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The Calgary Foundation’s 2014 Calgary’s Vital Signs Report: Facing challenges, making the grade. 

CALGARY, Alberta (October 7, 2014) – The results are in and Calgarians gave their overall quality of life a 

B grade in the 2014 Calgary’s Vital Signs Report. The annual report measure the vitality of our 

community by identifying trends and assigning grades in key issue areas. Community foundations in 28 

communities across Canada are releasing their Vital Signs reports on the same day.  

“We are a growing, vibrant city with much to celebrate this year. Calgary has found itself consistently 

ranked high in global rankings when it comes to economy, innovation and prosperity. Vital Signs survey 

respondents told us they are pleased with how their quality of life has improved in recent years, 

especially when it comes to transportation, inner city revitalization efforts, as well as civic leadership 

and engagement,” says Kerry Longpré, Vice-President Communications at The Calgary Foundation. 

“However, we are reminded that not all of our citizens are thriving and part of the prosperity. We still 

face significant challenges when it comes to our concerns over housing, rising food costs and the impact 

on our aging population, Aboriginal peoples and newcomers to our city. This year’s Report features the 

faces of Calgary. The people of who are the energy of our city and who are working to improve our 

quality life.” 

Four factors were revealed to have the greatest impact on quality of life: 

1. Sports & Recreation 

2. Personal Safety 

3. Work & Economy 

4. Housing 

When the above factors were given positive grades, overall quality of life was positively affected.  

Highlights from the 2014 Calgary’s Vital Signs Report 

 LIVING STANDARDS – Respondents celebrated our strong economy and low unemployment 
rate. Calgary’s poverty rate of 13.3% is lower than the national average of 17%, however 
vacancy rates have dropped again and are 56% lower than the average for other large Canadian 
cities. Concerns over cost of food align with research indicating that low-income Albertans 
spend 32% of their monthly budget on food, compared to just 15% for an average Alberta 
household.  
 

 LIFELONG LEARNING – Calgary boasts an above average post-secondary education rate and is 
second only to Ottawa when it comes to our level of educational attainment. However only half 
of our children are reaching their developmental milestones, the long-term impact of which can 
be seen in our low high school graduation rate. Respondents expressed a need to focus on 
affordable, quality childcare.  



 
 

 
 ENVIRONMENT – Our greenhouse gas emissions placed Calgary 5th highest out of 50 world 

cities, and our ecological footprint is higher than most other nations besides the United States 
and the United Arab Emirates. On the positive side, Calgarians are pleased with the city’s 
commitment to recycling and waste management, and have the lowest residential water use 
amongst 27 North American cities. The City of Calgary has reduced its own greenhouse 
emissions by 44% from 2005 to 2012. 
 

 WELLNESS – Calgary’s crime rate is below the national average and we have seen a 14.5% drop 
in violent crime severity. Domestic-related homicides spiked at 59% higher than Calgary’s 
average and hate incidents motived by sexual orientation recorded a five year high. When it 
comes to getting active, we are above the national level for physical activity, but youth’s 
physical activity levels have dropped to over 16% below national rates.   

“While we have our challenges, Calgarians remains optimistic,” says Longpré. “87% of Vital Signs survey 

respondents described themselves as happy and 79% believe Calgary is a good place for their children to 

make a home. We have much to celebrate and we face many challenges that come with a growing city, 

but we continue to be one of the best places in the world to live.” 

 

The Calgary Foundation – Since 1955, The Calgary Foundation has been in the business of building 
a vibrant community. It is the philanthropic partnerships within the charitable, government and 
corporate communities that enables us to do this work.  The strength and value of the community 
foundation is reflected in a healthy community supported by a strong, sustainable charitable 
sector. In 2013-2014, The Calgary Foundation saw $47 million in new contributions, had an asset 
base of $740.1 million and granted $34.7 million to 758 charitable organizations.  
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