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Wordfest Indigenous Voices Series 

A key catalyst in an evolving relationship 

 

Shining a spotlight on Canada’s indigenous authors has opened a new era of community-building for Calgary’s 

annual Wordfest. 

The October celebration has a two-decade history of connecting Calgary’s readers with the world’s most engaging 

writers. Now it has created a respected series of events showcasing indigenous writers, with the help of two 

separate $50,000 grants from the Calgary Foundation over a two-year span. 

Creating a thriving cultural community and supporting indigenous people are both captured within the Calgary 

Foundation’s Vital Priorities, making the Wordfest Indigenous Voices series an ideal endeavour. The series is 

becoming a key catalyst in Canada’s evolving relationship with indigenous people, says Wordfest general director 

Shelley Youngblut. 

“It was just perfect timing for this kind of support,” she says. “The Calgary Foundation has a knack for looking ahead 

and understanding that there’s a need.” 

Audiences young and old, of both indigenous and non-indigenous origin, at venues from schools to theatres have 

been enthralled listening to Aboriginal writers and storytellers including Wab Kinew, Tracy Lindberg, David 

Alexander Robertson, Richard Van Camp, Sheila Watt-Cloutier, Drew Hayden Taylor and Patti Laboucane-Benson. 

A highlight in 2015 was a visit by three authors to schools in Morley on the Stoney First Nation, and a field trip for 

almost 200 Morley high school students to see two of the authors at the Calgary Public Library. 

“I would want anyone whose generosity went toward this program to have seen these kids,” Youngblut says. “It’s 

a simple thing, and it really works.” 

Indigenous Voices is making a difference by providing inspiring role models for young indigenous people, exposing 

the general public to the amazing and unique creative thinking and writing of indigenous artists, and so much more. 

 “We had the ability to have these people here at a time when the conversation just needed a spark to come to life 

— a time when the relationship is changing,” Youngblut says. “Now we’re in the conversation together, listening 

to each other and being open to each other. ” 

The 2015 Indigenous Voices series featured 10 artists and 17 events that were attended by well over 1,300 people, 

and future events are shaping up to be even more wide-ranging and successful.  

“These things are all being shared,” Youngblut says. “Is that not the essence of community?” 


