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As Vice President, 
Donor Engagement 
at the Calgary 
Foundation, Laily 
Pirbhai’s extensive 
charitable 
gift planning 
knowledge 
has earned the 
Foundation a place 
at the forefront 
in philanthropic 
services. 

In his Will, the 
late Daryl K. (Doc) 
Seaman granted 
an easement on a 
portion of his OH 
Ranch property 
to the Southern 
Alberta Land 
Trust Society 
(SALTS) for the 

purpose of protecting, conserving and 
enhancing the environmentally sensitive 
OH Ranch. These lands have significant 
agricultural, ranching, wildlife habitat, 
water, forest, scenic open spaces, 
aesthetic, ecological value and 
significant biological diversity which he 
defined as his “conservation values.” 
In addition, Doc also established a 
perpetual endowment Fund at the 
Calgary Foundation, the income from 
which was to be used for the ongoing 
monitoring and management of this 
easement held by SALTS. 

Doc’s commitment to the environment 
and his foresight in entrusting a land 
steward to fulfil his wishes, is a fine 
example of a strategic charitable gift 
for an everlasting legacy. What makes 
Doc’s foresight even more pragmatic 
today is the recent regime for Gifts 
of Ecologically Sensitive Land (ESL) 
announced in the federal budget on  
March 22, 2017, which prohibits private 
foundations from receiving gifts of ESL. 

As the budget explains, the ability of 
private foundations to receive such 
gifts gives rise to potential conflicts of 
interest. The budget cites the following 
example: “[W]here a director of a private 
foundation donates an easement in 
respect of a property to the private 
foundation, the individuals responsible 
for enforcing the private foundation’s 
rights under the easement would often 
be the same persons as those against 
whom the rights must be enforced.”

The Calgary Foundation has worked 
with several of the registered Canadian 
charities recognized by Environment 
Canada as land stewards with the 
Ecological Gift Program (see Resources 
on page 12) in enabling such gifts. This 
issue of Advice to Advisors provides an 
overview of what a professional advisor 
needs to know to effectively support 
clients with ecogift planning. It includes 
a comprehensive list of resources, 
shares a personal narrative of a family 
“why” and includes a reference to an 
overlooked tax planning measure using 
the Capital Dividend Accounts within a 
corporation. 

Feel free to share this publication with 
your peers, clients and with development 
professionals in the charitable sector. 
I also invite you to forward ideas for 
future issues.

With gratitude.

LAILY PIRBHAI

Creating 
   a Legacy through 
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