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Environmental Scan – January 2014 
 
I. INTRODUCTION 
The purpose of this environmental scan is to provide a general overview of current events, 
trends and statistics that influence the current and future work of the The Calgary Foundation 
and charitable sector. Refer to the articles listed as endnotes for comprehensive information 
regarding the key interest areas.  

II. THE LANDSCAPE 

Calgary and Area 
Political 
Naheed Nenshi is in his second term as Mayor of Calgary. Ward Sutherland, Joe Magliocca, 
Sean Chu and Evan Woolley are new members of city council.   

Economic 
Calgary’s economy is growing faster than any other major city in Canada. Calgary’s average 
annual and total GDP growth over the past 10 years (2003-2012) is second highest in the 
country. The city is recognized for: 

 The most productive and best-paid workforce; 

 The highest personal income and greatest purchasing power; 

 A lower cost of living than either Toronto or Vancouver; 

 The lowest unemployment rate in 2012 (tied with Edmonton); and 

 The second highest total growth in retail sales over the past 10 years (2003-2012). 

Social 
Calgary is known as a young and increasingly ethnically diverse city. The following statistics 
describe the city’s demographics:1 

 The proportion of toddlers and preschoolers is expected to stay the same, the number of 
teenagers is expected to decline slightly, and the ratio of seniors is expected to increase 
over the next few years.  

 The majority of Calgarians are between the ages of 25 and 54 – the median age is 36.  

 The Philippines, India and China are the three top source countries for immigration to 
Calgary. 

 28% are visible minorities – the third highest among Canadian cities.  

 2.4% of the population is aboriginal. 

Despite Calgary’s “engage! Policy” 2 , tweet-friendly Mayor and 15,000 city employees, 
demographics of engagement are not improving.  A recent Huffington Post article outlines 14 
priorities for Calgary’s City Council which range from protected bus shelters to reducing city 
bureaucracy to zoning for innovative housing.3 

We Day Alberta – In October 2013, thousands of students gathered at We Day Alberta to 
watch high-profile philanthropists speak about public service. The event takes place all over the 
world and is the brainchild of the Kielburger brothers, social activists and founders of Free the 
Children. Attendees earn the right to attend the free event by completing at least one local and 
one global service action. Over 680 Alberta schools participated this year – a large portion of 
the attendees volunteer in post-flood cleanup activities.4 

Rising Youth Voluntarism – According to Youth Central, youth volunteer numbers are growing 
year after year. Recent statistics show that 3,100 youth (aged 12-18) contribute more than 
40,000 volunteer hours to local causes annually. Social media allows young people more 
accessibility to causes that resonate with them. Virtual volunteering is growing in popularity. 
Youth write blog posts, build websites and research from the comfort of their own homes.5 
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The 2013 Flood 
Southern Alberta June 2013 Flood – Torrential rainfall in June 2013 caused catastrophic 
flooding in Southern Alberta. More than 100,000 people and 10,000 homes were directly 
affected and rebuilding and recovery could take years.6 The federal government has committed 
$2.8 billion for flood assistance – 90% of the $3.1 billion claim submitted by Alberta thus far. The 
total cost of the recovery could exceed $6 billion.7 The Calgary Foundation, United Way of 
Calgary & Area, Canadian Red Cross and other community leaders continue to assist the good 
work of Calgary and area’s charitable sector in supporting citizens and communities affected by 
the flood.  

Flood Impacts the Charitable Sector – The Calgary Chamber of Voluntary Organizations 
(CCVO) remains current in examining the impact of the flood on Calgary and area’s non-profit 
sector and those it serves by publishing regular flood impact reports.8 In the most recent report, 
47% of respondents say that increased demands for services and staff workloads are the most 
significant issues following the flood, particularly for social service agencies, followed by 
increased staff and volunteer stress at 43%. Respondents are concerned about the lasting 
financial impact on the non-profit sector. Unrealized earned revenue and service disruption, 
damage to facilities, inventory and equipment and the cancellation or postponement of 
significant fundraising initiatives are at the forefront of their concerns.   

Statistics from the Foundation’s Flood Rebuilding Fund Grants – The statistical information 
below is an analysis of data provided by Calgary and area qualified donees as part of their 
applications to The Calgary Foundation’s Flood Rebuilding Fund Grants:9    

 The median grant is $50,000, serves 350 people and requires 30 volunteers working 750 
hours to assist with service-delivery to flood-affected communities, neighborhoods and 
individuals.   

 The Flood Rebuilding Fund serves a significant geographic area. Charities serving 
Calgary have received the greatest number of grants at 45%, followed by High River 
(13%) and the surrounding First Nations Reserves (12%). 

 Charities anticipate needing over 19,000 volunteers working 309,000 hours to support 
long-term recovery efforts through enhanced programs and initiatives. 

 Health and wellbeing, housing and community rebuilding initiatives are among the most 
critical issues. Twenty-eight% of grants support health and wellbeing services such as 
counseling for trauma, anxiety, grief and stress, while 24% support housing programs 
such as increased need for emergency shelters, affordable housing and home rebuilding 
projects for vulnerable families.  

 Charities experiencing increased demand for their existing services project a 3% decline 
in revenue and a 6% increase in expenditures from June 21, 2013 to June 20, 2014 as a 
result of the flood. The most significant losses result from business interruption and the 
cancellation of summer fundraising events and campaigns. Salaries and wages account 
for the most significant increase in expenses.  

Alberta 
Political 
Energy price volatility and protests over oil sands and pipeline construction dominate provincial 
news.  

Seventeen First Nations groups are seeking legislation on access to public lands. Groups 
across the province are disputing with both provincial and federal governments about land use 
for oil and gas developments. 10 
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Economic 
GDP growth is experiencing modest acceleration. The global economy is strengthening which is 
encouraging for the Canadian economy. However, if the Bank shifts to an easing bias early this 
year, the economy will see the one-two year area of the yield curve flatten further—especially if 
inflation remains soft. RBC Economics forecasts Alberta to lead the country with GDP growth of 
4.2 per cent while the country on a whole will experience 2.9 per cent growth in 2014.11 

Social 
Population above four million – In 2013, Alberta grew at a rate three times that of the national 
average. The jump in population results from both interprovincial and international migration. 
Alberta’s population is expected to reach five million within 20 years.12 

Alberta’s rise in immigration – Alberta recorded a modest increase in its share of immigration, 
with Calgary drawing more newcomers than Edmonton in the last five years. Overall, Alberta’s 
share of immigrants to Canada was 12% in 2011, up from 9% in 2006. Last year, Alberta did not 
meet its quota of immigrants (5,000) – the provincial nominee program target. The federal 
government allows each province to bring in a set number of immigrants where there is a 
specific need. These immigrants bypass the federal immigration process, but to qualify, must 
have a job offer from an employer.13 

Crime rates likely to decline – According to a study in the International Journal of Child, Youth 
and Family Studies, overall crime rates in Alberta are likely to decline from now till 2020, mainly 
due to an aging population. However, although violent crime tends to be committed by 
teenagers and younger adults, certain types of crime, such as fraud, are more prevalent among 
older individuals.14 

Canada 
Political 
Pre-election politics and the budget cycle are pressing political issues. Canada’s Senate 
scandal investigations continue.15 

Other issues facing the House of Commons when they resume at the end of January 2014 
include: federal budget, crime (prostitution laws), pipeline decisions, the Senate, defining 
citizenship, mental health and the military and consumer issues.16  

Economic 
The federal Conservatives are planning to table a bare-bones budget in early Feb. 2014, a low-
key launch that will set the stage for a far more significant budget the following year when the 
majority government asks voters for a new mandate. 

Social 
Canada’s population surpasses 35 million – Canada's population is over 35 million, a 1.2% 
increase with growth generally higher in the western provinces. Canada needs a robust 
population increase to keep up with workforce and economic demands. Canada’s low fertility 
rate is cause for concern to Frank Trovato, professor of demography and population studies at 
the University of Alberta. He claims that 'family friendly' policies that allow flexibility and benefits 
for women to combine work and family will help population growth.17 

Civic Engagement of Young Adults – Younger Canadian adults (aged 18-34) are less likely to 
vote, donate to political parties and participate in election campaigns. If low rates of formal 
political engagement remain steady or decline, Canada may see a harbinger for political 
renewal. This said, young Canadians outperform their elders in 6 out of 20 measures of civic 
engagement, according to a 2013 study by Samara, an independent charitable organization. 
Young adults are more likely to volunteer, protest and discuss issues on and offline.18 
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Aboriginal Youth in Canada – Canada’s Aboriginal youth population is growing at three times 
the national average. Action to improve education opportunities for aboriginal youth will position 
these youth as a force for positive change and economic growth. Currently, Aboriginal youth are 
the least likely to graduate from high school and are generally behind other students in terms of 
completing a post-secondary education.19 

Well-being of Aboriginal People – Aboriginal people in Canada are at greater risk of being 
negatively involved in the justice system or victims of violent and personal crimes. Aboriginal 
people are three times more likely than non-Aboriginals to be victims of violent crime, and they 
are at an even higher risk of being victims of sexual assault, robbery and partner abuse. Census 
data analyzed in the CCSD report, Urban Poverty in Canada, shows that Aboriginal people 
living in urban areas are more than twice as likely to live in poverty as non-Aboriginal people. 
According to the United Nations, First Nations children in western countries live in Third World 
conditions. It is estimated that 80% of urban Aboriginal children under the age of six live in 
poverty.20 

The World 
Political 
While the U.S. now enjoys one of the "most exciting" economic growth stories in the world, there 
has been a "notable decline" in the country's foreign policy. Political risk has resurfaced 
recently, from tension between Asia's two big economies—China and Japan—over disputed 
islands in the East China Sea, to unrest in Ukraine, Turkey, Egypt, Thailand and Cambodia. 

Economic 
2014 is a year of risk and recovery for the global economy. For the first time in four years most 
of the developed world will experience economic growth. Emerging economies face tougher 
times as investors, encouraged by stronger growth in developed economies and the prospect of 
less Federal Reserve money in the markets, move their money elsewhere.21 

Strength in non-OPEC oil production will keep the global oil market amply supplied through 
2014.22  Supply constraints, caused by deficits and high industrial demand in China and a 
recovering auto sector in the western world, make zinc, platinum, palladium and lead the 
World’s most demanded metals.23 

Social 
Ageing, Urbanization and the Global Demographic Divide – The global population is 
forecast to reach 7.2 billion with average life expectancy 71 years at birth. 53% of the world 
population lives in urban areas. A global demographic divide persists with developed economies 
ahead in ageing and urbanization trends compared to emerging markets.24 

Number of mobile phones exceeds world population – The number of active cell phones will 
reach 7.3 billion by 2014. The trend will continue to grow, as more people are given secondary 
phones for work-related purposes. There are more than a hundred countries throughout the 
world where the number of cell phones exceeds its populations. Russia, for example, has 1.8 
times more active cell phone accounts than people.25 

Social Activism in Young Adults – Young adults (20 - 28 years) are considered “social 
activists” if they donate, volunteer, fundraise, support or boycott businesses based on their 
practices, follow newsfeeds or engage with political representatives on issues they care about. 
Top issues include quality education, access to education, cancer, obesity, literacy, access to 
healthcare, energy conservation and freedom of speech. Three out of five youth activists are 
female, and three in five are educated and in the workforce. According to a U.S study, youth 
social activism is increasing – seven in 10 young adults participate in social activism activities.26 
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III. PHILANTHROPY & THE CHARITABLE SECTOR 

General  
Canadian philanthropic and charitable sector statistics:  

 There are over 86,600 registered charities in Canada – over 2,200 are in Calgary.27  

 In 2011, charitable donations totaled $8.5 billion, a 2.6% increase from 2010, and 5.7 
million Canadians (23% of tax filers) reported charitable gifts, a 0.6% decline from 2010.  

 The median donation remains unchanged at $260 – Nunavut reports the highest median 
($470), followed by Alberta ($400).  

2013 Alberta Nonprofit Survey – An annual survey conducted by the Calgary Chamber of 
Voluntary Organizations (CCVO) captures information pertinent to the non-profit and charitable 
sectors:  

 76% of respondents report an increased demand for services, largely due to population 
growth. 

 Organizations report a lack of sufficient reserve to sustain programs through times of 
heightened demand or reduced revenue. 

 83% of respondents report decreased or sustained government funding. 

 The elimination of the Summer Temporary Employment Program (STEP) and Alberta 
Community Spirit grants has affected 40% of organizations surveyed meaning 
organizations will have to reduce or eliminate programs, increase staff workload and/or 
reduce student opportunities. 

 13% of respondents are in the process of a capital campaign. At 17%, Calgary has the 
highest proportion of respondents running a capital campaign.28 

Top Issues  
Canada Post Increase – On December 11, 2013, Canada Post announced its 5-Point Action 
Plan.29 The plan proposes changes that include migrating from traditional home delivery to 
community boxes and an increase in the price of postage. Charities across the country are 
concerned that the changes will negatively impact fundraising revenue.30 Canada Post reports 
that charities will not be hit because postage rates associated with unaddressed “ad-mail” and 
postage meters will not increase as significantly as regular mail. 31  

Anti-Spam Legislation – Canada’s Anti-Spam Legislation (CASL) will come into force on July 
1, 2014. The legislation is intended to discourage spam and other deceptive electronic threats. 
CASL applies to commercial electronic messages that encourage participation in commercial 
activity.32 It is assured that charities across Canada are exempt from CASL. The implications of 
CASL are thought to negatively impact the ways in which charities request support.33 

Charitable Donation Incentives for Young Canadians – As part of the Economic Action Plan, 
the Federal Government is offering a new temporary First-Time Donor’s Super Credit to 
encourage all young Canadians to donate to charity. The incentive increases the value of the 
federal Charitable Donations Tax Credit by 25 percentage points and is applicable to donations 
up to $1,000.34 

New and Ongoing Trends  
Giving Tuesday – Mayor Naheed Nenshi officially proclaimed the first Tuesday of December 
Giving Tuesday in Calgary,35 a new Canadian movement for giving and volunteering, taking 
place each year after Cyber Monday. Giving Tuesday is “opening day of the giving season,” it is 
a day when charities, companies and individuals join together to share commitments and rally 
for their favourite causes. 36  More than 10,000 partners in 43 countries contribute to the 
movement.37 
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Crowdfunding, Crowdsourcing and Social Media – Kickstarter launched its Canadian site in 
2013 and is expected to have big impact on the national creative sector. Kickstarter connects 
film, game, music, art, design and technology projects of all sizes with philanthropists. Five and 
a half million people have pledged $947 million in support of 55,000 creative projects since the 
launch of the U.S. site in 2009.38 

Local crowdfunding and crowdsourcing examples:  

 Field Law Community Fund – The Field Law Community Fund Program enables 
individuals, organizations, charities and community groups to bring their creative 
initiatives to life. The organization invites members of the community to nominate and 
vote for initiatives in their communities to receive financial support from Field Law.39 

 ATB Cares – ATB Cares is a crowdfunding platform that has a matching incentive. ATB 
has $100,000 set aside to match 15% of all donations to Alberta charities to a maximum 
of $1,000 per donation.40 

 InvestYYC – InvestYYC assists local artists and non-profit arts organizations by 
providing a platform for patrons to support creative work with time and money.41 

Social and Traditional Media Trends: 
“Ephemeral” Social Networks – New networks like Snapchat are expected to take the internet 
by storm – bringing back the fun and spontaneity of social media, where nothing is recorded and 
content literally vanishes in seconds. 

Social Media and Advertising – Advertising on Facebook and Twitter is expected to hit $11 
billion in revenues by 2017. Social advertising proves to be much more effective than traditional 
forms of advertising. Ads work better on mobile devices because they take up less space and fit 
small screens.  

Online Video Sharing – Currently, one in three Millennials watch less TV than online videos. 
This demographic is incredibly comfortable with online video and consumes it “collaboratively” 
by sharing clips on social networks.  Online video consumption will only continue to increase 
and mass media will struggle to compete with the viral speed of crowd-driven social content. 

Brands Ignoring Mass Media – The power of fans and crowd-source marketing has never 
been more apparent. For instance, musicians are foregoing traditional mass media releases, 
radio campaign and TV appearances, and using tools like Instagram and Twitter to launch new 
songs or albums. Celebrities and brands now have their own distribution networks and some 
may never need traditional media again. 

Google+ – Google+ is now the second largest social networking site in the world, after 
Facebook, and has around 300 million monthly active users. The platform is expected to be 
integrated into the Google search engine in the near future.  

Calgary Herald Ends In-House Print Production – In 2013, Postmedia officially outsourced 
the Calgary Herald’s printing facility to Transcontinental Printing and put the building up for sale. 
As newspapers across the country continue to downsize, or even close their doors altogether, 
the future of print media remains uncertain. 

Shift In Traditional Media – As social media sites become more of a news source, traditional 
media outlets have responded in a mixed way. Popular news sources such as The Huffington 
Post are embracing social media. However, critics largely feel that traditional media has “given 
up” on engaging the Millennial generation by not putting social media at the forefront of their 
content sharing strategy. 
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Arts & Heritage 

Calgary’s Arts Plan – As a legacy of Calgary’s year as a Cultural Capital of Canada, 
Calgary’s Arts Plan is a long-term strategy for arts development in Calgary. Citizens and 
artists will create an integrated plan that sets clear, long-term targets for a thriving arts 
sector. The plan will be presented to City Council in March of 2014.42  

Calgary Arts Development’s New Board Chair and President and CEO – In June 2013, 
Calgary Arts Development announced Dean Prodan as the incoming Board Chair 43 and 
Patti Pon as President and CEO 44 . Prodan is Chief Financial Officer and Director of 
Whitehorn Resources Ltd. Pon is a veteran arts and culture leader with experience in high-
level positions at the EPCOR Centre for the Performing Arts and Alberta Theatre Projects.   

Financial Support for Arts Culture and Heritage – Many significant opportunities for arts, 
culture and heritage ended in 2013. The Alberta Creative Development Initiative, a grant 
program designed by the Canada Council for the Arts and the Alberta Foundation for the Arts to 
support the development of arts in Alberta, awarded $8 million to 602 grant recipients over the 
program’s five-year term.45 Nearly $4 million was invested into the sectors during Calgary’s year 
as a Cultural Capital of Canada. 46  Calgary’s Francophone Artist Laureate and Historian 
Laureate Programs both started in 2012, but were not renewed. 

Over the last five years, significant strides have been made to support arts, culture and heritage 
in Calgary and area. New major facilities have been built, such as Folk Festival Hall in 
Inglewood, or are breaking ground, such as the National Music Centre in the East Village. 
Calgary Arts Development’s budget has grown steadily by 3% since 2009 and the City of 
Calgary’s Festival and Event Subsidy program is moving into its fourth year47 . New grant 
programs have also appeared. Calgary Arts Development launched its Arts For All and Artist 
Opportunity Grant Programs which support work in east Calgary and professional development 
for artists. 48 

Even with the developments above, Calgary is behind in investing in arts, culture and heritage 
compared with other cities of similar size. Calgary’s per capita investment in operating grants is 
$3.50 which is very low compared to Toronto ($14.00), Edmonton ($9.60) and Winnipeg ($5.41). 
Despite increased funding in recent years, the per cent of Calgary Arts Development’s operating 
grants when compared to the annual expenditures is decreasing (3.80% in 2009 to 3.49% in 
2012).49     

New Contemporary Art Museum – The Museum of Contemporary Art Calgary, the Art 
Gallery of Calgary and the Institute for Modern and Contemporary Art will merge into a single 
entity: Contemporary Calgary. The merger will seed long-term plans to build a contemporary 
art museum.50 

The Banff Centre’s Comprehensive Institutional Plan – In May 2013, The Banff Centre 
released its Comprehensive Institutional Plan for 2013/2014 – 2015/2016. The plan outlines 
four priorities: Content Capture and Dissemination, Leadership Development, Artistic 
Renewal and Campus Renewal.51 Highlights from the plan include obtaining radio license 
approval from Canadian Radio-Television Telecommunications Commission, enhancing 
international artistic partnerships, attracting thought leaders active in the creative industry 
and investing in artistic facilities and technological infrastructure.       

Canada 150 Celebrations – Plans are gearing up for Canada’s sesquicentennial in 2017. 
Twelve conferences were held in cities across the country to spark conversations on how to 
celebrate and reflect on Canada’s milestones since Confederation.52 
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Community Development 
Engage U Program Launched in Dover – The Federation of Calgary Communities’ newest 
program, Engage U, launched in Dover in February 2014. Engage U matches local residents, 
interested community partners and members from community association boards to work 
through a collaborative process that builds relationships and provides new community 
opportunities for increased engagement.53 

The Other Side of Community Gardens – Community gardens are considered a welcome 
addition to most cities. However, they can become a battleground where disputes over territory, 
dues, and cultural differences emerge. Edmonton Community Foundation has compiled a list of 
tips for Garden Theft/Vandalism Protection.54 

Launching Little Free Libraries – The “Little Library” movement involves placing books in 
small, decorated boxes on street corners and other public properties. People are encouraged to 
“take a book; return a book” and share their reading experiences with their neighbours. Since 
2009, the movement has spread throughout the world, and in October 2013 it became a 
permanent program of Calgary Reads. To date there are 29 little libraries in Calgary.55 

Block Parties Become Annual Traditions – Calgary is enjoying a steady increase in block 
parties. Eighty communities in Calgary have hosted street parties over the past three years. The 
city’s top block party neighbourhoods are McKenzie Towne (15), Sundance (14), Tuscany (14), 
Elbow Park (13) and Auburn Bay (12). The growing popularity of neighbourhood parties and 
their valuable social capital spinoff have inspired an online how-to guide: the Federation of 
Calgary Communities’ Love Where You Live: Host a Block Party.56 

Education & Lifelong Learning 
Young Men Chose Work Over School – A new Statistics Canada report provides insight into 
the high wages that accompanied Alberta’s 2001-2008 energy boom. Young men (ages 17 – 
24) living in oil-producing provinces (Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Newfoundland and Labrador) 
saw their average hourly wages increase by 21%, more than five times the 4% increase 
observed in other provinces. At the same time, the report says school enrolment among young 
men fell as wages rose. In Alberta, the percentage of young men attending secondary or post-
secondary education fell from 44% to 37%. In non-oil-producing provinces, the percentage of 
young men enrolled in secondary or post-secondary education increased from 52% to 53%. 57 

Education Stories in 2014:58 

 University of Alberta’s 2013 budget cuts of $147M;  

 Student movements are growing, with recent protests in Chile, Turkey, the UK and 
Québec over access to education, tuition costs, and freedom of speech;  

 A drop in Canada’s international standings in math performance has sounded alarms 
among many educators, business leaders, and concerned parents;  

 The proposed Québec Charter of Values has been opposed by universities; and  

 The rebirth of “MOOCs” (Massive Open Online Courses) provides access to under-
served populations, but to date, appeal mostly to affluent young males. 

Improved Access to Trades Training – Canada’s youth unemployment rate is twice the 
average of surveyed countries. Many graduates are encountering a gap between their 
compensation expectations and the reality of today’s job market. Germany, with the lowest 
youth unemployment rate, offers a dual vocational training system, combining apprenticeships 
with formal education. Businesses work with vocational institutions to ensure that training meets 
the needs of the labour market. However, there are concerns that the dual vocational system 
may not encourage a culture of lifelong learning and have the flexibility for students to shift into 
academic streams.59 

http://calgaryreads.com/launching-little-free-libraries/
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Environment & Animal Welfare 
Alberta South-Saskatchewan Regional Plan 2013 – Is an integrated resource management 
plan. The 2013 draft analyzes relationships between human activities, natural events, and 
regional challenges to seed robust growth, vibrant communities and a healthy environment over 
the next 50 years. Some believe the plan does not balance development with conservation of 
natural resources. The decision on the SSRP is planned for 2014.60 

Keystone XL Pipeline– The U.S. State Department will make a decision on Keystone XL in 
2014. The project has been under review for over six years. The pipeline proposed by 
TransCanada will allow crude oil extracted from Alberta oil sands to be refined on the Gulf of 
Mexico coast and facilitate the extraction and release of 240 billion tons of carbon. The project 
has divided Americans and become the focus for many activists.61  

Northern Gateway Pipeline – Enbridge's controversial $6.5-billion Northern Gateway pipeline 
has been approved with conditions. Conditions include carrying $950 million in spill insurance 
coverage, a plan to offset losses in caribou habitat and an enhanced tanker safety plan. The 
project still faces major hurdles, including legal action by First Nations.62 

Canada Ranks Last for Environmental Protection – Canada ranks last for environmental 
protection in a 2013 Organization for Economic Co-operation ranking. Twenty-seven wealthy 
nations are assessed annually on their commitment to seven areas that impact the world’s poor. 
Canada came 13th overall (down from 12th in 2012). Denmark led the list, followed by Sweden 
and Norway, with Japan and South Korea in last. Every other country made progress in this 
area except Canada.63 

2013 Canadian Animal Protection Laws Rankings – For the past six years, the Animal Legal 
Defense Fund has compiled a detailed comparative analysis of the animal protection laws in 12 

Canadian jurisdictions. In the latest report, Alberta ranks in “the middle tier”, with Manitoba at 
the top, and Québec at the bottom. Better definitions/standards of basic care; prohibitions 
related to animal fighting and recognition of psychological harm top the list of potential 
improvements for Alberta province.64 

Health & Wellness 
One in Six Canadians Need Mental Health Care – 1/6 Canadians needed mental health care 
last year according to Statistics Canada reports. The findings are included in the agency's 2012 
Canadian Community Health Survey on mental health. The need for mental health care is 
mainly for counseling, the survey suggests. Other mental health needs are medication and 
information. It is estimated that 600,000 had perceived unmet mental health care needs.65 

Canadian Soldiers Fight Mental-Health Stigma – Veterans are speaking out against the 
difficulties of getting treatment for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). Gerry Corbin, a 
veteran living with PTSD who served for 28 years in the Canadian military, says choosing to 
seek help can compromise a soldier’s professional future. “Once you go through the process of 
admitting you have PTSD and you start getting these resources, you get tagged in the service, 
you get put in a medical category. That means no promotion, no posting, “no-nothing”— and 
once you’re tagged, that will follow you for the rest of your career,” Corbin told CBC Daybreak 
Montreal’s Mike Finnerty. 66 

Canadian Hospitals Need to Adapt to Meet the Needs of the Aging Population - And with 
Canadians living longer, men until 87, and the average woman reaching 90 years of age, 
hospitals in Canada are facing tough questions around the care for our aging and elderly 
population. With limited beds, and hospitals over 100% capacity, questions around service 
delivery and the recuperation process must be answered so that patients are not discharged 
prematurely.67 
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New Comprehensive Cancer Care facility in Calgary – The Alberta Government announced 
a new comprehensive cancer care centre to be built at the Foothills Hospital. This project, 
estimated at $1.3 billion, is slated to start construction in 2015.  This centre, to replace the 
current Tom Baker Cancer Clinic, will be a centre for diagnosis, treatment, research, and 
rehabilitation, a “one-stop-shop” for cancer patients in Southern Alberta. The Alberta Cancer 
Foundation will be raising $200 million in a capital campaign for this new centre. 68 

Human Services 
Alberta Aboriginal Children in Care – According to an Edmonton Journal/Calgary Herald 
investigation, 145 children in Alberta have died in foster care since 1999. The provincial 
government lists ethnic information for 94 of these children – 74 aboriginal. Experts blame the 
disproportionate rate of Aboriginal children dying in care on poverty, substance abuse, 
substandard housing, the legacy of residential schools and a lack of supports and services in 
Aboriginal communities.69 

Energy Poverty in an Energy-Rich Province – The inability to pay utility bills is the second 
leading economic cause of homelessness. Living in under-heated homes leads to all kinds of 
health impacts. The All One Sky Foundation found that 75% of low-income Albertans live in pre-
1980 energy-inefficient homes, spending 8% of their income on natural gas and electricity, 
compared with 3% for the average household. There is need for action to address energy 
poverty in the province, particularly as Alberta seeks to develop its own energy efficiency 
strategy.70 

Calgary Poverty Reduction Strategy – In May 2013, City Council unanimously endorsed the 
poverty reduction strategic plan “Enough for All” undertaken by a joint initiative of The City of 
Calgary and the United Way of Calgary. The main strategic components are:  

 Building Community – establishing community hubs where people can get to know each 
other and have easy access to amenities; 

 Employment – quality job creation, local community economic development opportunities, 
such as cooperatives; 

 Financial Vulnerability – financial literacy, savings opportunities, restrictions on payday 
lenders; and 

 Access to Services – easier access, better and timely connections prevent a crisis from 
spiraling out of control, one-stop entry.71 

Homelessness – 30,000 Canadians are homeless every night and at least 50,000 more are 
part of the "hidden homeless" – staying with friends or relatives temporarily. According to the 
Canadian Homelessness Research Network (CHRN) and the Canadian Alliance to End 
Homelessness, Canada should shift its focus from crisis management (i.e. emergency shelter 
beds and soup kitchens) to more permanent solutions. Single men aged 25-55 account for 
almost half of homeless; youth aged 16-24 for another 20%, of whom 25% to 40% are gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, transsexual or transgender. Aboriginals are over-represented, particularly in 
western and northern regions. Certain cities, namely Vancouver, Edmonton, and Calgary have 
seen a reduction in homelessness.72 
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