
 
 
 

 
THE CALGARY FOUNDATION RECEIVES THE LARGEST CHARITABLE 

 GIFT IN CANADIAN COMMUNITY FOUNDATION HISTORY FROM DOC SEAMAN 
“Make sure you leave everything as good as you found it, if not better.” Doc Seaman 

 
Daryl K. Seaman, simply known as Doc, was many things to thousands of people, and the legacy of this 
legendary philanthropist lives on through his unprecedented gift of $117 million dollars to The Calgary 
Foundation – the largest charitable gift in Canadian history to a community foundation and third largest 
gift to a charitable organization in Canada ever. 
 
From life as a child in Rouleau, Saskatchewan during the Depression, to facing death overseas as a young 
pilot in WW II, Doc developed a lifelong sense of compassion, self-reliance and love of country. With 
determination and conviction, Doc emerged from that incomparable era to become a nation builder 
that helped shape modern Canada. Sadly, Doc passed away January 11th, 2009 at the age of 86. 
 
“For decades Doc built companies that employed thousands of people, but not for the sole purpose of 
just making money for himself. Thankfully, he also used his remarkable talents to better community and 
his country.” said the late Premier of Alberta, Peter Lougheed. 
 
Doc’s relationship with The Calgary Foundation began in 1995 when he folded his Daryl K. Seaman 
Private Foundation into The Calgary Foundation because he believed it was important to build the 
community foundation and believed in the community foundation endowment model.  
 
 “We’re humbled that Doc entrusted The Calgary Foundation with this significant gift that ensures the 
support of hundreds of charitable organizations, in all sectors of the community.” says President and 
CEO, Eva Friesen. “Doc will continue to touch the lives of future generations for many years to come, in 
fact, forever. Doc’s gift inspires commitment to community and fosters a culture of giving. What a 
beautiful gift to Calgary.” 
 
Doc was also recognized for his civic contribution as a member of the Royal Commission on Economic 
Union and Development Prospects for Canada, 1982-1985. He received two honorary Doctor of Law 
degrees and was appointed an Officer of the Order of Canada. 
 
Doc received well-deserved recognition as a philanthropic leader who supported numerous innovative 
projects including the Southern Alberta Urology Centre, a $26 million institute that as prostate cancer 
survivors, both Doc and philanthropist W. Brett Wilson, were instrumental in supporting.  
 
“People wait for someone else to do it. It’s too bad because there’s such a feeling of accomplishment 
when you’re building your community and realizing all kinds of goals that didn’t seem attainable before.” 
                     Doc Seaman 
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