implement in the way that reduce wasting people's time and wasting 

fuel and energy.now, for long time they narrow roads for long time that does not make 

sense.  2-in some communities, parking vehicles near the corner make a blank sight and 

more accident.  3-Less and less job opportunity for professionals 
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1-Safety 2-Respect 3-Young people spend more time on-line gossip and smoking than reading 

good books or doing sports, what kind of people are we going to have in few years? 4-Sport 

should be very affordable for everybody, specially for people younger than 25. Teenagers 

should be encourage to practice at least one sport 

A lot of people are out of work, so that is really difficult. However, I have noticed that a lot of 

people are taking the initiative to start businesses and find new ways to make a living. 

That's really exciting! 

A number of small shops and businesses are being forces to lay their workers off and possibly 

even close due to the economic downturn.  They are a result of the "trickle down" from the 

oil industry issues.   This puts a stress on the Social Services infrastructure to help more 

people with less resources. 

A scene of civic pride exhibited by city council has decreased noticinly, taxes go up, councillors 

want fat pay raises They appear to be in it for personal gain. 

A sense of not knowing your neighbour, lack of community cohesion. 

A very unpredictable economy. Expensive city. Racist immigration officials 

Absolutely – in many ways! But there is a lot of that which is out of City jurisdiction...education 

/ healthcare, etc.   City Planning has never improved – an embarrassment, really. Allowing 

sideways transactions by council members (AKA Jim Stevenson) – why are they putting 

more warehousing at Country Hills BVD and Deerfoot??   Sports & recreational facilities 

would be great – and perhaps some consideration given to older communities who will stay 

affordable, especially to young families.  LRT to North Central Calgary. Very large 

population, yet continuously ignored by all facets of government.  All in all, it's become 

painfully apparent, Council & Mayor only fight for and give to communities with money. It's 

a sad state of affairs that Northern Hills has fought for LRT, Public High School, additional 

recreation facilities, and even a community meeting centre. No matter how much time and 

effort put forth from our Community Association, from private citizens...we are ignored, yet 

again. 

Access for many Calgarians to affordable food 

Access to affordable mental health services 
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Access to basic necessities such as food, shelter, health and dental care are a challenge for 

more than are identified.   The cost of living is so high that families are burdened with the 

debt they've accumulated, just by trying to survive.   Affordable fun, social and recreational 

activities for those who are working poor are unattainable as the miss eligibility cut off as 

they are not below LICO. Based on expenses, at times low/middle income earners suffer the 

most. 

Access to mental health services 

Access to specialized medical help 

Accessibility, dependence on cars, reliability of transit, road quality, urban sprawl, lack of 

community engagement and involvement. 

Affordability 

affordability - you need money to do anything! 

Affordability and access to sufficient services/supports/housing, continues to be problematic 

across all areas reflected in this survey.  Decline in civil civic engagement.  We need to find a 

new balance, where voices can be heard, but respectful, data driven, good practice 

informed process is allowed to proceed - particularly important if we are to take global 

action on things like increasing supportive housing for the homeless, build public 

infrastructure, address systemic discrimination and poverty issues. 

Affordability and financial stress appear to have increased for many Calgarians and, often, this 

has a negative effect on the community as a whole. Incidence of severe public intoxication, 

street violence, family physical abuse all appear to be on the rise, at least from my personal 

perception. Tolerance of other cultural and religious beliefs also appear to be heavily jaded 

with some citizens, while with others, it seems that they have decided to take a positive and 

firm step to supporting diversity.  Calgary has diverse community and we help others 

embrace the independent beliefs and ways of living of all citizens and remove this narrow 

mindedness that is sometimes apparent. 

Affordability has decreased. 

Affordability of basic needs for citizens. 

Affordability of homes 
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Affordability of housing, transit, food, etc for low income citizens 

affordable housing, awareness of toxins in food, overuse of prescription drugs 

Aggressive and fast driving in all parts of the city makes walking and cycling less safe and more 

intimidating.  We need more enforcement to encourage courteous and safe driving 

behaviour.  The air and noise pollution from vehicles is continuing to be bad even with an 

economic downturn.  We must address this as a society.  We must breathe and we cannot 

turn off our hearing at will.  Peace and health are cornerstones of quality of life. 

Albertans' (weird) desire to have a debt-free government has caused the decline in quality of 

life.  Investing in infrastructure helps keep quality of life up. 

All the negative people who are so focused on just them. Like the Ready to Engage people. We 

are community, we need to think about things at the community level. Not just will my 

street have a new bus going by that will disturb, while it helps 100s of low income 

individuals get to work and students got to school. 

Although housing prices have dropped - I struggle to understand why a person making more 

than $80,000 a year cannot afford to live work and play within the city without making 

tough financial decisions. 

Although my family hasn't personally been affected by the downturn in the economy (namely 

oil/gas), we have friends/family who have lost jobs or are just waiting to see if they will be 

laid off while others in their department lose their jobs. People of the city seem more tired 

and not quite as optimistic. 

An increase in overall crime (drugs/ abuse/ gangs)- ie. prominent issues with a "bike stealing 

ring" that authorities don't seem to be taking seriously. 

Arts & culture more prominent as well as more acceptance of public transportation as the 

public's ongoing mode of getting around. It seems there's less willingness to address urban 

sprawl; although having developers accountable for true costs associated with the 

development of a comprehensive community plan is encouraging. 

As a city I feel we are much more divided and the media and political organizations seem to be 

pushing an agenda of division rather than togetherness.  New immigrant communities v. 

current citizens, left wing v. right wing, energy industry v. green NGOs.  How do we hold 
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onto our proud roots that encourage togetherness, volunteerism, entrepreneurship and can 

do attitude and apply that to a changing population? 

As a city, we are heavily burdened and saddened by the economic downturn. The price of oil 

has dealt a cruel blow to our community. There is a pall that hangs over many of us. To add 

to this, we have governments at every level that have increased taxes, increased spending 

and continued to add bureaucratic barriers to individuals finding a path to success. We need 

less government mot more but that is not playing out in real life. The cost of pyaing off our 

profligate spending will fall on our children and their children but current politicians have 

shown no concern or understanding of that impact.  That said, individual Calgarians are 

trying very hard to soldier on and we have much to celebrate (NMC, cSpace, our charitable 

sector, our arts and culture sector, the Stampede) However as the economy goes, so goes 

our quality of life and a good part of the repsonsiblity for this can be pinned on poor 

representation in city hall and in the Legislature. 

As I work with people with disabilities in Calgary, I continually see issues with accessible 

housing, as well as low-income housing. From my own observations, there has not been 

much forward movement in this area in the past two years. 

As soon as one becomes over the age of 18, everything becomes more expensive, and it 

becomes harder to participate in most activities  (using transit to meet friends, going to 

recreational facilities, education). I would love to be more involved in the activities of 

Calgary, but cannot because I am too young to make enough money to pay for things that 

cost more for me due to my age 

As the city gets larger, the crime escalates.  All the "new" street drugs seem to be taking a toll. 

As the population has increased the avg quality of life has decreased. More people = more 

traffic, more crime, more pollution 

At this time, it is not noticeable that the quality of life has begun to decline. But there has been 

a lot of job loss, recent devastation from the flood, and some higher-quality jobs moving out 

of the province because of costs of doing business here. Yet the housing prices are still very 

high, unattainable for the average Canadian. Not sure how this can be sustained. 

Availability of jobs. Uncertainty of the economic climate. 
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become a more expensive place to live 

Become worse 

Bigotry and racism are still prevalent, and the massive layoffs in the oil industry have been 

tough. 

Bus hours in my neighbourhood have reduced. Childcare is so hard to find, especially before 

and after school care for younger children. 

By loosing jobs in Oil and gas sector. 

Calgary (especially downtown) has become less safe. 

Calgary continues to be a city that's somewhat divided by by income.  There is a lot of 

opportunity to attend sporting events and the arts but the price-tag that accompanies these 

events is prohibitive for a majority of the citizens 

Calgary continues to outgrow its infrastructure. Roads and facilities. Calgary also continues to 

have too much urban sprawl and there still hasn't been enough to create density in the 

inner city e.g. approving legal suites, etc. 

Calgary has become more isolating to live in - no one is friendly anymore.  Also, rents for 

apartments are high, and the economy is struggling.  It's still a great place, but I've seen 

things really slip over the past few years. 

Calgary is a fantastic city. The downtown is awesome with lots of places to go to socialize. The 

only things that I've noticed (and I work downtown so travel to and from 5 days a week) is 

the number of homeless and probably mentally ill people that wander aimlessly around the 

plus 15s and the buildings. They have no where to go and thankfully (I guess) they can hang 

out in the food courts and plus 15s. It's really not ideal and I find it strange that a city like 

Calgary finds it acceptable. Of course there is also a increase of aboriginal peoples that 

seem to be lost as well. I hate seeing anyone without a place to go or a purpose in life but 

that's what I get to see every day at 6:00 a.m. on my way to work. I've also noticed an 

increase in security personal in the corporate buildings downtown which is strange. So to 

recap:  more listless homeless more security in the downtown corporate buildings far less 

people working downtown 
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Calgary is a very expensive place to live and unless you earn a high income it is very difficult to 

enjoy our great city.  I have seen individuals who have lost their jobs and have had to 

reduce their participation in a number of things offered here in Calgary. 

Calgary is becoming very expensive place to live; constant rise in cost of living without rise in 

income is making this city more and more unaffordable. The gap between the rich and poor 

is widening with middle income class qualifying for no help but having no spare income for 

things such as extracurricular activities for kids.  This city is becoming a place for only the 

rich to live comfortably in. 

Calgary is far too expensive... I am almost borderline "happy" that there is an economic 

downturn because it means I might be able to actually afford rent in this city.... and I have a 

University degree and I have a good, stable job and still can barely afford to live and pay for 

food and maintain some sort of balance here. 

Calgary residents these days seem to feel that they can make up their own rules wether it be 

while driving,being drunk or under the influence of drugs,using foul language,...all while in 

the presence of other residents. Just not respecting other people or Canadian laws. 

Calgary seems to have gone from a city with a small town mentality to a big city mentality. 

People are less patient. The culture seems more indivialistic rather than collective. 

Calgary used to have a feeling of community, but over the last two years it has developed more 

a feeling of "us vs. them". Few want to get involved, and fewer still do.  There is antagonism 

between cyclists/ motorists and pedestrians that is encouraged by City Hall.  There is a 

divisiveness in City Hall that filters down to the public.  Our current council seems to believe 

that only those who are in support of their ideas are worth listening to.  We have become 

so focused on imitating larger centres (Toronto/ Vancouver/ New York) that we have 

forgotten what makes Calgary great.   Council developed the "Neighbourhood Day" to try 

and address the problem, but it doesn't seem to have had much impact.  Many Calgarians 

don't know their neighbour's name, and have no desire to learn it, because that may mean 

that they will have to help someone.    This lack of community in the city as a whole was 

driven home in the last month, when the community of Tuscany supported a family in their 

community.  There was fundraising, meal support and visual support (in the form of 
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ribbons) reminding everyone that someone needed help.  This is what Calgary used to be, 

and should be what all of us strive towards. 

Can't find the mental health treatment I need, so I don't have employment. Expenses are rising 

and it's getting harder to pay bills, buy groceries or even afford anything fun. Just exist day 

to day. More noise from cars, speeding on residential streets, traffic is just is awful, people 

are more rude and threatening, especially when caught unlawfully using a handicapped 

spot. Too many "trendy" shopping malls, not enough grocery stores in our communities. 

People just trying to make a living too busy to live, share time. 

Can't really go past the oil prices. On the one hand it means job loss, but on the other hand, an 

opportunity to regroup and reduce reliance on oil. House prices/rental prices are too high 

and just starting to come down. Driving the Deerfoot anywhere, Crowchild, etc. really speak 

to the long-overdue transit situation all over the city. 

can't say - I do believe my answers also reflect the effort I put in. So while I may feel not as 

engaged in my community, much of that is a reflection of the effort I make it getting 

involved sometimes. 

Challenges for those that lost their jobs. 

changes create fears and instability in various aspects of life. as well as the challenges of 

financial increases to food or programs 

City continues to push for densification without providing sustainable communities. North 

Calgary has exploded with over 100000 people now living north of Beddington Trail. No 

public high school, no urgent care facility, an overcrowded and very expensive recreation 

centre, no tennis courts, no basketball courts, no Little League baseball diamond 

(Confederation Park is where our 4 teams play), no social services, no senior services, no 

youth services, no public meeting space, no regional shopping centre (Crossiron Mills the 

closest) and yet City Council still wants to add more housing by developing golf courses. We 

literally have to get in our cars for everything. The closure of Harvest Hills Golf Course is 

significant and has outraged the community. More people with no services. The city has 

FAILED in building sustainable communities and is making it worse. 

City council and community appears to be lacking civility in public forms 
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City government is making it too expensive to live here especially for fixed income seniors. They 

need to stop increasing costs at the expense of tax payers. 

City government needs to learn give consideration to taxpayers. This group have show no 

empathy for the taxpaying public. The mayor sustains among the highest salaries in the 

country but acts like taxes need to go. Start looking at efficiencies. Reduce costs of 

operation. It is not brain surgery. Get rid of the free loading mayor. 

City hall does not listen to its people. We need more attention paid to road safety, cleaning 

streets and access especially in winter even to our own houses. Although we are " 

consulted" on community development, we are never listened to. 

City has gotten more expensive. Property taxes are skyrocketing. Traffic is bananas! 

City has gotten much more expensive.  Council seems very out of touch with economic realities. 

City of Calgary really need to focus on infrastructure. Deerfoot, especially, is horrible. Fire pits 

are way to close to homes and is like living in a forest fire when my neighbours light them 

up (doesn't help when they burn garbage). They need to readdress fire pits. I'm not the only 

one who complains. Taxes are way too high. People are becoming so rude. I've lived here all 

my life and this city is truly not the same as it was.  Buying a house in a small town far from 

Calgary. I just can't afford to live here anymore. 

Clearly the economy has impacted the quality of life for many people. There is a definite 

increase in inequity that Calgary needs to address and the gap needs to be closed. Housing 

is too expensive and opportunities are not accessible for all Calgarians. I think as Calgary re-

adjusts to our economic reality, this will only get worse and we will see an increase in a 

number of social issues. 

Closed businesses, loss of employment, increased crime and domestic abuse 

Communities that were once suburb but that are now considered inner city are being 

dramatically changed by high rises and the traffic, congestion, and crime associated with 

higher and more diverse populations. Allow these communities to keep their flavour by 

keeping high rises in the core.  Example. The Blackfoot trailer park is an eyesore and waste 

of space. If you have to put up a high rise do it there where there are no immediate 

neighbours to be impacted. Instead you propose multiple 17 story buildings that will 
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dramatically affect the traffic on Bonaventure, 94th avenue and Southland drive. Please 

reconsider allowing this property to be used in this way. Please keep buildings in older 

communities 5 stories and under. Please let these areas keep their personality.  Do we 

really want to look like Toronto?   Also noticing less and less courtesy on the roads. 

Commercials on tv to help people to be more aware of how being aware of opportunities to 

be polite while driving impacts everyone would help. 

Community consultation process has become one-way.  Mayor's way or the highway.  Social 

engineering is going too far.  We are getting nickeled and dimed at every turn.  The value 

we get for our taxes is declining. 

Concern over public safety, even during the day in some areas of town.  Concern over the lack 

of respect young people have for others.  Concern over the rising violence in our city.  Keep 

our cities safe. 

concerned over safety at night riding the LRT 

Connectivity among Calgarians has decreased.  We are getting more competitive with each 

other as the number of jobs decrease. 

Cost of food has increased, rent (until recently) was becoming very expensive, cost of art 

facilities (North Mount Pleasant Arts Centre) has increased 

Cost of food, increased taxes and user fees 

Cost of housing has risen while good jobs have declined. Our young graduates are leaving 

Calgary in search of jobs and somewhere they can afford to own a home. 

Cost of living 

cost of living has gone up 

Cost of living has reached ridiculous levels, property taxes must be reduced, housing density 

and affordability, traffic congestion and road expansion all desperately need to be 

addressed. Stop wasting tax payers money on extravagant facilities nobody uses and over 

priced art no one ever see's!!!!!!!! I for one, no longer go to any events in the downtown 

core mainly due to the difficulty of getting to these events and the insane costs involved 

with parking/admission, especially anything at the stampede grounds. 
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Cost of living is growing in all areas but wages are not and I'm seeing the impact on unemployed 

friends and acquaintances now. Serious diversification needs to become everyone's priority.  

Where we talk about diversification we ignite ideas and hope, some people need hope - 

unfortunately hope doesn't feed a family. 

Cost of living is horrendous Wages have gone down Lost jobs 

cost of living is very high 

Cost of living too high!  tough to raise a family in Calgary if you don't have higher than average 

income. 

Cost of living vs. wage increase/stability  Not as clean as it use to be  Not as safe as it use to be  

Unemployment situation is increasing at an alarming rate.  Job security not what it use to 

be.  Seniors kicked out of housing, in shelters, can't afford food, medicine etc.  So many new 

people, not enough housing, jobs etc.  No real plan for refugees 

Cost of living way too high 

cost to participate as a family; higher food costs; lack of activities downtown. 

Costs  lower employment, less income 

Costs have increased, wages have not, it is difficult to maintain your quality of life when you are 

struggling to cover the cost of necessities. 

Crime 

Crime 

Crime and terrible traffic conditions. 

Crime had increased dramatically in IngleWood affecting friends and neighbours. We are 

starting to feel we need to live in fortresses to try and ensure things we have worked hard 

for will be taken.  Bicycles especially are being blatantly taken. 

Crime has increased, the streets and Riverwalk seem less safe for walking. Get the bicycles OFF 

the sidewalks! 

Crime has made us nervous, as well as all of the speeding on our street. 

Crime is up, work is down. Prices stay the same. Not an affordable place to live. 

Crime rate up have had personal property stolen windows smashed twice in last few months , 

insurance paid nothing I paid out of pocket, I'm afraid to go to the park to leave my house, 
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taxes and utilities keep going up yet my wages have gone down in fact I lost my job due to a 

car injury caused by a distracted driver, I'm afraid ill have to sell my house and move else 

where and yet you keep spending more and more money do not ask for a new stadium on 

my tax dollars private industry can pay if they want it , you bring in 2000 or more refugees  

but we have no jobs for us  not wise and you wonder why we don't trust you don't vote 

wake up cut the budget reduce spending show fiscal responsibility before it is too late. 

Crime...especially residential break in.  Lack of desire to fix obvious trasportation issues for 

vehicles and overspending on transit and bike lanes on roads. 

Crimes Unemployment People are becoming unfriendly. 

Crowded pathways and facilities.  Traffic congestion. 

Decline in public transportation Increase in user pay services and or fees 

decline in the economy; people without work, decrease in moral, decrease in spending. Affects 

everyone in the City, one way or another 

Declined noticeably.  We are in a recession / depression.  What do you expect?  And the 

government continues to raise taxes to cover their losess driving more people into closing 

shop or declaring bankruptcy. 

Declined only because of the economic downturn that has affected so many people in Calgary. 

Otherwise it is a great place to live and enjoy life. 

Declined. 

Declined... because of cost of living. I have lived here my entire 44 years of life. Too many 

people live here now, empty lots of property without houses can cost as high as one 

million... this is unsustainable and I can't wait until the whole house of cards collapse.  Most 

children growing up in Calgary will never be able to afford a home here if our system keeps 

heading down it's current path. 

Declines:  The number of job opportunities has declined over the past two years. I've seen more 

aggressive behaviour from drivers, pedestrians and cyclists over the past two years. 

Declining performance of the economy; lack of clear indications of economic turnaround; low 

evidence of a robust leadership handle on inspiring citizen confidence in efforts to 
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resuscitate the economy; lack of economic diversity safety nets; hemorrhaging 

sustainability of housing markets etc 

Decrease in employment has affected many families negatively. 

decreased Employment opportunities, architecturally inappropriate residential additions  in the 

older neighborhoods,  lack of wetlands protection while developing new neighborhoods, 

lack of  public funds to support  community  association's operations. Volunteers can only 

do so much. CA's are very important organizations to  guide the sustainability and well 

being of neighborhoods. 

Decreased sponsorship of public free events 

decreasing number of jobs, increasing taxes lead to poverty 

deerfoot speed way is scary to drive on some drivers are criminal, break in and killings violence 

increased taxes ..utilities just keep going up even when we lose our jobs no one cares I don't 

feel safe and don't think I can afford to retire here too much of my income goes to 

excessively high priced food gasoline utilities  everytime I buy some energy efficient 

appliance prices go up so I still pay more and save nothing 

definitely decreased. 

Desperate people due to economic changes, job losses, homelessness, desperate families. 

Struggling families. Struggling immigrants and refugees. Not enough services to meet need 

due to increased demand. 

Developers taking over the inner city neighbourhoods and creating expensive accommodation, 

which the local inhabitants are unable to afford. City council's support for the almighty 

development dollar despite the local community associations' and residents' objections. 

Displays of aggressive, offensive and irritating behavior in the downtown core continue to 

increase.  This is an indicator of larger issues around inclusion, opportunity and mental 

health and addictions treatment, however it has to date been addressed as a 

communications and enforcement issue which it is not. 

Dog park removed in deep SW. No other dog parks in the area.  Jobs extremely hard to come by 

due to economic times. 
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Don't like to go down town to events at night. Can't see to go downtown without someone 

hassling you for money. 

Downturn in oil/gas has had obvious effects on jobs, which, in turn, affect poverty rates, 

domestic abuse, difficulties for Aboriginal and ethnic inclusion, etc.  Need to diversify 

economy, e.g. by looking for economic opportunities related to renewables and energy 

conservation potential. 

downturn in the economy, governmental leadership change (drastic changes that create social 

deficit and mistrust), too much self congratulation from 2 years ago based on the Vital Signs 

study. Xenophobia when it comes to immigration, gender roles/rights, suppressing religious 

view points in the marketplace and education systems instead of celebrating diversity. 

These things lead to a toxic environment where peoples rights are not respected. What 

confuses me the most is the lack of desire to allow affordable housing for vulnerable people 

(homeless in Calgary). Get this right. 

Drivers more aggressive and speeding. 

Driving courtesy has deteriorated.  wasteful spending at city hall on non essential items. 

Due the the downturn in the economy, the sense of stability has slipped, the city will recover as 

it always does. 

Due to lower economic activity, I have noticed a few less people out and about at cultural 

events. 

Due to slump in oil and gas we hve too many lay offs and that is creating hardship for all of us. 

Due to the poor economy, loss of jobs, and increase in the price of groceries, has affected just 

about every Calgarian over the past two years. 

Due to the rise in unemployment, economic instability, and an uncertain future, the quality of 

life has decreased. A diversified economy would prevent such issues in the future. 

Each year, Calgary becomes more sophisticated and cosmopolitan. This helps earn Calgary a 

better reputation across the world. 

economic changes significant 

Economic decline and mass layoffs.  More stress for those both employed and unemployed. 
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Economic decline and unemployment has led to socially displaced and economically vulnerable 

demographics. 

economic decline has had ripple effects and most arenas 

economic development economic diversity too much deteriorating infrastructure - roads 

constantly under construction too reliant on cars 

Economic downturn has created greater unemployment. 

Economic downturn has had negative effects in all areas. People's happiness, availability of 

services, philanthropy, etc. 

Economic downturn has had obvious effects on opportunities and overall quality of life 

Economic downturn has obvious negative impact on QOL. Also leads to a utilitarian mindset - all 

about survival. More cars. Not enough affordable housing. 

Economic downturn is causing a SIGNIFICANT decline in quality of life.  This is being ignored 

largely by Calgary institutions who want to keep the message that "everything is great".  It 

isn't great.  I'm out of work and there are limited prospects for this changing.  A colleague of 

mine with 10+ years of oil and gas experience is working at a home improvement store.  

Things need to change.  SEND ALL EXPATRIATE WORKERS HOME NOW!  Make companies 

say when they are laying off people - even if it's only one person in a month.  Stop the  

corporate lying NOW! 

Economic downturn, number of unemployed or underemployed people 

Economic environment and loss of jobs 

Economic frailties have created strife for many and uncertainty. Naturally this has long term 

and wide spread effect on the community. Learning fiscal responsibility at all levels is 

difficult. 

economic opportunities down. Inequality and persistent poverty with little action make things 

worse. Property taxes up. 

Economic opportunities for all citizens has declined and especially for new graduates. 

Economic opportunities have decreased but forced us to explore new ways to collaborate on 

"Big Ideas" that were ignored during boom years. Let's strategize on where we want to go 

and park the resources to go there as we cycle out of this downturn. 
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Economic prospects are bleak couple with a municipal government that is unwilling to share the 

pain and reign in its own organization and cost structure 

Economic reasons 

Economic recession, job loss, increase in poverty, increase in mental health issues. 

Economic recession-people moving away for work.  There's been a pause, but also rising 

housing affordability in accessible communities that have great mobility like access to LRT.  

There's been a trend to monster million dollar homes in the inner city that's spreading now 

to the outer inner city that locks these neighbourhoods into "rich-only" places to live. 

Economic state 

economic uncertainty has left many people uneasy, fearful of what the future holds. This seems 

to put a damper on willingness to to do and try new things in case they don't last. 

Economic, thinking specifically of unemployment and underemployment. 

Economically - oil and gas. 

Economically & Behaviorally (hate crimes, intolerance) 

Economically Issues of domestic abuse 

Economically we are in a decline. It has been difficult to get jobs, difficult to retain renters 

without them just breaking their leases with total disregard. I think it's been really hard on 

everyone and with diversifying our economy we are continually beholden to this boom and 

bust cycle. 

Economically. 

economy 

Economy and mass lay-offs 

economy has been hit hard, and the Provincial NDP and Federal Liberals have increased taxes.  

Calgary has a can-do attitude, which is being taken advantage of by others.  Calgary will 

rebound, but needs to focus on itself until the economic situation improves. 

economy has gone down  crowded, lots of traffic 

Economy impacts quality 

Economy job layoffs increase in crime rate 
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Economy obviously has a big part in quality of life especially for those directly impacted by lay-

offs in the oil industry.  At the same time, there seems to be a disconnect with some of the 

city policies regarding things like bike paths, transit and business taxes.  Spend the money 

on supporting and expanding transit - including free parking at C Train stations.  Do not 

spend it on bike lanes that are used by so few.  I am an avid cyclist myself, but do not 

appreciate the preachy tone of some of the city councillors who insist they know better 

than I do what is "good for me" such as higher density for housing, dedicated BRT lanes and 

dedicated bike lanes.  Use the existing roads and mark them as bike friendly (like 2nd street 

sw between 12th ave and Elbow Dr) for low/no cost. 

Economy, rental market, jobs, over paid officials, too heavy local government, favouritism when 

it comes to city attention, areas with rich people get better services 

Economy...everything is rising in price except for wages and number of careers/jobs. Calgary is 

too expensive 

employability, resiliency, dealing with mental health issues on the street and in the workplace 

across all demographics 

Employmemt 

employment 

Employment Cost to buy a house affordable housing and rental options 

Employment has become a big issue. Even those with jobs are stressed out with over-work and 

bullying pressures. 

Employment opportunities 

Employment opportunity has degraded significantly with new provincial government policy and 

lack of understanding of the economy. Businesses need to grow and not be hampered by 

more taxes and greater regulation. We have a great can do spirit and we need support from 

our elected officials. Greater commerce leads to more philanthropy, stifled business will 

lead to more pressure on our charities. 

Entrance fees higher, groceries more expensive, yet most salaries have remained stagnant. 

Even in the past 2 years there are people still dealing with the after effects of the flood.  The 

drop in the price of oil, decline in interest rates and drop in the value of the Canadian dollar 
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have all affected Calgary. There is a fear of economic uncertainty underlying our 

community. 

Ever increasing municipality taxes & charges 

Everthing is more expensive and I run out of money every pay cheque. I can't afford to feed my 

kids, send them to school, pay fees for everything, pay my bills. But I have a good job so I 

don't qualify for any help. It wasn't like this 2 years ago. 

Every year our taxes go up our utilities but services are failing,Im tired of paying for garbage 

pick up when my box is always empty maybe once a month I have some garbage, last year I 

had my car broken into twice  this has never happened before in my neighbourhood I do 

not feel safe here anymore, I lost my job due to an injury from a distracted driver who rear 

ended me now I live in poverty and still my taxes and utilities are the same, my neighbours 

complain if my tree branches are hanging over the sidewalk and call by law so I cut it less 

oxygen for a city starving for fresh air , we need more police not bylaw officers  the deerfoot 

is a disaster waiting to happen people cutting me off from the right and left speeding by me 

as I drive 100 I feel like I'm going slow they are rude selfish and dangerous one day a multi 

vehicle pile up will shut it down and it will be too late, first chance I get id sell move away 

and take all my investments with me and never return. 

Everyone seems to be selling their homes, decrease in property price. 

everything is crowded, streets, events, festivals... 

everything is expensive . 

Everything is so expensive here. I used to be able to live comfortably on what I make 

(professional with a graduate degree--so not minimum wage by any means), but over the 

last 2 years, this has become increasingly difficult.   My grocery bill has doubled in the last 2 

years, and some items are simply outside my budget now. I am fortunate to have the 

opportunity to garden and grow some of my own food, but others are not.   Parking fees 

throughout the city are ridiculous, particularly in the core. Parking rates increased by 33% at 

my end of town in the last 2 years, and they were quite high to begin with. 

Everything is too expensive. A disability pension barley provides the bare minimum. 

Excess political and social engineering and very little cost of living/taxation /spending control 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 665 

expansion beyond the ring road continues to create a disjointed view of Calgary. while the 

community feel can be more 'local' than the whole city, due to the traveling across the city 

for service (sports and work) that community feel is not fostered.  the city should be higher 

not wider to encourage more interaction and participation with one another. (it's more 

difficult to ignore the neighbor whose quality of life is lower than your own if you see them 

more often) 

Expensive housing & recreation excludes many citizens & adds to their stress levels 

Expensive housing, expensive food, expensive entertainment.  Overall greed of the average 

person and their intensions. 

Extreme taxation is hurting all middle & lower income families in this city. Preventing them 

from increasing the quality of life 

Falling oil prices but the things are looking up already 

Far too much ineptitude in administration by the City employees and the city of Calgary 

Faster pace, neighbors not knowing on another, No increase in programs for Seniors. 

Fear due to downturn. Not keeping in mind this is just a low and we were too "high" in the first 

place. It's rooted in selfishness and wrongful (often time from a place of extreme privilege) 

entitlement.   Don't take time to unravel and understand root causes of challenges.  The 

unwillingness to change although it's no longer working (And it wasn't working for many. 

Too many left behind or fell through gaps).   We need a city for EVERYONE. 

Fear more than anything has eroded the quality of life in Calgary. Fear of uncertainty, fear of 

the unknown, fear of losing jobs, fear of losing homes, fear of government that is going to 

change things too rapidly for people to adapt. 

Feel less safe 

few people say hi to a stranger on the pathways...eyes down and avoid connection many of us 

value money as success over culture, connection. 

Fewer employment opportunities, higher cost of living, especially in regard to high quality, 

organic foods 

Fewer employment opportunities. 

Fewer employment options, property value decrease. 
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Fewer job opportunities, but cost of living still increasing. 

Fewer jobs. Cost of living higher. More food recalls, need more food security. 

fewer print-books in the libraries 

Financially it is very expensive. Inclusion is a great thing, however it seems that some groups 

are given more attention and opportunity to be included than others. Newer areas of the 

city have all the amenities you could possibly want, parks, green space, access to bike paths 

and walkways, etc. While older neighbourhoods have had no improvements made in this 

regard. 

Food and housing are very expensive, still, and the job market is not improving yet. 

Food prices are rising, and no efforts are being supported to grow food locally. 

Food, transportation, and housing are all expensive, especially for a student on fixed income. 

For me I feel that the quality of life has improved in Calgary with the expansion of the 

pathways, public spaces, parks, art, festivals.  A lot of these are free and accessible to all 

For me it hasn't declined at all but due to the economy and the amount of job losses it has 

declined for lots of people. I've loved my life there though. 

For me life seems to be alright in Calgary but we could alway use another Hospital and Transit 

really needs to get more passenger space 

For me, it hasn't declines. I am less busy at work, but I haven't found that life in the city has 

changed on a broader scale. 

For me, my QoL has improved...more recreation, social time and more money. While I am 

getting older, my health continues to be sustained with good food/exercise and many 

social/recreational outlets. BUT for most around me this is not the case, the stress of loss of 

work or limited resources/high costs amidsts the usual ups and downs of life is a constant.  

Watching people suffering is difficult, I feel like I need to provide more support to others - 

which is something I value... can also be draining. The past  years have challenged my 

abilities as a support/caregiver.  Otherwise, the quality of my life is very very good. I feel 

lucky to live here to enjoy the beautiful fresh environment and interesting diverse people. 

For myself quality of life has remained the same or improved.  For unemployed Calgarians and 

indigenous individuals QOL I believe has decreased. 
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For people who were poor 2 years ago, their opportunities to get out of poverty have been few 

and they may be worse off now.  With the lack of affordable housing, access to nutritious 

food, and most of all, ways of improving their income, a significant portion of Calgary's 

population is increasingly desperate. 

For those affected by the economic downturn, I have noticed an increase in visible debt issues ( 

banks taking over home ownership for defaulted mortgages) 

For those of means, not much change. For those in the poverty cycle or with mental health 

issues, life just gets more and more difficult. Affordable housing access is desperately poor 

for those who are most vulnerable. Protection for victims of domestic violence is poor. The 

court system is unaccessible/impossibly expensive for the ones who need it most and fails 

victims of violence.  In this system children have no voice. 

Gang wars more prevalent. Segregated neighbourhoods along racial lines. Less jobs. Higher 

property taxes. 

Gangs on the streets 

Garbage rate, not as much public transportation availability. Roads 

Getting around the city is more difficult and expensive.  Decision making on major issues takes 

too long. Political correctness has often overridden common sense. Unions have too much 

influence on day to day costs of everyday needs of public. Taxes increases have become 

absurd. Minorities rule the majority. 

Getting to be too much nimby-ism. Loud vocal minorities( of mainly old rich white guys) have 

too much power in planning. Eg SW brt, secondary suites, skateboard parks planning - need 

people that want and need these services to have more power and engagement 

Given recent global events, I feel as if there has been an increase in crimes and incidents fueled 

by hate. 

Government has pushed marginal programs on us. We don't need bike lanes,  we don't need 

compost bins,  we need lower taxes,  we need to reduce government,  the mayor is out of 

touch with a great many of us. 

Great question. Increased crime. Lack of apparent motivation by the policy to pursue criminals. 

I think one way that we could vastly improve our quality of life here would be to go after all 
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criminals -- even petty ones -- a la New York City's broken window theory. If a city won't 

hold petty criminals responsible, there is an assumption on the part of criminals that it is a 

culture of apathy. NYC was able to significantly reduce violent crime by holding all criminals 

responsible.   Also, if we're going to have bike lanes, cyclists need to be held to the law (Ie if 

they are on their bike, they are a vehicle). Frequently see cyclists going down the wrong side 

of the road, crossing in crosswalks without getting off their bikes), driving down the 

sidewalks. Witnessed a number of pedestrians nearly getting hit.  So, net net -- please start 

enforcing the laws such that law-abiding, tax paying citizens are not penalized. 

Growing costs of living not accompanied by increasing income , it is rather the opposite. 

Gun violence is increasing and I have concerns about vagrants in the downtown core and 

beltline. In my neighborhood and area (Penbrooke and the area from Forest Lawn to 

Falconridge) there has been a lot of violence and theft. 

Has not declined; other than losing my job and being unemployed for 1 year now. Definitely has 

not improved any. 

Having a easy way to find a job than other city in Canada. The best way of living in Calgary. 

Having elected a potentially more responsible provincial government, many Calgarians have 

taken to blaming it for the mistakes of the past and things beyond its control. 

Having to advocate to keep recreational green spaces is pretty insane 

Healthcare and education morale struggling and severely low. Service is being affected in the 

public sector and it is affecting our youth and our disadvantaged people 

High property taxes reduce quality of life 

high unemployment rate and increases in cost of living 

high unemployment rate and/or fear of layoffs across many sectors  gang violence 

Higher prevalence of unemployement 

higher property taxes (so less affordable to get out and enjoy the city, and more stressful just 

trying to make ends meet) 

Higher property taxes and cost of food. 

higher tax rates result in decreased quality of life, less money to spend on lifestyle needs in a 

high-cost city 
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Higher unemployment rates has led to higher rates of crime and more domestic violence. 

Higher unemployment rates which has contributed to cases of family disruptions, domestic 

violence and higher needs for the food bank. All these have contributed to the decline of 

quality of life in Calgary in the past two years. 

higher unemployment related to oil prices 

Higher unemployment, more vehicle traffic, higher taxes, more violence, I think the quality of 

life has declined. 

Homelessness and poor economy that effects all areas of vitality based on a system too 

dependent on an unsustainable oil and gas industry. 

Hostility towards the provincial government, blaming them for the crashing economy. It's 

depressing. 

House prices are still out of reach for most people or because rental/housing prices, people end 

up with less income to support a positive quality of life. 

Housing affordability, ageing infrastructure (eg Crowchild Tr.), income inequality. 

Housing affordability. 

Housing continues to be a big issue. There just aren't enough options for people in the city who 

are really struggling. Those who are one step away from homelessness.   As there is no 

other place to do so on this survey, I wanted to give feedback on the survey itself. There 

was no option to indicate that I am a disabled person, and that impacts a lot of my answers 

to this survey. For instance, I am unable to volunteer my time because there just aren't 

opportunities available for someone who is mostly bedbound (but could do some online 

activities or minimal activities from home) to volunteer. I can't donate to charity because I 

am unable to work and have been struggling to get the financial assistance I personally need 

for myself. 

Housing costs are still high even with economic decline, food costs have risen, job security has 

declined. 

Housing is too expensive and our city taxes just went up quite a bit this year. This is difficult for 

seniors on a fixed pension. Other fees such as the new green box fee keep rising or getting 

added on to existing bills while income is fixed so that means we have to cut back on 
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something else. I would like to see more control over local taxes. When I see the wages of 

local police and other city staff I can understand why our taxes are so high, but the city 

needs to take control of this and stop raising taxes and fees. 

Housing Prices Sub standard construction No attention to heritage buildings No sens of 

preservation Things are built only to be torn down Being underpaid Undercutting P{rice of 

fuel Price of food  Greedy Oil men never had/have a problem paying full over inflated prices 

for anything,.so what does that means for the rest of us?  We are stuck paying too much 

money for things and are either living cheque to cheque or are house poor.  Ive lived here 

for 14 years and am moving soon. I'm done with this rat race and it's backwards arrogance.  

It used to be fun living here.  Also, besides the laughable "cowboy culture", there IS no 

culture here. It's barren and boring. All people care about are their toys and 

money,...Calgary could have been a wonderful place but now it just simply sucks. 

I actually have not noticed it, despite of course the economic downturn.   When I first moved to 

Calgary (almost 10 years ago) I experienced my first major snowstorm within a couple of 

months. There was probably a foot and a half of snow on the ground. I was walking out of 

my apartment complex on my way to work, and a young man ran past me positively giddy. 

"Happy Monday!" he shouted. Then he turned back without breaking pace, and added "This 

is Calgary - if you see somebody, help somebody!"  I think this is what really adds to the 

quality of life. I have a neighbouring family where I live now, our kids play together - they 

are struggling with poverty. But they are also some of the most generous people I have 

known. They sprint out of their home to help a stranger change a flat tire, they share 

whatever they have - whether it's a pot of coffee or a smile. This is our culture, this is our 

quality of life. People are making less and individuals are stressed out more. But 

communities seem to be managing the stress of our individuals' with the collective 

resiliency we torque up whether facing a flood or a recession. 

I am concerned about the over-emphasis of legislating safety for kids. Ideas like "approved 

sledding hills" makes me sad for kids growing up in a community that wants everyone to fit 

the same mold. 
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I am grateful that I live here, that I am generally healthy, that I have a good, safe place to live 

and sufficient food to eat.  I don't think my quality of life has declined at all. 

I am married, and both my spouse and I earn decent enough money to maintain a middle-class 

lifestyle. However, with the constant increase in property taxes, user fees, and other taxes 

at all three levels of government, I feel this lifestyle is threatened. By the time, I pay for 

everything, my take home pay continues to decrease. This then encourages me to donate 

less and spend less. This in turn will have a negative effect on Calgary's economic health. For 

example, whereas I used to go out for dinner weekly, I now go every 4-5 weeks. I visit local 

markets less and attend fewer public events when the tickets are costly.  I know this doesn't 

really answer the question, but there was not a chance anywhere in this survey to point this 

out. 

I am new to Calgary, so I don't know about the past two years. I do know it is very difficult to 

interact with my neighbours. Everyone keeps to themselves and it is quite sad. 

I became s home owner and can't afford to be so really because it is too expensive.  I work in 

not for profit and this makes finances challenging which is really unfortunate. 

I believe Calgary is losing its sense of Roots...the Calgary Stampede is more like Las Vegas or 

Disneyland than the wonderful country Fair it originated from...soon we will have only 

plastic livestock and no feel for agriculture and western ways.  Sad. 

I can only speak about my own experience - and that is that I have been struggling with mental 

health issues and just now, a year after having issues, seeing a psychiatrist.  And obviously 

the downturn is effecting the quality of life in general - many people have lost their jobs. 

I can't really comment on this, but I can say that the neighbourhood activities that were really 

thriving a few years back (CA activities, ladies' group, spontaneous get-togthers) seem to 

have dwindled in my own community. (lack of interest, people are too busy...?) 

I do not work in the energy industry, so I am not directly affected, but I do notice that 

development money for not-for-profits is reduced and there are many people out of work 

and feeling badly about it. Also the vacancy rate has increased, which means more 

affordable accommodations for some. Restoration after the flood is slow and it is frustrating 

to see many pathway closures still in effect. 
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I don't believe it has declined.  I believe that more people are aware and have been impacted 

by the current economic conditions but through this change come counter-balancing is 

taking place; people are re-evaluating their priorities and the future of how we sustain 

ourselves (individually/community and beyond). 

I don't know if the quality of life has declined, I would say that with the economic downturn, 

perhaps some of the social issues and challenges in Calgary have been brought to light. 

I don't know that it has declined except for those who've lost good jobs. But the media reports 

tend to exaggerate the bad and de-emphasize the good 

I don't think it has declined 

I don't think it has declined but more affordable, healthy grocery/food options and more 

diversity and affordability of housing would go a long way to improve the city. Also 

providing more transportation options other than private automobile use should be high 

priority. 

I don't think it has declined.   Quality of life is not defined by your salary. 

I don't think it has. 

I feel badly for families who have been negatively impacted by job losses due to the downturn 

in the economy. 

I feel less safe walking downtown at all hours of the day; There is an 'us' vs 'them' mentality 

when talking with people from inner city neighbourhoods and the new outskirt 

developments; Council does not listen to citizens. 

I feel like people have become less kind, patient, tolerant, altruistic - much more self centred, in 

a hurry, unwilling to help one another. 

I find people are ruder and absorbed in their own world of hurry - 

I find that our economy is too dependant on the petroleum industry and that when the 

economy is weak, people aren't as happy. I think that there should be a wider variety of 

jobs and income to diversify our economy and stabilize household incomes. 

I get frustrated with traffic so I hope that LRT lines can be expanded. I think the urban sprawl 

has gone way too far and I think we need to look at new ways of preserving natural space 

for other species. 
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I have been in Calgary less than 2 years 

I have been surprised at the number of NIMBY reactions to some of the good initiatives put 

forward by the City of Calgary.  It seems as if the value of property trumps the common 

good. 

I have concerns about the escalation of  taxes  on both homes and businesses.  Will this drive 

people out of the city. The economic downturn is having a noticeable negative effect on the 

city. 

I have had to move into a position at work where the hours are precarious and need to work 6 

days a week in order to achieve a living wage. I work part time. 

I have not noticed any decline 

I have not noticed any decline in the quality of life in Calgary. 

I have not seen a delcine. Only that people are complaining more and blame government for 

the decline in the economy 

I HAVE NOTED improvement 

I have only been here one year; I think folks are more reliant on free food sources and need 

more community supports than before due to the economic downturn and difficulty finding 

jobs. 

I have only lived here for three years, but so far, I am very impressed with the quality of life in 

Calgary. The city is beautiful and has so many opportunities for people of all ages. It makes 

me want to raise a family here in comparison to other smaller cities with less opportunity. 

I have really noticed the increase in property taxes over the last few year.  Killarney Pool is 

closed but there isn't an increase in programs elsewhere to make up for the loss of their 

camps over the summer. 

I have seen increase in domestic violence, less safe affordable housing & more insecurity over 

life situations i.e. work/home & levels of violence in communities 

I haven't been here for two years, so I can't totally say.   In the past year and a half that I have 

been here, however, the quality of life has decreased through the instability of jobs. This 

has led to a host of issues, including poor mental health, lack funding for charities, etc. 

I haven't notice a chance in the quality of life in Calgary but I don't work for an oil company. 
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I just have one year here, but i think the price of rent is not very good even this make it worst 

when we are newcomers and we just have one person working in the family earning the 

minimum wage. those things are related to each other . would be grat it can improve this 

two areas. 

I live in a central neighborhood (Mission) and I often feel unsafe due to the drunk and 

judgmental crowds during the Lilac Festival, on the evenings when there are hockey games 

and during Stampede. I just find it very odd that I pay high taxes and then have to tolerate 

non-neighbors who make sexual threats to women and homophobic threats to men. It 

would be so much better to provide these venues in the neighborhoods that want them. 

This is consistently the reason I will eventually leave Calgary. 

I live in the inner city.  The number of smaller or "normal" size homes on generous gardens that 

are being replaced by huge infills that mean a loss of mature trees is alarming considering it 

removes affordability of the inner city, reduces land that can be used for home gardening 

including vegetable gardening, without really increasing density.  At the same time I see 

underdeveloped lots and parking lots everywhere, with no incentive to get these 

landowners to redevelop.  As I age myself, and see friends dealing with aging parents, I 

realize that there are minimal supports for senior citizens and their families.  Warehousing 

of older folk with dementia seems to be the only solution.    I'm alarmed by the lack of 

support for people with mental health issues which in turn drives up crime and 

homelessness, particularly in times of economic stress.  I'm concerned by the emphasis on 

"volunteers" to do what should be provided though government services.  Volunteers 

should be used to enhance and provide opportunities for citizens to meet one another, get 

involved in interesting activities, and to interact with different groups.  Volunteering should 

be around events and recreational activities.    Education and poverty should be addressed 

by meaningful and decently paid, properly educated professionals working for all levels of 

government. 

I love Calgary's landscape and the mountains but people are so racist here that making this city 

unbearable! 
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I miss the old Calgary. Friendly people, nice pace of life, lots of fun and affordable things to do.  

Traffic congestion gets worse everyday. 

I moved to Calgary from Winnipeg in 2008. I have never looked back, and love living in Calgary. 

There are more opportunities for people here if they are willing to take them. The key is to 

want to make this city your home, and live a good healthy and stable life. 

I moved to the suburbs five years ago and I have found it hard to find a niche there. 

I really miss local arts writing and coverage with the loss of FFWD. There hasn't been anything 

come up to replace it. 

I still have a job and so does my husband. Some of my friends are not so lucky. 

I think Alberta has become a very divided and depressed province. We have an invigorating 

new government that has lead to death threats, violence, ignorance and abuse. I am tired of 

it.   My quality of line has remained the same as I was not affected by the drop in oil prices, 

but Calgary itself has an attitude problem, specifically the wealthy white men who work in 

the oil and gas sector. 

I think it has stayed about the same over the past 2 years. Looking longer term, I think that 

traffic congestion has decreased the quality of life and Calgary Transit's bus system does 

little to get me around it I want to go anywhere away from the LRT lines. 

I think it is actually improving since we have a new provincial and federal government that 

aren't guided by a spirit of complacency and narrow self interest. Having lived in Calgary for 

nearly 65 years, I am more optimistic about the province  now  than in all of the  prior years 

I think it is important to keep things in perspective. On a global and even national scale Calgary 

is a wonderful place to live with a very high quality of life. While there are always ways to 

make improvements I think it is equally important to be grateful for what we have. 

I think poverty is an incredibly important issue to address and corelates directly with ones 

Quality of Life.  With rents, utilities, taxes and such continually rising more and more people 

are living on the margins.  Poverty also affects your mental health. I see this as only getting 

worse, not better. 

I think so many people losing their jobs and people moving away have made a big difference. 
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I think the campaign to end homelessness has run out of steam and few organizations do 

proper housing first. It also appears that the very poor are sinking even further as prices in 

the grocery store go up. 

I think the loss of fluoride in the water was a step back initiated by some fear mongering about 

poison in the water. That decision was a decision that does not affect the City Council or the 

movers of the action. It is one that does have a huge impact on our children, especially 

those children who can not care for themselves in the way necessary and do not have 

access to the healthy practices.  We also need a transportation system that is easily and 

readily available, supported by the city for the citizens who must get used to public rather 

than private mobility. 

I think the quality of our urban infrastructure has declined.  We seem to be spending money to 

ensure every community has an overpass, and less on safe sidewalks and roads.  We are 

focused on small special interest issues like cycle paths that only a few thousand people 

were interested in and make them large issues.  We talk about building affordable housing, 

but yet spend money on cycle paths that don't get used.  We debate secondary suites, but 

yet kids can't go to school in their neighbourhoods.  Special interest groups have high-

jacked civic debate and as a result, the important quality of life items. 

I think there's a lack of awareness in terms of what being a large city means in Calgary. There 

are so many groups and citizens that still want to stay in a 'small town' mentality whereby 

nothing changes and no effort is made to deal with the massive growth spurt the City has 

experienced. This is not just a recent issue, but has been increasing in scale for the last 10 

years. Specific issues like re-developing inner city resources into more useful spaces (multi-

use buildings), supporting local entrepreneurs by reducing downtown rental spaces and also 

allowing them to stay open longer, increasing the frequency and availabilty of transit, 

attracting larger cultural groups to the city, allowing for local artists to have affordable 

places to practice as well as perform/show their talent, supporting the local food culture by 

relaxing the bylaws for urban farming, supporting green energy alternatives - these are all 

features of larger cities that Calgary just doesn't seem to want to embrace. That friction 
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between having that 'small town' feel yet while reaching almost 1.1 million people is a huge 

part of what's causing the city to fall short of being a world-class place to live. 

I think we have not kept up with as well as our neighbours with waste diversion initiatives, 

alternative transit options (high functioning public transit, bike paths) and building new 

communities to support local businesses instead of internationally based big-businesses. 

Communities are built in a strip mall fashion that doesn't allow much walking or 

exploring...everything is cars and parking lots. Bridgeland, Kensignton and Inglewood are 

good examples of communities that facilitate human interaction and exploration. 

I think we need to try to reduce Calgary's overall footprint of ever-widening expansion; perhaps 

the economic downturn will slow housing growth; but we need to take a serious look at 

doing something different in how we house ourselves. 

I was born here. Calgary was THE place to be growing up. Now we are Toronto light. 

I was laid off from my job at an oil and gas software company. 

I worry that urban sprawl will continue to have a negative impact.  Global warming should have 

water conservation etc. become more of a priority.  The slow down in the economy has 

been hard for many people. 

I would say yes - in the sense that the uncertainty of the oil and gas industry weighs on 

everyone. It may not affect you directly yet - but it feels like it does. 

I'd have to say my QOL has actually increased in the past 2 yrs.  As I am not employed in the 

energy or construction industries my job hasn't really been affected by oil prices.  Traffic is 

better (though construction seems to be even more poorly organized this year), air quality 

has improved, I can go to a restaurant without having to make a reservation a week in 

advance.  Even the weather is nicer (I have a real HARD time believing "Global Warming", if 

it is coming, will be bad for Calgary's weather). 

If there has been a decline in the quality of life I would say we have lost a little of the jump in 

our step with the slow economy. 

IF you live in Calgary for two years and you can not find a job, i think it is very alarming 

situation. 
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I'm concerned that the disparity between areas has increased. As immigration has been moving 

forward as it should, it feels like there is not a visible presence across the city. 

I'm increasingly feeling marginalized as I'm 1) not a member of a visible minority/special 

interest group (but I am the child of immigrant parents) 2) not poor. It feels like I'm 

constantly under attack for working hard to obtain my current standard of living (which is 

middle class) because of this assumption that everything was just given to me--I guess being 

frugal and not living pay-cheque to pay-cheque makes me a 1%-er. I'm seen as a villain that 

should be made to monetarily pay for all of those around me so they can be GIVEN a similar 

quality of life. The city continually finds ways to try and punish me for trying to live outside 

of their utopian vision (I have a car, and I live in the suburbs in a single family home-GASP!) 

just because I don't want to live in a high density block housing and take the bus 

everywhere should not mean I should not get the same attention or services from the city. 

Additionally, the city, through planning consistently caters to the other quadrants of the 

city--if a NW/SW NIMBY community complains--it usually follows the line of "you should put 

that ___ in the NE" and more often than not the city does. The level of consultation is also 

abysmal--other areas of the city go through extensive consultations for minute projects (like 

cell towers) whereas in the NE, they are put up with no discussion. There are also blatant 

planning activities designed to ensure the NE is not desirable--in any other area (well 

perhaps not the SE) do you see light/medium industrial being zoned right next to residential 

with no buffer (other than the access road)? The NE is THE MOST diverse area of the city 

with some of the richest culture that could be a major benefit for Calgary as a whole but 

everyone from the City [Hall] to the media would much rather paint it as a dumping ground 

for undesirables. 

I'm not sure it has declined.  I think our population is not only more informed I believe they are 

better informed than ever.  Not sure we have more problems now but the information on 

our problems whether through social media or our regular media is certainly out there. 

immigration economy bike lanes are slowing traffic....look at Northland Dr!!!! 

in every recession that I've lived through I've seen an increase in the quality of  life. More 

quality less quantity. More compassion, more tolerance, more understanding. More art. 
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More quality craftsmanship. More enduring friendships. But there is sadness and loss each 

time as well. This time round I haven't personally seen much pain and suffering yet. Perhaps 

apprehension. But that's a good thing.  We were living like Sodom and Gomorrah. 

In every way. 

In general, the quality of life has not declined. Heavier traffic due to increased popoulation is a 

problem. 

In many ways:  there is more family disputes, more crime in general and the taxes and economy 

make it difficult for elders and youths trying to start their careers.  Jobs have been lost, 

prices to buy are much higher and we wonder if we should move to cheaper cities or areas. 

In my neighbourhood, the increase in street people has dramatically inclined in the past few 

years. I feel unsafe at times and very uncomfortable. 

In particular I feel like Mental Health issues are getting worse, not better. Additionally I am 

disappointed in the lack of progress in moving towards Green energy. Obviously the 

economic collapse of oil has had a massively negative affect on the city as a whole, and how 

people have rallied around each other should be commended, but I can't help but feel like 

there has been a real lost opportunity to focus our innovative know-how and expertise into 

new, blossoming, energy industries instead of simply sitting on our hands and waiting for 

the price of oil to come back up. 

In terms of urban activities Calgary seems to be lacking compared to other cities 

Inadequate Mental Health providers and facilities.   impact of layoffs due to economic 

downturn in oil patch 

Incidents of gang violence in certain sections of the city create a sense of insecurity. Home 

break-ins have increased. Traffic congestion has become much worse. 

Income and safety 

income disparities - the rich keep getting richer…with more opulent possessions  making the 

poor feel even more disadvantaged …. also lots of debt while people try to keep up with the 

Jones's The downturn may reduce the extremes of this situation... 

Increase in cost of food, Distracted driving resulting in pedestrian deaths, Loss of jobs, 

Continued increase in house prices, Pollution (air is not fresh) 
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increase in cost of living,traffic,crime 

Increase in NIMBYism 

Increase in poverty has been tremendous. Homelessness has increased largely.  With uneven 

distribution of newcomers I have seen a fair amount of discrimination and segregation, this 

includes newcomers being the larger number and being hateful or hurtful to existing 

populations as well as the opposite.  Prices and cost of living is hard to keep up with these 

days even for those of us who haven't had to take a loss of work or pay decrease.  Buying 

locally sourced food and goods is increasingly difficult.  Healthy food options for a large 

busy family is increasingly difficult to obtain.  Extracurricular activities although plentiful are 

not always affordable.  Neighborhoods have less to do and people have to travel further to 

attend events and take part in leisurely activities. 

Increase in taxes, increase in user fees, increase in cost of living, and reduction of services. Cost 

and availability of downtown parking. A civic government with their own agenda. 

Increase in unemployment is having a ripple effect on everyone. Longstanding businesses and 

restaurants etc. are closing and I believe this trend will continue for a while. It will be tough 

for many, many families which will be overwhelming for social agencies and the like. We 

need to be prepared for this. 

Increase of cost of housing, food and decline in Oil & Gas economy sector. 

Increase of fear and not in my backyard as the economy declines 

Increase of gang violence and increase in drug abuse Econominic  downturn has affected the 

services of charitable and not for profit agencies resulting in decreased services available to 

our most vulnerable 

increase prices of food 

Increased cost of living for the middle class, decreased wages - It seems like there is a lot of 

support and services for low income earners whereas the middle class is expected to incur 

the brunt of price and tax increases. If this trend continues then Calgary will become like 

Toronto or Vancouver where the middle class is pushed out of the city and the diversity of 

neighbourhoods decreases.  Increased crime (break and enters, stolen autos, violent crime, 
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etc).  LRT system is less safe. Why is there no access control to the LRT? Troublemakers 

would be a lot less likely to pay $3.00 just to cause trouble. 

Increased density and the resulting increased noise, reduced sense of calm and comfort.  The 

"vibrant" city envisioned by our leaders is not my choice of living environment.  For me, the 

more populated the city becomes, the more important it is that I can retreat to my peaceful 

home and garden.  As a result, the densification initiative is a threat to my continued 

satisfaction with living in Calgary. 

Increased development at the expense of reduction of green spaces and recreation.  City is 

taking on the appearance of a ghetto with increased density and cookie cutter homes.  

Traffic is crazy 

Increased illegal immigrants and crime. Increased racial segregation. Less emphasis from the 

mayor on diversifying the economy, instead he has pushed for more oil pipelines, more of 

the same business instead of allowing new businesses to grow and thrive in Calgary such as 

uber. Calgary has an inability to change, no one cares about stampede so, start something 

new! 

Increased Job loss, traffic volumes and stress 

Increased population has resulted in what I would consider to be an overall reduction in the 

friendliness factor -(for example there was a day when drivers would regularly make room 

for others to change lanes and those who had been let in would always wave an 

acknowledgement - These days drivers are aggressive and often rude) 

Increased population with restricted investments in roadways has increase traffic congestion  

and length of peak periods. Bike lanes such as 12th Avenue SW that are not well designed 

decrease the traffic safety on those roads. The need to switch lanes numerous times to 

travel 14 blocks is ridiculous. 

Increased poverty 

Increased property and school taxes, increased costs for city fees such as blue/green bins - the 

city is not using tax dollars effectively.   Busing students in and out of communities is a 

waste of school tax money, why not attend the schools that already exist in the 
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communities.  Secondary suites cause parking issues along streets, and tenants don't 

improve community participation/ownership of issues such as crime reduction. 

Increased property crime, increased unemployment. 

Increased taxes have reduced my ability to enjoy life.  The city and other levels of government 

do not seem to encourage success.  They look at citizens wealth as their own and spend it 

accordingly on projects that further reduce my quality of life.  I am discouraged by the 

political shift that has taken place and truly believe that other parts of the world would be 

much better to live in. 

Increased taxes High cost of living Poor Economy Increased Refugee immigration Low 

employment rates 

Increased traffic congestion in the downtown core and on most major routes.  Increased 

property taxes and fees with no noticeable increase in services.  Civic Aldermen infighting 

and pushing of personal agendas. 

Increased traffic on major roadways is very frustrating and often there are not enough 

alternative routes for when there is construction/accidents etc. 

Increased unemployment has had an effect on the availability of government and social 

resources within the community. 

Increased use of the Food Bank means that less people have the right to choose their own food. 

Increases are made in all areas, food, utilities, transportation etc. but as a senior whose income 

does not increase, it is harder and harder to be able to make ends meet. 

Increasing costs of living, without increasing wages 

Increasing rental rates for apartments which results in decrease funds for hobbies/leisure as 

well as time due to the need to work more hours. 

ineffective city aldermen and mayor,  violence, particularly knife, gun and domestic, street 

traffic painting and maintenance 

Infrastructure, infrastructure, infrastructure.  The city is growing too fast for the planners to 

design the city around the population and the needs.  Traffic is ridiculous at increasing 

number of times during the day and night.  Figure out a 5-20 year plan.  Visit or research 

other cities around the globe for ideas.  The housing developers are encouraging urban 
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sprawl and the taxpayers have to pay for the increased infrastructure that is caused : 

roadways, water, power, mail.  Communication of crime levels.  Is it going up, going down, 

or staying the same.  How do we compare to other cities this size.  Perception is that 

criminals get off scot-free, serve reduced sentences, or get off due to psychiatric reasons. 

Stop painting the picture that   The 2% of the population are dictating law for the 100% of 

the population.  The criminals, drivers who don't signal or who drive 20km below the speed 

limit, parents lobbying to reduce speed limits in residential neighborhoods, general 

population paying for the 5 kid family to go to school and for special programs, people that 

choose to live next to stadiums that complain about the noise.  Minority groups that get 

preferential treatment for taxes, care, support, and jobs.  As a middle-aged, Caucasian, male 

without kids I definitely feel like the minority group in Calgary.  Lack of diversity of resources 

and economy.  With the price of oil drastically reduced it really emphasizes Calgary's 

reliance on the oil and energy sector.  I am now competing with hundreds of other people 

for every job that I apply for.  Even though Calgary has a very educated workforce and many 

corporate headquarters have relocated here, the lack of a diverse economy has proven to 

disable Calgary for years at a time. 

Inner city is attracting vagrants and drug users and is no longer safe to walk around at night.  It 

used to be safe. City should be looking to put social housing for criminals and drug issuers 

into the parts of the city that do not have homes (industrial zones) .  That way during the 

day there are lots of adults but no children around to interact with them but there is 

nowhere for them to go at night to cause problems. 

Instances of reports domestic abuse, stress over job losses 

Irresponsible financial management by City Council has made access to City facilities and 

transportation more expensive. 

It all started with the rental properties.  Some landlords have made it truly difficult for working 

people to get started in life.  The part that hurts is they are usually in a position where they 

do not need the increase in rent to pay a rising mortgage on the buildings, but are using it 

to increase their profits.  Once this attitude starts to take hold in a city a "us against them" 

mentality can only grow.  Once there was a attitude in Calgary that you gave people a hand 
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up.  And when they were able, they reached back and gave someone else a hand up.  Now 

we have a bunch of scared people, holding tight onto what they perceive as theirs.  This 

place is full of fear.  For example:  Empty restaurants - people are afraid they will spend it 

and then lose their jobs and regret they spent it.  So the restaurants start laying off people, 

and then those people don't buy new shoes.  People walk around the malls a lot these days, 

but they sure aren't buying. Somehow we have to stop being so afraid in Calgary.  What 

happened to our spirit? 

It breaks my heart to see the negative impact of oil on this wonderful city. 

It has become a very expensive place to live, especially for those who do not work in the oil 

patch. Food, fuel, housing prices have steadily increased. As have our residential taxes. The 

increase in residential taxation has been substantial and will increase this year in spite of 

the down turn in the economy. It is becoming less and less possible for people to make ends 

meet in Calgary. It is prohibitive for younger people. 

It has become harder to find employment and variety of work opportunities. 

It has become increasingly expensive to live here. Everything goes up in price but we are losing 

jobs and having our hours cut and our wages frozen or rolled back. You spend all your 

money trying to keep it together and there is no longer anything left to put into your quality 

of life. Now we are just barely existing. 

It has not declined 

It has not declined.  It is improving 

It has not! It has only improved and Calgarians should be extremely proud of their city. 

It hasn't - if anything, it continues to grow 

It hasn't declined for me. Even though my partner was laid off, we have been able to sustain a 

good life with less money 

It hasn't. 

It hasn't. 

It hasn't.  I feel more connected and have a better quality of life now than 2 years ago. 

it is about weather and job opportunity. 

It is assumed that everyone likes to use the internet and has a cell phone. 
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It is improving! Demographics are changing quickly so we need to work hard to keep in that 

way. Especially in schools and all neighbourhoods 

It is much more difficult to receive assistance if you're experiencing mental health issues. The 

line ups are too long, you have to go to various agencies to receive help or wait at the 

hospital. It should more simply than this. 

it rained a lot this week 

It seems to be becoming more "cookie cutter" in the past few years and is losing some of the 

things that made it unique 

It would be difficult to overlook the recent downturn in the economy and the financial impact it 

has had on many Calgarians. This has manifested itself in a decreased quality of life for 

many people in our city. I believe this will be temporary. 

It's all about jobs and the economy guys. And the mayor works for the city, he is a PUBLIC 

SERVANT. So I am sick and tired of seeing him shoot from the hip every single time he has 

the opportunity. Stop the bickering, hostility and in-fighting at council sessions. Either the 

council and Mayor listens to what the Calgarians are telling them, or they'd be booted out 

in the next election. 

It's all related to the economy 

Its almost 2020 and Calgary is still far too reliant on cars. The multifaceted consequence of this 

reliance spills over to our heath, our children, our neighbourhoods, our safety, everything. 

Get out of bed with the developers and get some high standards in place. We need the best 

of the best coming to Calgary and that's not going to happen if we continue down the same 

path. Instead of hiring planners for every second job at the City, hire people with vision. 

It's getting way too expensive to live here with the property taxes sky rocketing.  The 

communities are packed in with multi housing and congested roads. Golf courses are being 

converted to condos and green spaces are disappearing. Bike lanes are taking over roads 

which leads to more congestion and frustration. We have grass and weeds that grow out of 

control on boulevards and dead trees that never get replaced. 

It's more expensive to live here 

It's neither declined nor improved. 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 686 

I've lived in Calgary for almost 50 years, and the quality of life has steadily improved in every 

way.  I frequently travel around the world, and Calgary's quality of life ranks amongst the 

best. 

I've noticed with suburban sprawl, my desire to travel to newer communities has decreased. 

Due to traffic and distance (as well as harm to the environment due to emissions, gas, etc), I 

bypass events. Also due to urban sprawl, the local schools inner city arent' as full (they are 

increasing though) has caused a reduction of services (larger class size due to declining 

school enrollment). Too many individuals drive alone to their suburban homes with their 

large cars and SUVs. My property taxes and expenses have increased significantly living 

inner city than if I caused more environmental damage and moved to remove areas. 

i've only lived here 18 months after returning - was away for 14 years. So I"ll say what I like I 

like that I could own a house in the inner city - with land.  I love the new cycle lanes..use 

them nearly daily!  We have a good mayor and Council. 

I've seen way too much intolerance from minority groups who demand tolerance.  I've seen 

way too much family bashing from the political left.  We've had an invasion of Social Justice 

Warriors.  No one is safe anymore, even though we preach anti-bullying, we don't allow 

freedom of speech or freedom to believe in anything but what the governments says. 

Job insecurity and financial stress. Limited opportunities for growth. Unaffordable costs of child 

care. 

Job instability is higher causing higher levels of stress. 

job loss, decrease philanthropy and corporate giving, overall more pessimistic mood and 

"playing victim" 

Job losses 

Job losses 

Job losses 

Job losses are a worry although I am not affected 

job losses due to economic reliance on oil and gas 
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job losses with no diversification in available job market  availability of affordable housing not 

addressed no train access into deep SE section  living wage not available for many wait time 

too long for those with mental health issues increase in drugs/gangs violence 

Job opportunities are EXTREMLY limited and this has had a direct impact on my quality of life. 

Job opportunities has declined noticeably over the past two years. Thousands of people have 

been laid off from the oil & gas industry and have no place to go. I've seen lots of people 

having to sell their houses and other valuables in order to continue living a decent life. 

Job security and economic stability for so many. 

Jobs 

jobs opportunities especially in oil and gas industry. 

Jobs, food prices 

Jobs. 

Just the economy 

Lack of affordable housing, gang violence, pathetic driving habits, and lack of enforcement. 

Never ending tax increases,  overall affordability in the city and surrounding area. 

Lack of affordable housing, increase in domestic violence, increase of size of single family 

dwellings, decrease in children playing outside 

Lack of affordable nice rental places. Lot's of places are recognizably rentals and look terrible. 

Not a lot of options for families. Food prices have gone up too, which is hard for families 

Lack of economic diversification has lead to more job loss and more people suffering financially.  

Further supports for those people is needed.  Diversification of our economy is required to 

regain a stable quality of life for Calgarians. 

lack of employment opportunities 

Lack of employment opportunities 

Lack of job. People are becoming not friendly. 

Lack of jobs, unemployment, more homeless, more food bank users. 

Lack of space Traffic congestion.  Calgary is a driving city. .. not bike. 

Lack of true civic engagement; gentrification & forced changes in communities that breed 

discontent & mistrust & resistance to change. 
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Layoffs and lack of opportunity for millennials in terms of reasonable paying jobs and access to 

decent affordable housing 

Layoffs and unemployment across many sectors, not just oil and gas. Increased traffic 

congestion and no noticable activity to improve the situation by the city or the province. 

Layoffs decrease the quality of life in Calgary, especially for newcomers. It is really hard for 

them to be recognized and appreciated for their experience outside of Canada 

Less affordable 

Less affordable to have safe, nice, appropriate housing; traffic moves slower; traffic seems less 

safe (ie drivers speeding, undue aggressive driving, distracted driving); less customer service 

being provided; utilities very expensive 

Less affordable; more homeless; less tolerant 

Less individual self-reliance; too much government; too much social engineering; more  

"takers", less "makers"; tax and spend City Council 

Less interaction with neighbours (too busy). Disconnected with community. Youth have too 

much free time and not enough worthwhile activities to engage them. Problems with 

addictions. 

Less job opportunities more people are stressed. 

Less jobs and a overall malaise in the populous. 

Less jobs, more poverty. Increased cost of living.  Increased crime due the desperation people 

feel from unemployment. 

Less safe. Too expensive.  Overall this is a city of excess. Excess $$, attitude and sense of 

entitlement.  The past 2 years should be a reality check. 

less social connection 

Less support from corporate sponsors means some important social and cultural opportunities 

have decreased. 

Less volunteerism, neighborhood engagement. 

less volunteers less money spent on community events with economy downturn 

Lest job many people without employment 
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Let me count the ways... Every turn of government seems to exacerbate an already dire 

economic state. I was laid off 1.5 years ago and have not been able to find work in my field. 

Just before this, we had weighed the pros and cons of staying in Calgary and decided to 

stay. We are regretting that decision due to the fact that I am unable to work ft because 

Childcare costs are too high for me to work weekdays.  Most of my family and friends have 

not found work. Most definitely nothing in their field and for an average of about 25% of 

their previous wage. That doesn't bode well for happy feelings for being in Calgary.  Still, I 

love my city. I've been here 13 years. I have seen 3 downturns in our economy and I support 

diversification, but not at the cost of all of our jobs in the process. 

Level of entitlement shown be residents that everything should be paid for by someone else. 

The feeling the taxes I pay should always have a direct benefit to me in every sense.  

Blarney I say 

Life is more stressful when jobs are not plentiful.  The sliding value of real estate I’m extra 

concerned if the interest rates were to increase.  Knowing family and friends struggling 

through a difficult economy is stressful. 

Local economy is too coupled to the price of oil/gas.  Right now, it's low, and people are hurting 

because their employers (mostly large multinational corporations) are more beholden to 

their quarterly statements than the people who work for them.  Not related to a decline in 

quality of life, but transit doesn't seem to be getting any better, and it should be.  Same is 

true for residential traffic safety. 

Loneliness. There are no neighborhoods here, no interaction, just people going to work and not 

talking to each other. So many amazing people living right next to each other but not talking 

to each other. 

Longer waits for health care appointments Loss of jobs due to oil and gas loss of small business 

due to bad economy school system is weaker kids are not getting the best education, 

teachers that are poor quality cant be fired 

Loss of employment. 

loss of green spaces in the pursuit  of densification has resulted in a decline in the quality of my 

life. 
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Loss of green spaces to urban sprawl, like the Paskapoo slopes. Increase of traffic and noise in 

the city. I hear too many loud motorcycles and sports cars at home in St Andrews Heights 

and when I walk to and from work in the Beltline. 

Loss of jobs due to the economic downturn. 

Loss of jobs has led to negative feelings of the City and Alberta 

Loss of jobs in city has increased the stress levels and apparently resultant increase in domestic 

violence and property crime 

loss of jobs,greater stress 

Loss of optimism as the price of our commodities drop and people belittle the Oil and gas 

industry upon which much of our success and enjoyment of life has been built 

Lots of traffic, not diverse city hall employees, lots of crimes, high taxes 

Mainly in the cost of groceries and gas. but that is something you cannot control .  THEN THERE 

ARE THE PLAYGROUND ZONES. THERE MUST BE A BETTER SOLUTION. I HATE THEM 

ESPECIALLY IN WINTER WHEN IT IS DARK AT 4PM THERE IS NO ONE PLAYING OUTSIDE AND 

YOU HAVE TO GO 30 KMS PER HOUR 

Mainly just how the gas prices went up so high recently and the decline in the economy 

Maintenance of public spaces has declined.  Obviously the cost of living. 

Many citizens have lost jobs leading to higher stress levels for families. Decisions by Calgary City 

Council and our Provincial Government is adding stress to families due to higher 

taxes....government does not seem to recognize the downturn in the economy, but still 

wants a higher share of the income. Our differing levels of government want to continue to 

do it all on the backs of taxpayers...it is time to freeze wages or rollback wages and to re-

consider the priorities that need to be taken care of for all citizens. Higher taxes on 

businesses, carbon taxes, minimum wage increases, union wage increases are all going to 

contribute to a worsening of our quality of life in Calgary.  Major changes are needed in this 

City! 

Many people don't want to go downtown because of the loss of jobs, number of office 

buildings, and no city-wide, favoured place like a Central Park or riverwalk (ours is nothing 

compared to San Antonio's). Also, the housing system is a mess. 
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Many people have been laid off, affecting housing, income, transportation 

many people have lost jobs and are struggling fiancially 

Many people move to Calgary for economic opportunities. When the economy declines, the 

dynamism of the city wanes, and social and domestic problems seem to increase. 

Massive investment in flood risk mitigation is draining capacity of city to deal with other 

pressing issues. The City should find more cost effective ways to mitigate risk. 

Massive urban sprawl with very drab and depressing home designs. Highway gridlock continues 

to be a significant problem. 

Media reports of crime and violence gives the impression that things are deteriorating in some 

parts of the city, but the impact of the economic downturn cannot be ignored. 

Mental health access 

Mine has not but I'm sure others has. 

Mine has stayed the same (less income but still high quality).  But I do know many people who 

are taking a dive along with the economy because of their reliance on the O&G sector - loss 

of job, being downsized, filing for bankruptcy etc. I think there are too many invisible people 

who have always struggled to maintain a decent quality of life who are now at risk (service 

industry, child care workers etc.) because of the economy where many are cutting back on 

spending.  People seem to be a bit in shock. This bust isn't going to have the same boom 

upswing in oil and gas... the move to alternative fuels and diversifying our economy is very 

real this time so there might be a lot of "what will I do now?" questioning going on.  Seniors 

housing facilities (private mostly) are offering discounts and have a lot of rooms available as 

people are waiting (hoping) for the housing market to bounce back so they can sell higher 

and be able to afford nicer retirement accommodations.  Stores are still full of stuff, there 

are no line ups for food in understocked grocery stores - we have soooo much compared to 

the rest of the world that mostly people need to step back and see what we do have even in 

a bad economy. 

Mine yes because my income is the same but expenses are greater 

Morale in Calgary has decreased considerably over the past two years, notably as a result of the 

weak economy and the many stressors that result from that. People are spending less, 
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staying in more, and many may not be aware of the programs and services available to 

them in the community. 

More cars and less attentive drivers make for much more risky travel in Calgary. The issue of 

driver distraction is an extremely serious one.   My family and I see people every day talking 

on their hand held device, and perhaps every week witness someone who is either texting 

or entering a phone number while driving.   Also, pedestrians who are oblivious to what 

occurs around them: earbuds in, listening to music, looking at their phone, even when 

crossing a street.  Distracted pedestrians are becoming a serious problem.   We would like 

to see much more aggressive enforcement and higher penalties for these infractions. 

More cars on the road and lots of construction.  It takes longer to get anywhere. Prices, 

especially food, seem to have gone up.  It seems to be more expensive to live here, even 

though wages haven't gone up or people have been laid off. Still difficult to find a top-rated 

doctor who's accepting new patients. Recreation facilities are crowded, especially soccer. 

More city funding seems to go to inner city and brand new communities. Existing Parks in 

communities that are not inner city, or new neighborhoods tend get neglected. 

More congestion. Parking is ridiculously expensive. Too much emphasis on bike lanes and 

transit while ignoring roadways. 

More crime. As I single woman I do not feel safe answering my door in my community. The city 

is expanding ever more outward. Let's move up and revitalize, repurpose. 

more crowded more crime more unemployment more selfish people 

More expensive. Prices are rising everyday, not matching wages 

More gang violence, more use of guns, more thefts in food stores because of economy, less 

transit cops around, more panhandlers, more homeless people, more people with mental 

issues. 

More homeless people which is very sad? 

More homeless, Food Banks have increased usage, unreasonable property taxes for both 

residential & businesses, feels like we're now living in a dictatorship as our Mayor Nenshi & 

City Council members use residents as their immediate discretionary spending avenues! 
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More opportunities, but they come at a very high price tag and not everyone can participate. 

Increase in the income gap between the rich and everyone else. 

More people are currently struggling due to the economic downturn in the energy sector. This 

is not the result of poor management on the City's part but is due to global factors. 

More people are in need than before. 

More people are requiring social assistance which has increased in the past two years. Low 

income families need to work harder than most upper class families to ensure they can 

sustain a decent life of paying rent, bills, and groceries. Low income families should not be 

on income support for over 3 years because they will have a have difficulties going to work. 

Children can start daycare at 6 months old so everyone in that situation should be looking 

for work to help our economy. 

More people are struggling because of the economy and has a chilling effect on the voluntary 

organizations that rely on their financial and other kinds of support.  The joblessness also 

affects incidences of family violence, debt and mental health. 

More people coming in to our city always creates traffic issues. 

More people in financial distress 

More Taxes, Taxes, Taxes, and constantly increasing fees for services that should already be 

covered by property tax. Plus, the level of basic services has noticeably declined, while the 

fees have gone only up. Major roads go unpaved, while for the third time in 5 years, 

McCleod trail outside the Stampede has repaved. 

More thuggish police - and their stupid new car colours; Way fewer jobs without the "normally" 

accompanying drop in prices.  More ignorance among the employed. 

More time in traffic 

More time spent in traffic (and no, I don't want to ride my bike, or jump on a bus). Increased 

awareness of violence in our city makes a society withdraw from engaging with others. With 

our economic challenges now very visible, not as many smiles on people's faces as there 

would have been two years ago. 

More unemployment and under employment 
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More violence; longer rush hours; more traffic accidents; losing focus of what matters - 

spending our tax money on the Peace Bridge and that Circle up north, instead of helping the 

Food Bank or another worthy cause; getting caught up in the 'trend' instead of what makes 

sense (ie, all that money spent on bike lanes for such a small percent of the population to 

use for a small part of the year, at the expense of a much larger population (driving cars) for 

most of the year) 

More violent crime, fewer places to hear good live music, heavier traffic 

most recently for those impacted as a result of the loss of jobs in oil and gas and the related 

impacts through out the community 

Mostly related to the economic downturn - so many people have lost their jobs, which leads to 

so many problems with housing and feeding families, providing adequate opportunities for 

recreation that are affordable, increased issues with domestic violence, increased concerns 

with mental health. 

Much more violence, esp in areas of new Canadians it seems; more robberies generally; it feels 

less safe.  am an immigrant of many years ago.. it seems we former types tended to take on 

the values of our new home much more than is being done today - that is just one person's 

opinion of course. 

Municipal government sux 

Must diversify the economy so we don't rely solely on oil and gas. 

My community is not serviced by Calgary Transit 

My family moved back to Calgary less than 2 years ago.  We came from Fort McMurray where 

we lived or 10 years. Before Fort McMurray we lived in Calgary.  We loved Fort McMurray 

because of the smaller size and very friendly and welcoming neighbours residents.  We now 

are growing to love Calgary again as it offers so much variety and opportunity.  But it has 

been hard to get used to the big city again. It is a bit harder to get to know your community 

& neighbours given size of Calgary but in the end it just takes a bit more effort.  I feel 

Calgary is a great place to live and feels like the right place for my family to be at this time. 

My Quality of life has not decreased over the past two years. 

N/A 
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N/a 

NA 

NA 

Narrow job opportunities/low economic diversity means less demand for petroleum products 

has negatively impacted the ability of many people to maintain sustainable employment 

NIBYISM, 

No 

No change 

no cost control at city hall 

no job Economy recession 

No jobs, no income support from the government, difficult to access mental health as people 

are struggling with depression and anxiety, Property tax and cost of living keeps going up. 

No jobs, unreported huge hidden unemployment. Too much spending for inefficient and usless 

project. A town hall that is out of reality! 

No noticeable decline. 

No noticed change 

No progress has been made with housing the homeless population. At the very lest the City 

should take over and get the Edm Trail and McKnight Blvd facility instead of watching these 

badly needed homes sit empty for years.  Too much money was directed to bike paths 

which are hardly used, very seasonal, create hardship for drivers, were jammed down our 

throats and have not had any of the promised economic gains for small businesses on their 

routes.   Council doesn't seem to listen to the public. You send out surveys and ask for input 

then disregard that input in favour of your pet projects.  The state of our City is very 

disappointing considering how many opportunities we have had. 

No. 

None 

None 

None 

None 
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None 

None - improved if anything. 

None. 

None. 

Not as friendly. Large cities lose neighborhood friendliness 

Not at all 

Not declined 

Not declined, however, I have been temporarily staying in Edmonton for a bit, and it has far 

more events such as festivals.  Better outdoor farmers markets.  It saddens me to say that I 

feel they have a better sense of community.  I am sad because I love Calgary.  Transit 

system seems safer to, more patrols.  Both cities have a severe problem with indigenous 

youth.  Too many of them are unemployed, drunk or on drugs.  I am no prude, I grew up 

around drugs.  But I can say as a senior, I have had native males be threatening towards me 

on a number of occasions in both cities.  It might be just a "fuck you" after not giving them 

money or in one case out right aggression for no reason.  As an avid library user, I am 

stunned by how much the libraries have become places for indigenous youth to hang out 

even in good weather.  Often they monopolize the computers in big groups or hang around 

the entrance.  Entire generations are being left behind.  We need to find ways to keep them 

in schools, off the street, off drugs and alcohol and into meaningful work.  The native 

community has to make more of an effort themselves, stop whining, looking for handouts 

and get on with improving their own lot in life.  As a child, I was sent away to a school for 

poor slum kids, away from my family.  Yes it affected me, but I have refused to let it define 

who I am. 

Not enough affordable housing.  Solution:  rent controls on 15% of new apartments; secondary 

suites everywhere. Too many "characters" on the streets rummaging through the private 

garbage cans of residential areas...privacy concerns. Expanding the suburbs in all directions.  

We need to cap the expansion and increase density everywhere in the city. Expanding 

suburbs that are without their own commercial heart, thus not making a "whole" 

community. Thus, too  many new shopping centres that are "community-less" and 
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"unfriendly" and totally large-franchise and car-oriented. The continued loved affair with 

owning more than one car per family. 

Not enough affordable housing. Not enough support for the charitable sector by major 

institutions. 

Not enough EMS and fire service. Building too close together...increases fire risk. Stupid 

purchases such as the blue ring! Bad proposals such as putting the LRT up Centre Street. 

Not enough of a sense of belonging to Calgary or being Canadian. 

Not for myself because I am more privileged, but for those who suffer from income instability 

or poverty, the cost of living has become unsustainable. 

not in my experience 

Not really 

Not really - the recession hasn't done much 

Not the same business opportunities for young people 

Notwithstanding the mayor's mouthing platitudes about affordable housing, the reason given 

for shutting down Midfield Park and the poor treatment of the tenants is evidence to the 

contrary.  Modular housing is affordable and the City should encourage the neighbourliness 

and pristine maintenance this type of housing can provide (witness all the "Snowbird" parks 

across the southern USA).  These are not what the ignorant call "trailer parks"--in fact, they 

are not mobile at all.  This type of housing is ideal for seniors, who seem to be bearing the 

brunt of city policies or lack thereof.  Why the City did not step in to save the Golden Age 

Club is a mystery especially as the senior population is rising so rapidly. The economic 

downturn has had an especially adverse effect upon people in their 20's, many of whom 

have taken refuge in the service industry but are unwilling or grudging at best to provide 

such service. 

Obviously, the downturn in the economy and resultant unemployment has taken the wind out 

of the sails of this City.  As we move to a low-carbon economy, the oil and gas industry's 

future is not bright.  This downturn is different, and people know it.  It has taken a lot of the 

energy and spirit from the City. 
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Obviously, the downturn in the energy sector has had a major affect on our quality of life as it 

stresses people and systems. 

Oil prices = decline 

oilprice reduction 

One way is how the foster care system works in Calgary. It is really hard to find a permanent 

home and to talk to someone if you are in Foster care. 

Ongiing decline in confidence of political leadership and future of our city 

Onset of physical disabilities 

Opportunities for employment have declined, university is getting more expensive. Transit is 

prohibitively expensive, and those with middle and low incomes are being increasingly left 

behind.  This city does not support environmental initiatives, and will continue to flounder 

and fall behind economically until we invest heavily in new energiy technologies, instead of 

continuing to live off oil and oil profits.  This city feels selfish, and self-centred, and 

increasingly downtown-centric. If you live anywhere outside of the city centre, you feel left 

out - but getting into the city centre is unbelievably time consuming, and expensive. The 

gap between the wealthy and everyone else continues to grow. Calgary feels like it's a great 

city, but only for those who have money. 

Other than tax burden, life in Calgary I think is really good. 

Our city council is creating a sense they do not represent tax payers. They act like they are 

about the intelligence of taxpayers, particularly the mayor. Get them back to the basics of 

running this city. 

Our economy is off and things are tough but we are still doing ok. 

Our economy is weak, taxes go up (not only a civic issue), yet we still spend money on wasteful 

projects when infrastructure should be a priority. 

Our oil bubble burst again, and people are down in the dumps for the time being. 

Overall fees like a less caring city. Perhaps due to lack of enforcment of laws, bylaws and rules 

and increase in lack of consideration by individuals. 

panic by some Councillors to invest in community projects because of downturn. loss of 

financial support of big corps in downturn 
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Pedestrian safety 

People are less friendly than they were when I moved here 20 years ago. People don't say hi as 

much, and in our particular neighbourhood, in the past couple of years, people have really 

stopped talking to each other, as older people have moved away and newer families have 

moved in. They do not have the same sense of community that the older ones had. I miss 

that, and I'm not even in my 50s! 

people are less tolerant of others 

People are more self-centured, less caring and compassionate to others.  I moved here when it 

was only 300,000+ people.  The larger the city, generally the more the problems with 

various cultures. 

People are sadder because of the economy. Besides that, it has the same quality of life. 

People don't want to go out. We need more communal places. 

People have become insular, aggressive drivers, increase in youth having lack of respect for 

people community and indeed authority. 

people have become less compassionate and aware of their fellow Calgarians.  People seem to 

be too busy to be considerate and there seems to be an increasing amount of detachment 

between individuals.  It is getting too big. 

People in my community very rarely go to parks or play outside and i find that it has an affect 

on how kids interact with each other in their every day lives. 

People lost their job from oil and gas and that effects others sectors too. Many people living 

under poverty. 

People seem less friendly and outgoing because of the poor economy. There seems to be a lot 

of negativity seeping into the city, especially when I talk to people about we could do to 

make Calgary better in either general or specific terms. I think there's a real lack of 

leadership municipally and provincially in terms of Calgary's voice and it's leaving people 

with an unsure idea of what to do. 

People seem more "down." My quality of life is great, but clients I see at work tend to be 

angrier and more prone to flying off the handle about small things. 

People seem stressed, busy, overly rude and inconsiderate of neighbours, new comers 
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People seem to be less couteous and more self focused. 

People who help at the grassroots level are growing more weary 

personal safety 

Petty crime seems mohave increased. 

Petty crimes of destruction of property and population out growing transportation infrastruture 

Policing issues such as gang violence, drugs abuse are increasing. There needs to be more 

preventative education and services aimed at young children and their families - especially 

newcomers who may be coming from cultures where violence is the norm. 

Political polarization on the extremes, economic disadvantages for working poor. 

Poor Civic political leadership/Wasted tax dollars/ 

Poor driving behaviour by many people. 

Poor economy resulting in loss of jobs/income. However, housing prices haven't dropped by 

much making it just as difficult to obtain a house. 

poorer health care for the disabled 

Poorer sports facilities as compared to other Canadian cities 

population growth, crowds, traffic 

Price of food has increased, price of activities has increased.  Price of housing increased.  No 

jobs.  Loss of jobs. 

Property taxes have ballooned at a ridiculous rate. I want to stay in my house forever, paid for it 

in full but taxes are going up so much I'm worried I won't be able do that after I retire. It is 

disgusting that the City can take more money from me every year because of what they 

think I would make IF I sold sold it, when I don't intend to do that. They are forcing people, 

who have worked all their lives to pay for their houses so they won't be a drain on the 

system, out of their homes if they don't want to spend all of their savings just to pay 

property taxes. They offer to help only if you drop into the poverty income level. How big 

hearted of them!  I am very angry about this when they WASTE tax dollars on things like 

that stupid blue ring or bicycle lanes in the dumbest places.  City Council has gotten very 

arrogant & acts like they don't care that most people don't agree with their out of control 

spending. Only one still acts responsibly & that is Big Red. 
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Provincial Government has overly taxed Albertans.   It is too taxing to live in Calgary now. 

Quality of life had not declined for me. For Calgary, while unemployment rate has risen, it is still 

on par with the average in Canada. 

quality of life is diminished if you expect to get laid off any time.  311 is just awful. 

quality of life might depend somewhat on the neighbourhood a person lives in and sense of 

community there compared to a neighbourhood being seen primarily as an entertainment 

district, where people go for a good time, or a place of lower income where crime might 

create concerns about personal safety. 

Quality of life, especially during the past year, has declined significantly for many Calgarians due 

to the economic downturn. Quality of life is also affected by tax increases at the federal, 

provincial and municipal level that are above increases in the cost of living. This must be hell 

for those on fixed incomes. 

Racism and discrimination is not being adequately addressed Issues of domestic violence 

continue to be high 

Recession and impact on families Rules and regulations around development.  Need to make it 

easier and more efficient to do business in the city 

reduced employment opportunities and increases in unemployment have had a significant 

effect on quality of life. Increased taxes, at all levels, are only adding to that perception of a 

reduction. 

Reliance on oil has taken a toll on this city. When I moved here three years ago, it was a vibrant 

and happy place. There's a very different vibe here, now (my well-being has never 

depended on oil prices, so I say this feeling relatively unaffected and as an observer). 

There's a lot more anxiety for the future, about funding for small non-profits and 

community agencies. I think there's a huge opportunity in Calgary to seize upon sustainable 

and renewable energy technology. We have a tonne of sun and wind. We could easily 

become the greenest city in Canada, at least in terms of energy source/usage. I think, too, if 

we made the city more acessible (i.e. bus routes were more reliable, ran later, went further 

into the suburbs, and then we focused on densification rather than sprawl)we would have 
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much more engaged and happy citizens. We wouldn't have people too poor to live 

anywhere except Harvest Hills spending 2 hours on transit every day. 

Rent is too high must work 2 jobs to live 

rents, food prices are way to high, costs way too much to go to the Zoo or Heritage Park. 

Respect for others and the rule of law. 

rising costs for activities has driven people away from them 

road congestion has increased, poor quality or lack of locally grown food in the supermarkets, 

poor snow clearance on roads,unnecessary road repairs in places that don't need to be 

repaired. 

road problems 

road quality and construction delays have gone downhill. construction zones take up lots of 

space and take too long to be completed 

Safety 

Safety downtown 

Safety in public envir 

Safety on public transit. Big time. My husband uses the train every day. He has been in unsafe 

situations more and more often. He has witnessed a sexual assault and regularly deals with 

public intoxication (the latter much more frequently). He is confronted by panhandlers that 

try to stop him from walking home, or follow him. This has happened several times and he 

has spoken to police, requesting an increased presence. It makes me worried for the single 

young women. People who ride need to know that if they need help quickly, they can get 

help quickly. Maybe a number to text?? 

Safety. As a woman I feel more and more vulnerable at night in many communities 

Schools are overcrowded, traffic is bad, new communities are squished onto small lots with no 

privacy, few parks, walkways, or schools in the community, and recreational/public use 

infrastructure has not kept up with growth.  We need to start thinking about building a city 

for the future instead of building as quickly and cheaply as possible. 

Sean Chu Ward Sutherland want to turn the city in a place where everyone drives home and 

never talks to their neighbors. 
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Seems like more crime 

Show me the money 

Significant increase in traffic, jobless, people begging on road ways. and food prices going up.  

what are the numbers % of high income, middle and under income people? how has that 

shifted with economic down turn? 

Significant increases in unemployment with stagnating wages and increasing cost of living 

Significant increases in road rage, bullying, stressed yelling in streets and blatant domestic 

disputes. Significant reduction in feeling of safety. 

Simply the downturn in the economy based on factors external to Calgary, Alberta and Canada. 

Otherwise there is a strong effort on the part of many to maintain the quality of life under 

some Difficulties 

Since Nenshi has come to power as Mayor, Calgary is a much better place to live - he gave 

people permission to be involved - thanks to him for that! 

Slowed economy, increased crime, high rent 

Slowing economy due to not enough economic diversification. 

small businesses are struggling without the financial influx from the oil & gas industry. 

some people work an the oil industry and now many people lost their job 

Some roads need repairing Crime has gone up I feel. Mental health supports are not as 

accessible as they should be. Transportation - roads and buses - need help I wish Councillors 

would be better informed about their ridings and more knowledgeable about the issues in 

their constituency and NIMBY people of this group fired. 

Sometimes I think those in influence are trying to make Calgary into something we are not.  I'm 

reminded of the person that traveled to (say Europe) and on returning to his city said:  'I had 

a great time there.  Let's try to make Calgary into the same.'' The 'Innocent Abroad' 

syndrome.  Let's try to remember where we are and who we are and be not content, but 

understanding that it 'OK.' 

Spend way too much of my day in traffic commuting. 

Still no high school. Still no health centre. Declining incomes means more residents struggling, 

but no services accessible locally. Rec centre is way too expensivebecause it's not City run, 
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and is over capacity anyhow as it has the smallest footprint with the largest catchment in 

the city. Green line was a great hope, but now looks like they are spending all the money on 

downtown and SE, so North Pointe will be lucky if we see it 25+ years after everyone else 

has it.  Now we have the whole selling off green spaces to build yet more townhouses and 

condos in our area (we have plenty already), but with no associated increase in amenities.  

It's getting downright gloomy. 

Stong political leadership is non-existent. 

Stores and small businesses closing.  The general tenor of Calgarians is much reduced from even 

two years ago. 

Strain on the population as a whole with the downturn in the oil and gas economy.  More 

unemployment, more domestic violence, more mental health issues, closing of businesses, 

more financial strain, etc 

Stress caused by the downturn in the economy has had its affect.  Cost of living has gone up - 

groceries, taxes, utilities.... 

Stress from dealing with discrimination around LGBTQ+ issues but most of all the reception of 

transgender folks. My close friends and family members are trans and the emotional 

support it takes to bring them back from daily discrimination is a lot for my own physical 

and mental health. It sucks a lot out of me to be a support person in a community like 

Calgary. 

Stress on small business owners due to economic downturn & extravagant increases in taxes, 

minimum wage & cost of doing business. 

Stress over job security and job loss 

Stress when driving a car and using roadways - lots more drivers in large cars with less 

consideration for fellow drivers. Also, more cars and more traffic jams. 

Substance use has increased significantly Schooling is not as much of a priority as it was Cost of 

living consistently increasing while wages are staying the same Lack of community feel 

School violence and bullying increased Too much of a focus on cellphones, and social media 

Support for seniors is diminishing at a time when it should be just the opposite, closing of the 

Golden Age Club, lack of support for existing low-cost housing (the city's poor excuse for 
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closing the manufactured home park on 16th Avenue NE), general lack of understanding of 

needs of single seniors. 

Tax burdens have increased out of proportion to other costs of living in Calgary and with no 

commensurate rise in quality of civic services and infrastructure. 

Tax increases and traffic congestion have adversely affected my quality of life the most. 

Taxes and other increased costs (waste disposal fees, sewer, water erc) is eroding affordability. 

And current politicians just want to keep piling it on. 

Taxes are crushing and ever increasing adding to the stress of daily living, concern for 

retirement and well-being and security of my children 

Taxes are crushing, City Counsel seems blind to the burden they are placing on it citizens. Best 

decision I made in business was to move out of the core.  The traffic problems downtown 

justify my decision to move out. Create more business areas like Quarry Park and Sundance 

and you might have a chance at retaining small business. 

Taxes are outpacing inflation drastically. Drivers are less courteous, though it seems to be the 

younger drivers, not necessarily "new to Calgary" drivers. Spaces within schools inside your 

own community are difficult to come by if you live in a suburb. 

Taxes are too high 

Taxes have increased, leading to everything being more expensive and limiting the affordability 

of going out, enjoying the arts, participating in team activities, etc. 

Taxes have skyrocketed with no accountability by the political bodies.  Citizen engagement has 

been taken away or undermined by the "Royalty" of city hall.  They spend like drunken 

sailors and make the citizens pay. 

Taxes taxes and taxes 

Taxes to high for level of services 

Taxes,  taxes,  taxes 

Taxes, increased traffic, accessibility to the downtown and other business hubs because of bike 

paths and poorly planned construction closures 

The amount of friends and family who were laid off from work The racism present in 

conversations when talking about indigenous communities and new immigrants seems to 
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be getting worse.    The lack of programming and supports for Queer woman (there are non, 

except for volunteer run groups like the Lesbian/Queer Womyn meet up group) 

The amount of 'individual thought only' that some of our citizens have seems to have increased.  

Opposition to 'the right thing to do for a community' because of some individual concerns 

seems to be more vocal and much more attention given by media.  We need to focus more 

on the good outcomes for many, than small hardships for few. 

the amount of violent incidents, the cost of living. 

The availability of good jobs has decreased, having a negative effect across the city.  It has 

placed stress on households, agencies and businesses through out the city. 

The building on Paskapoo Slopes. A crime. 

The bus service is worse. We are ignoring the disabled. Most building are not at all wheelchair 

friendly. Not only do you need to get in the front door you need to move about freely. 

The city continues to be more and more expensive, especially fundamental costs, such as tax, 

utilities, housing and food. My wages have increased slightly over the past ten years, but 

the cost of living in Calgary has increased so much that my quality of life is impaired. The 

unchecked increase in taxes is very difficult to maintain for citizens. I was born in Calgary 

and feel very disenfranchised by the high cost of living. I actually welcomed the recession as 

perhaps a chance for the city to take a breath and slow down in the massive developments 

and sprawling suburbs that are built with no accountability. The city then tries to punish 

drivers who are living in these areas with policies that work against them trying to get 

around the city. What I have to look forward to in the upcoming ten years is hopefully a 

slight increase in wages, but I dread how much more the city and province will take that 

away. 

The City Council always in conflict with a Mayor who's ego is completely out of control. Our tax 

dollars wasted on their pet projects and no regard for the citizens of Calgary needs. 

The city gets bigger and bigger but public transit and walkability don't improve. Whole areas of 

Calgary are stagnating because of inflated property values and no new development. 

The city has expanded so need to spend more time to travel in getting around. 
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The city in general, appears to have become extremely expensive, and very poorly operated, 

with nothing to show for the money.  Everything has gone up (taxes excessively) with no 

income commensurate.  This is the single malaise that bothers me the most (costs have 

become ridiculous).  My tax rates are up 16% in each of the last two years, and I have seen 

no increase in any service of any kind (except they are now putting in wheel chair access at 

the corners, now that my 97 year old mother has died and can't use them).  There was a 

time when the aldermen were volunteers, and the mayor was a part-timer, not that long 

ago, and then the city was a much nicer (smaller does help) place to live.  So, if the city 

wants a higher rating on Quality of Life - do something to show that quality is improving for 

me as an individual tax payer.  Putting the fluoride back in the water (500K$ a yr for million 

people is the single best health thing the city can do for us all, at the cheapest cost of 

anything this city does).  Stop with the art - it does nothing in this bad economic time.  Stop 

with the bike lanes - I certainly don't need them (but keep developing pathways in new 

communities and on major arterial routes).  Don't need any more flower pots (until the 

economy improves, then I would like them).  Get rid of all the extra city workers in the 

various rinks and give the rinks to the communities - communities are far, far more efficient 

at running facilities than the city ever will be.  Keep fixing the pot holes (do a fair job here).  

Stop with the community housing, except for the mentally ill - never had it before and the 

population survived. 

The city is so spread out that it is difficult to relate to the city as a whole.  We think of 

quadrants.  Traffic gridlock is part of that reason:  I do not travel to northern communities 

(unless I am doing volunteer work) because getting there and back would take 2-3 hours. 

The city is spending money at an alarming rate and not necessarily on the right requirements. 

The city is still playing catch up with services. Hospitals (like Foothills) is over capacity and 

making it hard to access basic health services. Sports and recreation opportunities are too 

far and parents have to drive miles to a sports field. 

The city is too big for its infrastructure. It is difficult to get from A to B especially if you don't 

have a car. The volume of traffic on the roads has increased. Services are stretched too thin, 

people with mental heath issues are not supported well enough in the community and 
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doomed to failure and relapse.  Assisted living for seniors is too costly, too many are 

isolated or living in poor conditions. Recreation and facilities for physical activity are too 

costly for the average person.  Not enough access to locally grown produce. 

The City of Calgary once an awesome city has become the city of greed. Victims of car thefts etc 

get to pay all the costs incurred when their car is recovered, and not returned to the owner 

by police, but sent to the impound lot where the victim gets to pay for being the victim. This 

is GREED at its worst. This is only one example of the greediness of Calgary over the last five 

or so years, and this is truly disgusting. 

The City seems to be using the inner city as a "cash cow" for development elsewhere. These 

communities are thriving IN SPITE of the City's attitude and interference. A prime example is 

the Green Line for transit - the inner city communities are being treated as "pass through" 

areas while Calgarians who choose to live in the far-flung communities are being given a 

hugely expensive gift. 

The city's traffic issues have become more pronounced with increased delays in traveling 

around the city 

-The civic politician in-fighting -City taxes - 

The continuing energy industry challenges are creating stress and uncertainty. 

The cost  of living in Calgary has become very expensive meaning that young people can not 

afford to leave home or must share living accommodation   with multiple people 

The cost of being here has risen too much, well ahead of the rate of inflation. Council needs to 

get serious about cost control. 

The cost of city mandated services is ridiculous. Housing costs are way too high--both owner 

and rental. Calgary Transit service has changed negatively and fares are higher than is fair 

for the service provided. ByLaw and Police enforcement are not taking complaints as 

seriously as they used to for residential noise violations and garbage in yards. Because City 

Hall has allowed for continued growth of urban sprawl, there is a marked increase in youth 

boredom violence--graffiti, damage to property, thefts from garages. 

The cost of food has become prohibitive for the poor.  The quality of food is downright scary.  

The cost of housing has made a home that one wants to live in unaffordable.  
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Transportation costs are up.  Inclusion seems to include immigrants but leaves the First 

Nations people outside.  We have new communities with all the amenities except schools.  

How stupid is that?  I was disabled and on AISH until I turned 65.  Because the subsidy rate 

is different for the disabled and seniors, my rent has gone up from $300 per month to $500 

per month while my income has decreased.  So, now that I am a senior, I am living in the 

kind of poverty that no one should have to experience.  When was the last time that those 

on welfare got an increase?  Is it still acceptable to give a single person $400 per month 

when the cost of renting a bedroom is $500 per month?  While I know that welfare and 

senior citizens are not under the municipal jurisdiction, they control the lack of quality of 

life for those in the system. 

The cost of food has increased well beyond the rate of inflation. The overall weak economy has 

impacted many individuals and families. That's reflected in a somber mood and decreased 

liveliness of a usually upbeat city. 

The cost of living continues to increase at an unrealistic rate.  Overdevelopment does not add 

to the quality of life.  The City continues to allow developers to expand "new communities" 

which demonstrate little or no consideration for the land and sustainability.  Developers 

continue to build huge homes with no regard for sustainable energy use or green 

considerations  There is too much unconsidered rapid growth; not good for the ecology of 

the City 

The cost of living has skyrocketed (housing, groceries, transit). Having just lost my job as a result 

of the economy, I would like to see more opportunity to access affordable options for 

reeducation. Unfortunately, at the moment it is cost prohibitive. Traffic has gotten 

increasingly difficult to manoeuvre and infrastructure is operating at its max capacity in 

many cases. Just getting around has become extremely frustrating. Even when I was 

working downtown, I had to adjust my schedule to start at 7am, otherwise I was unable to 

get onto the CTrain. Improvements to transit is a must. 

The cost of living in Calgary has increased making it difficult to live a full and enjoyable life for 

many. 

The cost of living is increasing while the economy is struggling 
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The cost of living is somewhat out of control if you make under 50K a year. 

The cost of living seems to have risen much quicker than peoples salaries and living wages - 

The cost of many activities and the cost of all services rising also the taxes.  This makes it very 

hard for some of us survive.  I love our city but things are becoming out of reach 

The culture of Calgary is not the same. People are less tolerant of others who may be different 

due to age, disability, gender etc... Calgary has fallen behind other major cities when it 

comes to economic diversification, inclusion and affordability. This is not the Calgary I 

moved to 20 years ago. 

The decreased access of families to crisis housing - namely the Inn from the Cold being closed. 

The number of homeless people who have mental illness keeping them from seeking 

constructive assistance. 

The depressed economy has impacted my work life and has caused a resulting anxiety and 

doubt in my life. 

the dollar has had an obvious 

The down turn in our economy has forced people to rethink their spending and cut back on 

their expenses some one which are things that they enjoy doing and can no longer afford. 

The down turn in the economy.  Higher unemployment.  People leaving Calgary as they can not 

afford the high cost of living. 

The downturn has created a crisis of identity as oil and gas are not the strong economic driver it 

once was. Also, people are feeling less financially secure as the market adjusts itself, 

creating community tension. 

The downturn has impacted the community in both negative and positive ways.  Many are 

feeling hopelessness, loss and anger, but there are others who are helping all that they can.  

It is a challenging time for our city and our province.  Everyone is looking for the silver lining 

and it is getting harder to find.  The sense of hopefulness has diminished. 

The downturn has meant a lot of people have lost their jobs and are living on the edge or 

leaving. 

The downturn in the economy has increased unemployment such that many people are 

struggling financially.  This has impacted the quality of life for all of us - even those of us 
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who remained employed.   Traffic seems to have improved - not sure if that is due to fewer 

people going to work and less utilization of the roads. 

the downturn in the energy industry= less money  However i am very pleased to see calgary 

moving  into a more progressive arts/culture community. Watching the east village area 

evolve and merging into a more vital downtown. wonderful to see the music mile  coming 

into  existance, and all  the wonderful festivals happening in calgary. The oil industry has 

sucked a lot of light out of the room.  it is nice to see us begin to move into more diverse 

areas. 

The downturn of the economy has severely impacted quality of life for many people. Businesses 

have closed, people have lost their homes, family violence has increased due to stress in the  

home from financial pressures. People seem to turn inwards and try to deal on their own. I 

wish they would turn outward and take time to support each other.   I am glad we accepted 

so many refugees however there are misconceptions about the supports they receive and 

this has caused tension and anger in people who have lost jobs and homes. They may be 

uninformed and misguided, but their anger and resentment causes negative feelings which 

ripple out to the community. 

The economic conditions affect the quality of life as many people are unemployed, who are not 

too interested in participating in any sports etc but looking for jobs to put bread and butter 

on the table. 

The economic crisis has hit hard, reliance on fossil fuels should decrease. 

The economic decline has increased instability downtown, impacting individuals and 

businesses. Improved diversity in Calgary's economy could help curb the local effects of 

economic downturns.   The bike lanes are a great improvement for mobility downtown. 

What we now need are more of these to make it easier to get into and out of downtown by 

bike. We also need improved, affordable parking options to offset the decrease in street-

side parking, especially around Mission, Eau-Claire, and 17th ave, where large parkades 

aren't already available.   Improvements for the homeless population are also needed, 

especially some form of Housing First program. A safe, secure home is essential to 

managing addiction and mental health, and requiring homeless people to be clean prior to 
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offering them housing is not an effective approach. Further, services at the drop-in centre 

could be improved; by treating homeless people with dignity, we can increase their comfort 

with other services, making it more likely that they'll access these services in the future. 

The economic downtown has really affected the job market negatively 

the economic downturn 

The economic downturn due to oil slump. Increased costs at grocery stores, increase in 

property tax, addition of carbon tax which adds an inflation to most goods and services. 

New fees being added to recreational facilities such as parking fee at heritage park and 

admission fee at Sikome Lake. All during salary/wage freezes and layoffs. 

The economic downturn had affected many people in Calgary negatively.  Alberta definitely 

needs to continue to diversify and rely less on oil and gas revenues. 

The economic downturn has decreased the quality of life for many Calgarians, who continue to 

struggle to find jobs, feed themselves and their families, and maintain their housing. 

The economic downturn has impacted the quality of life of many Calgary residents, due to 

layoffs or slow down in the business and economic climate. 

The economic downturn has made the city less safe as more people are desperate and are 

willing to commit crimes in order to get what they want at all costs. 

The economic downturn has put a great deal of stress on our systems and our citizens. 

Everyone in the city is within two degrees of someone who has lost their job or is at risk of 

losing it. 

The economic downturn has shed light on the lack of economic diversity however the focus has 

been on those who were beneficiaries of the strong economy and wage gap. In these times, 

the individualistic pursuit has the risk of leaving the marginalized, consistently low income, 

and diverse communities behind. 

The economic downturn is starting to impact all parts of life in Calgary, which is not something 

we have control over. I would like to see the push for economic diversification continue and 

get stronger. Oil and gas are important, but will be less so as the future unfolds and 

environmental literacies become mainstream. Calgary has a lot to offer, and is an awesome 
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place to live. Let's find ways to build on our under-lying optimism and pioneer spirit to rise 

above the current challenges.  Thanks for listening! 

The economic downturn means more visible hardship. Calgary is resilient & will recover. We 

need to work on smoothing out the cycle so we do not keep doing the boom/bust. 

The economic downturn seems to have forced more people into the streets at the same time 

that support for these individuals hasn't kept up, primarily due to decreasing financial 

resources 

The economic situation is DIRE and this seems to be constantly minimized.  I'm out of work, a 

colleague of mine has been out of work for about 16 months.    There is an economic mess 

going on, yet there are still expensive American (and other foreign) expatriate managers 

and engineers taking jobs away from Calgarians.  ALL EXPATS should be sent home NOW!!! 

The economic situation is having negative effects on all parts of the city. But honestly, I'm not 

sure how healthy it was even though it was affluent. Transitions are hard, but not 

necessarily unwelcome. It's possible that the city will land in a better place. My sense was 

that there were a lot of people who came from other cities and other countries for one 

reason - to make big bucks in the oil industry. Healthy cities are built on principles of social 

investment, connectedness, appreciation for making the place your home. 

The economic uncertainty means every business is struggling and that puts a strain on everyone 

the economy 

The economy 

The economy - people losing jobs which has also increased the rate of intimate partner violence 

(IPV) across the city. It's important to also be focusing on IPV within non-heterosexual 

relationships - reported and unreported instances. 

The economy & loss of employment 

The economy and recent changes the city is bringing in (park and ride fees, downtown bike 

lanes, green garbage carts) are making this city very difficult to live in. I also do not like 

forcing people to live closer together without improving city roads to handle extra traffic in 

many areas of the city. 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 714 

The economy and the new provincial government has been a hit to morale and taxpayers 

wallets. I feel like people outside of the affected industries have seen this as "being knocked 

down a peg" and don't feel that it is an issue for the city to deal with. 

The economy and watching so many colleagues losing get jobs doesn't make the city not feel 

secure and rather depressing 

The economy has created an aura of stress and unease that I don't recall seeing at the same 

level before. 

The economy has effected almost everyone, so cutbacks have included quality of life. 

The economy has gone to shambles, but it's not the rich who are visibly suffering. It's been 

disproportionately hurting the most vulnerable and the people in the lower socioeconomic 

groups.  It's harder to find work. Many of my friends are unemployed. But housing prices 

are still going up.   We're being crammed into smaller and smaller accommodations. Smaller 

condos. Tiny parking spots. Not enough parking. It just feels like we're all becoming caged 

animals.   And we're paying more for our cages than ever before...  Seriously, increase the 

minimum size for parking spots. Make more parking a requirement. Make sidewalks wider 

in places where you want people to walk. Don't let developers get away with making 

neighbourhoods without sidewalks. Stop cramming houses so close together that the fire 

department can't save your two neighbours' houses if your house catches on fire. 

The economy has had a significant impact on my workplace and has thus increased my personal 

level of stress. Changes in our provincial and federal politics has also negatively impacted 

our ability to operate and change to that is not foreseeable. 

The economy has really gone down, so many people have lost their jobs, and a lot of people are 

in need of social assistance like financial assistance, obtaining food, finding housing, paying 

rent/utilities, help finding employment. 

The economy has tanked putting stress on all aspects of quality of life. 

The economy has, without doubt, affected many Calgarians. Although I have not personally 

been affected, friends and family have which puts a strain on their well-being and 

relationships. I feel the overwhelming need to help and also much guilt to spend 

unnecessary funds. 
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The economy is a big factor, of course, and even for people not working directly for oil 

companies there has been a trickle-down effect. 

The economy is harsh and with it an increasing sense of helplessness and lack of optimism 

The economy is terrible, layoffs are continuing and larger corporations are with-holding the 

truth about the number of staff impacted.  Things are much worse economically than the 

media and others like to make them appear.  Calgary is in a crisis and no-one is doing much 

about it.   One key thing to do - send ALL of the high-priced, mainly American, oil and gas 

industry expatriates HOME NOW!  There are needy Calgarians for these jobs and we DO 

NOT need opinionated Americans running the CANADIAN oil and gas business. 

The economy is the most noticeable. 

The economy of course. However, what has disturbed me the most is the increasing 

divisiveness, aggression and vitriol in public and political discourse. The attacks and awful 

behaviour of citizens to our democratically elected officials (provincial and municipal), and 

the increasingly bitter divides between political parties is depressing, because it is a sign of 

the breakdown of dialogue, consensus, cooperation - all skills that are essential for us to 

develop as humanity faces its biggest challenges. Mayor Nenshi's increasingly arrogant 

behaviour doesn't help (someone whom I admire greatly for the work he has done in 

office). How can we develop a shared understanding that we all want the best for our 

community and work together? How can we have reasonable, honest, sincere dialogue that 

isn't just "politicking" by elected officials? 

The economy tanked 

The economy, when it was good, made the cost of living much too high for many people. Now 

that the economy is suffering, it is even worse. The cost of living remains at the same level 

and now earning power has dropped sharply. I worry about the future of the city and how 

long people can hang on before moving away. I also feel, as a long time Calgarian, that 

many people who came here for work had no intention of investing in their communities or 

truly adopting Calgary as their new home. Because of this, and the need to work even 

harder and longer, volunteerism has suffered tremendously. 

The economy. 
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The economy. Calgary pretty much has no industry besides the energy sector. This really needs 

to change. 

The flood took a deeper toll on the psyche of the city than we realize I think.  The economic 

downturn is also having an impact. 

The focus on oil has created low morale 

The gap between the rich and poor is widening.  This decreases the quality of life in Calgary for 

me on a daily basis. 

The health care system is broken and in dealing with chronic pain over past 2-3 years has been 

a challenge to get help in a timely fashion.  I am currently on a wait list of 11 months just to 

find out if I am a candidate to see a specialist.  The provincial economy is the next most 

impactful factor, my husband has been out of work for over 1 yr and used up all EI. Local 

business are slower and  struggling and there seems to be little relief in the near future.  We 

need to diversify our economy.  Traffic congestion is increasingly worse.  Whether that is 

Deerfoot Trail or Crowchild bridge at Memorial I feel like I sit longer in traffic and it starts 

earlier and ends later.  As such I have had to adjust my departure time from my office to 

make it home in a reasonable time, lucky I have that luxury but many others don't.  The 

Urban sprawl of Calgary is unsightly and using up resources to build new roads, schools, and 

hospitals instead of revitalizing existing communities to be more attractive. 

The high cost of housing, the high income disparity between the richest and the poorest, and 

the rising cost of food all contribute to a lower quality of life for many. 

The increase in gang violence over the past two years. 

The increase in the cost of living has eroded the quality of life. With less discretionary income, 

there are fewer opportunities. However, there seems to be simply a shift to more cost-

effective activities, or more meaningful interactions with family, friends and community 

members. 

The increase in the mentally ill as well as drug and alcohol addicted homeless people walking 

the streets. 

The increased number of layoffs has had implications in the city. This has not affected our 

family directly since I have been retired for several years. However, this is reflected in a 
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downturn in the housing market where for sale signs are more prevalent, houses stay on 

the market longer and prices have eroded.  Many restaurants that are suffering with 

declining customers. Some have already closed their doors more will be closing their 

businesses.  There has also been a decided downturn in the support for the arts. Art 

galleries are suffering with reduced sales and attendance at cultural events is down.  

Fundraising for charitable undertakings is much more difficult than in the past, particularly 

for capital projects. 

The influence of the economic downturn has been enormous, and I suspect we will continue to 

experience the effects for years to come. As a social worker, I have witnessed the increase 

of domestic violence, reliance on dwindling services and an increase in the frequency of 

suicidal ideation. 

The job losses in the city are Hughes compared to two years ago. B&Es are increasing as is 

domestic violence. we need to support the oil industry. When it is thriving the companies 

involved are the most supportive for culture, communities, sports and employment. We 

need to help them so they can help us 

The lack of suitable indoor facilities has become evident as my children have grown.  If soccer is 

your sport this is the worst community in the world in which to play. 

The level of civility in civic politics has decreased and my confidence in City Hall and the mayors 

office has been sorely tested. 

The level of disconnect between our City Council and their actual job of preserving the overall 

health and wellness of Calgary as a home to over a million people continues to grow.  Our 

Council's activities is the bellweather for those looking to Calgary to see if investing or living 

here is a the right thing to do.  They have lost their way and citizens, business owners, and 

international investors must wonder if they can get themselves out of the weeds of where 

to put a marijuana dispensary, whether to serve shark fin soup, or whether one of the over 

500,000 private dwellings in Calgary should have a secondary suite!? Get back to enabling 

their City to grow and innovate, erode housing limitations, improve housing affordability, 

and produce jobs. 
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The level of stress connected to economic downturn has had an effect on me and everyone I 

know even though I don't personally work in oil and gas. The boom bust cycle means rapid 

swings in quality of life in the city even with strides made to improve our communities. 

The local economy is much weaker than we've been accustomed to. This has resulted in much 

more strain on just about every non-profit organization (Increased demand for services and 

decreased funding). It is heartening to see many who still can step up to try and fill some of 

the gaps. 

The loss of jobs and downturn in the economy. 

The loss of jobs has definitely affected a number of components in the community.  People are 

worried about their and and their children's future as housing, food, recreation and gas 

prices continue to rise.  There is very little hope for a quick turn around for this situation. 

The loss of jobs in the Resource industry has created some economic challenges for a lot of 

Families.  This has increased some of the social issues such as those struggling with 

additions, and mental health that no longer have access to employer supported programs 

and counseling.  This has become noticeable in many places where we are used to seeing 

calm and reserved behavior.  Driving and anger on the roads, bad behavior by parents in the 

stands at hockey rinks and soccer fields for example.  The economic stress is manifesting 

itself in some very poor behavior by those parents without work or in financial stress 

The loss of jobs is troubling 

The mental health of folks because of the economic downtown has decreased. I've noticed an 

increase in uptake of social services and counseling, also increase in domestic violence and 

addictions. The things that happen when people are nearing poverty and desperation. 

the motor vehicles seem to reign supreme in Calgary.  People are too rushed and distracted 

when they drive.  I am very anxious when I drive mainly in NW Calgary because of this.  For 

older people , newcomers to Calgary , visitors , etc.  it must be a very frustrating and 

disheartening experience to drive , walk or bike in Calgary.  I would strongly support a 30 

km speed limit in residential areas.  This lack of consideration on the roadways is a annoying 

and embaressing to me, who has lived here for the most part of the last 35 years. 

The NDP 
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The number of homeless on the streets, the economic situation and the sharp increase in 

domestic violence incidents. 

The number of homeless people has increased or at least their visibility has increased.    The 

ability of the city council to work together in the best interest of their constituents- the 

citizens of Calgary has decreased- there is a lot of posturing and attempts to position 

themselves to further their political futures which is a sad state of affairs. 

The number of people employed below their capabilities has increased due to the issues facing 

the petroleum industry is much higher than estimated.  Recognition of this is critical. 

The number of people I see living on the street. 

The number of unemployed is drastically increased, the number of people having to access 

supports like the food bank is far too high. We are still noticeably dependent on the oil & 

gas sector. 

The number of unemployed people has increased this affects the psychological health of all 

Calgarians. 

The obvious reply would be the decline of the oil and gas industry and the resulting job losses. 

Despite this, I personally do not notice an overall decline in the quality of life. I view the 

decline in the industry as somewhat temporary and an opportunity for Calgary to further 

diversify. 

The oil and gas decline has meant so many Calgarians have lost their jobs and have struggled to 

find new ones. Our city needs to expand its economy to provide work in other fields. All this 

job loss has meant many Calgarians cannot afford their homes and to participate in the 

activities in the city. 

The oil industry has been hit real bad. Not only for those who are out of work, but for their 

colleagues who are left behind to pick up the pieces and their families who have to deal 

with the stressors of job loss of a family provider. 

the only decline is because of the economy, when there are so many layoffs you automatically 

feel disconnected from your community and your city. 

The only thing I can comment on would be the living cost. Every single cost has increased to a 

point where one has to question the value - utilities, taxes, food etc. I think the city is 
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spending WAY too much without concern for the tax payer. Try to make some cut backs - 

particularly at city hall which should improve efficiency. 

the only thing that I have observed is the increased traffic, construction and the frustration 

around that, ineffective road systems, and delays in getting where I need to go.. 

The overall feeling of safety has declined over the last 2 years. Safety in your home, on the 

street and in public places. People seem to be filled with rage and will resort to violence to 

further their own ends. Crime and gang violence seem to be everywhere these days. 

The percentage of people outside of walking distance to a transit stop or station is increasing. 

The Calgary Transportation Plan standard is 95% of people to be within 400 metres of a 

stop. 

The plunging economy has hit Calgary drastically. The vast number of unemployed citizens has 

made it difficult for all Calgarians. This affects all aspects of life here. We need to get 

Calgary back on its feet again; the pessimistic outlook needs to be replaced with hope again. 

The poor economy has created a lot of pessimism, more success stories need to be shared. 

More job creation will get the QOL back to where it was two years ago. 

The price of food and utilities have gone up, it takes a lot more time and effort to shop for a 

good deal 

The prices of bus passes have been raised as well as the soccer association price. 

The quality of life for me personally has remained strong.  But for many people affected by the 

impact of low oil prices and the attendant job losses in the city, their quality of life will have 

declined.  The importance of diversifying the city's economy has been known for some time.  

I am hoping that this time, we will try seriously to address the issue.  And "green jobs" will 

help, but they are by no means the whole answer.  The problem is much broader than that. 

The quality of life has changed because it is so busy with so many people and cars. Used to be 

able to hop on deerfoot trail late at night and there was know one now it is like a mini rush 

hour. Noisy and crazy to get were you are going, Saturday is a nightmare at the mall. 

The quality of life has declined in Calgary over the past two years which is directly related to the 

oil and gas industry struggles. It is critical for Calgary to impress upon the rest of Canada 

how important it is to build the pipelines. 
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The quality of life has declined in the past two years since huge numbers of people were forced 

into the labor market based on the economic downturn. I think learning something from 

that experience might be helpful to prevent its negative effects on Calgarians in the future. 

the quality of life has decreased considerably because, a lot of people are out of jobs, the 

houses are expensive to even buy ,the rents are way over the too expensive. And there is a 

lot of biased treatment among the native. 

The quality of life in Calgary has not noticeably declined in the past two years. 

The quality of life of many immigrants decreases because of less job opportunities in Calgary in 

the past few years. 

The question is rhetorical, of course the quality has slipped for the thousands who have lost 

jobs because of the oils crisis. The worst affect will be seen in the next twelve months as the 

severance packages get used up unless of course the price of oil or the willingness of the 

rest of Canada to support pipelines changes. Thank god our location is beautiful and offers 

so many amenities not available to so many other Canadians which allows us an escape for 

a few days or hours from the reality of our current economic climate. This will change if we 

don't resolve the crisis we are currently suffering. I have lived through four recessions, some 

in other major cities in Canada. The current recession is by far the worst I have experienced. 

We need to do something extraordinary to get us back to the economic leader we used to 

enjoy. 

The recent economic downturn has effected many families. 

The reliance on oil and gas has had a major impact on our city. Many people are unemployed 

while goods and services keep going up on a daily basis. We really need help from the 

provincial and federal government with this. 

The ripple effect of the energy sector downturn, on the heels of the flood & other adverse 

events are taking their toll - stress levels are quite high for many citizens & families. 

The separation of the socio economic classes which manifests itself in so many ways: belief that 

people live in poverty because they are lazy, the lack of community response to landlords 

and employers who do not follow basic laws created to protect the safety and dignity of 

fellow citizens, the refusal of initiatives that do not directly improve 'my life' (e.g. 
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skateboard park in Edgemont), the anger of the 'haves' that the current economic woes are 

caused by lack of government action rather than their poor adjustment to the new 

economic realities and after decades of promoting 'business as usual.' 

The socio-economic gap has widened and continues to widen, though this could be a reflection 

of broader cultural trends. 

The stress from the economic downturn has a trickle down effect on the city even if you are not 

directly affected. 

the tax increases and user fees being imposed at all levels are highly concerning. The most 

recent example is the proposed new user fees fro Sikome Lake. For people of limited 

means, this may have just removed their opportunity to get some enjoyable solace in the 

park like setting. 

the trafic has gotten bad and the small roads you use to be able to take are being closed and 

covered with speed bumps forcing mopre people on to roads without any improvemants to 

the roads causing more road rage and speeding. 

The transient nature of new Calgarians always makes it hard to build lasting community. 

The trees and shrubs in my community have not made a full recovery since the past event 

known as SNOWTEMBER; many trees were reduced in size and the reduction of snow/rain 

in the last year has not helped with their regrowth and redevelopment.  In the past year, 

we've witnessed a tremendous shift in political parties which has unfortunately led to some 

public reactions of intolerance and impatience with newcomers (i.e., hijabs) and refugees, 

which is heartbreaking and disappointing.  As a dog owner for over 15 years in Calgary, I've 

witnessed the scaling back and restriction of several centrally located dog parks in YYC (i.e., 

River Park) and am disappointed this beautiful place will soon have limited access to the 

river. 

The University administration has become less intelligent 

The use of sex to try get patrons into restaurants downtown. I know times are hard, but 'beers, 

burgers, and boobs' shows a lack of respect and class. 

The violence and threat of violence invoked fear. 
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The weak economy is taking a heavy on the not-for-profit sector that provides so much of the 

support for social needs, arts and culture, and recreation. None of the 3 levels of 

government has stepped up adequately. 

The weak economy means that many people are concerned about their futures and unable to 

do things they've considered normal activities in the past 

There appears to have been a decline in confidence -  hard to get my arms around it -  but more 

second guessing about our collective ability to get through the current economic downturn 

in the oil and gas business. 

There are few good jobs here and no body in government seems to be doing anything about it. 

There are fewer people in employment; these are economically tough times. 

There are more break and enters. There is more theft.  There is less employment. There are few 

jobs for youth during the summer. The workers brought in to work at Tims etc take away 

jobs. Tims should pay a little more and students will work there.  The schools are 

overloaded, particularly the High  Schools CBE... we need more spaces.  The health care 

system works if you are in critical need like a heart attack, but there are long lines for knee 

replacements.  Mental health is hugely frustrating. We have more domestic abuse and less 

ability to deal with it. Are arts community is really struggling. 

There are more homeless people in the inner city. 

There are more incidents of gun violence and domestic assault; More local "small" businesses 

are closing and giving way to larger franchises; Affordability of housing is decreasing; 

Extremely poor quality of drivers; There are no "late night" or 24-hr coffee shops or grocery 

stores; The downtown core is "dead" after 4pm; Inconsistent quality of timing for the bus 

and transit system; Parking rates are astronomically high; Property taxes keep increasing 

annually, without benefit to residents; Unusually high salaries paid to City 

workers/employees; Poorly trained teachers and principals in schools, and the "old stock 

Canadian" mentality of the CBE re: bullying in schools and also attitudes toward LGBTQ* 

students; and finally, more attention needs to be paid to "at risk" women and youth (from 

all socio-economic backgrounds, and communities) 
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There are more people begging on corners, more garbage blowing down the streets, and more 

problems getting meaningful help or answers from the City. 

There has been a disappointing decline in the level of care of public spaces.  For example, the 

care of trees, boulevards, spread of weeds such as dandelions, and removal of trash that 

blows around.  There are times of the year Calgarians should be ashamed at the level of 

care of public spaces. 

There has been a drastic change due to the change in governments and the economy. 

There has been a economic downturn that has affected the quality of life for many Calgarians 

There has been an economic decline. 

There has been an increase of improvements in many areas in the City of Calgary so cannot 

comment on any noticeable decline other than we need a mayor who thinks before he 

speaks.  This is very important as he represents our city and all Calgarians. 

There has been more crime in my neighbourhood (my car has been broken into a few times). 

There has been more media reports about gang violence, murders, violent crimes, etc, and this 

can lead to the perception that Calgary is a less safe city in which to live. Also the downturn 

in the economy has led to many people losing jobs, companies closing, lack of funding for 

some ventures, etc. 

There is a disconnect between city council, City Departments and the general public. There 

appears to be a continuation of disregard for the impact of their  actions on the public at 

large. 

There is an anti-senior bias at City Hall. 

There is far more violence and concern over gangs, drugs, deaths and murders -what have we 

done about this - and concern with the number of New Canadians who are involved in the 

criminal element 

There is more crime.    There needs to be more economy diversification so that when the oil 

prices tumble like they have at present, that it doesn't affect so my people.  This has been 

repeated several times in the 45 years I have lived here. 

There seem to be fewer volunteers for some community events. 
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These are the changes I have seen and affects our family: job losses higher costs of healthy 

foods the noise level in the city has increased loss of forest animals (deer, foxes, 

birds,rabbits, even gophers) more violence( with weapons) closing of independent stores, 

coffee shops (loss of customers due to job losses) traffic is busier, faster, scarier. More 

people speeding, rushing, yelling, honking. Lots of anger. 

Things have become more expensive, namely groceries. 

Time wasted in traffic. 

To many chiefs and not enough people being held accountable for their actions, especially 

when one can mouth off and get away with this and yet anyone else doing such would have 

been charged or given notice that they are now notice and could be relieved of their 

positions.  This City is for all the people not a elite few who think we are their property. 

To much dangers crime on the street to any citizen walking the street . 

too busy - our inner core community (Altadore ) has become too densely populated... roads are 

too crowded... flow in so manyu aspects is not managed well.   Public transit , or lack of a 

decent system (ie Toronto, Mtl) is a huge negative factor in this city. 

Too busy, no one has time to care. Too expensive, for someone on disability it's tough to keep 

ends meeting. 

too expensive to live here, too few rental units, fees for everything going up thanks to Council 

decisions 

Too expensive, especially parking at hospitals and medical centers, you are robbed blind. Lack 

of city concern for thing citizens care about. Rudeness of people illegally parking at 

handicap spots, talk about bullies! Lack of hope in getting any help with mental health 

issues and help going back to work. Just tired that the city/province seems to care only for 

those who have fat wallets and who vote the way they do. 

Too many cars and very rude behaviour. 

Too many cars on the road. Dangerous drivers. Road rage. 

Too many cars with one person, too many impatient drivers.  No do not build more roads. What 

have other cities done? 

Too many cars! 
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Too many people 

Too many people working in Calgary who do not speak the english language 

Too many people.....too busy, too much traffic, line ups.  It has become a BIG city and has lost 

it's heart.  Its sad to watch. 

Too many traffics jams - construction projects seem to take for ever. Too many ghettos forming, 

esp. in NE. Too much crime - no consequences now for most crimes. Too much vandalism 

and garbage around city. 

Too much emphasis on money and corporate well being....not the average wage earning 

citizen. 

Too much gang violence 

Too much petty crime and also too much gang violence 

Too much traffic, job losses high property tax 

Too much urban sprawl & with it traffic congestion 

Too much urban sprawl,traffic density and general rude aggressive behavior therein. 

Tough times all over the city 

Traffic 

Traffic and access to post-secondary education for local youth. 

traffic and the time it takes to commute takes away from family life, time to volunteer and 

exercise. 

Traffic and urban sprawl.  We are like the proverbial frog in the pot of increasingly hot water... 

Traffic anger is horrible. Gang violence seems more. 

Traffic congestion and traffic speed. Cost of living increases, particularly groceries.  Areas 

around my home have been re forested and are being developed... this has significantly 

decreased the quality of my life.  We need a lot more green spaces,  more parks. 

Traffic congestion due to poor road planning decades ago. 

traffic congestion has increased, adding to commute times and driver frustration.   the city must 

evolve and prepare for the wave of aging baby boomers who will soon require many more 

services and supports as they age, many ungracefully and poorly. 
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Traffic congestion has worsened. Public transit options have not improved or have become less 

affordable. 

Traffic congestion, crime, and taxes too high. 

Traffic congestion, news media too focused on negative reporting, higher cost of living 

Traffic congestion, rates of employment, food costs, excessive municipal spending and tax 

increases. 

Traffic congestion. Increased airplane noise. 

Traffic continues to be difficult with constant traffic infractions by drivers, cyclists, and 

pedestrians. As Calgary continues to get bigger, there is an increase in big city problems, 

such as crime and violence.  Increased stress on the health care system with lack of hospital 

beds and insufficient number of ambulances/paramedics.  Our green spaces continue to 

look worse with every passing year with the preponderance of weeds, which makes it very 

difficult to keep your own yard weed-free.  There are way too many liquor stores, 

supermarkets and certain types of large retail chains -  liquor promotes too much drinking; 

there has to be a ton of waste from the supermarkets; and there seems to be too much 

large retail for the City needs - this causes a lot of problems for small business sustainability. 

Traffic during "rush" times has become e real problem. The bike lanes down town have 

deduced the flow of people per hour. City council has become very much a tax and spend 

institution. 

traffic has become more problematic throughout the city and access to the city overall, is 

difficult for those coming from the SE 

Traffic has been rapidly become a problem, which needs to be solved by increasing investment 

in public transit and decreasing the amount of cars on the road. Invest in transit now, 

instead of investing in expensive and obsolete roads. 

traffic has gotten more congested it is an expensive city to live and play in 

Traffic has gotten worse. 

Traffic has increased  C Train breaks down a lot  Schools are in bad shape  Food has become 

more expensive 
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Traffic has increased substantially in my area, making it difficult to join sports or other 

recreation activities in the evenings.  Our grocery store was lost so walkability has 

decreased.  My spouse lost his job so we are not able to get out to enjoy some of the 

activities Calgary has to offer.  I am finding more options for local foods, and am hopeful 

more is to come as people start to shift in this direction.  Added taxes do not help our 

situation either, especially as we often don't feel they are going towards any sources that 

we support. 

Traffic has increased to the point that a low period now feels the same as a rush hour in the 

90s. Admittedly, that's a longer span than just 2 years, but it's an ever increasing problem. 

(1. 7th Ave Free Fare zone should have been underground from the start; 2. Why are people 

allowed to park on well-used routes? This takes lanes away from often-clogged roads.) 

There seems to be far more violent incidents now--something "new" every morning when I 

watch the news. My concern for the city is higher now and my sense of general safety is 

declining. 

Traffic has increased, particularly Deerfoot Trail and taxes are increasing at an alarming rate. 

Traffic is affecting the quality of life of all Calgarians resulting in frustration, commute times and 

traffic snarls.   Strongly suggest City look at options to move traffic quicker.  Born and raised 

in Calgary but have no feeling of safety on the streets at night, parking lots or event parking. 

Traffic is getting worse.  Unemployment is a huge problem.  Lots of people are leaving Alberta 

to find jobs. 

Traffic is horrendous, Deerfoot Trail is a gong show. Snow removal is non existent in some 

communities, parking is too expensive, Mayor should put his brain in gear before putting his 

mouth in motion sometimes.  He's losing credibility. 

Traffic is terrible. Too many people. 

Traffic is too congested. Roads are not adequate for the number of vehicles entering and 

leaving the city center. Too much money spent on optics of cycling which is limited in 

number of users and the overall weather patterns of the city. Too many new developments 

without adequate infra structure to support the expansion. A city council which taxes 

instead of using budgeting techniques citizens use when the money is just not there.  There 
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is little compassion for seniors on fixed incomes when it comes to entrance fees to city 

facilities, transportation or programs to ensure sustainability of staying in ones own home. 

There is for low income but those who are just above the threshold have little to no relief. 

traffic is worse unemployment has increased greater need for ESL support increase in domestic 

violence critical shortage of mental health support for young people 

Traffic issues tension/problems between different ethnic communities or minorities etc 

violence - domestic and otherwise 

Traffic issues, Too expensive to live here, Economy has cratered 

Traffic laws are widely ignored & widely unenforced. 

traffic noise. In particular during the summer months when motorcycles are in use. We are in 

the process of moving in part due to this issue. 

Traffic noise. In particular loud motorcycles. We're moving because of this. The response from 

our alderman' office and the CPS was disappointing. 

Traffic problems and the ability to get around the city easily. More money needs to be spent on 

roads infrastructure to support the increasing numbers of people who live in communities 

far from the core. 

Traffic seems to constantly get worse. There are many reasons for this but the city seems not to 

be able to keep up. Things like bike lanes are not the answer. The culture and size of the city 

as it relates to the culture and size of the prairies with its vast distances from which we 

came, is such that vehicles are and will always be necessary to the well being and quality of 

life here. It's not going to change. It's just the way we are in this part of the world and this 

should be acknowledged and made easier through better roadways and traffic 

management. 

Traffic seems to get a bit worse every year. Prices have gone up at rec. facilities and attractions 

in the city. 

TRAFFIC! I have also been stymied by the difficulty of accessing the LRT. Would like to use it 

more however with an artificial knee I find long waits in the winter problematic also the 

many stairs. Escalators seldom work. Today I had to stand for a long time in a crowded car. 
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Young people zoned out on their phones & music never offer a seat. I was afraid of falling 

when the train lurched. Safer to drive. 

Traffic, downsizing so so less jobs and more issues accordingly 

traffic; expansion of city 

Transit has gone terribly down hill 

transit is more expensive...and it's harder to get around because of traffic. Too much spread in 

City...and hard to even visit friends.. 

Transit seems to be broken always. Makes it hard for low income ppl who rely on it to get to 

work. 

transportation - transit seems to have dominated decisions at the expense of community 

liveability - the poor pedestrian environment is a lost opportunity for citizens / neighbours 

to engage 

Transportation and getting around if very cumbersome.  More road needed NOT bike lanes.  

Decisions made with little or no communication 

Transportation has become more time consuming and delays increase the stress on individuals 

and families and it seems to be getting worse. Calgary has an archaic approach to traffic 

management and woefully inadequate public transport and support of pedestrian/cycling. 

Transportation Taxes Domestic violence Loss of jobs First time home buyers being pushed out 

of market 

Transportation. Traffic. Old infrastructure. Increased number of cars in the highways 

Unemployment 

Unemployment and bankruptcies have increased 

Unemployment and economic issues has affected the wellbeing of many Calgarians, and their 

access to quality jobs and the ensuing lifestyle has changed a lot. 

unemployment due to oil price collapse has impacted mental health issues. 

Unemployment has made living day to day a struggle. Rent is high, public transit is expensive, 

food costs keep going up. 

unemployment is affecting many of us, and the increases in property taxes is causing great 

stress on those of us who are unemployed, my taxes have gone up $1000 in the last five 
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years, and I am not benefiting at all from those increases and am really stressed on how in 

my budget, I am supposed to pay them :( 

Unemployment is higher 

Unemployment is higher causing strain on people and extra demand on social serving agencies 

Unemployment is the biggest issue, and the lack of foresight by our previous leaders in 

investing and diversifying the economy in the future. 

Unemployment rate, high taxes 

Unemployment went up, more people are feeling more desperate, crime rates went up. 

unemployment, high grocery prices, road construction takes too long, high fees for parking 

especially downtown, fines for parking/speeding ridiculously high....police should fight 

crime, not waste tax dollars by fining good citizens. CASH COW!!! (no I didn't get a ticket, 

but I am outraged at the system) 

unemployment, taxes 

Unemployment,lack of affordable housing, community aid organizations strained, public transit 

quality decline and a sluggish economy. All these have had a notable impact on quality of 

life in Calgary. 

Unfortunately, our Corporate Oil and Gas community is faltering.  This has an economic and 

sense of well-being impact for all Calgarians.       In my community, crime rates , break-ins 

have increased.    For some people depression will become a reality.  We are a strong 

community and Calgarians have proved this many times and in many ways.  Community 

leaders, media need to be positive and resourceful.   Ask citizens to step up, and stay 

connected to their neighbours. 

urban sprawl 

Urban sprawl is a bit much. 

Urban sprawl. Pollution. Increased mental illnesses. Too many controlled intersections, not 

enough circles. 

Urban spread; long commutes depriving parents of quality time with the family; cookie cutter 

architecture; no meeting places to form community; not enough schools; IT'S ALL ABOUT 

MONEY AND NOT ABOUT PEOPLE. 
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Vehicle traffic has increased substantially, people seem more self-absorbed and less community 

minded, the economic impact of the decline in employment in the resource industry is 

affecting the feeling of happiness in town. Its been replaced  with an attitude of worry and 

more anxiety. 

Very little has been done to improve on the infrastructure of our city. Driving habits have 

become deplorable - it's no longer safe to drive Deerfoot or other similar main roads. The 

police force spends too much time hiding on people who do 10km/hr above the speed limit 

instead of catching those who do 30, 40 and 50km/hr on Deerfoot, Stoney, etc.  The focus 

of our big-city Mayor is so much on Downtown that, the people who can only afford to live 

in the suburbs are not getting enough attention.  Very little is done to integrate those who 

migrate to our city in search of work but who keep on calling other cities home. 

violence. graffiti. unemployment 

Violent crime, Fentanyl drug crisis, road rage 

Violent occurrences seem to be on an increase 

wages decreased price of living increased 

Way too many condos and less multi developed housing of all income levels. 

We are fortunately retired from our day job but the jolt on the oil and gas prices, we need to 

diversify our economy to attract businesses to locate their office headquarters in our city. 

We should also consider building the Calgary NEXT sooner rather than later to take 

advantage of better labor supply, low interest rates. 

We are still very reliant on the resource sector for work thus the downturn has affected many 

people and businesses. 

We are struggling through a difficult economy but it is not the fist time we have dealt with 

these challenges. We are resilient and we will emerge from the current challenge stronger 

than ever. 

We definitely have noticed a lack of community police presence in downtown core - not a very 

enjoyable place to be 

we don't have our river side path (ogden lynwwod) that we used to have, nor can i find out who 

to address that issue to 
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We have embraced immigrants and have stepped up for these people, however the people 

who have supported Calgary in times when they could, for their entire lives or who now find 

themselves without food, basic living needs and support due the economic decline are not 

even in focus, we don't hear about the overwhelming support or rental reductions for those 

who were born here or have been living here and supporting Calgary for 30 years and have 

lost their jobs due to cut-backs, industry drop off etc. We need to support those who have 

supported Calgary for many years in a much better way. We could decrease the homeless in 

Calgary that are mostly people that have been here for a great number of years and have 

fallen on bad times that because they are not considered an minority or immigrant are 

falling through the cracks, provide more rental breaks for them, provide low cost housing 

for them and soon they can be producing citizens again in Calgary. 

We have resourceful wonderful seniors who are being targeted and we need to advocate, 

support, educate and protect our seniors as they come from a time when honesty and your 

word meant something. They are now and will be the population that bears the brunt of 

dishonest behavior in our city.  We need affordable supportive and independent living 

options for our seniors. We need to care for them and make sure their quality of life is as it 

should be and as they deserve.   We as a society need to ensure our seniors are cared for 

with kindness, skill, our resources and compassion.  I feel their quality of life has changed 

within the last 2 years and longer. 

We need to be more diversified as far as different types of companies. We are too dependent 

on Oil and Gas companies. Become more tech savvy. 

We need to put more emphasis on families spending time together. Everyone is so busy 

working they don't have time to spend with their family. Recreation is very expensive and 

children's activities are too expensive. 

Well I have not been able to find work in two years after being laid off in 2015, the air quality 

continues  to deteriorate, traffic continues to get worse. Public work projects like the SE to 

NC LRT seems stalled as does the ring road. 

Well, obviously, there's a lot of people out of work. 
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Well. That's an obvious question. Our economy of course. The oil price crash has hurt all of 

Alberta including Calgary. What more is there to say in that this is our biggest impact to 

Quality of Life. We just have to realize that we were living high as we did previously in this 

city. Now..we are more in line with many other cities in Canada and just have to adapt. 

When I learn about the rising unemployment rate, increase in domestic violence, and mental 

health challenges facing others in my community, I worry about my neighbors and my 

community - maybe we need to build more resiliency, learn to manage our expectations 

and raise awareness within communities as to what is really important. 

Where there are more people there are more problems. It seems that traffic and traffic 

accidents are increasing. It seems gun violence is increasing (not sure if this is actually true 

but it is a perception) There seems to be more garbage floating around, Our trees are in 

distress. We continue to build things and forget to take the physically challenged into 

account. 

While we have welcomed immigrants and are a culturally diverse city, we have forced cultural 

communities into certain neighbourhoods and allowed some community to become 

ghettos. We need to focus community programming, public transit, clean green spaces and 

public spending in all communities, not just those with residents earning over $150,000 a 

year. 

Why ask for decline - loads the answer - ask for changes as I think the quality of life is the best it 

has ever been 

With "donut" urban development happening where we're hollowing out established 

communities to build sprawl on the fringes of the city, it has lowered the quality of life 

overall for Calgarians. This is not sustainable design, costs more, and doesn't actually 

increase liveability/health. I would like to see more emphasis at inner city, mixed use, 

smartly designed communities with different housing options. 

With the approval of the ring road in the sw I can see how green spaces (e.g. Weasel head) are 

a lower priority for all levels of government, but feel it is a high priority for most citizens 
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With the decline in the economy and the increase of property taxes, and the future carbon tax, 

there is a lot more stress in the city and a reduced quality of life. It's more difficult for 

people to live in this city with all these new taxes. 

With the downturn money is tighter, even outside the oil and gas industries - with reduced 

corporate philanthropy many arts related jobs are less secure. Fears of losing our home are 

higher and with the housing market being a 'buyer's market' it feels like options are limited 

for moving to reduce household debt load. This has led to an increase in stress. 

With the downturn, there is less disposable income. 

With the economic downturn  non profit organizations like the Food Bank are struggling t meet 

the needs of the unemployed. domestic violence is increasing for families who are 

struggling through hard times. we are fortunate to have the right governments both 

provincially and federally. Instead of cuts we are on the right road to investing in people. 

with the economic downturn, I have seen many jobs lost causing huge hardships. 

With the economic situation we are being presented with many issues in our city..Once again I 

feel we as individuals need to DO more, Help others and take responsibility for ourselves on 

an increasing basis via physical and personal health, socially becoming involved and giving 

of our time and efforts to assist where you can in our city  I am appalled and the "anger and 

aggression" we are seeing on some of our major roadways and feel the visibility and 

ticketing of some of these drivers by the police might be of help 

with the economy faltering, that sends everyone into a spiral. as a small business owner, that 

trickles down to me. i don't have a lot of work right now. 

with the economy we tend to focus less on our health and wellness. We need to allow the latter 

to drive everything. 

With the growth in population it has become unpleasant to attend community festivals such as 

the Lilac Festival, 12 Days of Christmas, etc. as these events can't support those crowds. If 

our 5 year old grandsons have to wait over 2 hours in a line for a horse-drawn wagon ride at 

Heritage Park, there is no point in going.      As well, students can't enter programs at SAIT 

even if they have all the qualifications as there are too many people applying for those 

same programs. 
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With the growth of the city, I think the following has declined: safety, prices for food, road 

conditions and transit. 

With the increased population and the age of the city there are definitely issues with 

transportation. There used to be issues with building maintenance but that has been 

resolved through very active building. While we do a good job with homelessness issues, we 

can do more as this population is also larger than it was in the past and has spread out to 

build camps around the city and along the river which, while everyone needs somewhere to 

sleep, the city should have better options for these individuals. I also feel like my warm 

accepting diverse city is becoming more segregated and discriminatory. This makes me sad. 

With the layoffs in the oil patch, a few things have declined.  Contract employment is harder to 

find at lower rates. More people are unemployed and many who still have jobs in the 

energy industry are experiencing lower job morale. 

With the oil bust the entire economy is slowing. Job loss. Insecurity. High food prices. Gangs 

becoming bolder. A feeling of isolation from the rest of canada 

With the various stresses caused the low oil price, it seems Calgary has become less tolerant 

towards those with environmental concerns and interests in alternative energies, as if being 

environmentally conscious is a threat to Calgary's existence. 

Worrying about jobs and money, and finding it difficult to enjoy arts and culture offerings 

because they are either (or both) very expensive and very crowded. Would love 

opportunities to enjoy the city that are spread out over a number of days or locations so 

that they are more accessible as a young family with kids. 

Wow!  Here we go!  City council has increased property and business taxes to the point that I, 

as a senior, will have to look hard at my ability to stay in my home of 40 years. Taxes went 

up 1000.00 over a year, 145% since I bought my home. Stop spending tax money on 'art' ie, 

the blue ring, 'fish' along Glenmore, and quit building so called 'beautiful' archetured rec 

centres, ie, Quarry park!  Far too high salaries for Administration people, ie, city manager, 

alderpeople. Not seeing any good policing, again, no patrolling of the Deerfoot, lack of 

communication regarding break-ins, damage to vehicles, police 'have better things to do' 

than to make a phone call to a senior that had their home emptied by thugs. Whomever is 
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holding the purse strings has opened the bag. Have people know their job, ie sidewalk 

laying staff, I know grass will not grow where there are cigarette packages, concrete, and 

other garbage, beside the new sidewalk. The workers just put dirt back on top of garbage, 

threw grass seed on it and walked away.  This is what is frustrating the citizens. Lack of 

caring by city staff, too many coffee breaks, poor driving habits and a lack of consideration 

for 'their employers'.End of rant. 

Yes 

Yes - too much development, too high taxes and fees, too many social experiments, poor civic 

and development planning - etc etc 

Yes Need hight imcome to live in calgary  very very expensive 

yes with the drop of oil prices. we need to rely less on oil as it is not sustainable and calgary 

should invest in eco-friendly sources of energy. 

Yes, it's a big and very noticeable discrimination 8n the city especially in NE part of city, city 

don't clean NE part of city properly in spring cleaning. Compare to other part of city. Very 

less number of trees compare to other part of city. In NE very less number of green spaces 

in new communities and keep building houses in every corner, especially in saddleridge. City 

don't water and fertilize in NE and did in all other part of city. City don't cut grass on 

roadsides of NE  In NE City install barrier and bells on C-Train intersections, bell sound is too 

high and keep ringing very long after train left. If you compare with northwest and 

southwest you can find the distance. In those areas it's very short and extremely low 

volume.  So lot more to explain for discrimination.......... 

Yes, sponsorship of local, community based events has stopped in favor of giving the limited 

sponsorship to large events like the Stampede.  Community based events and programs are 

being scaled back or eliminated as a result. 

Yes, too many nimby's have a voice and crowd out the true people in this city. 

Yes, with the economy 

Yes.... I hate ll this LGBTQ stuff and Next stuff......lets just stove to survive.... 

You pay a premium to live and work in Calgary and being in the top 10 cities in Canada with 

expensive parking, housing, etc is not something that one should be proud to live here. 
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ncreased traffic -increased taxes -failed to adjust/adapt to the needs of an aging population -

failed to address the needs for New, expansion and repair of infrastructure - e.g. New 

schools 

less engagement in the downtown core due to mass layoffs in the oil and gas sector - trickle 

down effect of jobs lost due to the economic downturn - low income individuals and 

families unable to get jobs because they are being given to higher educated individuals who 

lost their jobs in the oil and gas sector - increase in crime (if the media is reporting it 

properly) 

crime rate has gone up. there are incidents reported on the news every day.  -Employment 

opportunities have gone down considerably and there is not enough support for career 

coaching and Employment support 

too expensive for housing, food and other basic needs as well as property taxes 

food costs have soared - inflation has increased - no economic diversity - more depression and 

drug use 
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In what ways, if any, has the quality of life in Calgary improved noticeably over the 

past two years? 

 

- more music festivals - introduction of bike lanes - composting FINALLY to begin in 2017! 

- rent is lower - city is prettier - love all the flowers and plants at City Hall! - transit has 

improved - more affordable housing - 

4 car trains. Recycling. Upcoming composting. 

A few less cars on the road system 

A lot more culture! Arts and such. 

A more respectful perspective on LGBTQA+ communities have developed. However I believe 

more could be done to help the members of theses communities in regards to public 

treatment and bullying. The social stigma surrounding these people is terrible. 

A parks and recreational system much improved and a continuing emphasis on continuous 

improvement. 

Ability to fly direct to more cities and out of Calgary 

Ability to move around the city with a bike has improved, though much more can be done to 

improve that as well.  i.e. don't have bike baths just suddenly end onto a sidewalk or road. 

about the same 

access to  health facilities improved (  hospitals,  lab services, dentistry,  medical clinics).  

Increased number of markets with fresh food. Homelessness managed better ?  ( or  not so 

visible? I am not sure)  active professionally, intellectually  and physically older seniors. 

Access to inner city facilities through bike lanes and cycle tracks. 

Access to public transit is slowly increasing which makes it easier to get around. Parks and 

pathways have become more extensive making it more enjoyable to be outdoors. 

Access to public transit, especially ctrain 

Accessibility of public transport 

Addition of more walking and cycling infrastructure, and inner city redevelopment I.e. National 

music centre, arts and improved libraries. 

Additional facilities for education, recreations and maintenance of parks and pathways 
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Affordability and availability of rental homes  Improvement in ability to purchase a home 

Affordable housing 

Airport facilities and travel opportunities.  Build out of the Rotary Mattamy Greenway  Increase 

in medical personnel ( family doctors) and services.   New and improved park facilities 

allowing more community projects gets people together 

An unseasonably warm winter eliminated the winter blues. 

Appears to be more supports for senior to stay in their homes; communities are starting to be 

revitalized when new homeowners with children move in. 

Appreciate the new cycling facilities. 

Approval of the green cart composting program. Support for the Grow Calgary organization. 

Are you kidding me? 

Areas like mardaloop and east village give hipper feel to Calgary 

Art has increased a lot. The downtown train stations look lovely 

Art installation has been on a steady increase.  Regardless of affordability and travel distance 

there is always something to do.  Food trucks bring a good vibe and diversity of culture.  The 

river walk and east village are coming along well and helping to remove the nasty void that 

once was.  Park revitalization like prairie winds and century gardens will be great changes 

upon completion.  Area revitalization zones such as forest lawn and 16th Abe are seeing 

significant improvement.  Stephen avenue seems to have more opportunity for leisure 

every year.  Cycle lanes downtown seem to be a positive step.  Deerfoot city will be a much 

needed change to an old eyesore of a mall.  Music mile and the national music center are a 

great addition to Calgary and just what the city and its residents need.  If the project 

proposed for eau Claire market aver happens it will be a big positive and another much 

needed change.  Inglewood has seen much improvement.  Belt line is also seeing a lot of 

positive change and we can only hope for more.  Keep up the good work Calgary. 

Arts & culture events are increasing in quality. Bicycle infrastructure is improving. 

Arts and culture events and festivals have increased in number. St. Patrick's Island is a great 

new spot - as well as the development in the East Village. 

Arts and culture has been getting better 
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Arts and theatre have improved, to highlight groups like storybook theatre and how they have 

given back to the city along with increasing talent 

As mentioned previously, in some ways I am beginning to witness more of our community 

stand up for individual diverse beliefs and cultures. I have also seen more acceptance many 

times from our youth towards diversity - this is truly how we need to address issues of 

racism - our youth will teach the older population acceptance. 

At this point in time, nothing comes to mind. 

Attitudes and generally good and generous and most people have pulled together with the Fort 

Mac situation..the country is watching and I think are surprised at the resiliency that is 

being demonstrated by our citizens 

availability of more diverse art forms (although affordability not improved) more bicycle 

lanes/pathways more emphasis on community 

Awareness of the Arts in this city has greatly increased. 

Based on the recession and the price of oil I would have to say there are alot of people 

struggling to make ends meet 

Based solely on radio ads I've been hearing lately, it seems that the price of starter homes / 

condos may have decreased a bit. 

Better access for bicycles. Development of the East Village. 

Better arts, cultural and heritage events 

Better bicycle lanes and connections 

Better career opportunities 

Better choices vis-a-vis development by City Hall. 

Better diversity, acceptance of differences. 

Better facilities for cycles. 

Better traffic flow in some areas; Health Link; 311 service; 

Better transit options 

Better transit system. Overall things are good. 

bicycle tracks have improved transportation options. 

Bike accessibility 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 742 

Bike infrastructure is finally starting to improve. We are seeing a huge return on the tiny 

investment made so far. Let's work to keep that up. 

Bike infrastructure, more frequent LRT/transit, and the growth of farmers markets have been 

great. Would like to see even more urban agriculture, and community garden spaces made 

available. I'm excited for the new Central Library and National Music Centre to open. 

bike lanes 

Bike lanes downtown has been a huge improvement. I would never have biked to work, or out 

leisurely without them as I am not a great cyclist, but they have provided opportunity to 

commute in a fast, efficient, environmentally friendly way. 

Bike lanes have shown a progressive attitude that permeates into other facets of Calgary's 

culture. 

Bike lanes! I no longer need a car to commute to work 

bike lanes!!! 

Bike lanes, bike lanes, bike lanes! I love going out on my bike and bring my kids with me too! 

Bike lanes, car 2 go, park revitalization 

Bike lanes, new libraries, better transportation, no Uber. 

Bike lanes. I love them. Love the fact the city is trying to think long-term, not just about cars 

and drivers. 

Bike path system is good 

Bike paths, walkability of urban communities. public gardens "grow calgary", etc. 

Bikes lanes have improved my mobility as I do not use a personal car for environmental 

reasons. 

Bikeways and recreation facilities. 

Burgeoning arts and culture scene, fantastic transportation network (LRT, bus, bike and 

pedestrian), strong supports for small businesses, increased collaboration. 

By doing more sport activities. 

By having children, I have experienced even more of what Calgary has to offer through 

programs and activities for kids.  We have made great use of so many of the parks, facilities 

and programs available for families. 
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Calgarians are helping each other more 

Calgarians respond to challenges. We are stepping up in many ways to help those that are less 

fortunate. 

Calgary being promoted as a preferred place to live. 

Calgary has a good quality of life so I haven't noticed any significant improvements. 

Calgary has grown in its awareness of community need and have responded. Also new 

economic opportunities have presented themselves. 

Calgary has noticed where it needs to change and is working on it. 

Calgary International Airport expansion is bringing/will bring new opportunities. Prime Minister 

Trudeau gave us a two-for-one deal on National Park passes. Over time, by continuing to 

work hard, I will be able to create a richer life by saving and paying off my car and my home. 

This, in turn, allows me the luxury of doing more volunteer work because I don't have to 

focus all my energy on just surviving. 

Calgary keeps making public transportation available deep into the suburbs and this make it 

possible for people to participate in festivals and community events late into the night or 

early in the day. For example the New Years Eve fireworks event is quite accessible. 

Calgary need more jobs or the highly educated people will left the province 

Cannot think of any ways 

Can't think of any areas. 

Can't think of any ways the city has improved. 

Can't think of any. .. you tell me.  Taxes? Maybe we should tax something to find out if that 

makes it better 

Care & upkeep of parks and trails. 

Challenging times bring out Calgary's true community spirit and this is when we really see 

communities and people coming together. 

Change in government...although a rocky start i am hopeful positive changes will result from 

new government in terms of social services and policies that improve the quality of life for 

low income and middle income earners. 

choice of food availability 
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City came together after flood. Support for local businesses 

City comes together in times of need 

City council is making finances a preoccupation with cost of living in this city and province. 

City is improving LRT and bus systems  Creation of more parks and green spaces is great. 

City services for parks, recreation, transit have improved 

Civic pride some better roads upgraded LRT 

Coming together as a city and supporting others during times of emergency (flooding, Fort 

McMurray fires). 

community building and pride since the flood 

Community connections and empathy have improved through the hardship of the floods (and 

then reaching out to others in tough situations - Syrian refugees, Fort Mac evacuees) 

Community groups, festivals, and grassroots initiatives seem to be gaining visibility and 

significance. For example, it doesn't seem to be such a 'secret' as to what's going on in the 

art world, new inner-city/urban density seems to be providing the needed context for food 

truck gatherings or other pop-up events, and artists/craftspeople have been producing 

amazing events and publications (New Craft Coalition, Market Collective, Dote magazine, 

etc. come to mind). Initiatives within the culinary community have done an excellent job at 

engaging the public (ie. culinary races, YYC Burger Week, etc). Calgary feels so much more 

like a city that is great to LIVE in, not just to earn money in. 

composting for households is a great idea. 

Continuing revitalization of East Village is setting a good example. 

Cost of living too high 

CPL programs, books, engagement Food trucks! 

Ctrain expansion. Ring road access. 

cultural activity 

Culturally we are becoming more diverse, artists are making more, people are talking and grass 

roots is growing. 
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Cycle track! Saving money in gas and parking and getting some physical activity in too. It has 

been a life changer!  Vibrant Core! Each year this gets better and better. With the East 

Village and Victoria Park development our core is become a fun and rich place to be! 

Cycle Track, Great new inner city parks like St.Particks Island that have awesome programming, 

More Farmer's markets popping up, food trucks, lots of arts and culture activities, Free 

events that are family friendly. 

Cycle tracks 

Cycle tracks are a positive 

cycle tracks! 

Cycle tracks, park improvements, great arts events, more great venues for public to gather in 

and amazing places to eat, drink and meet. 

Cycle tracks, transit development, increased density and increased walkability have all 

improved quality of life. 

CYCLE TRACKS. 

Cycletrack additions downtown have made big improvement. 

Cycletracks.  RouteAhead looks like it might actually happen on schedule with the projected 

population instead of being pushed back for even faster freeway expansion.  Oh look, 

they're studying Crowchild and Deerfoot Trail again...  There's been some improvement or 

at least not a decline in the Arts scene too with ADAC Gallery Hop, Rumble House, 

concerts/performances, theatre.  Also hopefull about the New Central Library and the 

Pedestrian Strategy. 

Cycling infrastructure 

Cycling tracks downtown. New transit and bus lines either in place or in planning. Great flood 

remediation. New parks developments. Continued advocacy for human rights and socially 

progressive values by government. More arts and culture (Music Mile, new Calgary Public 

Library, etc.). 

Decrease in impaired driving. 

Decreased housing prices- don't let what is happening in Toronto and Vanc happen to calgaary 

in terms of housing. 
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development of east village, library, etc 

Development of the East Village and St. Patrick's Island. 

Diversity (visible minorities) 

diversity, choice and selection has increased in many aspects of citizens' lives, from food 

choices, restaurants, recreation options, the arts etc. The city is large enough to support a 

much broader range and diversity of choice. 

Doesn't seem to have been a lot of change. 

Don't know 

Don't see that much improvement. 

Downtown appears to be more of a centre of commerce leading investors to believe in our city 

which in turns leads to more opportunity for Calgarians. Bow Valley College is a great 

addition, by example. LRT expansion and upgrades have been a good investment. 

Due to current economic challenges the community is rallying together more to support each 

other. Also, new business ideas have emerged from the challenges. 

East Village 

East Village has a new atmosphere. 

east village has be nicely rebuilt 

East Village has lots of good events, walking distance from my home. 

East Village improvements are great. That bike path is wonderful.  The east-west Ctrain line is 

really good too.  The bridge over the Elbow River at the Stampede grounds just east of the 

Saddledome--the one that was destroyed in the flood--has finally been replaced and that is 

really helpful for me to get from my home in Ramsay to the Ctrain station or to Victoria 

Park. 

East village improvements, bike lanes. 

Economic advancement 

Economic Uncertainty  has led to increased isolationism 

Economically, the city has taken a hit and unfortunately the affordability of housing has not 

caught up we are still paying to much for housing. 

Economy 
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Education is getting better 

education service 

Entrepreneurship and diversification.  We're more than a one trick O&G pony. 

enviorment 

Even though I don't really like seeing skyscrapers going up, I recognize that increasing density in 

the city helps cut down on infrastructure needs (in some ways) and lessens Calgary's 

spread. However, Calgary needs more affordable rental housing, so some of these should 

be made into affordable apartments. 

Events 

Expansion of LRT and Transit routes. 

Extended transit/bike lanes. Tonnes of recreation options (festivals, events, fitness studios etc.). 

Lots of wonderful new businesses. 

Feeling of community since the flood. 

Flood reclamation is being completed. 

Focus on health and wellness and particularly mental health and well being. 

For me it was good that there are more club volleyball teams to try out for. Overall it hasn't 

really improved much but it's always been amazing anyways. 

For me, none 

For the wealthy, I guess EVERYTHING! 

Foreigners are treated maybe even better than local citizens 

Free Library memberships; 

garbage pick-up is more efficient computers in libraries 

Generosity of some people. 

Gentrification of the East Village 

Good city councillors connecting with communities, at least in my community. They are 

accessible. 

Good community spirit. 

Good roads built 

got poorer since Nenshi took over 
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Government commitment to funding more capital projects of all kinds from housing to 

transportation to recreation to public safety I think will noticeably improve so much now 

and in the future. 

great facilities and events at U of Calgary 

Great music and arts community, good radio (CJSW!), and good influx of engaged citizens. 

Great parks and rec facilities. 

Great pathways, new bridges and massive shopping opportunities 

Great school programs at places like the cross conservation area and the Glenbow museum 

Great work on all the flood damage reconstruction! I thoroughly enjoy these spaces all the 

time. 

greater diversity in the population strong desire for being a caring and inclusive community 

Green spaces 

Growing arts community (Bell Centre, Taylor Centre) and.....using goats for weed control!! 

hard to say when the over-reliance on oil gets exposed yet again. I would say Calgary economic 

development and other mechanisms need to kick diversification up a notch. 

Has not 

Has not 

Has not improved. 

Has not improved. Costing more and more to live. 

Has not increased 

hasn,t 

Hasn't 

Hasn't trally 

have not lived here a full 2 years 

Have not noticed a change 

Have not noticed an improvement for Calgarians. 

Have not sen an improvement 

Have seen no change in the past two years 

Havent noticed any improvements to QoL 
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Haven't noticed any. 

Haven't noticed it. 

Health and education has stayed the same because the government did not cut these services. 

health,transportation 

Healthy safe options for transportation. 

helping other communities in need during crisis situations, improvement in mental health 

high unemployment has made traffic much better. 

high volunteerism! 

higher level of awareness of the 'issues at hand'  more engagement, volunteerism, community 

involvement etc and the recognition/celebration of same 

Home ownership - although barely making it by 

Honestly, I think things have stayed pretty much the same from my perspective. 

Honestly, it's very difficult to think of anything right now with so many jobs lost. 

Housing costs have decreased. Availability of rentals for young families have significantly 

increased. Availability of programs within the library and early learning spaces have 

significantly increased allowing more socialization. 

Housing has become a bit more affordable due to the economic downturn, and there is more 

variety of housing choices, including the condo building in the East Village with no parking 

spots. There are exciting new projects such as the National Music Centre and the Decidedly 

Jazz Dance Studio, and in a couple of years, the new Central Library. The Pubic Library no 

longer charges for membership and has opened two new branches and is offering new and 

exciting programs. The East Village is developing into an exciting place. The bike lanes offer 

another commuting option. 

How are we supposed to know this question is coming up next?see previous one. 

However, people of Calgary seem to be more open with their family/community about what 

they are facing. It has brought more comradery and a sense of all being in their together. I 

believe there is a greater sense of community. 

I am encouraged by the administration of Mayor Nenshi and our Planning Manager Rollin 

Stanley and hope their agenda to increase density and affordability in Calgary can stay the 
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course against the ravages of self-interested developers.  Since Bronco days, I believe there 

is much more civic engagement. Was the West LRT really worth it?? 

I am happy to see more community festivals and events starting to happen and attendence to 

increase. 

I am pleased with the increase in the quantity and quality of cultural events in the city. 

I am proud of our Mayor, I believe he his a great advocate for our city and makes me proud.   I 

am also proud that when things get tough, Calgarians are there to help 

I am really happy with the civic involvement in climate action!  I value the online opportunities 

and invitations to participate in decisions about our city. Also, parks, streets so well 

maintained. Visually, we have a beautiful city, although I question the necessity of some 

expenditures (like changing logos). 

I am unable to identify a single way in which the quality of life in Calgary has improved 

noticeably over the past two years. 

I believe Calgary has become a more welcoming community. 

i believe QoL has really largely decreased... schools are too full, roads are too full, hospitals are 

too full - really I can't think of anything that is better... 

I believe the city's decision makers listen less and less to the people who live and work here. 

The is a large and very sad disconnect between these two groups. So no there has been no 

improvement is the last two years. 

I believe the success of initiatives like the Cycle Track Network, bike path network & LRT growth 

are making +'ve difference on the transportation front. The arts community seems to be 

more appreciated & valued. 

I bought a house 

I can't say it's changed one way or the other - other than the say that the economic downturn 

has had an impact in tangible and intangible ways. 

I can't see one darned improvement, sadly. 

I can't think of any 

I do not believe the overall quality of life has improved in Calgary over the past two years. 
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I do not feel that there has any change to the quality of my life in Calgary over the past two 

years. 

I do not notice a big increase / improvement in quality of life in Calgary in the past 2 yr. 

I don't believe it has 

I don't think it has improved.  More traffic, more people.    More crime. 

I don't think there has been an improvement I think it more of a stagnation 

I enjoy the addition of the bike lanes and improvements along the pathway as well as new 

investment in the East Village. 

I feel like people are banding together more and caring more about what is going on outside of 

their small sphere. As someone who is currently looking for a new place to live (as a renter) 

it is also nice to have a bit of choice and not be competing for a limited amount of options. 

I feel that there has been no improvement over the past two years, only a decrease in overall 

sense of wellbeing and stability 

I find that there is less tolerance in the city.  People are quick to judge and bully people from 

different backgrounds whether that due to their ethnicity or sexual background, etc. 

I had typed a few positives here but the survey program deleted it on me...  Parks, green space, 

money flowing in Calgary, etc. 

I have enjoyed how many small businesses have popped up in my neighbourhood.  I like 

knowing the people in my neighbourhood. 

I have enjoyed the increase in arts and community spaces, an emergence of activism and a 

larger platform for marginalized voices. 

I have enjoyed the time with my family. 

i have no idea 

I have not notice any improvement. 

I have not seen a noticeable difference 

I have observed an increase in physical activity since the peace bridge was erected, as it 

provides a lovely bike path across the river. Opening the National Music Centre is another 

improvement. 
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I haven't seen any real improvements in the quality of life. The cost of living continues to grow 

in this city. I teach ELL and many of my newcomers struggle to make ends meet as life in this 

city is costly. 

I kind of covered this one in my last answer as well :) 

I like Calgary better when it's not booming. The atmosphere in the city can be somewhat 

arrogant when there's too much easy money. It's good to have a bit more humility. The 

downturn reminds people that the element of luck plays a big part in success and that 

planning for bad times is important. On a day to day level, there's more rental properties 

available at lower prices, home ownership is more affordable, transit is less crowded. Bad 

times can bring out the best in people and Calgarians are being given the opportunity to 

show generosity of spirit. 

I like the addition of the cycle track although I feel like they could be on better routes. I have 

found the city and related services to be getting much better at communication and 

outreach through twitter. 

I like the tree growing program. (ReTree Community Program) 

I live in Scenic Acres in the Northwest.  We have implemented a leaf community programme 

where more attention is given to the green areas in the community. 

I love that our beautiful parks are being maintained and kept clean. I see pathways that were 

eroding being fixed, and appreciate well-designed dog parks, like the one at the end of 

Southland Drive. We all have so much fun enjoying our green spaces!!! I can't say enough 

about east village initiatives; I love st Patrick's island and the fun events. Something for 

everyone. 

I love the new bike lanes I wish we had more. 

I love what they're doing with the parkland along the Bow, the bike/running trails, the public 

art, the improvements to Kensington, the Janes Walks, the bike lanes downtown, the flood 

mitigation efforts. 

I moved to a walkable neighbourhood and my quality of life improved drastically. My access to 

parks, activities, restaurants, the river and work are incredible. But that came at a very high 

cost. Calgary needs to address the commute times of "mid city" dwellers and not only focus 
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on the outlying communities. My previous commute was unreasonable and weighed heavily 

on my quality of life for only living 8 kms out of the core. 

I really appreciate the cycle track downtown. I can ride without fearing for my life! 

I really appreciate the East Village work that has been done and the bike path that travels to St. 

Patrick's Island. All the re-work done in Bowness Park is excellent as well. 

I see more people being engaged in issues related to community and / or school life. 

I think building schools and recreational facilities, located where the users of those facilities are, 

will significantly improve the quality of life for many Calgarians.  I think the new health care 

center in SE Calgary has greatly helped overall health care delivery. 

I think despite the anxiety about oil prices and economic sustainability in the future, small 

community groups have come together to support one another. There's a limit to those 

resources, but I think knowing other people care is really crucial. I think we're having really 

important conversations as a city now about rights and equity, which is hard, but it's nice to 

see people taking those issues on. 

I think it has stayed pretty much the same. 

I think it has stayed the same. 

I think that there are more opportunities for CED and to buy local.    Neighbors are starting to 

get acquainted since we have experienced things like the flood. 

I think the city has done some really good work in community building. 

I think the City has worked hard at trying to help Calgarians get from point A to point B. There 

has been a recognition that we are a young City with young families and opportunities for 

children need to be more accessible. 

I think the massive layoffs have provided a slowdown that the economy needed. Like a big sigh 

of relief from the oil sector. Not that I love the economic woes, but hopefully it will give us a 

chance to get our other industries great again. 

I think there are more cultural events, communication from City Hall (the mayor) is great and 

makes me feel more connected to the city. 

I think we are finally making an effort to improve infrastructure.  Fiscally and morally 

accountable elected officials sure help. 
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I think we are paying attention to becoming a better community and just having those 

conversations makes things move in what ever area needs attention 

I think we bounced back from the Flood pretty well, and I think we gained some confidence, as 

a community, that we will be here for each other in times of large acts-of-God crisis. 

I very much enjoy my job, the people I am engaged with in community work, the level of 

dialogue around voting, the beginning recognition of racism and homophobia/transphobia 

in Calgary. A huge contributor to my hope and quality of life is the current NDP Government 

and their support for marginalised communities. 

I would like to pay compliments to the business units that have made a visible impact in my 

community - Parks and Roads. The re-tree initiative has made a marked difference in my 

neighbourhood. The community looks beautiful and those who come to service the newly 

planted trees are professional, respectful, and engage with the people they serve. And, it 

goes without saying that Roads does an amazing job keeping our roadways in top shape. I 

believe that they continue to improve in this respect.   Also, the public art installation, 

although at times controversial, make Calgary one of the best places to live.   My final 

compliment - one thing that sets Calgary apart from other cities is the willingness to try new 

things. For example, initiatives like Busk Stops (thank you Culture!) are innovative and 

exciting things to see in our City. I'm sure there are a million other examples, but innovation 

and courage to try new things is something to be proud of! 

I'm not convinced that the downturn  in the economy is all that serious or problematic.  With a 

new government that is making some bold changes (note the Carbon Tax and their Climate 

Change stance) I'm impressed 

I'm sorry... Can you repeat the question???   The only thing that I can see is that people have 

stepped up to help each other more because we are all struggling. 

Implementation of cycle tracks network, increase in number of free public events. 

Improved arts and culture. 

Improved cycling routes/lanes 
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Improved public transit and bicycle paths.  The arts community has ballooned, really changing 

the vibrancy of downtown - and the city - for the better.  Continued infrastructure 

development - schools, recreation centres, etc. 

Improved public transit, reduction of transit fare costs for marginalized.  Construction of the 

Stoney Trail ring road easing travel issues.  Great cultural and festival events taking place, 

development of East Village and the river and islands pathways.  Newer communities more 

walkable, community spaces built in, better access to local amenities and groceries, GP's, 

Dentists etc. 

Improved road way construction and planning of it.  Needed roadways are being built and road 

repairs are being done in a very timely manner. This includes snow clearing and road 

sweeping. 

Improved transit. 

Improved transportation 

Improved? 

Improvements in many areas - roads, services.... 

Improvements in public transit, walking and biking; increases in density and amenities in the 

inner city 

improvements in roads however as part of the improvements it is increasingly difficult to get 

around Calgary due to all the construction happening at once. 

Improvements in the transit system in terms of access and affordability have been significant.  

Fewer people using cars on a daily basis decreasing pollution, wear and tear on road 

infrastructure, parking issues, etc.  And just walking to the bus stop or LRT means people 

are getting in some exercize they wouldn't be if they simply hopped in a vehicle.  The 

improved bike paths are great as well. 

Improvements to transit 

Improving the LRT system seems to have improved traffic in my neck of the woods (SW). The 

cycle track is another fabulous addition, even if I don't use it myself, I fully support the 

continued expansion of non-car transport options. 

in many ways 
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In my older district, the community involvement  has increased considerably in the past two 

years. 

In no ways. 

In the area where I live, there has been more community and more "getting to know your 

neighbors".  There has been a significant change! 

Increase in community and cultural events. Building or proposals for the building of public 

schools and recreation centres in SE communities. 

Increase in public transit, increase in cycling lanes, increase in flexibility of workplace working 

options 

Increase of civic pride and involvement in festivals and numerous causes. 

Increase of cycle tracks Increase of neighbourhood engagement/events Welcome to refugees 

Increased focus on becoming more friendly to cyclists and pedestrians. 

increased income and now live in a community that has an active community association. 

Increased interest in improving transportation issues 

Increased public transit options, increased crime enforcement in Gang related areas. City hall 

finally coming to grips with the real problems facing Calgary . 

Increased public transportation, low income & maintenance of senior transit pass. Increased 

concern re walkability & urban sprawl 

Increased support of the arts community. 

Increasing inclusion, more density, more support for sustainable living of all kinds 

Infrastructure 

Infrastructure projects which are underway (new schools, rec centres, Green Line LRT, etc) 

Innovative ideas like the goats mowing Calgary parks is awesome. So are the cycle tracks, the 

bright yellow columns at pedestrian crosswalks. Let's introduce urban farming. 

Interchanges 

Investment in public space and infrastructure through bike lanes, pedestrian bridges, trees and 

landscaping, and improved pedestrian connections improve my quality of life every day. 

It appears, especially in the downtown core, that number of people with severe mental illness 

and/or illicit drug dependencies has risen. 
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It has not 

It has not improved 

It has not improved.  In fact, in my opinion, the quality of life has gradually decreased since 

approximately the year 1990. 

It has not improved. Bad question design in what is increasingly a fluffy, feel good exercise 

rather than meaningful research. 

it has not roads suck some  people are horrible drivers and police can never protect us it is out 

of control!!! 

It has not.There has been a decline 

It hasnt 

It hasnt 

it hasn't 

It hasn't 

It hasn't 

It hasn't 

It hasn't 

It hasn't 

It hasn't 

It hasn't 

It hasn't - its in in a downward spiral - because of self absorbed  and ineffective municipal, 

provincial and federal government leadership. 

It hasn't improved. 

it hasn't improved. 

It hasn't improved; it's fallen 

It hasn't it is a steady decline 

It hasn't massively! 

it hasn't particularly 

It hasn't. 

It hasn't. 
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It hasn't. 

It hasn't. 

It hasn't. 

It hasn't. 

It hasn't.  It is much worse. 

It hasn't.  Not even with a progressive Mayor and a progressive Provincial government.  The 

extraordinary backwardness of the "average" Calgarian as expressed by the two 

newspapers get worse each year.  This definition of the phrase "I'm all right, Jack" from the 

Urban dictionary:   "Attitude of "every man for himself, survival of the fittest, devil take the 

hindmost", ... but also, that all the possible advantages (however gained), success (however 

won) and satisfaction (whatever the cost to others) belong to me first!" Narrow-focus, 

narrow-gauge pseudo-Darwinian selfishness glorified as a sensible philosophy of society and 

life."  Could be replaced by "see Calgary". 

it hasn't.  the city is worse than it was 2 years ago. 

It hasn't. Period. 

It hasn't. We have more elderly in desperate need of assisted living places. Our hospitals are 

stressed. We have more reliant on food banks. 

It hasn't... 

It is noticeably to improve the quality of life in Calgary. 

It is now much easier to get reservations for cultural events, restaurants, etc. 

It is the same or down slightly due to the economy. 

It's become less restricting to be a WOC lesbian. I feel less scared to be myself in Calgary. Tides 

have changed in a lot of positive ways in a historically stiflingly conservative city. 

It's become noticeably easier for me to take my bike to most places I want to go. 

It's been a bad two years. 

It's been amazing to see (most) Calgarians embrace the groups of Syrian refugees that have 

moved into the city. Love and acceptance for the win! 

It's nice to see the new downtown bike lanes in place to encourage a SAFE transportation 

option other than cars. It's nice to have the additional LRT line to the west as well. 
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I've become more aware of accomplishments of youth in our community. 

Job loss, too much money spent on pointless art  (eg blue ring) 

Just love How down to earth the Mayor is and how hard he works. 

Key infrastructure is being built - LRT, National Music Centre, East Village Pathway, Stoney 

Trail/Ring Road, 

Lack of income 

Less cars on the road due to downturn in the economy, lots of opportunities to experience the 

arts, the development of the East village 

Less community involvement from corporations 

Less people on transit and traffic on the roads. Cheaper parking rates downtown. 

Less rush hour congestion. 

Less traffic congestion and easier to find street parking downtown and in the beltline. 

Less traffic due to economic disaster. 

less traffic on the road in the mornings / evenings due to layoffs 

Less traffic resulting in less stressful commute 

Less traffic, more time for reflection on how we handle booms. New provincial and federal 

governments mean that there are new ways of doing things. 

less traffic??better bike access? 

Life in Calgary is struggling to survive in past two years 

Life is good here, and the number of activities and public events is always increasing. 

Linkages/collaboration between various community groups.  Quality and variety of arts, 

entertainment, and community activities. 

Local food movement, and maker/creatives movement ... bringing this to the surface for 

Calgarians to start to see the non-corporate side of their community. 

Lol 

Loss of jobs. Too many immigrants. Not enough affordable housing. Essential services too slow 

or not available 

Lots of arts and culture opportunities and activity. 
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Lots of options and opportunities in the arts. A new and deeper dialogue regarding our 

indigenous peoples. Stronger conversation and action regarding our environment and 

climate change. 

LRT 

LRT and restaurants (if you have a job so that u can afford them) 

Maintenance of north glenmore park 

Many arts and culture activities to be involved in, decreased stigma around mental health and a 

Mayor who actively promotes Aboriginal peoples as part of our  landscape and has set us on 

a path for reconciliation. 

many new immigrants have been welcomed 

Many things are a little better with nothing worse 

Mayor Nenshi and everything he seems to stand for!!!!! Bike lanes, improved sense of 

community, art, outdoor activities, cars-to-go, "for the people" type changes. 

Mayor Nenshi still great.  If only we had fewer regressives on Council, e.t. Councilor Chu. 

mild winters! 

Mine has improved, I see improvements for other people too, in the arts community in 

particular. The 'economic downturn' has not affected me although I do see it affecting some 

neighbours and family members who have trades jobs. They are moving a way to find work, 

but that is the nature of working in the trades.  Examples: -Bike paths -More arts, more 

public art! -Increased 'inclusion' -Nenshi -A bit less conservative in general 

More access to housing 

More access to local foods and somewhat improved transit reliability.  There also seems to be 

more cultural experiences to enjoy - museums, art galleries, restaurants. 

More affordable housing, due to programs, plus unfortunately, due to the economic downturn 

More affordable rental market, further flood recovery, reinvigoration of areas in the city (East 

Village, 17th Ave..) 

More amenities, improvements to recreational things like movie theaters, malls, newer housing 

developments and apartments, upgrades to C-train and public transportation 
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More arts, more festivals, a strong response to disaster relief & a can do attitude in the face of 

hardship 

More attention paid to road improvement 

More awareness of those in need. 

more bike lanes (I feel safer cycling now!) 

more bike lanes more transit ring road 

more bike paths..must get a bike... 

More bike pathways, more density in housing in the inner city rather than urban sprawl which is 

unsustainable over the long run. We should have long term plan in our road system to avoid 

make work program in some roads like the Bow Trail/Sarcee where it should have been an 

overpass/underpass.The city administration should also find ways to be more fiscally 

responsible and Enmax executive bonus incentive program is simply too rich, we should not 

reward management for doing what they are being paid in the first with exorbitant bonuses 

for how hard is it to manage a company with captive customers? Enmax is owned by 

Calgarians and yet, we do not get benefits from owning it, our utility bills keeps rising each 

year. 

More community events. More public art in the city.  Better restaurants and night life.  More 

bicycle paths. 

More community food initiatives, organic markets and community food centres! 

More connected as a neighbourhood through our neighbourhood watch Facebook page. 

more connectedness to neighbours better transportation around the city better recycling love 

the new skate parks 

more cultural events and festivals.  programming in parks and in communities.  urban food 

culture is growing. 

more cultural options library expansion,creative programs cap ideas beakerhead etc 

More cycle path access. 

more cycle paths downtown that we do not need 

More diverse economically and socially 
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More diversity in the community.  While we focus on immigrants and refugees and making sure 

they have an income and funding, I will stress that I hope our regular Calgary citizens 

(unemployed, homeless, etc.) are also looked after to the same degree. 

More diversity. I hope the decrease in oil prices helps diversify the economy. 

More environmental awareness with regards to climate change, need to reduce our emissions. 

Discussion about senior's quality of life 

More focus on pedestrian strategy… more cycling lanes in the downtown and plans beyond 

that… repair of flood damage…   Great mayor who cares about the city and is honest. 

More focus on physical wellness, cycling paths, local food markets, more public arts, more inner 

city development instead of urban sprawl... All these add to quality of life for our city and 

for Calgarians. 

More houses are being built. 

more interaction opportunities at school 

More LRT 4 cars are a help, but we need more of them. 

More LRT cars would be appreciated. 

more multicultural integration, the bike lanes 

More opportunities for social connections. 

More overpasses/less traffic lights; dog park improvements; welcoming refugees; city 

representing well in terms of support to others (ie flood 2013, Fort Mac 2016, refugee 

welcomes) 

More parks 

More parks! 

More pathways improve the quality of life, such as the Matamy/Rotary, link the city for 

walkability and biking. A win/win strategy for physical activity and safe way to get from A to 

B. 

More people are living in their own homes 

More people are walking for pleasure or exercise. It seems like there is better access to free 

information and programs. 

More people cycling, using transit. 



Calgary Foundation 2016 Calgary Vital Signs Comments 
 

   Page | 763 

More people getting involved in making Calgary a great place to live 

More private golf courses 

more public activities 

More public and community based art and culture which creates pride of place and sense of 

belonging and increases tourism. 

More public art is good. 

more public spaces!  More public art. 

More rapid transit; more inclusion; confidence that the Mayor has the back of citizens; more 

security; less discrimination; it's good but as always it can be better and we're working hard 

to make it better. 

More rental options and shorter lines everywhere. 

More schools have opened. School budgets are frozen and haven't gone down. 

more sense of community 

More to offer (ie restaurants, events, shopping, etc) 

More transit.  Free events in Calgary for families 

More urban growers - we have locally-grown fresh food available year-round now. And we're at 

least talking about laneway housing. 

More vibrant of a city, access to the arts, 

Moreover rad systems and LRT 

Moved to a better neighbourhood. 

Music/arts scene 

My children being old enough I don't have to pay thousands dollars per year for child care, so 

we can afford going on vacation more and save money 

N/A 

N/A 

n/a 

N/A 

NA 

NA 
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NA 

NA 

Na 

National Music Centre, Bella Concert Hall, 

Neighbor day 

Neither declined nor improved 

Nenshi has done a great job of bringing new ideas to the table. Car2Go etc 

New Atlantic parks and leisure centres 

New bike infrastructure has made the city more accessible. 

New C-train is great - there Green Line needs to be built ASAP!  Car2Go has also made a huge 

impact on transportation. A pity we couldnt get Uber... 

New library spaces and cycle track 

New mass transit lines are being completed; Deerfoot is being upgraded 

New music centre is fantastic.  New library will be great. 

New temp place to live 

no 

No 

No 

No 

no answer 

no answer 

No change 

No change 

No change. 

No comment 

No comment. 

No discernible difference except for maybe improvements in housing affordability. 

No idea 

No improvements of note 
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No noticeable change 

No noticeable improvement or decline. 

No noticeable improvement. 

No noticed change 

No opinion 

None 

none 

none 

NONE 

None 

none 

None 

None 

none 

None 

none 

None 

None 

None in the past two years.  The opening of the west leg of the LRT was a great improvement to 

the city, but that was more than two years ago. 

None just more increase in taxes parking utilities and transit and yet more and more don't have 

jobs 

none noticed 

none that I can see - Council keeps on doing too much in areas it should not be and thus costing 

tax payers too much. 

None that is apparent. 

None. 

None. 

None. 
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None. City hall has made it more costly with no return. 

None. I have seen mostly improvement. 

Not as busy-hectic but probably due to oil crash 

Not at all, other than two warmer than usual winters. 

Not at all. 

Not aware of improvements 

Not improved at all going down hill. 

Not in the populations I work with. Everything in Calgary is highly expensive. 

Not many overall, although I should emphasize that we have a great life. We arrived in Calgary 

with virtually nothing over 40 years ago, have worked hard, have avoided debt, have 

participated in clubs and volunteer groups, and outside of both us being cancer survivors 

(well looked after in Calgary, for both of us), have been truly blessed. 

Not much change 

not much noticably 

not noticeable 

Not one thing comes to mind! 

not really 

not really anything 

not sure 

Not sure I can think of anything 

Not sure, other than we had a less severe winter! 

Not that I see 

Not. 

nothing improved over 2 yr time frame 

Nothing in regards to quality of life in Calgary has improved over the last two years. 

Nothing it's getting worse 

Nothing that I can see 

Nothing.  There has been a recession if you haven't noticed and city hall continues to increase 

the coats to the public.  It's a sad day when I have to make a decision to buy groceries or 
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pay Enmax (a city run corporation) an exorbitant amount in hidden fees and taxes to keep 

the lights on. 

nothinh really has changed 

Number of gps available has improved 

On the flip side I am encouraged by the great job being done at EV and the new music centre, 

the discussion around more bike paths, putting houses and businesses where LRT stations 

are. Although this is taking a long time! Maybe they will sort out secondary suites! We need 

to continue the start of work on aging in place which may involve secondary suites and 

garden houses. Nice to see community gardens and beehives. Would like to add chickens! 

One thing I have noticed is in the winter, snow is removed from the streets quicker.  Sometimes 

it seems that the street in front of my home, which is on a bus route, is cleaned excessively.  

This included street cleaning in the spring and summer. 

ongoing infrastructure development 

Our city is feeling more cohesive - the East Village and bike paths, river walkways and the Peace 

Bridge, local artisanal foods and businesses. I had always wanted to live in a Canadian city 

that feels a bit like Europe and although we are not there aesthetically, we are changing in 

the right direction. 

Our cultural economy is more visible and robust. Tourism infrastructure is stronger. City brand 

is more compelling.  People are actively seeking out ways to dialogue about a better 

Calgary.  I've attended five Roundtable discussions and attended three symposia in the last 

3 months addressing plans for a better Calgary.  With Calgary Next, Stampede Convention 

expansion and a possible Winter Olympic Bid, there is ample interest in exploring what we 

want to be in a few years...our challenge is how to fund it. 

our neighbourhood connections continue after the flood.  Our mayor is awesome! and the 

elections have brought NDP to Alberta and Liberals to Federal govt.  Canada does not need 

to be embarrassed by Harpers lack of vision, international inaction in peace, and silencing 

scientists.  FINALLY conservatives are gone, and hopefully humbled. maybe we can move 

forward with proactive environmental consciousness provincially and federally. and Hey, we 

even have women making up half the cabinet!!!! Go Canada!! 
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Our support of the Syrian Refugees, the Ft Mac Fire has all reminded us that life can be much 

more challenging than many of us face. 

Overall cleanliness of the city has stayed about the same - a good thing. 

Overall crime rates seem to have diminished, despite our increasing population.  Infrastructure 

and walkability index of many inner city neighbourhoods has improved. 

Pathway connections and specifically the new bridges over the Bow River for pedestrians and 

bicycles. 

Pedestrian improvements in the downtown and Beltline, such as the improved underpasses 

between 10 Avenue and 9 Avenue 

Pedestrian safety is at least mentioned by people in power, even if nothing has been done 

about it. 

People are finally getting their heads around the need to diversify the economy. With that 

comes perhaps a more open mind about how to build a city that is more resilient, more 

locally dependent.  There seem to be a lot of startups where people are reimagining their 

careers and how to make a life, not just a living.  Feeling safe cycling into downtown is huge 

and we need more of it in more parts of the city.  There has never been such well-designed 

and thoughtful development of public space so people can really connect more with those 

spaces and feel more like they belong. It's free to go to a park or walk along River Walk or 

the new St. Patrick Island park. These are largely inner city kinds of improvements - not sure 

about the burbs...  There are more local shops and interesting restaurants popping up still 

which also give you more things to enjoy and celebrate about Calgary.  There is also this 

sense of a sea change (mentioned earlier) that another way is possible and I think that gives 

a person a sense of hope which in turn must increase their assessment of their own quality 

of life - without that sense of optimism, the perception of quality of life spirals downward.  

and so on... 

People are finally starting to realise that we can not be so dependent on coal, gas and oil and 

the government is looking toward diversification. 

people are less rushed and hyped and therefore more humane in this 'bust' period 

People are noticeably trying to help each other brining the communities together 
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People are really active in Calgary, bike lanes are wonderful to see, the local music, food and art 

scenes are great. Calgarians hold a lot of pride about where we come from. 

People are talking about issues and I think we are being more solution oriented than blame 

oriented. 

People get out and enjoy the nice weather more there seems to be a up in Urban Farming and 

so much Public Art, I personally enjoy much of the Public Art. 

placemaking 

Positive measure for future flood mitigation. 

price goes up services road no good 

Progress in developing public transit options is becoming noticeable.  The decline in population 

growth means we don't have to wait for services quite as long. 

Provincial taxes have become too high. 

Public outdoor spaces and awareness of such 

public trafic 

Public transit is improving 

Public transit is much better and there are more location and opportunities for local culture to 

be showcased 

Public transit is much improved! 

Public transport 

pulling together as communities in tough times 

QOL is down. 

Quality of life has improved with major safety issues that have been addressed such as ending 

bullying/racism, cyclist roads, useful infrastructure (Glenmore trail), and better 

opportunities for families of low income to maintain healthy lifestyles that could be costly if 

there weren't any programs available 

Quality of life has improved, especially in the beltline community. 

Quality of life has not declined.  There are more opportunities for sports, recreation, culture 

and art. 

Quality of life in Calgary has not noticeably improved either in the last two years. 
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Quality of life in this city has been high for a number of years, and it is still high. 

rapid transit and transit in general 

Really can't pinpoint that. 

Really! 

RECESSION 

Recreation 

Recreational activities 

Recycling of refuse and availability to deal with recyclable materials is better. 

Reduced employment 

Reduced employment leads to less traffic on the roads and an improvement in ease of use of 

infrastructure (including public transit). Civic spending is still ample leading to improved 

service for fewer people, maybe it is too generous? We should learn to live with a little bit 

less, not expect as much from the City. 

Rent seems to have fallen even though not everywhere 

Rents have gone down. 

Reopening of Bowness park 

Resources for the newly unemployed. 

Revitalization of the East Village is exciting! Riverwalk, St Patrick's Island, community gardens, 

small parks and gathering spaces, the Simmons Building, the National Music Centre, the 

new Calgary Central Library, new commercial and residential development - all of these 

improve the quality of life for those living downtown. And the CMC has done an excellent 

job with information sharing, and very interesting public forums.   Love the new library in 

the Westbrook C-train station! What a brilliant idea!  There's a new walk-in medical clinic in 

the downtown core (MacLeod Tr and 6 Ave) and that is a benefit to those who work or live 

downtown. 

ring road construction isnt as much of a bother 

sadly we have lost a half a million jobs but it may slow down our economy to a crawl then 

maybe governments will stop taxing the hell out of us maybe our growth will slow down to 

stop raising taxes every year on our homes etc 
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Sadly, no improvement as of late. 

See last comment 

see last slide 

See the last question. hard to say anything has improved given the economic downturn. 

seem to be more festivals, arts/cultural, multi-cultural events 

Sense of community 

Sense of community after the floods, we just need to keep the momentum going 

Sense of community has improved. Since the floods and most recently the wildfires we share a 

common goal that is less divided by income than it was 5  years ago. 

Sense of community. 

sense of community/neighbour friendliness  better transit and bike lane options 

Service in general has improved in Calgary. 

Since the flood, I have felt a greater connection in my immediate community - they are not just 

people who live in houses by mine, they are friends and neighbours. 

Since the flood, people realize that they have neighbours and whole communities that care 

about each other - which is genuinely gratifying. Like the lawn signs in Sunnyside - still up - 

thanking their neighbours for support during that crisis. People DO care about each other! 

Since the NDP and the Liberals have been elected it has been refreshing to hear the words 

"climate change" enter the public discourse much more freely. 

Slightly less corporate greed, denisification of the inner coty 

Slightly less traffic problems. 

Snow removal is great plus events in Calgary are fantastic! 

Snow removal seems to have improved over the years.  Roads appear to be in better condition.  

LRT development and extensions help improve transit. 

Some civil infrastructure is improving transportation efficiency for the commuter. 

some communities are actually meeting the targeted development/ redevelopment model 

targets of the MDP 

Some new parks have opened up like St George,s Island, like the new bike pathway system. 

Some roads like the ring roads are easier to drive. 
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Some services are cheaper and there seems to be more offerings in general 

South Health Campus 

St. Patrick's Island!!! 

Stable income, good neighbours 

Stayed the same 

Stayed the same (generally high) over the last 2 years. 

Stephen Harper is no longer prime minister which means that our federal government may 

start to focus on things that matter to us rather than one narrow minded politician.  

Seriously, though, it's tough to thing of any real improvement in the current world 

environment 

Still lots of energy 

Street art, support for the arts. The city has grown into a large, interesting city 

Strong leadership (Mayor Nenshi), LRT expansion, public art. 

Stronger community bonds. Positive attitude of most city councillors (not all of them) rubs off 

on general population. People seem happy. 

Support for Syrian refugees. 

Thanks to mother nature and the economy we have shown amazing physical and spiritual 

support and resilience as a community.  We are a strong city and as a result we are closely 

watched by the entire world as a benchmark for quality of life. 

That, when faced with a specific and tangible crisis, the majority of people will respond with 

compassion. 

The air quality seems better than 10 years ago. Densification near LRT'S makes sense. 

The arts community seems to be thriving although many organizations struggle with the 

operating costs. The Bike lanes are a definite improvement. The proposed new library is 

exciting (if we can afford it) and the health care system is generally good (although it needs 

revamping as it is not financially sustainable in the long term) 

The arts groups continue to operate and expand programming and infrastructure. The new 

parks and pathways and bridges have increased outdoor activities. 
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The arts scene has never been better from what I can tell. Magnificent public spaces and parks. 

ONe upside to the downturn is fewer cars on the road and shorter commute times (how 

darkly ironic is that) 

The arts scene is taking off with all the new builds such at the NMC and the DJD Dance Centre 

the arts: eg. painted boxes by artists; art in the communities, C-train etc.; music groups. 

The awareness of many disabilities, mental health, substance abuse etc.. 

The big taste improved restaurant opportunities for people who could normally not afford to 

try these restaurants. 

The bike tracks and the more balanced government on all sides. 

The Calgary Board of Education is doing a good job in many ways, but especially in setting long 

term goals around increasing completion rates for first nations students.   This is a 

foundational change to our community that will pay big benefits for everyone. 

The city has become somewhat more affordable. The rental market is easing and the cost of 

home ownership has fallen with low interest rates and lower prices for homes. 

The city has been improved and has become more liveable since two years ago for sure. But 

there is still a long road ahead of us when it comes to educating the white Calgarians in 

inclusion and diversity to catch up with the rest of the country or even with 21st century! 

The city is a lot livelier that it ever was! the relatively minor investments in the arts, culture and 

heritage is paying off in spades. You get a way more than the investment in roads! 

The City is starting to evidence more awareness of developing the Inner City and initiatives such 

as the Wast village are encouraging 

The city is starting to recognize the importance of play and play programs 

The City of Calgary has improved their focus on citizens. The City needs to ensure services DO 

NOT decline even if it means increasing taxes. 

The City of Calgary introduced ReTree YYC to respond and recover from disaster following the 

late-summer snowstorm in 2014. ReTree YYC's goal was to work with citizens to encourage 

the proper planting and maintenance of our urban forest.  The City of Calgary initiated a 

pilot of a cycle track - a bike lane protected by a physical barrier from moving cars, parked 

cars and sidewalks. It provides a predictable space and minimizes potential conflicts 
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between people who walk, cycle, and drive. I've often used this track through the spring, 

summer and fall.  City Council approved the alignment for the future Green Line North LRT 

on Centre Street North that provides direction and certainty for citizens, land developers, 

and The City. This project was previously referred to as North Central LRT. 

The City of Calgary knows how to brag in social media, painting wonderful pictures of the city. 

All the while ignoring poverty and homelessness and other issues. 

The city's quality of life is currently on a downward trajectory. The community is suffering from 

a significant decrease in economic activity and consequent job loss. This is filtering into 

many aspects of the city's life. Reductions in discretionary income through loss of economic 

activity leads to lower participation in all forms of civic engagement with consequent 

reductions in activity (and income) for those involved with creating the quality of life the 

city needs in order to attract and retain population.   Loss of income and job security puts 

strain on the vital services on which people depend at times of greatest need - the 

government services and nonprofits that are the first point of contact are under great strain 

as revenues to support those services plateaus or decreases. This is at the same time as 

need rapidly escalates. There is an inverse proportion in terms of demand and the capacity 

to meet that demand. It is unsustainable.     The city is also suffering from strain on its 

resources and infrastructure.  This is particularly the case with the infrastructure we do not 

see, such as sewers and storm water systems.   In addition the city still does not have the 

capacity to mitigate significant flood events. The fires in Ft. Mc Murray remind us that major 

emergency events came come from in a variety of forms; individuals and individual 

households are simply not prepared for these events. 

The city-wide expansion of the blue cart. 

The companies who are trying to reduce waste.  etc. 

The completion of the ring road (minus the SW) has improved the flow of traffic noticeably. The 

opening of the South Campus hospital has been wonderful, having had our second child 

there, wonderful experience. 

The conservatives are finally gone for now! Perhaps some real progress can finally be made 

now. 
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The continued development of the transit line and Greenway give me hope for the future of our 

city as a whole unit instead of divisions by quadrant. 

The continuous addition of things to do and places to grow 

The cost of housing, particularly rental units, has gone down over the past two years, making it 

more affordable. There is still a lot more work to be done, though, to address housing 

affordability issues in Calgary. 

The crazy "boom" times have ended along with unrealistic real estate prices and soaring cost of 

living for a Canadian prairie city, it was ridiculous. 

The current economic situation has hit Calgarians hard.  There has been an increase in rates of 

domestic violence and mental health issues. 

The cycle track is fantastic! 

The cycle tracks are a huge improvement for those of us wanting to get around the city. It's also 

nice to see free outdoor events coming up, like the Honens festival outdoor concert or 

Beakerhead. 

The cycle tracks, I feel, are a huge symbol of moving forward in terms of how the city is at least 

attempting to embrace change. If they stay, the cycle tracks may be just the door that needs 

to be opened for further innovation in other areas. 

The decline is in the way people treat each other. This push toward full inclusion and 

integration of marginalized groups is a dangerous thing. Not in that they shouldn't be 

included... they should.   But, because we don't want to hurt feelings and want to be on the 

"right" side of politically correct no one can say anything against anything. We're losing our 

right for freedom of speech. We're becoming 1 voice, and no one is allowed to speak 

against it.   Now, if you are white, male, christian, or straight, you are no longer allowed to 

hold an opinion. The loud masses are creating a new marginalized and persecuted group 

while trying to do what they think is "right".   This may sound reactionary, but I have been 

witness to examples of this so often in the last few years, it isn't funny... 

The development of self-sustaining communities (ex. East Village) allows people the chance to 

engage with the area that they live in and not have to travel far to get the things they need. 

The diversity and inclusion has become more friendly for all 
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The diversity of our newcomers is a thing to celebrate and enriches all of our lives in Calgary. 

The diversity of our population and how everyone can fit in and enjoy.  The  Canada day 

celebrations was an amazing example of this. 

The downtown feels so much more connected and vibrant.  New museums and attractions 

(National Music Centre, etc.).  New restaurants and a growing foodie community. 

The downtown walkways is pretty wonderful 

The economic downturn has resulted in decreased traffic and less-crowded public transit. 

The economic dowturn has caused some pain but Calgary is surviving and thriving. We could be 

the poster child for post-traumatic growth. Remarkable things are on the horizon. 

The economy has had the biggest negative effect.  Because our city has been historically do tied 

to Oil & Gas we are feeling a huge strain and seeing a great deal of our residence and 

neighbours our of work and struggling to get by. 

The entertainment and arts scene just keeps getting better and better.  The year of music, 

hosting the Junos, the opening of the National Music Center, the number of festivals and 

the quality of music and entertainment they draw improve every year, the number of 

excellent home grown entertainer is increase, the number of events available to attend 

makes choosing difficult. 

The focus on creating more transportation infrastructure has made travelling around Calgary 

easier. That said, it may also be the impact of the economic downturn. 

The hope and potential of overcoming the economic downturn. The mayor listening to the 

people. Community involvement and voice. 

The improvements to Calgary's parks and river paths post flood seem to have encouraged 

people to get out and use them more frequently. 

The increase in the bike lanes.  Build it and they shall come.  If it's ok to build freeways it's ok to 

build bike lanes. 

The increased unemployment and economic slump has created a (short term) increase in 

willing and skilled volunteers and has benefited some organizations in receipt of donations 

in kind (office furnishings etc.). 
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The increasing difficulty that people with lower incomes face when looking for affordable 

housing. 

The LGBTQ visibility and services and policies have increased greatly. I think we have made 

great strides of inclusivity. 

The LRT system has expanded. 

The NDP 

The new bike lanes have helped and the discussion about extending the LRT lines is positive. 

The overheated housing market has settled down a bit. 

The pace has slowed, which can be a good thing. 

The parks are and always will be one of my favorite things however there are no parks in the NE 

or SE that I would feel safe in. Commuting has been getting better and travel times in the 

city seem to be decreasing. 

The presence of Car2Go makes driving options easier, the cycle track has improved ability to 

cycle in and across downtown, there are parks improvements, recycling facilities are 

required for multi-residential buildings, 

the quality of life is worse for our family so I cannot say what noticeable improvements if any 

are in Calgary now. 

The recognition that our lives shouldn't be dependent on oil 

The restaurant and concert scene has strongly improved over the past few years.  It's 

impressive. 

The restaurant scene continues to get better. Cultural experiences also are steadily improving. 

The rights gained with our new gov't for Trans students and the implementation/awareness 

that is starting to happen with in the school boards. Working towards safer learning 

environments.   Mandatory allowance for youth to start GSA's within schools, and 

organisations providing more support in doing so.   Greater funding opportunities for non-

profits like Calgary Sexual Health Centre to reach more Calgarians. 

The ring road has made getting around so much better. 

The ring road is aproching complating it is only 40 years behind othere cities. 

The river parkway is beautiful for downtown area. 
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the sense of community when there is a disaster 

the silver lining of a slower economy means real estate and services etc. do not continue to 

accelerate at a crazy pace 

The talk has been mainly negative.....when the high lights are about bicycle lanes in downtown 

core, then you know that our priorities are out of sync with real needs.....i.e. mental health 

issues, poverty, etc..... 

The traffic congestion in the city has improved, concomittently with the downturn in the 

economy! 

The weather is better. The SPARK centre is terrific 

The weather:) 

The work being done to repair infrastructures after flood has supported improved access to 

pathways and activities. Support of the arts and festivals, community events has given a 

sense of a strong community. 

There are fewer cars on the road. 

There are many initiatives that are starting to gain strength and point us in the right direction 

with things like age friendly strategy and rec centres and trials of bike lanes, we are getting 

to be a big city that has more diversity of lifestyles and cultural/ethnic options. 

There are more bike paths, more walkable neighbourhoods, and the condition of public spaces 

is generally better. 

There are more cultural opportunities. 

There are more festivals and outdoor events, often free, that encourages people to get out and 

congregate. 

There are more festivals available. 

There are more organic foods available 

There are more parks and better maintained parks. There appears to be an emphasis on 

maintaining and developing roads and systems of transport to support the growing city. 

there are more rental units available which often indicates a reduction in rental prices. It seems 

that more Calgarians are talking about the desire for a simpler life within strong healthy 

communities. 
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There has been a great deal of urban renewal in the East Village, building of the Patrick Island 

park, and the river pathways in and around this area. Its a very cool part of Calgary. I love 

the public gathering places (little tables and chairs, lounges on the river path, etc.), public 

art and gardens in and around the East Village.  Its too bad Eau Claire didn't take off the 

same way that East Village has. 

There has been more inner city development.  There are more events and local businesses in 

my community therefore less of a need to drive in my car. 

There is a lot more activity. The downtown core is bustling. There are more opportunities for 

engagement. 

There is a lot of interest to figure out ways to engage residents, communities as means to build 

stronger connections 

There is an increase in community gardens, quality restaurants, healthy foods, and sports.  a 

diversity of stores and activities available of all sorts.  Also there is an increase in 

multiculturalism. 

There is good public dialogue about quality of life here, and real steps to address concerns. 

There is less traffic and wear on Infrastructure due to the dismal economy. 

There is much more talk both at the citizen and political levels of more sustainable ways of 

living. Let's hope talk translates into action. 

There is so much to do. I can be out every night at different events.  Very happy to see how 

Music Mile has taken off! 

There is some support for homeowners who don't wish to use pesticides, herbicides, fertilizers 

and watering with purified drinking water. 

There is too much construction and yes I know the population has increased.  Care of 

communities by the City is lacking in every aspect. 

There seems to be a greater acceptance of multiculturalism 

There seems to be an increasing awareness of needing to open up opportunities for low income 

citizens. 
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There seems to be more entrepreneurship happening, families trying to bring in more money in 

non conventional ways. This provides a new way of looking a life for families who in the past 

were very traditional in their approach to their livelyhoods 

Through disasters such as the flood we have become more of a community focused city.  

Volunteers are amazing and a sense of pride in where we live is noticeable. 

To be honest, as Calgary experiences economic downturns sometimes the quality of life 

increases. Those people who were in Calgary to 'make a quick buck' and didn't really help to 

foster a sense of community have left. Those who are committed to Calgary are still here 

and still working to bring opportunities and remain connected to their community. 

To me, the quality of life in Calgary is high and I am very grateful to have lived here for most of 

my life.  I am a proud Calgarian. 

Too much social engineering and political coorwctness being forced on people 

Town hall commercial areas 

Traffic congestion has decreased. 

Traffic flows better on Crowchild. 

Traffic has noticeably improved over the past two years. 

Traffic has reduced, which is likely a result of the downturn. 

Traffic is better, but because of the economic downturn. And except for the bike lanes - a boon 

for a few and a scourge for the majority! 

Traffic is better. I know it is because many people are not working downtown, but for those 

who are driving into downtown it has become so much better. 

traffic is lighter, parking is cheaper and restaurants easier to get a table at. 

Traffic is reduced. 

Traffic! Unfortunately I think that is due to the current economic situation. 

Trafic 

Transit 

Transit 

Transit and activities, such as events and festivals. 

Transit improvements, some roadway improvements, but not much really 
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Transit is more reliable.  Roads are kept mostly maintained. New initiatives in the city gives us 

hope for a better Calgary 

Transit seems to have improved and planning for more improvement is encouraging. 

TRANSPORTATION 

Transportation and mental health awareness has improved noticeably over the past two years. 

The city of Calgary has been able to provide more bus routes around the city to new 

neighbourhoods and more policies to ensure the safety of citizens. Also, there has been a 

lot of presentations and campaigns going around the city, especially in schools. They have 

been able to spread the truth about mental health and stop the stigma around mental 

health and factors that it comes with it. The city has been able to ensure safe living for the 

youth. 

Transportation has improved. 

Transportation, is getting a lot of attention, and I believe for a City of this size we really should 

not complain about transportation, it is easy to get through the city all hours of the day. 

Transportation. 

Two years of great winters!  :) Cycling lanes. Economic downturn results in more families 

seeking recreation at home - more vitality. 

Unsure 

Varied interests, different cultures contributions, we are an International city. 

volunteerism....people have opportunity to help those in need 

Volunteers and sense of community pride 

Walkable communities, increased community interest in developing walkable community 

spaces/amenities. 

Walking trail infrastructure improved after the flood Transit service seems better Arts scene has 

grown 

Warmer winters 

We are becoming more active 

We are trying to be more green 

We got a DSW store!!! 
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We had a great winter. 

We have a great economy (even in the current downturn) and great opportunities for people. 

We have interesting buildings and a ton of recreational activities. Calgary has always had 

strong communities and engagement and this sense of belonging seems to keep on as a 

part of the fabric of our city. We have great volunteerism and we makes things happen 

rather than sitting around talking about them. We get our hands dirty and we help out our 

neighbours no matter what. 

we have a mayor who is a recognizable person In every day Calgary life. We have a council who 

seemed to be working to the advantage of the citizens of Calgary and we have a positive 

mental state about the improving life just around the corner. 

We have become more inclusive and look out for each other when the chips are down. 

We know that we can pull through things like floods, changes in government, and support our 

neighbours in Fort McMurray. 

Weather better 

Weather, 

Weather, except for skiing conditions. 

Welcoming of Syrian refugees 

We're a more inclusive and diverse community 

What awesomeness are new communities with in-place parks and infrastructure to walk, bike, 

play ready to use when you move into your new home! 

When I moved to NE Calgary an employer never would have said it is cheaper to hire a new 

comer as the government will subsidize their salary. When I was a child everyone had to 

learn the language to become a citizen.   People now bring their relatives over from other 

countries and they get free medical services like dentures, glasses & small pensions even 

thought they never worked a day in this country.  I say fine bring your parents but you 

support them not my tax money. 

When the economy is hit, housing prices go down a little, but that is just for those who are 

ready to buy. Roads have been maintained and more access to poverty related programs 

such as the food bank. 
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when the flood happened, it brought Calgarians together. that connections seems to have 

lasted and people are friendlier. 

While inflation has caused a lot of prices to go up, transit has remained accessible and 

affordable which helps citizens to be able to commute to work and help the environment at 

the same time. 

While the flood of 2013 was devastating, it did bring people together in a common cause.  We 

are still benefiting from that. 

With the change of government in Alberta and Ottawa. 

With the downturn there is noticeably less traffic. 

With the economic decline, it has opened up the rental market a bit so there are more rentals 

available and more affordable rentals. The cycle tracks have changed how the inner city 

moves SIGNIFICANTLY– people are more active year round because of it. A vehicle doesn't 

have to be the only option now.  The culture of waste in this city is starting to change for 

the better. Spurred by new recycling and compost initiatives by the City and then promoted 

at all events and festivals with sustainability policies... it's a visible issue that people are 

caring about! 

With the economy, rental opportunities have vastly improved. 

Would have to say I don't think it has. 

Yes in southwest and in Southeast and in Northwest feels like the three parts are within calgary 

limit not northeast. 

Yes, better bike paths helped. 

Younger citizens are more interestrd in politics and voting. 

New library - music centre - east village - improved Stampede grounds -except for the access to 

buses and taxis esp. after the evening performances 

Roads have improved 
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If you volunteered, in which of the following areas (other)? 

 

Act on a Non Profit Board of Directors 

Addiction treatment 

Addictions 

Addictions and wellness 

Addictions Events 

Advocating conservatism 

affordable access to funeral/memorial services 

Affordable housing 

agape hospice 

arts and culture 

At work for annual charitable fund campaign 

Big Brothers Big Sisters 

Broader based not for profit 

Business association 

Calgary immigration services 

Canadian Blood Services 

capacity-building for non-profits 

Career-specific organisation. 

children with disabilities 

Church 

CJSW 90.9FM 

community 

Community Association 

community foundation 

Community radio CJSW 

Condo association is my local community 

Condo Board 
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counselling 

culinary training 

cycling 

Disability organizations 

Disability services; Syrian refugee response 

disabled organizations like Designing Travel Inc for persons with disabilities and senior supports 

Distress Centre 

Distress Centre 

Domestic Violence prevention 

Drop In Centre 

Drop in Centre, food bank. 

DropIn Centre 

Economic development; poverty reduction. 

economy and development 

Elections 

Emergency responce CANTF2 

Emergency response 

ESL teaching of Syrian refugees. 

ethnic group 

Ethnocultural community development, Calgary Stampede 

family service 

Federal election 

federal politics 

Fish and Game club 

Food Bank 

food bank 

Food bank 

Food Bank, Community Kitchens 

Food Bank, Community Kitchens 
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Food Bank, Outdoor Clubs 

food for less fortunate 

Food Security 

food system 

food/agriculture 

government representatives 

guide dog 

Haven't volunteered because of health issues 

Health and Safety 

Health and Safety Expo 

Helping Aboriginal People 

homeless (why didn't that population even make your list?) 

Hospice 

I do unpaid advocacy work for people caught in the system.  I deal with AISH, housing issues, 

health issues and senior issues including dementia. 

I donate plasma once a month and volunteer at my church. 

I volunteer with the Alberta Sports and Recreation Association for the Blind 

Immigrant services 

Immigrants / Women 

Immigrants services 

inclusion, integration 

Increasing spiritual awareness 

Interfaith Food Bank 

International development 

International through Rotary 

Land Development Industry 

LGBTQ 

lgbtq awareness 

LGBTQ community support 
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LGBTQ fundraising 

LGBTQ2 

Libraries 

library 

Library 

Library 

lots. People with disabilities. Politics. Disaster relief. Local governance board. 

Low income/distressed families at Christmas 

Major Service Club, 2 NFP Boards 

Making Changes Association of Calgary (women employment, life skills, clothing) 

Mental Health 

Mental Health 

mental health support 

military 

Mustard Seed and Calgary Immigrant Education Society 

N/A 

nature 

new immigrants (Tibetan, not Syrian) 

Newcomers to Canada 

NFP Sector 

Non Profit - governance 

none 

np in clty, business 

OPTIONS 45 to help boomers find work 

parks 

people with disabilities 

philanthropy 

picking up other peoples garbage at fish creek Glenmore reservoir etc. 

Planning 
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plasma donor 

Political 

Political 

Political 

Political 

Political 

Political campaign 

Political campaigning 

Political organization 

Political party 

Politically 

Politics 

Politics 

Politics 

Poverty & Housing 

professional association 

Professional association 

Professional Association 

Professional Association 

Professional charitable association 

Professional organization 

Public discussion of issues in Apeiron Society for the Practce of Philosophy. 

Recycling 

refugees/newcomers help to settle 

serve on the board of directors of a social enterprise 

Service club (Rotary) 

Service Clubs 

Serving on the Board and a sections of several legal organizations 

settlement programs 
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shelter 

social service agency 

social services 

Sorting clothes for underprivelaged 

Soup Sisters 

Specific not for profits 

Sponsoring a Syrian refugee family 

stampede 

Suicide intervention. 

Tax Clinic for seniors and new immigrants 

Therapy Dog 

through work. I want to use my skills from research, but there is not so much opportunities in 

doing it in Calgary. 

Tourism Agriculture 

Tutor Syrian family in English 

University club focused on urban issues and getting students the needed information for future 

education opportunities. 

Women 

women's economic empowerment 

Women's groups 

Work in Single Session Counselling 


