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Guidelines for Neighbour Grants 

What is Neighbour Grants? 

 

Neighbour Grants, The Calgary Foundation’s largest grassroots granting program, was 
established in 1999 and has helped hundreds of community associations, faith groups, school 
communities, and charitable organizations build community gardens, paint neighbourhood 
murals, discuss community matters, celebrate diversity and belonging, and lead many other 
kinds of projects to strengthen the fabric of neighbourhood and community life. 
 
Neighbour Grants offers up to $5,000 to support resident-led projects that help create and 
strengthen the ordinary bonds of neighbourliness.  
 
The kinds of projects that Neighbour Grants supports vary tremendously. What stays the same 
is that: 
 

 Projects are led by volunteers in their ordinary active-citizen lives. Unlike other grant 
streams, Neighbour Grants is not about a professional group providing programs. It is 
about local people working together for the betterment of their community, in 
partnership with charities, public institutions, and other groups. 

 Projects are small-scale and focus on getting people involved.  

 Projects open up new opportunities for people. They might learn new skills, strengthen 
their sense of belonging, find ways to stay involved in community life, or make new 
friendships across cultural, age, and other diversities of the community. 

 Projects give the chance for new and local leadership to emerge. 

Who can apply? 

 
Neighbourhood or other volunteer groups in partnership with a Canadian registered charity can 
apply. In some circumstances, we will provide a formal partnership agreement for the group 
and charity to sign attesting to the partnership. 

What can the Neighbour Grants be used for? 

 
Neighbour Grants can cover costs associated with volunteer and community involvement. We 
cannot cover ongoing operating costs, facility improvements, upgrades to community halls, 
expenses that have already been spent, debts, projects that are primarily fundraisers, or 
expenses that are primarily salary.  
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How and When Can You Apply? 

 

1. Contact Neighbour Grants staff to discuss your project, eligibility, and upcoming 
deadlines before you apply. 

2. Submit a Neighbour Grants Application by mail, in person, or by email.  
 

Neighbour Grants Applications are accepted throughout the year and are reviewed by a 
committee of knowledgeable community volunteers approximately every two months. You can 
expect to hear results within two weeks of an application deadline. However, you cannot apply 
to our regular Neighbour Grants and to our special Soul of the City Neighbour Grants for the 
same project at the same time. 

What else do you need to know? 

 

If you receive a Neighbour Grant, you will be expected to: 

 Acknowledge the support of The Calgary Foundation in project materials, media 
releases, and at project events. 

 Invite us to key project events. 

 Consult us FIRST if you are thinking of changing the project or how you spend the grant. 
We will do our best to support the project to respond to unexpected circumstances. 

 Within two months of project completion, tell us your project story. You can use our 
simple Final Project Report Form or participate in a conversation circle and submit a 
financial statement instead. In either case, look at our Final Project Report Form when 
you start your project to see what kind of information to collect. Please also send in 
project flyers, advertisements, newspaper stories, photos, and so on, to help tell your 
project story. 

Ready? 
 

1. Look over our Neighbour Grants Application form and upcoming deadlines 

http://thecalgaryfoundation.org/grants-awards/grassroots-grants/neighbour-grants 

 

2.  Contact us to talk about what you have in mind.  

403-802-7720 or ngp@thecalgaryfoundation.org 

 

The Calgary Foundation believes that vibrant neighbourhoods 

and communities are the heart of any great city. 

Learn about our full suite of grants at thecalgaryfoundation.org
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