
 
 

Backgrounder 2015 Soul of the City Neighbour Grants  Page 1 

 

 

 

Backgrounder: 2015 Soul of the City Neighbour Grants  
 
The Roots of Soul of the City Neighbour Grants 
 
Since 1999, The Calgary Foundation’s Neighbour Grants Program has helped hundreds of 
community associations, faith groups, school communities, and charitable organizations build 
community spaces, depict neighbourhood history, discuss community matters, celebrate 
diversity and belonging, and run many other kinds of projects to strengthen the fabric of 
neighbourhood and community life. Neighbour Grants supports these kinds of local citizen-led 
projects that help create and strengthen the ordinary bonds of neighbourliness.  
 
In September 2012, Calgary Economic Development launched the Soul of the City speaker 
series. The series aims to engage Calgarians and spark conversations about further developing 
Calgary’s ‘soul’ as well as understanding why people love living in Calgary. The series kicked off 
with Dr. Katherine Loflin, a recognized leader in place-making, examining what makes people 
love where they live and why it matters.  The Soul of the City speaker series topics have 
engaged over 1000 Calgarians in meaningful and ongoing conversation around topics on 
sustainable cities, urban planning and design, public art and architecture, creativity, local food 
and spin farming, festivals and street culture, and the shared value business model. For more 
information and to watch highlights from past events: 
http://www.calgaryeconomicdevelopment.com/why-calgary-be-part-energy/soul-city  
 
Soul of the City is sponsored by Calgary TELUS Convention Centre, M2i Development 
Corporation, RedPoint Media and Village Brewery. 
 
In 2014, Calgary Economic Development, The Calgary Foundation, and the Calgary TELUS 

Convention Centre partnered to offer Soul of the City Neighbour Grants. Five projects were 

supported with a grant and had their story told through the film Our City, Our Soul: Five 

Neighbourhood Projects available on YouTube. 

In 2015, we will be running our second annual Soul of the City Neighbour 
Grants. 
 
What is Soul of the City Neighbour Grants?  
 
Grants of $5,000 to Calgarians who want to put into action their idea to improve, enhance, or 
revitalize their community or neighbourhood.  
 

http://www.calgaryeconomicdevelopment.com/why-calgary-be-part-energy/soul-city
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Five winning applications will be awarded a $5,000 Soul of the City Neighbour Grant and the 
chance to share their project story with the community. 
 
 
What types of projects might the grant cover?  
 
The projects will be small-scale and focused on getting people involved in their 
neighbourhoods and communities. Project ideas include, but are not limited to, building 
community gardens or other neighbourhood spaces, hosting street festivals and community 
events, and bringing local people together to design and create neighbourhood art projects. 
We’re looking for creative compelling ideas that will inspire people to get involved in ordinary 
active citizenship. 
 
 
Who can apply? 
 
Calgary-based neighbourhood, community, or other volunteer groups in partnership with a 
registered Canadian charitable organization for the project can apply. The partnership must be 
finalized before applications are submitted.  
 
Soul of the City hosts, sponsors, and partners are not eligible to apply. Past winners 
(individuals, groups, and projects) of a Soul of the City Neighbour Grant are not eligible to 
apply for another. Charitable organizations are an exception; past winners are eligible, 
provided they partner with different individuals, groups, and projects. Projects also cannot 
have a Neighbour Grant from The Calgary Foundation and a Soul of the City Neighbour Grant 
at the same time. 
 
 
What projects and costs won’t be accepted? 
 
Soul of the City Neighbour Grants cannot cover ongoing operating costs, facility improvements, 
upgrades to community halls, expenses that have already been spent, debts, projects that are 
primarily fundraisers, or expenses that are primarily salary.  We can cover costs associated 
with volunteer and community involvement. 
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Who judges Soul of the City Neighbour Grants applications?  
 
Applications will be reviewed by a committee drawn from Soul of the City Neighbour Grants 
stakeholders and sponsors. The committee will select 7-10 finalists who meet all eligibility 
requirements and have a particularly compelling project idea and solid implementation plan. 
Finalists will present their project to a live Soul of the City audience in April 2015 who will select 
the five winning projects to be awarded a grant and the chance to share their project story. 
 
 
How do you know if your project was selected to receive a Soul of the City Neighbour 
Grant?  
 
Applicants will be contacted in late March and told if they have been selected as finalists. 
Finalists will learn in April, at the live Soul of the City event, if they have been awarded a Soul of 
the City Neighbour Grant. 
 
 
What are the deadlines?  
 
December 6, 2014   Soul of the City Neighbour Grants application opens. 
 
March 17, 2015  Soul of the City Neighbour Grants application closes. 
 
By March 27, 2015  Finalists are selected and notified. 
 
April, 2015  Finalists present their project in front of a live audience. The five 

winners are selected.  
 
May 1- Sept 30, 2015 Grant winners carry out their projects 
 
November 2015  Project stories are presented back to Soul of the City community 

celebration event.  

 

 

 



 
 

Backgrounder 2015 Soul of the City Neighbour Grants  Page 4 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
What else do you need to know? 
 
If you receive a Soul of the City Neighbour Grant, you will be expected to: 

 Acknowledge the support of The Calgary Foundation, Calgary Economic Development, 
the Calgary TELUS Convention Centre and other relevant sponsors   in project 
materials, media releases and at project events. 

 Invite us to key project events. 

 Consult us first if you are thinking of modifying the project or how you spend the grant. 
We will do our best to support the project to respond to unexpected circumstances. 

 Share your project story through print and broadcast media, social media (#soulofyyc), 
and other mechanisms in development.  

 Attend the November 2015 Soul of the City community celebration.  

 Complete a short report to account for grant expenditures and activity. 
 
 

Ready? 
 
The 2015 Soul of the City Neighbour Grants application form is available at:  
http://thecalgaryfoundation.org/grants-awards/grassroots-grants/neighbour-grants 
 
For Soul of the City inspiration, see: http://www.calgaryeconomicdevelopment.com/why-
calgary-be-part-energy/soul-city  
 
For Soul of the City Neighbour Grants inspiration, watch our 30 minute documentary film Our 
City, Our Soul: Five Neighbourhood Stories on YouTube. 
 
 

Questions? 
 
Julie Black, The Calgary Foundation 
403-802-7720 
Jblack@thecalgaryfoundation.org  
 
  

http://thecalgaryfoundation.org/grants-awards/grassroots-grants/neighbour-grants
http://www.calgaryeconomicdevelopment.com/why-calgary-be-part-energy/soul-city
http://www.calgaryeconomicdevelopment.com/why-calgary-be-part-energy/soul-city
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